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INTRODUCTION

Jacques CARTIER was a native of St. Malo, the principal
port of Brittany. On fishing voyages in his earlier years
he became interested in western discovery, and in 1533, in a
letter addressed to Philippe de Chabot, Sieur de Brion, High
Admiral of France, he proposed a voyage to the American coast,
continuing the discoveries commenced by Verrazano in 1524.
Through him the interest of the king was enlisted in the enter-
prise; and with two vessels, of sixty tons each, Cartier sailed
from the port of St. Malo, April 20, 1534. A report of this voy-
age, written either by Cartier himself or by one of his com-
panions, was preserved in an Italian translation by Ramusio,
in the third volume of his Navigations, folio 435 et seqq. (Venice,
1556). An English translation by Jean Florio was printed in
London in 1580. The French edition published by Raphael
du Petit Val appeared in 1598, Discours du Voyage fait par
le Capitaine Jaques Cartier (Rouen, 1598 ; reprinted in various
editions of Lescarbot, and also at Quebec in 1843 and at
Paris in 1840 and in 1865). Hakluyt’s account of the voyage
appeared first in his edition of 1600. A relation of Car-
tier’s first voyage in manuscript was discovered in the
Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris in 1867, and was published
the same year. Messrs. Dodd, Mead and Company (New York,
1906) have published A Memoir of Jacques Cartier by Hon.
James P. Baxter, Litt.D., in which, besides the memoir and
a bibliography, will be found a facsimile of this manuscript
with annotations — a very valuable work.

H. 8. B.



THE FIRST RELATION OF JAQUES CAR-
THIER OF S. MALO, 1534

The first relation of Jaques Carthier of S. Malo, of the new
land called New France, newly discovered in the yere of our
Lord 1534.

How M. Jaques Carthier departed from the Port of S. Malo,
with two ships, and came to Newfoundland, and how
he entred into the Port of Buona Vista.

ArTER that Sir Charles of Mouy knight lord of Meylleraye,
and Viceadmirall of France had caused the Captaines, Masters,
and Mariners of the shippes to be sworne to behave themselves
truely and faithfully in the service of the most Christian King
of France,' under the charge of the sayd Carthier, upon the
twentieth day of Aprill 1534, we departed from the Port of
S. Malo with two ships of threescore tun apiece burden, and 61
well appointed men in each one: and with such prosperous
weather we sailed onwards, that upon the tenth day of May
we came to Newfoundland, where we entred into the Cape of
Buona Vista,” which is in latitude 48 degrees and a halfe, and
in longitude 2 But because of the great store of the ice
that was alongst the sayd land, we were constrayned to enter
into an haven called S. Katherins* haven, distant from the
other Port about five leagues toward Southsoutheast: there
did we stay tenne days looking for faire weather; and in the
meanwhile we mended and dressed our boats.

! Francis 1.

2 A point of land on the eastern shore of Newfoundland between Bona-
vista Bay and Trinity Bay. It was the point at which the early voyagers
aimed in coming to the coast, and from which they took their departure. By
some it has been regarded as the prima vista of Cabot, while others have found
in it the landfall of Cortereal in 1501.

? Blank in the original. * Catalina at present.
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1534] CARTIER’S FIRST VOYAGE 5

How we came to the Island of Birds, and of the great
quantity of birds that there be.

Upon the 21 of May the winde being in the West, we hoised
saile, and sailed toward North' and by East from the cape of
Buona Vista until we came to the Island of Birds,” which was
environed about with a banke of ice, but broken and crackt:
notwithstanding the sayd banke, our two boats went thither to
take in some birds, whereof there is such plenty, that unlesse a
man did see them, he would thinke it an ineredible thing: for
albeit the Island (which containeth about a league in circuit) be
so full of them, that they seeme to have been brought thither,
and sowed for the nonce, yet are there an hundred folde as
many hovering about it as within; some of the which are as
big as jayes, blacke and white, with beaks like unto crowes:
they lie alwayes upon the sea; they cannot flie very high,
because their wings are so little, and no bigger then halfe ones
hand, yet they do flie as swiftly as any birds of the aire levell
to the water; they are also exceeding fat; we named them
Aporath.? In lesse then halfe an houre we filled two boats full
of them, as if they had bene with stones: so that besides them
which we did eat fresh, every ship did powder and salt five
or sixe barrels full of them.

Of two sorts of birds, the one called Godetz, the other
Margaulx; and how we came to Carpunt.

Besides these, there is another kinde of birds which hover
in the aire, and over the sea, lesser than the others; and these
doe all gather themselves together in the Island, and put them-
selves under the wings of other birds that are greater: these

! Bvidently Cartier had no knowledge of a southern entrance to the Gulf
of St. Lawrence.

? Funk Island.
3 Perhaps the great auk, then common in that region.



6 EARLY FRENCH VOYAGES [1534

we named Godetz." There are also of another sort, but bigger,
and white, which bite even as dogs : those we named Margaulx.?
And albeit the sayd Island be 14 leagues from the maine land,
notwithstanding beares come swimming thither to eat of the
sayd birds: and our men found one there as great as any cow,’
and as white as any swan, who in their presence leapt into the
sea; and upon Whitsunmunday (following our voyage toward
the land) we met her by the way, swimming toward land as
swiftly as we could saile. So soone as we saw her, we pursued
her with our boats, and by maine strength tooke her, whose
flesh was as good to be eaten as the flesh of a calf of two yeres
olde. The Wednesday following, being the 27 of the moneth,
we came to the entrance of the bay of the Castles;* but be-
cause the weather was ill, and the great store of ice we found,
we were constrained to enter into an harborow about the sayd
entrance called Carpunt,’ where, because we would not come
out of it, we stayed til the ninth of June, what time we de-
parted, hoping with the helpe of God to saile further then the
said Carpunt, which is latitude 51 degrees.

The description of Newfoundland, from Cape Razo to
Cape Degrad.

