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CHAP V.

B EIN G defirous of continuing my travels and
obfervations, higher up the river, and having an ine
vitation from @ gentleman who was agent for, and
refident at a large plantation, the property of an
Englifh gentleman, about {ixty miles higher up,
I refolved to. purfue my refearches to that placeg
and having engaged in my fervice a young Indian,
nephcw to the White Captain, he agreed to aflift
me in working my veflel up as high as a certain
Bluff, where I was, by agreement, to land him, on
the Weft or Indian flore; whence he defigned to
go in queft of thc camp of the - Whltc Tradcr, ‘hig
relation.

PKOVISIONS and all neceflaries being procured,
and the morning pleafant, we went on board and
ftood up the river. We pafled for feveral miles onn
the left, by iflands of high fwamp land, exceedingly
fertile, their banks for a good diftance from the wa-
ter, much higher than the interior part, and fuffz-
ciently {o to ‘build upon, and be out of the reach
of inundations. They canfift of 2 foofe black mould,.
with a mixture of {and, fhells and diffolved vege-
tables. The oppofite Indian coaft is a perpendi~
cular blufl; ten or twelve feet high, conﬁ(’cmg of a
black fandy carth, mixed with a large proportion of
fhells, chiefly vanousfpecms of frefh water Cochlex
and Mytuli. Near the river, on this high fhore,
grew Corypha palma, Magnolia grandiflora, Live
Oak, Callicarpa, Myrica cerifera, Hybifcus {pini-
fex, and the beautiful evergreen {hrub called Wild
lime or Tallow nut. This latt fhrub grows fix or
cight feet high, many ereét ftems rifing from a roots
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the leaves are lanciolate and intire, two or three
inches in length and one in breadth, of a deep green
colour, and polifhed ; at the foot of each leaf grows
a {tiff, fbarp thorn; the flowers are {fmall and ig
clufters, ‘of a greenifh yellow colour, and fweer
{cented ; they are fucceeded by a large oval fruit,
of the fhape and fize of an ordinary plumb, of a
fine yellow colour when ripe, a foft {weet pulp co-
vers'a nut ‘which has a thin fhell, enclofing a white
kernel fomewhat of the confiltence and tafte of the
fweet Almond, but more oily and very much like
hard tallow, which induced my father when he firft
obferved it, to call it the Tallow nut.

AT the upper end of this bluff is a fine Drange
grove. Here my Indian companion requefted me
to fet'him on {hore, being already tired of rowing
under a fervid fun, and having for fome time inti-
mated a diflike to his {ituation, I readily complied
with his defire, knowing the impoflibility of com-
pelling an Indian againft his own inclinations, or
even prevailing uponhim by reafonable arguments,
wheén labour is in the queftion; before my veilel
reached the fhore, he {prang out of her and landed,
when uttering a fhrill and terrible whoop, he bound-
ed off like a roebuck, and I loft fight of him.
I at firft apprehended that as he took his gun with
* him, he intended to hunt for fome game and retarn
tosme in the evening. The day being exceflively
hot and fultry, I concluded to take up my quarters
here until next morning. ‘

Tae Indian not returning this morning, I {fatfail
alone,  The coafts on each fide had much the {ame
appearance as already deferibed. The Palm trees
here {eem to be of a different {pecies from the Cab-
bage tree; their ftrait trunksare fisty,cighty or nine-
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ty feet high, with a beautiful taper of a bright afh
colour,until within fix or feven feet of the top, whcx €
it is a fine green colour, crowned with an orb of
rich-green plumed leaves: | have meafured the ftem
of thefe plumes fifteen feet in length, befides the
" plume, which is nearly of the fame length.

Tue little lake, which is an expanfion of the ri-
ver, now appeared inview; on the Eaft fide are ex-
tenfive mar Ihes, and on the other thh forefts and
Orange groves, and then a bay, lined with vaft Cy-
prefs {wamps, both coafts gr adual]y approqchmg
cach other, to the opening of the river again, which.
is inthis place about three hundred yards wide; even-
ingnow drawing on, I wasanxious to reachfome high
bank of the river, where I intended to lodge, and
agreeably to my wifhes, I foon after difcovered on
the Welt fhore, a little promontory, at the turning
of the river, contla&mg it here to about one hun-
dred and fifty yards in width. This promontory is
a peniifula, containing about three acres of high
ground, and is one entire Orange grove, witha few
Live Oaks, Magnolias and Palms.. Upon doubhng
the point, I-arrived at the landing; which is a cir-
cular harbour, at the foot of the bluff, the top of
which is about twelye feet high; and back of it is
a large Cyprefs {wamp, that {preads each way, the
right wing forming the Weft coaft of the little lake,
and the left ftretching up the river many miles,and en-
compaflinga valt 1p1ce oflow grafly marfhes. From
this promontory, looking Faftward acrofs the river,
we behold a landfcape of tow country, uparalleled
as T think; on the left is the Eaft coaft of the little
lake, which I had juft paffed, and from the Orange
bluff at the lower cnd the high forefts begin, and
incrcam in breadth from the {hior eof the lake, mak-
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ing a circular fweep to the right, and contain mas
ny -hundred thoufand acres of meadow,:and’ this
grand fweep of high forefts encircles, as I appre-
hend, at leaft twenty miles of thefe green fields,
interfperfed with hommocks or iflets of evergreen
trees, where the fovereign Magnolia and lordly
- Palm ftand' con{picuous. The ilets are high fhelly
knolls, on the fides of creeks or branches of the
river, which wind about and drain off the fuperia~
bundant waters that cover thele meadews, during
the winter {eafon.

THE evening was temperately cool and calm.
The crocodiles began to roar and appear in uncem-
mon numbers along the thores and in the river. 1
fixed my camp in an-open plain, near the utmoft
projeétion. of the promontory, under the thelter of
a large -Live Oak, which ftood on the higheft part
of the ground and but a few yards from my. boat:
From this-open, high-firuation, I had a free proi-
pect of the river, which was a matter of no trivial
confideration to mc; “having good reafon to dread
the {ubtle attacks of the allegators, who were crou-
ding about my harbour.. Having collefted a good
quaatity of wobd for the purpoie of keeping up a
light and fmoke during the night, I began to think
of preparing my fupper, when, upon examining my
dores, ‘I found but a {canty provifien, I thereupon
determined, as the moft expeditious way of {upply-
ing my neceflities, to take my bob and try for fome
trout. About one hundred yards above miy har-
Jbour, began a cove or bay of the river, out of which
opened a large lageon.. The mouth or. entrance
from the river to it was narrow, but the waters
foon after {pread and formed a little lake, extend-
ing into the marfhes, its entrance and fhores witly
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in I obferved to be verged with floating lawns of
the¢ Piftia and Nymphea and other aquatic plants;
thefe I knew were excellent haunts for trout.

THE verges and iflets of the lagoon were elegant-
iy cmbclhhcd with flowering plants and (hrubs;
the laughing coots with wings ha f {pread were trxp-
ping over the little coves and hiding themfelves in
the tufts of grafs; young broods of the painted
{fummer teal, kimming the {till furface of the waters,
and followmo' the watchful parent uncon{cious of
danger, were frcqucntly {urprifed by the voracious
trout, and he in turn, as often by the fubtle,
greedy alligator. Behold him ruthing forth:from
the flags and reeds. His enormous body fwells.
His plaited tail brandifhed high, floats upon the
lake. The waters like a catara@ defcend from his
opening jaws. - Clouds of fmoke iffue from his di-
lated noftrils. The earth trembles with his thunder.
When immediately from the oppofite coaft of the
lagoon, emerges from the deep his rival champion.
"They {uddenly dart upon each other. The boiling
furface of the lake marks their rapid courfe, and

a terrific conflit commences.. They now fink to
the bottom folded together in horrid wreaths. The
water becomes thick ‘and difcoloured. ~Again they
rife, their jaws clap together, re-echoing through
the deep furrounding forefts. -Again they fink, when
the conteft ends at the muddy bortom of the lake,
and the vanquifhed makes a hazardous efcape, hid-
ing himfelf in the muddy turbulent waters and {fedge
on a diftant fhore. The proud vitor exulting re-
turns'to the place of'adtion. The fhores and forefts
refound hisdreadful roar, together withthe triumph
ing fhouts of the plaited tribes around, witnefles
of the horrid combat.
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My apprehenfions were highly alarmed after be-
ing a fpectator of {o dreadful a battle; it was ob.
vious that every delay would but tend to encreafe
my dangers and difficulties, as the fun was near
fetting, “and the alligators gathered around my har-
bour from all quarters; from thefe . conﬁdcratmns
I concluded to be expeditious in my trip to the la-
goon, in order to take fome fith.  Not thinking it
prudent to take my fufee with me, left I might
lofe it overbeard in.cafe of a battle, which I had
‘every reafon to dread before my return, I therefore
furnithed myfelf with 4 club for my defence, went
on board, and penetrating the firft line of thofe
whi¢h furrounded my harbour, they gave way; but
being purfued by feveral very large ones, 1 kept
ftrictly on the watch, and paddled with all my might
towards the entrance of the lagoon, hoping to be
theltered there from the multitude of my affailants;
but ere] had half-way reached the place,] was attack-
ed on all fides, feveral endeayouring to overfet the
canoe. My fituation now became precarious to the
laft.degree: two very large onesattacked me clofe-
Iy, at the fame inftant, ruﬂnng up with their heads
and part of their bodies above the water, roaring
terribly and belching floods of water over me. Thcy
ftruck their jaws together fo clofe to my ears, as
almoft to ftun me, and I expedted every moment to
be dragged out of the boatand inftantly devoured,
but I applied my weapons fo effe¢nally about me,
though at random, that T was {o fuccefsful as to
beat them off a little; when, finding that they de-
figned to rencw the battle, I made for the fhore,
as the only means left me for my prefervation, for,
by keeping clofe to it, I fhould have my enemieson
one fide of me only, whereasI was before furround-
ed by them, and there was a probability, if puthed
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to the laft extremity, of faving myfelf, by jumping
out of the canoe on fhore, as itis eafy to outwalk
them on-land, although comparatively as fwift as
lightrfing in the water. I found this laft expedient
alone. could fully anfwer my expedations, for as
foon as I gained the fhore they drew off and kept
aloof.  This was a happy relief, as my confidence
was, in fome degree, recovered by it. On recol-
lecting myfelf, I difcovered that I had almoft reach-
ed the entrance of the lagoon, and determined to
venture in, if poflible to take a few fifh and then
return to my harbour, ‘while day-light continued;
for I could now, <with-cautionand refolution, make
my way with fafety along thore, and indeed there
wasno other way to regain my camp, without leav-
ing my boat and making my retreat throngh the
marfhes and reeds, which,-if I could even effed,
would have been in a manner throwing myfelf a-
way, for then there would have been no hopes of
ever recovering my bark, and returning in fafety
to any {ettléements of men. I accordingly proceed-
ed and ‘made good: my entrance into the lagoon,
though not without oppofition from the alligators,
who formed a line acrefs the ¢ntrance, but did not
purfile me into it, nor was I molefted by any there,
though there were fome very large ones in a cove
at the upper end. I foon caught more trout than
I had prefent occafion for, and the air was too hot
and {ultry to admirt of their being kept for many
hours, even though falted or barbecued. I now
prepared for my return to camp, which I {fucceed-
ed in with but little trouble, by keeping clofe to
the fhore, yet I was oppofed upon re-entering the
river out of the lagoon, and purfued near to my
fanding (though not clofely attacked) particularly
by an old daring one, sbout twelve feet in length,
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who kept clofe after me, and when I ftepped on
fhore and turned about, in order to draw up my
canoe, he rufbed up near my feet and lay there for
fome time, looking me in the face, his head and
thoulders out of water; I refolved he fhotld pay
for his temerity, and having a heavy load ini my fus
{ee, I ran tomy camp, and returning with my picce,
found him with his feot on the gunwale of the boat,
in fearch of fiflh, on my c¢oming up he withdrew
fullenly and flowly into the water, but {oon return<
ed and placed himfelf in his former pofition, looks
ing at me and feeming neither fearful or any way
difturbed. T {oon difpatched him by lodging the
contents of my gun in his head, and then proceed-
ed to cleanfe and prepare my fith for fupper, and
accordingly took them out of the boat, laid them
down on the fand clofe to the water, and began to
fcale them, when, raifing my head, [ faw before
me, through the clear water, the head and fhould-
ers of a very large alligator, movingflowly towards
me; [ inftantly ftepped back, when, with a {weep
of his tail, he bruthed off {everal of my fith. It
was certainly moft providential thatIlooked up at
that inftant, as the monfter would prebably, in lefs
than a minute, kave feized and dragged me into the
tiver.  This incredible boldnefs of the animal dif-
turbed me greatly, fuppofing there could now be no
reafonable fafety for me during the night, but by
keeping continually on the watch; I therefore, as
foon as I had prepared the fith, proceeded to fes
cure myfelf and effedts in the beft manner I could ;
in the firk place, I hauled my bark upon the
fhore, almoft clear ont of the water, to prevent
their overfetting or finking her, after this every
meveable was taken out and carried to my camp,
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which was but a few yards off ; then ranging {ome
dry wood in fuch order as was the moft convenient,
cleared the ground round about it, that there might
be no impednnent in my way, in cale of an attack
in the night, either from the water ‘or the land; for
I difcovered by this time, that this fmall ifthmus,
from its remote fituation and fruitfulnefs, was re-
forted to by bears and wolves. Having prepared
m}fclf in the beft manner I could, I charged my
gun and proceeded to reconnoitre my camp and the
ad]acent gr ounds ; when I difcovered that the pe-
pinfula and grove, at the diffance of about two hun-
dred yards from my encampment, on the land fide,
were invefted by a Cypre{sfwamp, covered with wa.
ter, which below was Jomcd to the fhore of the lit.
tle lake, and above to the marthes fuuoundmtr the
}acoon, fo that 1 was confined to an iflet exceed.
ingly circumfcribed, and I found there was ne other
retreat for me, in cafe of an attack, but by either
afcending one of the large Oaks, or pufhing off
with my boat.

It was by this time dufk, and the alligators had
nearly ceafed their roar, when I was again alarm.
ed by a tumultuous noife that {feemed to be in my
karbour, and therefore engaged my immediate at-
tentiom. Returning to my camp I found it undif-
turbed, and then continued on to the extreme POu.L-.
of the promontory, where I {faw a fcene, new and
furprifing, which at firft threw my fenfes into fuch
a tumult, that it was fome time before I could com-
prehend what was the matter; however, I foon
accounted for the prodigious 'Iﬁe:mblatre of Croce-
diles at this place, which exceeded every thing cof
the kind I had ever heard of.

How fhall I e}sprcfs m}fclf {'e as to convey an
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adequate idea of if to the reader, and atthe fame
time "avoid raifing {ufpicions of my want of veraci-
ty. Should I {ay, that the river (in this place) from
thore to fhore, and perhaps near half a mile above
and below me, appeared to be one folid bank of
fith, of various kinds, pufhing through this narrow
pais of St.- Juans into the little lake, on- their re~
turn down the river, and that the alligarors were
in fuch incredible numbers, and fo clofe together
from fhore to fhore, that it would have been eafy
to have walked acrofs on their heads, had the ani-
mals been harmlefs. What expreffions can {ufficient-
ly declare the fhocking {cene that for fome minutes
countinued, whillt this mighty army of fifk were for-
cing the pafs? During this attempt, thoufands, I
may {ay hundreds of thoufands of them were canght
and {wallowed by the devouring alligators. [ have
feen an alligator take up out of the water feveral
great fiflr ar a time, and jult {queezé them betwixt
kis jaws, while the tails of the great trout flapped
about his eyes and lips, ere he had {wallowed them.
The horrid noife of their clofing jaws, their pluns
ging amidft the broken banks of fifh, and rifing
with their prey fome feet upright above the swater,
. the floods of water and blood rufhing out of their
mouths, and the clouds of vapounr iffuing from their
wide noftrils, were truly frightful, This fcene con-
tinued at intervals during the night, as the fith
came to the pafs. After this fight, fhocking and
tremendous as it was, I found inyfelf {fomewhat ea-
fier and more reconciled to my fituation, being con-
vinced thar their extraordinary affemblage here,
was owing to this annual feaft of fith, and that
they were {o well employed in their own element,
that T had little occafion to fear their payingme a
wifit,
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It being now almoft night, I returned to my

camp, where I had left my fifh broling, and my
kettle of rice ftewing, and having with me, oil,
pepper and falt, and excellent oranges hanging in
zbundance over my head (a valuable fubftitute for
vinegar) I {at down and Pegaled mylelf chearfully;
having finifhed my repaft, I re-kindled my fire for
light, and whilft I wasrevifing the notes of my paft
day’s journey, 1 was fuddenly roufed with a noife
behind me toward the main land ; 1 {prang up on
my feet, and litning, I diftinétly heard fome crea-
ture wading in'the water of the ifthmus; I {eized my
gun ahd went cautioufly from my camp, diredting
my fteps towards the noife; when I had advanced
about thirty yards, I halted behind a coppice of O-
range trees, and foen perceived two very large bears,
which had made their way through the water,
and had landed in the grove, about one hundred
yards diftance from me, and were advancing to-
wards me. 1 waited until they were within thirty
yards of me, they there hegan to {nuff and look to-
* wards my camp, I fnapped my piece, but it flathed,
on which they both turned about and galloped off,
plunging through the water and {wamp, never halt-
ing as I fuppoie, until they reached faft land, as I
could hear them leaping-and plunging a long time
they did not prefume to rerurn again, nor was I
molefted by any other creature, cxcept being oc-
cafionally awakened by the whooping of owls,
icreaming of bitterns, or the woad-rats running a-
mongft the leaves.