The land from Cape Razo ® to Cape Degrad,” which is the
point of the entrance of the bay that trendeth from head to
head toward Northnortheast, and Southsouthwest, All this
part of land is parted into Islands one so nere the other, that
there are but small rivers betweene them; thorow the which
you may passe with little boats, and therefore there are certaine
good harborows, among which are those of Carpunt and De-
grad. In one of these Islands that is the highest of them all,
being the top of it you may plainly see the two low Islands that
are nere to Cape Razo, from whence to the port of Carpunt

t Murres, or razorbills. ? Gannets. 3 Ursus maritimus.

4 Strait of Belle Isle. 8 Quirpon.

® Cape Rouge in the French manuscript, and so called at the present time.
7 Northern extremity of Quirpon.
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they count it five and twenty leagues; and there are two en-
trances thereat, one on the Kast, the other on the South side
of the Island. But you must take heed of the side and point
of the East, because that every where there is nothing els but
shelves, and the water is very shallow: you must go about the
Island toward the West the length of halfe a cable or there-
about, and then to goe toward the South to the sayd Carpunt.
Also you are to take heed of three shelves that are in the chanell
under the water: and toward the Island on the East side in the
chanell, the water is of three or four fadome deepe, and cleere
ground. The other trendeth toward Eastnortheast, and on the
West you may go on shore.

Of the Island which is now called S. Katherins Island.

Going from the point Degrad, and entring into the sayd bay
toward the West and by North: there is some doubt of two
Islands that are on the right side, one of the which is distant
from the sayd point three leagues, and the other seven, either
more or lesse then the first, being a low and plaine land, and it
seemeth to be part of the maine land. I named it Saint
Katherines Island;' in which, toward the Northeast there is
very dry soile; but about a quarter of a league from it, very
ill ground, so that you must go a little about. The sayd Island
and the Port of Castles? trend toward North northeast, and
South southwest, and they are about 15. leagues asunder.
From the said port of Castles to the port of Gutte,® which is in
the northerne part of the said Bay, that trendeth toward East
northeast, and West southwest, there are 12. leagues and an
halfe: and about two leagues from the port of Balances,*
that is to say, the third part athwart the saide Bay the depth
being sounded it is about 38. fadomes: and from the said port
of Balances to the white Sands ® toward West southwest there

* Identified by some as the island now known as Belle Isle and by others
as Schooner Island.

? Chateau Bay. $ Greenish Harbor,
¢ Baie Royal. ¢ Present name.
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is 15. leagues, but you must take heed of a shelfe that Iyeth
about 3. leagues outward from the said white Sands on the
Southwest side above water like a boat.

Of the place called Blanc Sablon, or the white Sand: of the
Iland of Brest, and of the Iland of Birds, of the
sorts and quantitie of birds that there are found: and
of the Port called the Islettes.

White Sand is a Road in the which there is no place guarded
from the South, nor southeast. But toward South southwest
from the saide road there are two Ilands, one of the which is
called Brest Iland," and the other the Iland of Birds, in which
there is great store of Godetz, and crowes with red beakes and
red feete: they make their nestes in holes under the ground
even as Conies. A point of land being passed about a league
from white Sand, there is a Port and passage found called the
Islettes,” a better place then white Sand: and there is great
fishing. TFrom the said Port of the Islettes unto another called
Brest, the circuit is about ten leagues. This Port is in lati-
tude 51. degrees and 55. minutes, and in longitude 2
From the Islettes to that place there are many other Ilands:
and the saide Port of Brest is also amongst those Ilands.
Moreover the Ilands do compasse more then 3. leagues from
the said Brest, being low, and over them are the other lands
above mentioned seene.

How we with our ships entred into the Port of Brest, and
sayling onward toward the West we passed amidst the
Islettes, which were so many in number, that it was
not possible to tell them: and how we named them
the Islettes.

Upon the 10. of June wee with our ships entred into the Port
of Brest, to furnish our selves with water and wood, and to

* Named from a well-known port in Brittany; now called Old Fort.
? Bradore Bay. 3 Blank in original.
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make us ready to passe the said Bay. Upon S. Barnabas day
Service being heard, we with our boats went beyond the said
Port toward the west, to see what harboroughes were there:
wee passed through the midst of the Islettes, which were so

“many in number that it was not possible they might be tolde,
for they continued about 10. leagues beyond the said Port.
We to rest our selves stayed in one of them a night, and there
we found great store of ducke egges, and other birds that there
do make their nests, we named them all The Islettes.

Of the Port called S. Antonies Port, 8. Servans Port, James
Cartiers Port: of the river called 8. James: of the

customes and apparell of the inhabitants in the Iland
of White Sand.

The next day we passed the said Ilands, and beyond them
allwe found a good haven, which we named S. Antonies Haven,*
and one or two leagues beyond wee found a little river towarde
the southwest coast, that is betweene two other Ilands, and
is a good harborough. There we set up a Crosse, and named it
S. Servans Port:? and on the Southwest side of the said Port
and river, about one league there is a small Iland as round as an
Oven, environed about with many other litle Ilands that give
notice to the said Ports. Further about two leagues there is
another greater river, in which we tooke good store of salmon,
that we named S. James his River. Being in the said river,
we saw a ship of Rochel that the night before had passed the
Port of Brest, where they thought to have gone a fishing:
but the Mariners knew not where they were. We with our
boats approched neere unto it, and did direct it to another
Port one league more toward the West than the said river of
S. James, which I take to be one of the best in all the world, and
therefore wee named it James Carthiers Sound.®? If the soile

! Rocky Bay.

? Probably Shecatica Bay, which from some points of view has the ap-

pearance of a large river.
8 Cumberland Bay.
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were as good as the harboroughes are, it were a great com-
moditie: but it is not to be called The new Land, but rather
stones and wilde cragges, and a place fit for wilde beastes,
for in all the North Iland I did not see a Cart-load of good earth :
yet went I on shoare in many places, and in the Iland of White
Sand, there is nothing else but mosse and small thornes scat-
tered here and there, withered and dry. To be short, I be-
leeve that this was the land that God allotted to Caine. There
are men of an indifferent good stature and bignesse, but wilde
and unruly: they weare their haire tied on the top like a wreath
of hay, and put a wooden pinne within it, or any other such
thing instead of a naile, and with them they binde certaine
birdes feathers. They are clothed with beastes skinnes as well
the men as women, but that the women go somewhat straiter
and closer in their garments than the men do, with their
wastes girded; they paint themselves with certaine Roan
colours: their boates are made of the barke of birch trees, with
the which they fish and take great store of Seales, and as farre
as we could understand since our comming thither, that is not
their habitation, but they come from the maine land out of
hotter countreys, to catch the saide Seales and other neces-
saries for their living.