THE wood-ratisa vcfy curipusanimal, theyarenot
half the fize of the domeftic rat; of adark brown or
Dblack colour ; ‘their tail flender and fhorter in pro-
portion, and covered thinly with fhort hair; they are
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4ingular with refpec to their ingenuity and great la-

bour in the conftrudtion of their habitations, which
are conical pyramids about three or four feet high,

conftrudéd with dry branches, which they colle&

with great labour and perfeverance, and pile up

without any apparent order, yet they are fo inter=

woven with one another, that it it would take a

bear or wild-cat fome time to pull one of theft caf-

tles to pieces, and allow the animals fufficient time -
to fecure a retreat with their yaung,

THE noife of the crocodiles kept me awake the
greater part of the night, but when I arofe in the
morning, contrary to my expectations, there was
perfedt peace; very few of them to be feen, and
thofe were afleep on the fhore, yet I wasnot able to
fupprels my fears and apprehenfions of being attack-
ed by them in future; and indeed yefterday’s com-
bat with them, notwitbftanding I came off in a
manner viétorious, or at lealt made a {fafe re-
treat, had left {fufficient impreflion on my mind
to damp my courage, and it {eemed too muuch for
one of my ftrength, being alone in a very {mall
boatto encounter {uch colleéted danger. To pur-
fue my voyage up the river, and be obliged every
evening to pafs {uch dangerous defiles, appeared to
me as perilous as running the gauntlet betwixt two
rows of Indians armed with knives and fire brands;
I however refolved to continue my voyage one day
longer, if I poflibly could with fafety, andthen re-
turn - down the river, fhould I find the Iike difficul-
ties to oppefe. Accordingly I got every thing on
board, charged my gun, and fet fail cautioufly
along fhore; asI paffed by Battle lagoon, I began
to tremble and keep a good look out, when fud--

1

denly a hmge alligator rufhed out of the reeds, and
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with a tremendous roar, came up, and darted as
fwift as an arrow under my boar, emerging upright
on my lea quarter, with open jaws, and belching
water and {fmoke thar fell upon me like rain ina
hurticane; I laid foundly about his head with my
club and beat him off, and after plunging and dart-
ing about my beat, he went off on a ftrait line
through the water, feemingly with the rapidity of
lightning, and entered the cape of the lagoon; I
‘now employed my time to the very beft advantage
in padling clofe along fhore, but could not forbear
looking now and then behind me, and prefently
, pcréewcd one-of them coming up again ; the water
of the river hereabouts, was ﬂmak and very clear,
the monfter came up with the ufual roar and me-
naces, and pafled clofe by the fide of my boat,
when I could diftinély {ee a young brood of alliga-
tors to the number of one huadred or more, fol-
lowing after her in a long train, they kept clofe
together in a column without ﬁ:raggling off to the
one fide or the other, the young a appeared tc be of
an equal fize, about fifteen inches in length, almoft
black, with pale yellow tranfrerfe waved clouds
or blotches, much like rattle {nakes in colour. I
now loft fight of my enemy again.

3rir keeping clofe along fhore; on turning a
point or projedtion of the river bank, at once I be-
held a great number of hillocks or {mall pyramids,
refembling bay cocks, rauged like an encampment
along the banks, they ftood fifteen or twenty yards
dx&ant from the water, on a high marfh, about four
feet perpendicular above the water; I knew them
te be the nefts of the crocodile, havmg_had a de-
{eription of them before, and now expected a furi~
ous and general attack, as [ {aw feves al large croe
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eodiles {wimming abreaft of thefe buildings. Thefe
nefts being fo great a curiofity to me, I was deter-
mined at all events immediately to land and exa-
mine them. Accordingly I ran my bark on fhore
at one of their landing places, which was a fort of
nick or little dock, from which afcended a floping
path or road up to theedge of the meadow, where
their nefis where, moft of them were deferted, and
the gréat thick whitifh egg-fhells lay broken and
{cattered upon the ground round about them.

THE nefts or hillocks are of the form of an obtuie
cone, four feet high and four or five feet in diame-
__ter at their bafes; they are conftruéted with mud,
grafs and herbage + at firft they lay a floor of this
kind of tempered mortar on the ground, upomn which
they depofit a layer of eggs, and wpon this a {tra-
tum of miortar feven or eight inches in;thicknefs,
and then another layer of egys, and in this manner
one firatum upon another, nearly to the top: Ibe-
lieve they commonly lay from one to two hundred
eggs in a neft: thefe are hatched I fuppofe by the
heat of the fum, and perhaps the vegetable {ubftan-
ces mixed with the earth, being acted upon by the
fun, may caufe a {fmall degree of fermenration, and
{o increafe the heat in thofe hillocks. ‘The ground
for {feveral acres about thefe nefls fhewed evident
marks of a continual refort of alligators; the grafs
was every where beaten dowsn, hardly a blade or
firaw was left (tanding ; whereas, all about, at a
diftance, it was five or fix feet high, and as thick
as it could grow together. . The female, as I ima-
gine, carefully watches her own neft of eggs until
they are all hatched, or perhaps while fhe is artend-
ing her own brood, fhe takes under her care and
protedtion, as many as the can geriat ane tune, ¢i-

American Journc WW.amcricanjourn
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ther from her own particular nelt or others: buz
certain it is, that the young are not left to fhift for
themfelves, having had frequent opportunities of
feeing the female alligator, leading about the fhores
her train of young ones, jult like a hen does her
brood of chickens, and fhe is equally affiduous and
courageous in defending the young, which are un-
der their care, and providing for their {fubfiftence ;
and when fhe is bafking upon the warm banks, with
her brood around her, you may hear the young ones
continually -whining and barking, like young pup-
pies. I believe but few of a brood live to the yeais
of full growth and magnitude, as the old feed on
the young as long as they can make prey of them.

Tae alligator when full grown is a very large
and tcrnble creature, and of prodigous firength,
ativity and {wiftnefs in the water. I have feen
them twenty feet in length, and {ome are fuppofed
to be twenty-two or twenty-three feet; their body
iz as large as that of a hor{e; their fhape ex-
aly refembles that of a lizard, except their tail,
which is flat or cuniform, being comprefled on each
fide, and gradually dmum{hmg from the abdoien
to the extremity, which, with the whole body is
covered with horny plates or fquammae, impene-
trable when on the body of the live animal, even
o a rifle ball, except about their head and juft be-
hind their fore-legs or arms, where it is faid they
are only vulnerable. The head of a full grown one

3 about three feet, and the mouth opens nearly the
fame length,.the eyes are {mall in proportion and
{fcem funk deep in the head, by means of the pro-
minency of the brows; the noftrils are large, ine
flated and prominent on the top, {o that the head
in the water, refembles, at u diftance, a greas
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chunk of wood floating about. Ouly the upper jaw
moves, which they raite almoft perpendicular, fo
as te form a right angle with the lower one. In
the fore part of the upper jaw, on each fide, jult
under the noftrils, are two very large, thick, trong
teeth or tudks, not very fharp, but rather the fhape
of a cone, thefe are as white as the fineft polifhed
ivory, and are not covered by any fkin or lips, and
always in fight, which gives the creature a fright-

ful appearance; in the lower jaw are heles oppo-

fite to thefe teeth, to receive them; when they clap

their jaws tegether ic caufes a furprifing noife, like

that which is made by forcing a heavy plank with
violence upon the ground, and may be heard at a
great diftance.

BuT what iz yet more {urprifing to a ftranger, is
the mncredible loud and terrifying roar, which they
are capable of making, efpecially in the fpring fea-
fon, their breeding time; it moft refembles very
heavy diftant thunder, not only thaking the air and
waters, but caufing the earth to tremble; and when
hundreds and thoufands are roaringat the fametime,
you can fcarcely be perfuaded, but that the whole
globe is violently and dangeroufly agitated.

Ax old champion, who is perhaps abfolute fove-
reign of a little lake or lagoon (when fifty lefs than -
himfelf are obliged to content themfelves with fwell-
ing and roaring in little coves round about) darts
forth from the reedy coverts all at once, on the.
furface of the waters, ina right line ; at firft feem--
ingly as rapid as lightning, but gradually more flow~
ly until he arrives at the center of the lake, when
he ftops; he now fwells himfelf by drawing in wind

and water through his mouth, which caufes a loud
<
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fonorous rattling in the throat for near a minute,
but it is immediately forcéd out again through his
mouth and noftrils, with a loud nolic, brandxfhmg
hi4 tail in the air, and the vapour afcendiag from his
noftrils like fnoke. At other times, when fwolen
to an extent ready to: burft; his head and tail lifted
up, he {pins or twirls round on the furface of the
water. - He acts his part like an Indian chief when
rehearfing his feats of war, and then retiring, the
exhibition is continued by others who dare to ftep
forth, and ftrive to excel each other, to gain the
attention of the favourite female.

_ Havine gratified my cumoﬁtyat this generalbreed-
Ang place “and nurfery of crocodiles, 1 continued
my voyage up the river without being greatly dife
turbed by them': in my way I obferved iflets or float.
ing fields of the bright green Piftia, decorated with
other amphibious plants, as Senecio Jacobea, Per~
ficaria amphibia, Coreoplis bidens, Hydrocotile finit-
ans, anél many othcrs of lefs note.

THE fwamps om thc ‘banks and iflands of the river,
are generally three or four feet above the furface
of the water, and verylevel; the timber large and
growing thinly, more {o than what is obferved to be
ju the {wamps below Lake George; the black, rich
wearth is covered with moderately tall, and very fuc.
culent tender grafs, which when chewed is fweet and
agreeable to the tafte, fomewhar like young fugar-
cane : it is a jointed decumbent grafs, fending out
radiculae at the joints into the earth, and o fpreads
itfelf, by creeping over its {urface.

Tae large timber trees,which poffefs the low lands,
are Acer rubrum, Ac. nigundo, Ac. glaucum, Ulmus
1y1vat1ca,anxmus excc:limr I:'rax‘ aquatica, Ulnuos
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fuberifer, Gleditfia mono{perma, Gledit. triacan.

thus, Diofpyros Virginica, Nyfla aquatica, Nyfla

fylvatica, Juglans cinerea, Quercus dentata, Quer-

cus philles, Hopea tinétoria, Corypha palma, Morus

rubra, and many mere. The Palm grows en the

edges of the banks, where they are raxfed higher than

the adjacent level ground, by the accumulation of

fand, river-fhells, &c. 1 paffedalong feveral miles-
by thofe rich {wamps, the channels of the river
which encircle the feveral fertile iflands, I had

paffed, now uniting, formed one deep channelnear

three hundred yards over. 'The banks of the river

on each fide, began to rife and prefent thelly

bluffs, adorned by beautiful Orange groves, Lau
rels and Live Oaks.  And now appeared in fight, a

tree that claimed my whole attention:- it was the

Carica papaya, both male and female, which were
in flower; aud the latter both in flower and fruig,”
fome of which were ripe, as large, and of the form

of a pear, and of a moft charming appearance.

THis admirable tree, is certainly the moft beau.
tiful of any vegetable production 1 know of; the
towering Laurel Magnolia, and exalted Palm, in-
deed exceed it'in grandeur and magnificence, but
not in elegance, delicacy and gracefulnefs; it ri-
{es ered, witha perfedly ftrait tapering Rem, ta the
height of fifteen or twenty feet, which is fmooth and
polithed,of abrightafhcolour, refembling leaf filver,
curioufly inferibed with the footfteps of the fallen
leaves, and thefe veftiges, -are placed in a very re-
gular uniform nnbncated order, which has a fine
cff‘cc"t as if the little column were elcoamly carved
all over. Its perfe@ly {pherical top, is formed of
very large lobe-finuate leaves, fupported on very
long f'ootﬁcalks' the lower leaves are'the largeft
as well as their petioles the longeft, and make
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a graceful fweep or flourifh, like the long / ox
the branches of a {fconce candleltick. The ripe
and'green fruit are placed round about the ffem or
trunk, from the lowermolt leaves, where the ripe
fruit are, and upwards almoft to the top; the hearx
or inmoft pithy part of the trunk isin a manner hol-
low, or at beft confifls of very thin porcusmeduilae
or membranes ; the tree very feldom branches or
divides into limbs, I Lelieve never unlefs the top is
by accident broken off when veryyoung : Ifaw one

~which had two tops or heads, the ftem of which dj-.
vided near the earth. It-is always green, orna-
mented at the fame time with flowers and fruis, .
which like figs come out fingly from the trunk ox-
ftem.

AF1ER Tefting and refrefhing myfclf in thefe de-.
lig tful fhades, Ileft them with reluéance, embark-
i,ng again after the fervid heats of the mm'idi;nx
fun were abated, for fome time 1 pafied by bro-
k:n ridges of fhelly high land, covered with groves
ofLive (yak, Palm, Olea Americana, and Orange
tiees; frequently obferving floating iflets and green
fields of the Piltia near the fhores of the river and
ldgodns. ' :

« Here is in this river and in the waters all over
Tlorida, a very curious and bandfome bird, the
people call them Snake Birds, 1 think 1 have feen
paintings of them on the Chinefe fereens and
other India pi@ures: they {feeem to be a fpedies
of cormorant or loon. (Col ymbus cauda clongata)
But far wore beautiful and delicately formed
than any other {pecies that I have ever feen. The
head and neck of this bird are extremely finall and
flender, the latter very long indeed, almoft out. of
all proportion, the bill long, firait and flender, ta-
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pering from its bail to a fharp point, all the upper
fide, the abdomen and thighs, are as black and
glofly asaraven’s, covered with feathers {o firm and
claftic, that they in {fome degree refemble fifh-fcales,
the brealt and upper part of the belly are covered
with feathers of a cream colour, the tail is very:
long, of a deep black, and tipped with a filvery
white, and when fpread, reprefent an unfurled fan.
They delight to fit in little peaceable communities,
onthe dry limbs of trees, hanging over the fill waters,
with their wings and tails expanded, I {uppoie to
cool and air themfelve s, when at the {amae time they
behold their images in the watery mirror : atf{uch
times, when we approach them, they drop off the
limbsinto the water asif dead, and for a minute or
two are not to be {een; whenon, a {udden at a
vaft diftance, their long flender head and neck
only appear, and have very much the appearance
of a {nake, and no other part of them are to be
feen when {wimming in the water, except fome-
times the tip end of their tail. In the heat of the
day they are feen in great numocrs, failing very
hxgh in the air, over mkes and rivers.

I pousT net bug if this b1rd had been an inhabi-
tant of the Tiber in Ovid’s days, it would have
furnithed him with a {ubje&, for fome beautiful
-and entertaining metamorphofes. I believe they
feed intirely on hﬂ] for their flefh fmells and taftes
intolerably ftrong of it, it is {carcely to be eaten
unlefs conftrained 1 by infufferable hunger..

T1ap now f{wamps and marfhes on both fides of
me, and evening ceming on apace, I began to look
qut for hloh 1and to encamip om, but thc extenfive

marfhes f-_clncd to have no bounds; and it was al-
moft dark whr i I le;”ld a to!t.Mblc fuitable place,
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and at iaft was conftrained to take up on a narrow
Brip of high thelly bank, on the Weft fide. Great
numbers of crocodiles were in £ght on both fhores;
1ran my bark on fhore at a perpendicular bank four
or five feet above the water, juft by the roots and
under the fpreading limbs of a great Live QOak : this
_appeared to have been an ancient camping place by
Indians and firolling adventurers, from aily heaps
and old rotten fire brands, and chunks, fcattered
about on the {urface of the ground ; but was now
evidently the harbour and landing place of fome
{overeign alligator : there led up from it a deep
beaten path or road, and was a convenient afcent.

I 1D not approve of my intended habitation from
thefe circumftances; and no foomer had 1 landed
and moored my canoe to the roots of the tree, than I
faw a huge crocodile rifing uvp from the bottom
clofe by me, who, when he perceived that I faw
Lim, plunged down again under my veflel ; this de-
termmined 1me to be on my guard, and in time to
provide againft a troublefome night : I took out of
my boat every moveable, which I carried upon the
bank,- then chofe my lodging clofe to my canoc,
under the {preading Oak; as hereabouts only, the
ground was open and clear of high grafs and bufhes,
and confequently T had {fome room to ftir and look
round 2bout. I then proceeded to colled@ firewood
which I found difficult to procure. Here were ftand-
ing a few Orange trees. As for provifions, I had
{aved one or two barbecued trout; the remains of
vy laft evenings colledtion in tolerable good order,
though the {ultry heats of the day bad injured them ;
yet by ftewing them up afrefh with the lively juice
of Oranges, they ferved well enough for my {up-
per: having by this time but littte relifh-or appes
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#ite for my victuals; for conftant watching at night
againtt the attacks of alligators, flinging of mui-
quitoes and {ultry heats of the day; together, with
the fatigues of working my bark, had almeoft de-
prived me of every defire but that of ending my
troubles as {peedy as pofiible. I had the good for-
tune to collet together a fufficiency of dry flicks,
to kecep up a light and fmoke, which I laid by me,
and then fpread my fkins and blankets upon the
ground,  kindled up a little fire and {upped before
it was quite dark. The evening was however, ex»
tremely pleafant, a brifk cool breeze fprang up, and
the {kies were perfedly fereme, the flars twinkling
with uncommon briliancy. I firetched myfelf a-
long before my fire; having the river, my little
harbour and the ftern of my veffel in view, and now
through fatigue and wearinefs I fell aflcep, but
this happy temporary releafe from cares and trou-
bles I enjoyed but a few moments, when 1 was a-
wakened and greatly {furprifed, by the terrifying
{creams of Owls iu the deep {wamps around me,
and what encreafed my extreme mifery was the dif-
ficulty of geting quite awake, and yet hearing at
the fame time fuch fcréaming and fhouting, which
increafed and {pread every way for miles around, in
dreadful peals vibrating through the dark extenfive
forefts, meadows and lakes, I conld not afrer this fur~
prifere cover the former peaceable ftate and tranguil-
ity of mind and repofe, during the long night, and I
believe it was happy for me that I was awakened,
for at that moment the crocodile was dathing my
canoe againft the roots of the tree, endeavouring
to get into her for the fith, which I however pre-
vented. Another time in the night I believe I nar-
rowly efcaped being dragged into the river by him,
for when again through exceffive fatigue I bad fak
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len aﬂccp, but was again awakened by the {creams
ing owl, Ifound the ‘monfter on the top of the bank,
his head towards me not above two yards diftant,
when ftarting up and feizing my fuzee well loaded,
which T always kept under my head in the night
time, he drew back and plunged into the water.
After this I roufed up my fire, and kept a light du-
ring the remaining part of the night, bemg deter-
mmcd not to be caught napping fo again, indeed the
mufquitoes alone VvouH have been abundantly fuffi-
cient to keep any creature awake that poffefled
their perfed {enfes, but I was overcome, and ftu-
pified with inceffant watching and labour : as foon
as I difcovered the frlt figns of day-light, I arofc,
got all my effeds and implements on board and fet
fail, proceeding upwards, hoping to give the muf{--
quitoes the {lip, who were now, by the cool morning
dews and breezes, driven to their thelter and hxd;ng
places; I was miftaken however in thefe conjec-
tares, for great numbers of them, which had con-
cealed themfelves in my boat, as{oon as the {un
arofe, began to revive, and fting me on my legs,
which obliged me to land in order to get buihes to
beat them out of their quarters.