Of certaine Capes, that is to say, The double Cape, The
pointed Cape, Cape Royal, and The Cape of Milke: of
the mountaines of Granges: of the Ilands of Dove
houses: and of the great fishing of Cods.

Upon the 13. of that moneth we came to our ships againe
with our boats on purpose to saile forwards because the weather
was faire, and upon Sunday we caused Service to be saide:
then on munday being the 15. of the moneth we departed from
Brest, and sailed toward the South to take a view of the lands
that there wee had seene, that seemed unto us to bee two
Ilands: but when we were amidst the Bay, we knew it to be
firme land, where was a great double Cape one above the other,
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and therefore wee named it The double Cape.! In the en-
trance of the Bay wee sounded, and found it to be an hundred
fadome round about us. From Brest to The double Cape there
is about 20. leagues, and about five or sixe leagues beyond we
- sounded againe and found 40 fadome water. The said land
lieth Northeast and Southwest. The next day being the 16
of the moneth we sailed along the said coast toward the South-
west, and by South about 35 leagues from the double Cape,
where we found very steepe and wilde hilles, among the which
were seene certaine smal cabbans, which we in the countrey
call Granges, and therefore we named them The hilles of the
Granges.” The other lands and mountaines are all craggie,
cleft and cut, and betwixt them and the Sea, there are other
Tlands, but low. The day before through the darke mists
and fogges of the weather, we could not have sight of any land,
but in the evening we spied an entrance into the land, by a river
among the said Hilles of Granges, and a Cape lying toward
the Southwest about 3 leagues from us. The said Cape is on
the top of it blunt-pointed, and also toward the Sea it endeth
in a point, wherefore wee named it The pointed Cape,® on the
North side of which there is a plaine Iland. And because we
would have notice of the said entrance, to see if there were any
good havens, we strooke saile for that night. The next day
being the 17 of the moneth we had stormie weather from North-
east, wherefore we tooke our way toward the Southwest untill
thursday morning, and we went about 37 leagues, till wee
came athwart a Bay full of round Ilands like dove houses, and
therefore wee named them The dove houses.* And from the
Bay of S. Julian, from the which to a Cape that lieth South
and by West, which wee called Cape Roial?® there are 7.
leagues, and toward the West southwest side of the saide Cape,
there is another that beneath is all craggie, and above round.
* High lands beyond Point Rich. Cartier was now passing down the

north-western shore of Newfoundland.
? Range of mountains on the western coast of Newfoundland.
8 Cow Head.
* Bay of Islands, south of Bonne Bay.
5 Bluff Head.
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On the North side of which about halfe a league there lieth a
low Iland : that Cape we named The Cape of milke.! Betweene
these two Capes there are certaine low Ilands, above which
there are also certaine others that shew that there be some
rivers. About two leagues from Cape royall wee sounded and
found 20 fadome water, and there is the greatest fishing of Cods
that possible may be: for staying for our company, in lesse
then an houre we tooke above an hundreth of them.

Of certaine Ilands that lie betweene Cape Royall, and The
Cape of Milke.

The next day being the 18 of the moneth, the winde with
such rage turned against us, that we were constrained to go
backe towards Cape Royal, thinking there to finde some har-
borough, and with our boates went to discover betweene the
Cape Royal, and the Cape of Milke, and found that above the
low Ilands there is a great and very deepe gulfe, within
which are certaine Ilands. The said gulfe on the South-
side is shut up. The foresaid low grounds are on one of the
sides of the entrance, and Cape Royal is on the other. The
saide low grounds doe stretch themselves more then halfe a
league within the Sea. It is a plaine countrey, but an ill soile:
and in the middest of the entrance thereof, there is an Iland.
The saide gulfe in latitude is fourtie eight degrees and an halfe,
and in longitude 2 That night we found no harborough,
and therefore wee launched out into the Sea, leaving the
Cape toward the West.

Of the Iland called S. John.

From the said day untill the 24 of the moneth being
S. Johns day we had both stormie weather and winde against
us, with such darknesse and mistes, that untill 8. Johns day, we

! Cape St. George. ? Blank in original.
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could have no sight of any land, and then we had sight of a
Cape of land, that from Cape Royal lieth Southwest about 35
leagues, but that day was so foggie and mistie, that we could
not come neere land, and because it was S. Johns day, we
named it Cape S. John.'

Of certaine Ilands called the Ilands of Margaulx, and of the
kinds of beastes and birds that there are found. Of
the Iland of Brion, and Cape Dolphin.

The next day being the 25. of the moneth, the weather was
also stormie, darke, and windy, but yet we sailed a part of the
day toward West North west, and in the evening wee put our
selves athwart untill the second quarter; when as we departed,
then did we by our compasse know that we were Northwest
and by West about seven leagues and an halfe from the Cape
of S. John, and as wee were about to hoise saile, the winde turned
into the Northwest, wherefore we went Southeast, about 15.
leagues, and came to three Ilands, two of which are as steepe
and upright as any wall, so that it was not possible to climbe
them : and betweene them there is g little rocke. These Ilands
were a8 full of birds, as any field or medow is of grasse, which
there do make their nestes: and in the greatest of them, there
was a great and infinite number of those that wee call Margaulx,
that are white, and bigger then any geese, which were severed
in one part. In the other were onely Godetz, but toward the
shoare there were of those Godetz, and great Apponatz, like
to those of that Iland that we above have mentioned: we went
downe to the lowest part of the least Iland, where we killed
above a thousand of those Godetz, and Apponatz. We put
into our boates so many of them as we pleased, for in lesse then
one houre we might have filled thirtie such boats of them:
- we named them The Ilands of Margaulx.> About five leagues
from the said Ilands on the West, there is another Tland that
is about two leagues in length, and so much in breadth: there
did we stay all night to take in water and wood. That Iland