It is very pleafingto obferve the banks of the
river ornamented with hanging garlands, com-
pofed of varieties of climbing vcgétablcs, both
forubs and plants, forming perpendicular green
walls, with projefing jambs, pilafters and decp
apartments, twenty or thirty feet high and com-
pleatly covered, with Glycine frutefcens, Glyc. apios,
Vitis labrufca, Vitis vulpina, Rajana, Hedera quin-
quifolia, Hedera arborea, Eupatorivm {candens,
Bignonia crucigera, and various {pecies of Convol-
vulus, Parttc“} rlv ap a'“ﬂazmg tall climber of this
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genus, or perhaps an Ipomea. This has a very
large white flower, asbigas a {mall funnel, its tube
is hve or fix inches in length and not thicker than
a pipe ftem; the leaves are allo very large, oblong
and cordated, {fometimes dentated or angled, near
the infertion of the foot-ftalk; they are of a thin
texture, and of a deep green colour: it js exceed-
ingly curious to behold the Wild Squath* climbing
over the lofty limbs of the trees; their yellow fruit
fomewhat of the fize and figure of a large orange,
:pendant from the extremiities of the limbs over the
water.

Towarps noon, the {ultry heats being intolera-
ble, I put into {hore, at a midling high bank, five oz
fix feet above the {urface of the river; thislow fandy
teftaceous ridge along the river fide was but narrow,
the furface is hoht,black and exceedingly fertile,pre~
ducing very large vencrable Live Oaks, Palms and
grand 1} ’\/hgnolla.s, fcatteringly planted by nature:
there being no underwood to prevent the play of
the breezes from the river, afforded a defirable re-
treat from the fun’s heat: immediately back of this
narrow ridge, was deep wet {fwamps, where ftood
fome aftonithingly tall and {preading Cyprefs trees;
and now being weary and drowfy, I was induced to
indulge and liften to the diftates of reafon and
invitations: to repofe, which confenting to, after
fecuring my boat and reconnoitring the ground,
I {pread my blanket under the Oaks near my boat,
on which I extended myfelf, where, falling to fleep, I
inftantaneoully paffed away the fultry hours of noon,
what 2 blifsfel tranquil repofe! undiftorbed Tawoke,
refrefhed and ftrengthened; I chearfuolly ﬁ:cpped on
board again and contmucd to afcend the river, The

T
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afternoan being cool. and pleafant, and the trees
very lofty on the higher Weftern banks of the river,
by keeping near that (hore I pafled under agreea-
ble fhades the remaining part of the day. During
almoft all this day’s voyage; the banks of the river
on both fhores were midling high, perpendicular,
and waflhed by the brifk current; the fhores were
not lined with the green lawns of floating aquatics,
and: confequently net very commodious reforts or
harbours for. crocodiles, I therefore was not difa
turbed by them, and-faw but few, but thofe were
very large. I however did not like to lodge om
thofe narrow ridges, invefted by fuch dreary fwamps,
and evening approaching, I began to be anxious
for high land for a camping place; it was quite
dark before T came up to a bluff, which I had in
view a long time, over a very extenfive point of
“meadows. 1landed however atlaft, in the belt man-
ner I could, at a magnificent foreft of Orange
groves, Oaks and Palms. I here, with little labour
or difficulty, foon colleed a fufficient quantity of
"d’rfyi wood: theré was a pleafant vifta of grafs be-
twixt the grove and the edge of the river bank,
which afforded a very convenient, open, airy camp-
-ing place, under the protection of {ome {preading
Oaks.

THis was a high perpendicular bluff, fronting
more than one hundred yards on the river, the earth
black, loofe and fertile, it is a compofition of ri-
ver-fhells, fand, &e. back of it from the river, were
open Pine forefts and {favannas. I met with a cir-
cumftance here, that, with {ome, may be reckoned
worthy of mentioning, fince it regards the monu-
ments of the ancients; as I have already obferved,
when T landed it was quite dark, and in colleding
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wood for my fire, ftroling in the dark about the
groves,I found the {urface of the ground very uneven,
by means of little mounts and ridges; in the morning
I found I had taken up my lodging on the border of
an ancient burying ground; {epulchres or tumuli
of the Yamafees, who were here flain by the Creeks:
in the laft decifive battle, the Creeks baving driven
them into this point, between the doubling of the
river, where few of them efcaped the fury of the
conquerors.  Thefe graves occupied the whole
grove, confifting of two or three acres of ground;
there were near thirty of thefe cemeteries of the
dead, nearly of an equal fize and form, they were
oblong, twenty feet in length, ten or twelve feet
in width and three or four feet high, now over-
grown with Orange trees, Live Oaks, Laurel Mag-
nolias, Red bays and other trees and fhrubs, compo-:
fing dark and {olemn fhades. .

I nEre, for the firft time fince I left the trading
houfe, enjoyed a night of peaceful repofe; I arofe,
greatly refrefhed and in good {pirits, ftepped on
board my bark and continued my voyage. After
doubling the point I paffed by {wamps and meadows
on each fide of me, The river here is fomething
more contradted within perpendicular banks, ‘the
land of an excellent quality, fertile, and. praducing
prodigioufly large timber and luxuriant herbage.

THe air continued {ultry and fearcely enough wind
to flutter the leaves on the trees. The Eaftern
cozft of the river now opens, and prefents to view
ample plains, confiting of grafly marfhes and green
meadows, and affords a profped almoft unlimited
and extremely pleafing.  The oppofite fhore pre-
{ents to view a fublime contraft; a high bluff bedr.
ing magnificent forefts of grand Magnolia, - glbrig
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ous Palms, fruitful Orange groves, Live Oaks, Bays
and’othérs. - This grand elevation centinyes four or-
five: lrandred yards, deferibing a gentle curve on the
tiver; ornamented by a fublime grove of Palms,
éofififting of many hundreds of trees togetlier i- they
intirely fhade the ground -under them. Above
and below the bluff the grounds gradunally defcend
to the common level fwamps on the river: back
of this eminence opens to view, expanfive green
meadows or favannas, in which are to be {feen
ghtterihg ponds of water, furrounded at a great
diftance, by high open Pine forefts and hommocks,
and iflets of Oaks and Bays ‘projeditig nto the
favannas. - After rahging about thefe folitary groves
and pedceful fhades, I re-embarked and conti-
nued foive miles up the river, between clevated
bapks of the {wamps or low lands, when on the Eaft
fhore in a capacious cove or winding of the river,
were pleafing floating fields of Piftia, and in the
bottom of this cove (;pencd to view a ]a‘;t;ae creck
or b"’ ichi of the river, which I knew to be the en-
" bcanhf‘ul Tike, on the banks of which
wag the farm T was going to vifit, and which I
dcﬁgncd fhould be the laft extent of my voyage
up the river.

ABoUT noon the weather became extremely ful-
try, not a breath of wind ftirring, bazy or cloudy,
and very heavy diftant thunder, which is an{wered
by the crocodiles, fure prefage of a ftorm!

SooN after alcending this branch of the river, on
the tight hand prefents to view, a delightful little
bluff, ‘confitting chiefly of fhells, and covered with
2 dark grove of Red Cedar, Z anthoxilen and Myr-
tle, I could not refift the temptation to fop lLiere,
slthough the tremendous thunder all around the
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hemifphere alarmed me greatly, having a large
lake to crofs. From this grove prefents to view,
an expanfive and pleafing profpe&. The beauteous
long lake in front, about North Eaft from me,
its moft diftant Eaft fhores adorned with dark, high
forefts of ftately trees; North and South almoft
endlefs green plains and meadows, embellifhed with
iflets and projedting promontories of high, dark
forefts, where the pyramidal Magnolia grandiflora,
Palma elata and fhady Oak confpicuoufly tower.