* Cape Anguille. 2 8till known as the Bird Rocks.
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is environed round about with sand, and hath a very good road
about it three or foure fadome deepe. Those Ilands have the
best soile that ever we saw, for that one of their fields is more
worth then all the New land. We found it all full of goodly
trees, medowes, fields full of wild corne and peason bloomed, as
thicke, as ranke, and as faire as any can be seene in Britaine,’
so that they seemed to have bene plowed and sowed. There
was also a great store of gooseberies, strawberies, damaske
roses, parseley, with other very sweete and pleasant hearbes.
About the said Iland are very great beastes as great as oxen,?
which have two great teeth in their mouths like unto Elephants
teeth, and live also in the Sea. We saw one of them sleeping
upon the banke of the water: wee thinking to take it,"went to
it with our boates, but so soone as he heard us, he cast himselfe
into the Sea. We also saw beares and wolves: we named it
Brions Iland.® About it toward Southeast, and Northwest,
there are great lakes. As farre as I could gather and compre-
hend, I thinke that there be some passage betweene New
found land, and Brions land.* If so it were, it would be a great
shortening, aswel of the time as of the way, if any perfection
could be found in it. About foure leagues from that Iland
toward West-Southwest is the firme land, which seemeth to
be as an Iland compassed about with litle Ilands of sands.
There is a goodly Cape which we named Cape Dolphin,® for
there is the beginning of good grounds. On the 27. of June
we compassed the said lands about that lie West Southwest:
and a farre off they seeme to be little hilles of sand, for they
are but low landes: wee could neither goe to them, nor land on
them, because the winde was against us. That day we went
15. leagues.

! Brittany.

? Walrus, sometimes called morse or seahorse.

¥ Now known as Byron Island. The name was given by Cartier in honor
of his patron, Philippe de Chabot, Sieur de Brion.

* The French manuscript has here “land of the Bretons.” A passage
between Newfoundland and the island of Cape Breton was with Cartier only
a matter of conjecture.

¢ North Point.



1534] CARTIER’S FIRST VOYAGE 15

Of the Iland called Alezai, and of the cape of S. Peter.

The next day we went along the said land about 10. leagues,
till we came to a Cape of redde land, that is all eraggie, within
the which there is a bracke looking toward the North. Itisa
very low countrey. There is also betweene the Sea and a cer-
taine poole, a plaine field: and from that Cape of land and the
poole unto another Cape, there are about 14 leagues. The land
is fashioned as it were halfe a circle, all compassed about with
sand like a ditch, over which as farre as ones eye can stretch,
there is nothing but marrish grounds and standing pooles.
And before you come to the first Cape very neere the maine
land there are two little Tlands. About five leagues from the
second Cape toward the Southwest, there is another Iland very
high and pointed, which we named Alezai.® The first Cape
we named S. Peters Cape,” because upon that day we came
thither.

Of the Cape called Cape Orleans: of the River of Boates: of
Wilde mens Cape: and of the qualitie and temperature
of the countrey.

From Brions Iland to this place there is good anckorage of
sand, and having sounded toward Southwest even to the shoare
about five leagues, wee found twentie and five fadome water,
and within one league twelve fadome, and very neere the shoare
sixe fadome, rather more then lesse, and also good anckorage.
But because wee would bee the better acquainted with this
stonie and rockie ground, wee strooke our sailes lowe and
athwart. The next day being the last of the moneth save one,
the winde blewe South and by East. Wee sailed Westward
untill Tuesday morning at Sunne rising, being the last of the
moneth, without any sight or knowledge of any lande except
in the evening toward Sunne set, that wee discovered a lande

! Deadman’s Island, ?Southwest Cape.
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which seemed to be two Ilands, that were beyond us West
southwest, about nine or tenne leagues. All the next day till
the next morning at sunne rising wee sailed Westward about
fourtie leagues, and by the way we perceived that the land we
had seene like Ilands, was firme land, lying South southeast,
and North northwest, to a very good Cape of land called Cape
Orleans.! Al the said land is low and plaine, and the fairest
that may possibly be seene, full of goodly medowes and trees.
True it is that we could finde no harborough there, because it
is all full of shelves and sands. We with our boats went on
shore in many places, and among the rest wee entred into a
goodly river, but very shallow, which we named The river of
boats,? because that there wee saw boates full of wild men
that were crossing the river. We had no other notice of the
sald wild men: for the wind came from the sea, and so beat
us against the shore, that wee were constrained to retire our
selves with our boates toward our ships. Till the next day
morning at Sunne rising, being the first of July we sailed North-
east, in which time there rose great mistes and stormes, and
therefore, wee strucke our sailes till two of the clocke in the
afternoone, that the weather became cleare, and there we had
sight of Cape Orleans, and of another about seven leagues
from us, lying North and by East, and that we called Wilde
mens Cape. On the Northside of this Cape about halfe a
league, there is a very dangerous shelfe, and banke of stones.
Whilst wee were at this Cape, we sawe a man running after our
boates that were going along the coast, who made signes unto
us that we should returne toward the said Cape againe. We
seeing such signes, began to turne toward him, but he seeing
us come, began to flee: 80 soone as we were come on shoare,
we set a knife before him and a woollen girdle on a little staffe,
and then came to our ships again. That day we trended the
said land about 9. or 10. leagues, hoping to finde some good
harborough, but it was not possible: for as I have said already,
1t is a very low land, and environed round about with great

! Cape Kildare. ? The Narrows in Richmond Bay. 3 North Point.
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shelves. Nevertheless we went that day on shore in foure
places to see the goodly and sweete smelling trees that were
there: we found them to be Cedars, ewetrees, Pines, white
elmes, ashes, willowes, with many other sorts of trees to us un-
knowen, but without any fruit. The grounds where no wood
is, are very faire, and all full of peason, white and red goose-
beries, strawberies, blackeberies, and wilde corne, even like
unto Rie, which seemed to have bene sowen and plowed. This
countrey is of better temperature then any other that can be
seene, and very hote. There are many thrushes, stockdoves,
and other birds: to be short, there wanteth nothing but good
harboroughs.