Being heretofore fo clofely invefted, by high fo-
refts and deep fwamps of the great river, I was
prevented from feeing the progrefs and increafe of
the approaching tewnpeft, the terrific appearance
of which now at once confounded me; how purple
and fiery appeared the tumuvltious clonds! {wiftly
afccnding or darting from the horizon upwards;
they feemed to oppofe and dafh againft each other,
the fkies appeared ftreaked with blood or pur-
ple flame overhead, the flaming lightning ftreaming
and darting about in every direétion around, feems
to fill the world with fire ; whilft the heavy thunder
keeps the earth in a conftant tremor. I had yet
fome hopes of crofling the lake to the plantation
in fight. On the oppofite fhore of the creek be-
fore me, and on the cape as we enter the lake,
ftood a large iflet or grove of Oaks and Palms, here
I intended to feek fhelter and abide till the fury of
the hurricane was overpaft, if'I found it too violent
to permit me to crofs the lake ; in confequence of
this precipitate determination I ftepped into my boat
and pufhed off, what a dreadful rufhing and roar-
ing there is every where around me; and to my
utter confufion and aftonifhment I could not find
from what particular quarter its ftrongelt current
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or direftion came, whereby I might have a proper
chance of taking meafures of {ecuring a harbour or
running from it. The high forefts behind me bend
to the blaft, and the fturdy limbs of the trees crack;
T had by this time got up a-breaft of the grove or
hommock, the hurricane clofe by, purfuing me, I
found it dangerous and imprudent in the higheft
degree to put in here, as the groves were already
torn up, and- the {preading limbs of the ancient
Live Oaks were flying over my head, and carried
about in the air as leaves and ftubble ; I ran by and
boldly entered the lake, (being hurried in by a
ftrong current, which feemed a prodigy, the vio-
lent wind driving the fiream of the creek back a-
gain into the lake) and as foon as poffible took
fhelter under the high reedy bank of the lake, made
falt my bark to the boughs of 2 low fhrubby Hickory,
that leaned over the watcr: fuch was the violence
of the wind, that it raifed the waters on the oppo-
fite {hores of the lake feveral feet perpendicular,
and there was a rapid flow of water from the creek
into it, which was contrary to its natural courfe; fuch
floods of rain fell during the fpace of half or three
quarters of an hour that my boat was filled, and I
expedted every moment, when I fhould {ee her fink
to the bottom of the lake; and the violence of the
wind kept the cable fo conftantly ¢xtended, that
it was beyond my ability to get to her; my box
which contained my books of {pecimens and other
colle&tions, was floating sbout in her; and for a
great part of the time the rain came down with
fuch rapidity and fell in {fuch quantities, that every
objel was totally obfcured, excepting the continu-
al ftreams or rivers of lightning, pouring from the
clouds; all feemed a frightful <haos. When the
wind aud rain abated, I was overjoyed to fee the
face of nature again appear.
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"~ JT tock me an hour or more to clear the water
out of my bark. I then croffed the lake before a
brifk and favourable breeze (it was about a mile o-
ver) and landed fafely at the plantation.

Wasn [ arrived my friend was affrighted to fee
me, and immediately enquired of me in what man-
ner I came there, {fuppoling it impoflible (until I
had fhewed him my boat) that I could have arrived
by water, through fo tremendous a hurricane.

Inpgep I faw plainly that they were greatly ter-
rified, having {uffered aimoft irreparable damages
from the violence of the ftorm ; all the buildings
on the plantation except his own dwelling-houfe,
were laid almoft flat to the ground, or the logs and
roof rent afunder and twifted about ; the manfion-
houfe fhook and reeled over their heads. He had
ncarly one hundred acres of the Indigo plant almoft
ripe for the firlt cutting, which was nearly ruined,
and feveral acres of very promifing Sugar-canc,
totally {poiled for the feafon. The great Live
‘Oaks which had been left ffanding about the fields,
were torn to pieces, their limbs Iymc' {cattered over
the ground : and one very large one which ftood
near his houfe torn down, which could not have
been done by the united ftrength of a thoufand men.
But what is incredible, in the midft of this devafi.
ation -and ruin, providentially no lives were loft,
although there were about fixty Negro flaves on the
plantatlon, and moft of them in tht:‘r huts when the
ftorm came on, yet they efcaped with their lives,
though feveral were badly wounded.

I conTiNUED here three days, indeed it took molt
of the time of my abode withhim, to dry my books
and {pecimens of plants. But with attention and
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care I faved the greateft number of them ; though
" fome were naturaliy fo delicate and fragile, that it
was impofible to recover them. Here isa vaft bos:
dy of land belonging to this eftate; of high ridg-
es fit for the culture of Corn, Indigo; Cotton, Ba-
tatas, &c. and of low {wamps and marfhes, which
when properly drained and dilled, would be {uitable
for Rice, thefe rich low grounds when drained and
ridged, are as produdtive as the natural high land,
and vaftly more durable, efpecially for Sugar-cane,
Corn and even Indigo; but this branch of agricul-
ture being more expenfive, thefe vich lands are ne-
glected, and the upland only is under culture. The
farm is fituated on the Eaft fhore of the beantiful
Long Lake, which is above two miles long, and
near a2 mile broad, which communicates with the
St. Juan, by the little river which I afcended; it
“is about one and an half mile inlength, and thirty or
forty yards wide; thisriver, as well as the lake, a-
bounds with fith, and wild fowl of various kinds, and
incredible numbers efpecially during the winter {ea
fon, when the geefc and ducks arrive here from
tihe North.

* NEw-S¥MYR¥4, a pretty thriving town, Is g co-
lony of Greeks and Minorquies, eftablifhed by Mr.
Turnbull, on the Mufquito river and very near its

* New-Smyrna is built on 2 high (helly bluff, on the Welt bank of the
South branch of Mufquito river, about ten miles above the capes. of that ri=
ver, which is abou: thirty miles North of Cape Canaveral, Lat. 28. I was
there about ten years ago, when the {urveyor run the lines or precinéls of the
colony, where there was neither habitation nor cleared field. It was then
a famous Orange grove, the upper or South promontory of a' ridge, nearly
half a mile wide and ftretching North about forty miles, to the head of the
Narth branck of the Mufquito, to wherethe Tomoko river unites with it, nearly
parallel to the [:a coaft, and not above two miles acrofs to the {ea beach. All
this ridge was then one entire Orange grove, with Live Oaks, Magnolias,
Palms, Red Baysand others : I obferved then, near where New-Smyrna now
{tands, a fpactous Indian meunt and avenic, which flood near the banks of
the river; the avenue.ran on a ftrait line back, through the groves; acrols
the ridge; and terminated at the ver ge of natural {avananas and poads,
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mouth, Is about thirty miles over land from this
farm.,

My friend rode with me, about four miles diftance
from the houfe, to thew me a vaft fountain of warm
or rather hot mineral water, which iffued from a
high r1dge or bank on the river in a great cove or
bdy, a few miles above the mouth of the creek
which I afcended to the lake; it boils up with great
force, forming immediately a vait circular bafon,
capacious enough for feveral fhallops to ride in, and
runs with rapidity into the river three or four hun-
dred yards diftance. This creek, which is formed
inftantly by this admirable fountain, is wide and
deep enough for a floop to fail up into the bafon.
The water is perfeétly diaphanous, and here are
continually a prodigious number and variety of fifh;
they appear as plain as though lying on a table be-
- tore your eyes, although many feet deep in the wa-
ter. This tepid water has a moft difagreeable tafte,
braffy and vitriolic, and very offenfive to the {mell,
much like bilge water or the wafhings of a gun-bar-
rel, and is {fmelt at a great diftance. A pale bluifh or
pearlcoloured coagulum covers every inanimate fub-
{tance that lies in the water, as logs, limbs of trees,
&c. Alligators and gar were numerous in the ba-
fon, ‘even at the apertures where the ebulition e-
merges through the rocks, as alfo many other tribes
of fifh. In the winter {ealon feveral kinds of fith
and aquatic animals migrate to thefe warm foun-
tains, The forbldmg tafte and {mell of thefe wa-
ters {feem to be owing to vitriolic and fulphurious
fumes or vapours, and thefe being condenfed, form
this coagulum,which reprefentsflakesof pearly clouds
in the clear cerulean watersin the bafon. A charme

U
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ing Orange grove, with Magnolias, Oaks and Palms,
half furrounded this vaft fountain. A delightful
ftream of cool falubrious water iffues from the ridge,
meandering along and enters the creek juit below
the bafon. I returned in the evening, and next day
fat off again down the river.

My hofpitable friend, after fupplying me with
neceffaries, prevailed on me to accept of the com-
pany and affiftance of his purveyor, one day’s voyage
down the river, whom I was to {et on fhore at a
certain bluff, upwards of twenty miles below, but
not above one third that diftance by land; he was
to be out in the forefts one day, on a hunt for tur.
keys.

TuE current of the river being here confined with.
in its perpendicular banks, ran bliﬂdy down; we
chcarful]y defcended the grand river St Juan, cn-
joying enchanting pr oipcds.

Berore night we reached the deftined port, at a
fpacious Orange grove. Next morning we {epara-
ted, and I prmcedcd down the river. The prof-
pe&s on either hand are now pleafing and I view
them at leifure, and without toil or dread.

Inpucep by the beautiful appearance of the greem
meadows, which open to the Eaftward, I determi-
ned not to pafs this Elifium without a vifit, Belold
the loud, fonorous,watchful favanna crane (grus pra.
tenfis) with mufical clangor, in detaciied iquadrons.
They {pread their light elaftic fail; at firlt they
move fromthe earth heavy and {low, they labour and
beat the denfe air; they form the line with wide exe
tended wings, tip to tip, they all rife and fall toges
ther ax one bird; now they mwunt aloft, gradually
wheeling about, each fquadron performs its cyor -
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tion, incircling the expanfive plains, obferving each
one their own orbit; then lowering fail, defcend
on the verge of {fome glittering lake; whilft other
{quadrons, afcending aloft in {piral circles, bound
on interefting difcoveries, wheel round and double
‘the promontory, in the filvery regions of the cloud-
ed fkies, where, far from the {cope of eye, they
carefully obferve the verdant meadows on the bor-
ders of the Eaft Lake; then contraé their plumes
and defcend to the earth, where, refting awhile on
fome verdant eminence, near the flowery border of
the lake, with dignified, yet flow, re{pedful fteps,
approach the kindred band; they confer and treat
for habitation; the bounds and precinéts being fet-
tled, they confederate and take pofieflion.

THzeRE is inhabiting the low fhores and {wamps
of this river and the lakes of Florida, as weH as
Georgia, a very curious bird, called by an Indian
name (Ephoufkyca*) which fignifies in our langnage
the crying bird. I cannot determine what genus
of Furopean birds to join it with. It is about the
fize of a large domeftic hen; all the body, above
and beneath, is of a dark lead colour, every feather
edged or tipped with white, which makes the bird
appear fpeckled on a near view; the eye s large
and placed high on the head, which is very promi-
nent; the bill or beak isfive or fix inches in length,
arched or bent gradually downwards, in that refpect
to be compared to one half of a bent bow, itislarge
or thick near the bafe, compreffed on each fide, and
Aatted at top and beneath, which makes it appear
four fquare for more than inch, where the noi’crﬂ.s

“are placed, from whence to their tips, both n.landz‘
bles are round, gradually leflening or tapering te

# Tantalus pitas
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their extremities, which are thicker for about half
an inch than immediately above, by which the mun-
dibles never fit quite cloie their whole length; the
upper mandible is a {fmall matter longer than the
under; the bill is of a dufky green colour, more
bright and yellowith about the bafe and angles of
the mouth; the tail is very fhort and the middle
feuther the longeft, the others on each fide fhorten
gradually, and are of the colour of the reft of the
bird, only fomewhat darker; the two fhorteft or
outermoft feathers are perfedtly white, which the
bird has a faculty of flirting out on either fide, as
quick as a flafh of lightning, efpecially when he
hears or {ees any thing that difturbs him, uttering
at the {ame inftant an extreme harfh and loud
fhriek ; his neck is long and flender, and his legs
are alfo long and bare of feathers above the knee,
like thofe of the bittern, and are black or of a dark
Jead colour.

THERE are two other {pecies of this genus, which
agree in almoft every particular, with the above
defcription, except in fize and colour: the firfk* of
thefe 1 (hall mention is a perfedt white, except the
prime quill feathers, which are as black as thole of 2
crow; the bill and legs of a beantiful clear red, as alfo
afpace clear of feathers about the eyes. The other
{peciest is black on the upper {ide, the breaft and
belly white, and the legs and beak as white as fnow ;
both thefe fpecies are about half the fize of the crying
bird. They fly in large flocks or {quadrons, even-
ing and morning to and from their feeding places
or roolts; both fpecies are called Spanifh curlews
thefe and the crying bird feed chicly on eray fifh,

# Tanulusabus.  Wuminus albus. Cat.
+ Tantalus verficolor,  Numsinus fulous, Cat.
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shofe cells they prabe, and thh their ftrong pinch-
ing bills drag them omt: all the thrcc {pecies are
efteemed excellent food.

IT is a pleafing fight at times of high winds and
heavy thunder ftorms, to obferve the numerous{qua.
drouns of thefe Spanifth curlews dmvmg to and fro,
turning and tackmgabmut h;gn up in the 2ir, when
by their various evolutions in the different and op.
pofite currents of the wind high in the clouds, their
filvery white plumage gleams and fparkies like the
brighteft chryftal, reflecting the fun-beams that darg
upon them between the dark:cloudss

Sixnce T have turned my obfervation upon the
birds of this country, I thall notice another very
{ingular one, which though already moft curioufly
-and exadtly figured by Catefby, yet it feems to
be nearly allied to thole before menticned, I mean
the bird whichhe calls the wood pelican.* This is
a large bird, perhaps mear three feet high when
ftanding ere@. The billis very long and firong,
bending with a moderate curve, from the bafe to
the tip, the upper mandible is the fargft, and re-
ceivesthe edges of the nether one into it its whole
length; the edges are very fharp and firm, the
whole of a dark afh or horn colour; the forehead
round the bafe of the beak, and fides of the head
is bare of :fearhcrs, and of a dark greenith colour,
in which {pace is placed the eyes, which are very
Jarge; the remainder of the head and neck is of a
.nut brown colour ; the back of a light bluifh grey s
upper part -of the wings, breaft and belly almoft
white, with fome ﬂlght dafhes of grey; the quille
£eathers and tail, which are very fhort, are of a dark
dlage colour, almoft black ; the legs which are ve-

# Fangalus loculator, Linn,
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ry long, and bare of feathers a great lengthabove
the knees, are of a dark dull greenifh colour: they
have af{mall bag or pouch under their throat: they
feed on {erpents, young alligators, frogs and other
reptiles. '

ThHis {olitary bird does not affociate in flocks, but
is generally feen alone; commounly near the banks
of great rivers, in vaft marihes or meadows; cipe-
cially fuch as are caufed by inundations, and alfo
in the vaft deferted Rice plantations; he ftands a-
lone on the topmoft limb of tall dead Cyprefs trees,
his neck contrated or drawn in uvpon his thoulders,
and beak refting like a long icythe upon his breaft =
in this penfive pofture and folitary fituation, they
look extremely grave, {orrowful and melancholy,
as if in the deepeft thought. They are never feen
on the {alr {ea coalt, and yet are never found at a
grear diftance fromit. I take this bird to be of a
different genvs from the tantalus, and perhaps ap-
proaches the neareft to the Egyptian ibis of any
other bird yet known.

THERE are two {pecies of vultures* in thefe re-
gions I think not mentioned in hiftory : the firft we
{hall defcribe is a beautiful bird, near the fize of
a turkey buzzard+, bat his wings are much fhorter,
and confequently, he falls greatly below that ad-
mirable bird infail. I {hall call this bird the paint-
ed vulture. The bill is long and ftrait almoft to
the point, when it is hooked or bent {fuddenly down
and fharp; the head and neck bare of feathers
nearly down to the ftomach, when the feathers bee
gin to cover the (kin, and foon become long und
of a foft texture, forming a ruff or tippet, in which
the bird by contra&ing his neck can hide thar as

¥ Vultar era, " 4 Voltn airss
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well as his head; the bare {kin on the neck'appears
loofe and wrinkled, which is of a deep bright yel-
low colour, intermixed with coral red; the hinder
part of the neck is nearly covered with thort, fiff
hair; and the fkin of this part of the neck is of a
dun-purple colour, gradwally becoming red as it
approaches the yellow of the fides and forepart.

The crown of the head is red ; there are lobed lap-
-pets of d redifh orange colour, which lay on the bafe
of the upper mandible. But what is fingular, a
large portion of the ftomach hangs down on the
breaft of the bird, in the likenefs of a fack or half
wallet, and feems to be a duplicature of the craw,
which is naked and of aredifh fleth colour, this is part-
1y concealed by the feathers of the breaft, unlefs when
it is loaded with food, (which is commonly, I believe,
roafted reptiles) and then it appears prominent. * The
plumage of the bird is generally white or cream coe
tour, except the quill-feathers of the wings and two
or three rows of the coverts, which are of 3 beau.
tiful dark trown; the tail whichislarge and white
is tipped with thls dark brown or black ; the legs
and feet of a clear white ; the eye isencircled with
a gld coloured iris; the pupil black.

Tue Creeks or Mufcogulges conftruét their roy-
a] ftandard of the tail feather of this bird, which is
called by a name {ignifying the eagle’s tail; this they
carry with them when they go to battle, but then it
is painted with a zone of red within the brown tips;
and in peaceable negociations it is difplayed new,
clean and white, this ftandard is held moft facred
by them on alloccafions; and is conftructed and orna-
mented with great ingenuity, Thefe birds {eldom
appear but when the deferts are fet on fire (Which
happens ahnoﬂ: evcry dﬁy throughout the year, in
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fome paft or other, by the Indians, for the purpofe
of roufing the game, as alfo by the lightning:)
when they are {feen at a diftance foaring on the
wing, gathering from every quarter, and gradually
approaching the burnt plains, where they alight
upon the ground yet fmoking with hot embers;
they gather up the roafted ferpents, frogs and
lizards; filling their facks with them; at this time
a pcrf‘un may thootthem at pleafure, they not being
willing te quit the feall, and indeed feemn to brave
all danger.

‘Tue other {pecies may very properly be called
the copcd vulture, and is by the inhabitants called
the carrion crow ; as to bulk or weight, he is nearly
cqual to cither of the others before mentioned.
His wingsare not long and fharp pointed, but broad
and round at their extremities, having a <lumfy
appearance ; the tail is remarkably fhort, which
he {preads like a little fan, when on the wing; they
have a heavy laborious flight, flapping their wings,
then fail a little and then flap their wings a-
gain, and fo on asif recovering themfelves when
falling; the beak is very long and ftrair, wuntil
it makes a fudden hook at the point, in the man-
ner of the other vultures; the whole bird is of a
fable or mourning colour ; the head and neck down
to the breall is bare of fc:a.thcrs, and the fkin wrink-
led, this unfeathered fkin is of a deep livid purple,
appearing black and thinly fet with {bort black hairs
ke has a ruff or tippet of long {oft feathers, like a
collar bearing on his breaft, in which he can con-
ceal his neck and head at pleafure.