Of the Bay called S. Lunario, and other notable Bayes and
Capes of land, and of the qualitie, and goodnesse of
those grounds.

The next day being the second of July we discovered and
had sight of land on the Northerne side toward us, that did
joyne unto the land abovesaid, al compassed about, and we
knew that it had about in depth, and as
much athwart, and we named it S. Lunarios Bay," and with
our boats we went to the Cape toward the North, and found
the shore so shallow, that for the space of a league from land
there was but a fadome water. On the Northeast side from
the said Cape about 7. or 8. leagues there is another Cape
of land, in the middst whereof there is a Bay? fashioned
trianglewise, very deepe, and as farre off as we could ken from
it the same lieth Northeast. The said Bay is compassed
about with sands and shelves about 10. leagues from land,
and there is but two fadome water: from the said Cape to the
bank of the other, there is about 15. leagues. We being a
crosse the said Capes, discovered another land and Cape,’

t Strait of Northumberland, which Cartier supposed to be a bay.
? Miramichi. 3 Blackland Point.
¢
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and as farre as we could ken, it lay North and by East. All
that night the weather was very ill, and great winds, so
that wee were constrained to beare a smal saile until the
next morning, being the thirde of July when the winde
came from the West: and we sailed Northward to have a sight
of the land that we had left on the Northeast side, above the
low lands, among which high and low lands there is a gulfe *
or breach in some places about 55. fadome deepe, and 15.leagues
in bredth. By reason of the great depth and bredth of the
gulfe, and change of the lands, we conceived hope that we
should finde a passage, like unto the passage of The Castles.
The said gulfe lieth East Northeast, and West southwest. The
ground that lieth on the Southside of the said gulfe, is as good
and easie to be manured, and full of as goodly fields and mea-~
dowes, as any that ever wee have seene, as plaine and smooth
as any die: and that which lyeth on the North is a countrey
altogether hilly, full of woods, and very high and great trees
of sundry sorts: among the rest there are as goodly Cedars,
and Firre trees, as possibly can be seene, able to make mastes
for ships of three hundred Tunne: neither did we see any place
that was not full of the saide trees, except two onely that were
full of goodly medowes, with two very faire lakes. The mid-
dest of the said Bay is 47. degrees and halfe in latitude.

Of the Cape D’Esperance, or the Cape of Hope, and of S. Mar-
tins Creeke, and how seven hoats full of wilde men,
comming to our boat, would not retire themselves, but
being terrified with our Culverins which we shot at
them, and our lances, they fled with great hast.

The Cape of the said South land was called The Cape of
Hope,” through the hope that there we had to finde some
passage. The fourth of July we went along the coast of the
said land on the Northerly side to find some harborough, where
wee entred into a creeke altogether open toward the South,

! Bay of Chaleur. 2 Point Miscou.
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where there is no succour against the wind : we thought good to
name it S. Martines Creeke. There we stayed from the fourth
of July until the twelfth: while we were there, on Munday
being the sixth of the moneth, Service being done, wee with
one of our boates went to discover a Cape and point of land
that on the Westerne side was about seven or eight leagues
from us, to see which way it did bend, and being within halfe
a league of it, wee sawe two companies of boates of wilde men
going from one land to the other: their boates were in number
about fourtie or fiftie. One part of the which came to the
said point, and a great number of men went on shore making
a great noise, beckening unto us that wee should come on land,
shewing us certaine skinnes upon pieces of wood, but because
we had but one onely boat, wee would not goe to them, but
went to the other side lying in the See: they seeing us flee,
prepared two of their boats tofollowus, with which came also five
more of them that were comming from the Sea side, all which
approched neere unto our boate, dancing, and making many
signes of joy and mirth, as it were desiring our friendship,
saying in their tongue Napeu tondamen assurtah,’ with many
other words that we understood not. But because (as we have
said) wehad but one boat, wee would not stand to their courtesie,
but made signes unto them that they should turne back,
which they would not do, but with great furie came toward us:
and suddenly with their boates compassed us about: and be-
cause they would not away from us by any signes that we could
make, we shot off two pieces among them, which did so terrifie
them, that they put themselves to flight toward the sayde
point, making a great noise: and having staid a while, they
began anew, even as at the first to come to us againe, and being
come neere our boat wee strucke at them with two lances,
which thing was so great a terrour unto them, that with great
haste they beganne to flee, and would no more follow us.

! Belleforest translates, ““We wish to have your friendship.”
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How the said wilde men comming to our ships, and our men
going toward them, both parties went on land, and how
the saide wilde men with great joy began to trafique
with our men.

The next day part of the saide wilde men with nine of their
boates came to the point and entrance of the Creeke, where we
with our ships were at road. We being advertised of their
comming, went to the point where they were with our boates:
but so soone as they saw us, they began to flee, making signes
that they came to trafique with us, shewing us such skinnes as
they cloth themselves withall, which are of small value. We
likewise made signes unto them, that we wished them no evill :
and in signe thereof two of our men ventured to go on land to
them, and carry them knives with other Iron wares, and a red
hat to give unto their Captaine. Which when they saw, they
also came on land, and brought some of their skinnes, and so
began to deale with us, seeming to be very glad to have our
iron ware and other things, stil dancing with many other cere-
monies, as with their hands to cast Sea water on their heads.
They gave us whatsoever they had, not keeping any thing,
so that they were constrained to go back againe naked, and
made signes that the next day they would come againe, and
bring more skinnes with them.

How that we having sent two of our men on land with wares,
there came about 300. wilde men with great gladnesse.
Of the qualitie of the countrey, what it bringeth forth,
and of the Bay called Baie du Chaleur, or The Bay of
heat.

Upon Thursday being the eight of the moneth, because the
winde was not good to go out with our ships, we set our boates
in-a readinesse to goe to discover the said Bay, and that day
wee went 25. leagues within it. The next day the wind and
weather being faire, we sailed until noone, in which time we
had notice of a great part of the said Bay, and how that over
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the low lands, there were other lands with high mountaines:
but seeing that there was no passage at all, wee began to turne
back againe, taking our way along the coast: and sayling, we
saw certaine wilde men that stood upon the shoare of a lake,
that is among the low grounds, who were making fires and
smokes: wee went thither, and found that there was a channel
of the sea that did enter into the lake, and setting our boats at
one of the banks of the chanell, the wilde men with one of their
boates came unto us, and brought up pieces of Seales ready
sodden, putting them upon pieces of wood : then retiring them-
selves, they would make signes unto us, that they did give them
us. We sent two men unto them with hatchets, knives, beads,
and other such like ware, whereat they were very glad, and by
and by in clusters they came to the shore where wee were, with
their boates, bringing with them skinnes and other such things
as they had, to have of our wares. They were more than 300.
men, women, and children: Some of the women which came
not over, wee might see stand up to the knees in water, singing
and dancing: the other that had passed the river where we
were, came very friendly to us, rubbing our armes with their
owne handes, then would they lift them up toward heaven,
shewing many signes of gladnesse: and in such wise were wee
assured one of another, that we very familiarly began to trafique
for whatsoever they had, til they had nothing but their naked
bodies; for they gave us all whatsoever they had, and that was
but of small value. We perceived that this people might very
easily be converted to our Religion. They goe from place to
place. They live onely with fishing. They have an ordinarie
time to fish for their provision. The countrey is hotter than
the countrey of Spaine, and the fairest that can possibly be
found, altogether smooth, and level. There is no place be it
never so little, but it hath some trees (yea albeit it be sandie)
or else is full of wilde corne, that hath an eare like unto Rie:
the corne is like oates, and smal peason as thicke as if they had
bene sowen and plowed, white and red gooseberies, strawberies,
blackberies, white and red Roses, with many other floures of
very sweet and pleasant smell. There be also many goodly
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medowes full of grasse, and lakes wherein great plentie of
salmons be. They call a hatchet in their tongue Cochi, and
a knife Bacon: we named it The bay of heat.

Of another nation of wilde men: of their manners, living
and clothing.

Being certified that there was no passage through the said
Bay, we hoised saile, and went from S. Martines Creeke upon
Sunday being the 12. of July, to goe and discover further beyond
the said Bay, and went along the sea coast Eastward about
eighteene leagues, till we came to the Cape of Prato,' where we
found the tide very great, but shallow ground, and the Sea
stormie, so that we were constrained to draw toward shore,
between the said Cape and an Iland lying Eastward, about a
league from the said Cape, where we cast anker for that night.
The next morning we hoised saile to trend the said coast about,
which lyeth North Northeast. But there rose such a stormie
and raging winde against us, that we were constrained to come
to the place againe, from whence we were come: there did we
stay all that day til the next that we hoised up saile, and came
to the middest of a river five or sixe leagues from the Cape of
Prato Northward, and being overthwart the said River, there
arose againe a contrary winde, with great fogges and stormes.
So that we were constrained upon Tuesday being the fourteenth
of the moneth to enter into the river, and there did we stay till
the sixteenth of the moneth looking for faire weather to come
out of it: on which day being Thursday, the winde became so
raging that one of our ships lost an anker, and we were con-
strained to goe up higher into the river seven or eight leagues,
into a good harborough and ground that we with our boates
found out, and through the evill weather, tempest, and darke-

‘nesse that was, wee stayed in the saide harborough till the five
and twentieth of the moneth, not being able to put out: in the
meane time wee sawe a great multitude of wilde men that were
fishing for mackerels, whereof there is great store. Their

t White Head,
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boates were about 40, and the persons what with men, women,
and children two hundred, which after they had hanted our
company a while, they came very familiarly with their boats
to the sides of our ships. We gave them knives, combes, beads
of glasse, and other trifles of small value, for which they made
many signes of gladnesse, lifting their hands up to heaven
dancing and singing in their boates. These men may very well
and truely be called Wilde, because there is no poorer people in
the world. For I thinke all that they had together, besides
their boates and nets, was not worth five souce.! They goe
altogether naked saving their privities, which are covered with
a little skinne, and certaine olde skinnes that they cast upon
them. Neither in nature nor in language, doe they any whit
agree with them which we found first : their heads be altogether
shaven, except one bush of haire which they suffer to grow
upon the top of their crowne as long as a horse taile, and then
with certaine leather strings binde it in a knot upon their
heads. They have no other dwelling but their boates, which
they turne upside downe, and under them they lay themselves
all along upon the bare ground. They eate their flesh almost
raw, save onely that they heat it a little upon imbers of coales,
so doe they their fish. Upon Magdalens day we with our
boateswent to the bancke of the river, and freely went on shore
among them, whereat they made many signs, and all their men
in two or three companies began to sing and dance, seeming to
be very glad of our comming. They had caused all the young
women to flee into the wood, two or three excepted, that stayed
with them, to ech of which we gave a combe, and a little bell
made of Tinne, for which they were very glad, thanking our
Captaine, rubbing his armes and breasts with their hands.
When the men saw us give something unto those that had
stayed, it caused al the rest to come out of the wood, to the end
that that they should have as much as the others: These women
are about twenty, who altogether in a knot fell upon our Cap-
taine, touching and rubbing him with their hands, according to
their manner of cherishing and making much of one, who gave
! Sous.
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to each of them a little Tinne bell: then suddenly they began
to dance, and sing many songs. There we found great store of
mackrels, that they had taken upon the shore, with certaine
nets that they made to fish, of a kinde of Hempe that groweth
in that place where ordinarily they abide, for they never come
to the sea, but onely in fishing time. As farre as I understand,
there groweth likewise a kind of Millet as big as Peason, like
unto that which groweth in Bresil, which they eate in stead of
bread. They had great store of it. They call it in their tongue
Kapaige. They have also Prunes (that is to say Damsins)
which they dry for winter as we doe, they call them Honesta.
Theyhave also Figs," Nuts, Apples, and other fruits, and Beans,
that they call Sahu, their nuts Cahehya. If we shewed them
any thing that they have not, nor know not what it is, shaking
their heads, they will say Nohda, which is as much to say, they
have it not, nor they know it not. Of those things they have,
they would with signes shew us how to dresse them, and how they
grow. They eate nothing that hath any taste of salt. They
are very great theeves, for they will filch and steale whatsoever
they can lay hold of, and all is fish that commeth to net.

How our men set up a great Crosse upon the poynt of the
sayd Porte, and the Captaine of those wild men, after
a long Oration, was by our Captain appeased, and con-
tented that two of his Children should goe with him.

Upon the 25 of the moneth, wee caused a faire high Crosse
to be made of the height of thirty foote, which was made in the
presence of many of them, upon the point of the entrance of the
sayd haven,” in the middest whereof we hanged up a Shield
with three Floure de Luces in it, and in the top was carved in
the wood with Anticke letters this posie, Vive le Roy de France.
Then before them all we set it upon the sayd point. They
with great heed beheld both the making and setting of it up.

! Cartier has but one word for figs and plums. The reference evidently

is to the common Canada plum.
? Gaspé Bay.
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So soone as it was up, we altogether kneeled downe before them,
with our hands toward Heaven, yeelding God thankes: and
we made signes unto them, shewing them the Heavens, and
that all our salvation dependeth onely on him which in them
dwelleth : whereat they shewed a great admiration, looking first
one at another, and then upon the Crosse. And after wee were
returned to our ships, their Captaine clad with an old Beares
skin, with three of his sonnes, and a brother of his with him,
came unto us in one of their boates, but they came not so neere
us as they were wont to doe: there he made a long Oration
unto us, shewing us the crosse we had set up, and making a
crosse with two fingers, then did he shew us all the Countrey
about us, as if he would say that all was his, and that wee
should not set up any crosse without his leave. His talke
being ended, we shewed him an Axe, faining that we would give
it him for his skin, to which he listned, for by little and little
hee came neere our ships. One of our fellowes that was in our
boate, tooke hold on theirs, and suddenly leapt into it, with two
orthree more, who enforced them to enter into our ships, whereat
they were greatly astonished. But our Captain did straight-
waies assure them, that they should have no harme, nor any
injurie offred them at all, and entertained them very friendly,
making them eate and drinke. Then did we shew them with
signes, that the crosse was but onely set up to be as a light
and leader which wayes to enter into the port, and that wee
would shortly come againe, and bring good store of iron wares
“and other things, but that we would take two of his children
with us, and afterward bring them to the sayd port againe:
and so wee clothed two of them in shirts, and coloured coates,
with red cappes, and put about every ones necke a copper
chaine, whereat they were greatly contented: then gave they
their old clothes to their fellowes that went backe againe, and
we gave to each one of those three that went backe, a hatchet,
and some knives, which made them very glad. After these
were gone, and had told the newes unto their fellowes, in the
afternoone there came to our ships sixe boates of them, with
five or sixe men in every one, to take their farewels of those two
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we had detained to take with us,' and brought them some fish,
uttering many words which we did not understand, making
signes that they would not remove the crosse we had set up.

How after we were departed from the sayd porte, following
our voyage along the sayd coast, we went to discover
the land lying Southeast, and Northwest.

The next day, being the 25 of the moneth, we had faire
weather, and went from the said port: and being out of the
river, we sailed Eastnortheast, for after the entrance into the
said river, the land is environed about, and maketh a bay in
maner of halfe a circle, where being in our ships, we might see
all the coast sayling behind, which we came to seeke, the land
lying Southeast and Northwest, the course of which was distant
from the river about twentie leagues.

Of the Cape 8. Alvise, and Cape Memorancie, and certaine
other lands, and how one of our Boates touched a Rocke
and suddenly went over it.

On Munday being the 27 of the moneth, about sunne-set
we went along the said land, as we have said, lying Southeast
and Northwest, till Wednesday that we saw another Cape
where the land beginneth to bend toward the East: we went
along about 15 leagues, then doeth the land begin to turne
Northward. About three leagues from the sayd Cape we
sounded, and found 24 fadome water. The said lands are
plaine, and the fairest and most without woods that we have
seene, with goodly greene fields and medowes: we named the
sayd Cape S. Alvise Cape,’ because that was his day: it is 49

! Their names were Taignoagny and Domagaia. Both returned with
Cartier in the following year.

?Loys in the French. Named for St. Louis, king of France. This is

the present East Cape on the island of Anticosti. Cartier had failed to
discover the broad opening to the St. Lawrence River.
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degrees and an halfe in latitude, and in longitude L On
Wednesday morning we were on the East side of the Cape, and
being almost night we went Northwestward for to approch neere
to the sayd land, which trendeth North and South. From S.
Alvise Cape to another called Cape Memorancie,” about fifteene
leagues, the land beginneth to bend Northwest. About three
leagues from the sayd Cape we would needes sound, but wee
could finde no ground at 150 fadome, yet went we along the
said land about tenne leagues, to the latitude of 50 degrees.
The Saturday following, being the first of August, by Sunne
rising, wee had certaine other landes, lying North and North-
east,® that were very high and craggie, and seemed to be moun-
taines: betweene which were other low lands with woods and
rivers: wee went about the sayd lands, as well on the one
side as on the other, still bending Northwest, to see if it were
either a gulfe, or a passage, untill the fift of the moneth. The
distance from one land to the other is about fifteene leagues.
The middle betweene them both is 50 degrees and a terce in
latitude. We had much adoe to go five miles farther, the winds
were so great and the tide against us. And at five miles end,
we might plainely see and perceive land on both sides, which
there beginneth to spread it selfe, but because we rather fell,
then got way against the wind, we went toward land, purposing
to goe to another Cape of land,* lying Southward, which was the
farthermost out into the sea that we could see, about five
leagues from us, but so soone as we came thither, we found it to
be naught else but Rockes, stones, and craggie cliffes, such as
we had not found any where since we had sailed Southward from
S. Johns Cape: and then was the tide with us, which caried us
against the wind Westward, so that as we were sayling along
the sayd coast, one of our boats touched a Rocke, and suddenly
went over, but we were constrained to leape out for to direct it
on according to the tide.

! Blank in the original. ? Table Head.

8 The Labrador coast.

* North Point, the northwestern point of Anticosti. Cartier was on the
eve of discovering the St. Lawrence River, and missed it.
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How after we had agreed and consulted what was best to
be done, we purposed to returne: and of S. Peters
Streight, and of Cape Tiennot.

After we had sailed along the sayd coast, for the space of
two houres, behold, the tide began to turne against us, with so
swift and raging a course, that it was not possible for us with 13
oares to row or get one stones cast farther, so that we were con-
strained to leave our boates with some of our men to guard
them, and 10 or 12 men went ashore to the sayd Cape, where we
found that the land beginneth to bend Southwest, which having
seene, we came to our boats againe, and so to our ships, which
were stil ready under saile, hoping to go forward: but for all
that, they were fallen more then foure leagues to leeward from
the place where we had left them, where so soone as we came,
weeassembled together all our Captaines, Masters, and Mariners,
to have their advice and opinion what was best to be done:
and after that every one had said, considering that the Easterly
winds began to beare away, and blow, and that the flood was so
great, that we did but fall, and that there was nothing to be
gotten, and that stormes and tempests began to reigne in New-
found land, and that we were so farre from home, not knowing
the perils and dangers that were behind, for either we must agree
to returne home againe, or els to stay there all the yeere. More-
over, we did consider, that if the Northerne winds did take us,
it were not possible for us to depart thence. All which opin-
lons being heard and considered, we altogether determined to
addresse our selves homeward. Nowe because upon Saint
Peters day wee entred into the sayd Streite, wee named it Saint
Peters Streite." Wee sounded it in many places, in some wee
found 150 fadome water, in some 100, and neere the shoare
sixtie, and cleere ground. From that day till Wednesday
following, we had a good and prosperous gale of winde, so that
we trended the said North shore East, Southeast, West North-

1The strait between Anticosti and Labrador.
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west: for such is the situation of it, except one Cape of low
lands that bendeth more toward the Southeast, about twenty
five leagues from the Streight. In this place we saw certaine
smokes, that the people of the countrey made upon the sayd
cape: but because the wind blewe us toward the coast, we
went not to them, which when they saw, they came with two
boates and twelve men unto us, and as freely came unto our
ships, as if they had bene French men, and gave us to under-
stand, that they came from the great gulfe, and that Tiennot
was their Captaine, who then was upon that Cape, making signes
unto us, that they were going home to their Countreys whence
we were come with our ships, and that they were laden with
Fish. We named the sayd Cape, Cape Tiennot.! From the
said Cape all the land trendeth Eastsoutheast, and Westnorth-
west. All these lands lie low, very pleasant, environed with
sand, where the sea is entermingled with marishes and shal-
lowes, the space of twentie leagues: then doth the land begin
to trend from West to Eastnortheast altogether environed with
Islands two or three leagues from land, in which as farre as
we could see, are many dangerous shelves more then foure or
five leagues from land.

How that upon the ninth of August wee entred within
White Sands, and upon the fift of September we came
to the Port of S. Malo.

From the sayd Wednesday untill Saturday following, we
had a great wind from the Southwest, which caused us to run
Eastnortheast, on which day we came to the Easterly partes
of Newfoundland, between the Granges and the Double Cape.
There began great stormie windes comming from the East with
great rage: wherefore we coasted the Cape Northnorthwest, to
search the Northerne part, which is (as we have sayd) all en-
vironed with Islands, and being neere the said Islands and land,
the wind turned into the South, which brought us within the

1 Natashquan Point.
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sayd gulfe, so that the next day being the 9 of August, we by
the grace of God entred within the white Sands.! And this
is so much as we have discovered. After that, upon the 15 of
August, being the feast of the Assumption of our Lady, after
that we had heard service, we altogether departed from the
porte of White Sands, and with a happy and prosperous weather
we came into the middle of the sea, that is between Newfound-
land and Britanie, in which place we were tost and turmoyled
three dayes long with great stormes and windy tempests com-
ming from the East, which with the ayde and assistance of God
we suffred: then had we faire weather, and upon the fift of
September, in the sayd yere, we came to the Port of S. Malo
whence we departed.

The language that is spoken in the Land newly
discovered, called New France.

God —_— a Hatchet  asogne
the Sunne  Isnez a Cod fish ] gadagoursere
the Heaven camet good to be

the Day —_— eaten J guesande
the Night aiagla Flesh

Water ame Almonds anougaza
Sand estogaz Tigs asconda
a sayle aganie Gold henyosco
the Head agonage the privie |

the Throate conguedo 'me‘mbersJ asseghega
the Nose hehonguesto  an Arrow cacta

the Teeth hesangue a greene Tree haveda
the Nayles  agetascu an earthen d

the Feete ochedasco dish Hnaaco
the Legs anoudasco a Bow

a dead man amocdaza Brasse aignetaze
a Skinne aionasca the Brow ansce
that Man yea a Feather  yco

2Tt was two months from the time Cartier was at this place and entered
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. .
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the Moone
the Earth
the Wind
the Raine
Bread

the Sea

a Ship

a Man

the Haires
the Eyes
the Mouth
the BEares
the Armes
a Woman
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casmogan
conda,
canut
onnoscon
cacacomy
amet
casaomy
undo

hoe hosco
ygata
heche
hontasco
agescu
€Nrasesco

a sicke Man
Shooes
a skinne to

alouedeche

atta
].

COVeEr a Imans | ouscozon

privy mem-

bers

red cloth
a Knife

a Mackrell
Nuttes
Apples
Beanes

a Sword

vondico

cahoneta,
agoheda
agedoneta
caheya
honesta
sahe
achesco
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