Havine agreeably diverted away the intol-
erable heats of fultry noon in fruieful fragrant
groyes, with rem.wud wgaur 1 agfzm refume my
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{fylvan pilgrimage. The afternoon and evening mo-
derately warm, and exceeding pleafant views from
the river and its varied fhores. = I pafled by Battle
lagoon and the bluff, without much oppofition ; but
the crocodiles were already affembling in the pafs.
Before night I came to, at a charming Orange grove
bluff, .on the Eaft fide of the litdle lake, and after
fixing my camp ou a high open fitnation, and col-
le&ting a plenty of dry wood for fuel, I had time
to get fome fine trout for fupper and joyfully re-
turn to my camp. ’

‘WHAT a moft beautiful creature is this fith before
me! gliding to and fro, and figuring in the ftill
clear waters, with his orient attendants and affo-
ciates: the yellow bream* or fun fifh. It isa-.
bout eight inches in length, nearly of the fhape of
the trout, but rather larger in proportion over the
thoulders and breaft; the mouth large, and the
branchioftega opens wide; the whole filh is of a
pale gold (or burnifhed brafs) colour, darker on the
back and upper fides ; the fcales are of a proporti-
onable fize, regularly placed, and every where va-
riably powdered with red, ruflet, filver, blue and
green fpecks, folaid on the fcales as to appear like
real duft or opaque bodies, each apparent particle
being fo projedted by light and fhade, and the va-
rious attitudes of the fifh, as to deceive the fight;
for in reality nothing can be of a more plain and
polifhed furface than the fcales and whole body of
the fith; the fins are of an Orange colour; and
like all the {pecies of the bream, the ultimate an=
gle of the branchioftega terminate by a little fpa-
tula, the extreme end of which reprefents a créfcent
of the fineft ultramarine blue, encircled \‘vi‘ch filver;

X

® Cyprinus coranaritts,
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and velvet black, like the eye in the feathers of &
peacock’s train ; he is a fifh of prodigious firength
and a&ivity in the water; a warrior ina gilded coat
of mail, and gives no reft or quarters to {mall fith,
which he preys upon; they are delicious food and
in great abundance. |

THE Orange grove, is but narrow, betwixt the
the river banks and ancient Indian fields, where
there are evident traces of the habitations of the an-
cients, furrounded whith groves of Live Oak, Launrel
Magnolia, Zanthoxilon, Liquid-amber, and others,

How harmonious and {oothing is this native {yl-
van mufic now at ftill evening ! inexpreflibly tender
ate the refponfive cooings of the innocent dove, in
the fragrant Zanthoxilon groves, and the variable
and tuneful warblings of the nonparel; with the
more {prightly and elevated ftrains of the blue linnet
and golden iéterus; this is indeed harmony even
amid{l the inceffant croaking of the frogs; the
fhades of filent night are made more chearful, with
the fhrill voice of the whip-poor-will* and alive
mock-bird,

My fituation high and airy, a brifk and cool
breeze {teadily and inceflantly pafling over the clear
waters of the lake,and fluttering over me through the
furrounding groves, wings its way to the moon-light
favannas, while I repofe on my {weet and healthy
couch of the {oft Tillandfi ulnea-adfcites, and the lat-
~ ter gloomy and fill hours of night pafled rapidly
. away as it were in a moment; I arofe, {trengthen.

. ® Caprimulgus rufus called chuck-will’s-widow, fromia fancied refem-
““plance of his notes 10 thefe words: they inhabit the maritime parts of

“Carolina and Florida, and are more than twice the {ize of the night hawk
&r whip-poor-will, ‘






IXEA CALESTINA.
Had, lredosce autsilic nda. Coilis
Lowred, tage reats Folils Lsvoisr
Lo secrodsebeik, earapedeadan i lovibus
(.‘er)//(zv//://;r ”nr;(//u'u et verlooa,

vid. Tourn.
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ed and chearful, in the morning. Having fome
repairs to make in the tackle of my veffel, T paid
my firlt attention to them; which being accom-
plithed, my curiofity prompted me to penetrate
the grove and view the illumined plains,

WHAT a beautiful difplay of vegetation is here
before me! feemingly unlimited in extent and va-
riety; how the dew-drops twinkle and play upon
the fight, trembling on the tips of the lucid, green
favanna, fparkling as the gem that flames on the
turban of the Eaftern prince; fee the pearly tears
rolling off the buds of the expanding Granadilla®;
- behold the azure fields of ceruleanIxea! what can
" equal the rich golden flowers of the Cana lutea,which

ornament the banks of yon ferpentine rivulet, me-
andering over the meadows; the almoft endlefs
varieties of the gay Phlox, that enamel the {fwelling
green banks, affociated with the purple Verbena co-
rymbofa, Viola, pearly Gnaphalium, and filvery Per-
dicium ; how fantaftical looks the libertine Clito-
riz, mantling the {hrubs, on the viftas {kirting the
groves, My morning excurfion finithed, I return-
edTo the camp, breakfafted, then went on board my
boat, and gently defcended the noble river and paf-
fed by feveral openings.of extenfive plains and
meadows, environing the Eaft Lake, charming be-
youd compare; at evening I came to at a good
harbour, under the high bauks of the river, and
refted during the night, amidil the fragrant groves,
expofed to the conftant breezes from the river:
here T made ample colletions of {pecimensand grow-
ing roots of curious vegetables, which kept me fuls
ly employed the greatcit part of the doy, and in
the evening arrived at a charming {pot on the Ealk

¢ Pafliflora incarnats, called May-Apple,
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bank, which I had marked on my afcent up the #i-
ver, where I made fome addition to my colleéti.
ons, and the next day I employed myfelf in the
fame manner, putting into thore frequently, at eone
venient places, which T had noticed ; and in the
cvcning arrived again at the upper ftore, where I
had the pleafure of finding my old friend, the tra-
der, in good health and chearful, and his affairs in
a profperous way. There were alfo a fmall party
- of Indians here, who had lately arrived with their
bunts to purchafe goods. 1 continued a few days-
at this poft, fearching its environs for curious ve-
getable produdtions, colle@ing feeds and planting
growing roots in boxes, to be tranfportcd to the
lower trading houfe.

Now, havmg procured neceffaries to accommo-
date me on my voyage down to the lower ftore, I
bid adieu to my old friend and benefadtor, Mr. Job
Wiggens, embarked alone on board my little for-
tunare veflel, and fat fail; 1 chofe to follow the
Faftermoft channel of the river to the Great Lake,
- becaufe it ran by high banks and bluffs of the Eaft-
ern main the grcate{k part of the diftance, which
afforded me an opportunity of obferving a far great-
er variety of natural {fubjeds, than if I had taken
the Weftern or middle channel, which flowed thro?
{fwamps and marihes, o

AT evening I arrived at Cedar Point, my former
fafe and pleafant harbour, at the Eaft cape of the
Great Lake, where I had noticed fome curious
fhrubs and plants; herel refted, and on the {fmooth
and gentle current launch again into the little oce-
an of Lake George, mcanmg now, on my return,
to coaft his Weftern fhores in {fearch of new beau-
ties in the ho*mtcous kingdom of Flora.
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.1 was however induced to deviate a little frem
ﬁﬁy intended courfe, and touch at the inchanting
little Ifle of Palms. ‘This delightful {pot, planted
by nature, is almoft an entire grove of Palms, with
a few pyramidal Magnolias, vae.Oaks, golden O-
range, and the animating Zanthoxilop; what a beau-
tiful retreat is here! blefled unvielated {pot of earth!
sifing from the limpid waters of the lake; its fra-
grant groves and blooming lawns invefted and pro-
tefted by encircling ranks of the Yucca gloriofa;
a fafcinating atmoiphere {urrounds this blifsful gar-
den; the balmy Lantana, ambrofial Citra, perfu.
med Crinum, per{piring their mingled odours, waft.
ed through Zanthoxilon groves. I at laft broke
awayfrom the enchanting {pot, and ftepped on board
my boat, hoifted fail and foon approached the coaft
of the main, at the cool eve of day; then traverfs
ing a capacious femicircular cove of the lake, verg-
ed by low, extenfive grafly meadows, I at length
by dufk made a {afe harbour, in a little Jagoon, on
the {ea fhore or firand of a bold {fandy peint, which
defcended from the {furf of the lake; this was a
clean fandy beach, hard and firm by the beating
furf, when the wind f{ets from the Eaft coaft; I
drew up my light veflel on the {toping fhore, that
fhe might be fafe from the beating waves in cafe of
a fudden ftorm of wind in the night. A few yards.
back the land was a little elevated, and over-
grown with thickets of fhrubs and low trees, con-
fifting chiefly of Zanthoxilon, Olea Americana,
Rhamaus frangula, Sideroxilon, Morus, Prelea, Ha-
lefia, Querci, Myrica cerifera and others; thefe
groves were but low, yet fufficiently high to fhel-
ter me from the chilling dews; and being but a
few yards diftance from my veflel, here I fixed my
encampment. A brifk wind arifing from the lake,
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drove away the clouds of mufqui;oes intothe tl‘{%ck..
ets. - Inow, with dificulty and mduﬂ:r}_r, coilﬁ*c}%cd
a {ufficiency of dry wood to keep up a light during
the night, and toroafl fome trout which I had caug%lt
when defcending the river; thJ}' hc’ac?s I ﬂ:f’ch in
the juice of Oranges, which,- w.wth I?oxlcd rice, af-
forded me a wholfome and deilclf)us fupper : L hung
the remainder of my broiled fifh on the fnags of
fome {Iirubs over my head. I at laft, after recon-
noitring my habitation, ' returned, fprfzacl abroad
my {kins and blanket upon the clean {ands by my
fire fide, and betook myfelf to repofe.

How . glorious the powerful fun, miniﬁ:c? of the
Mot High, in the rule and government of this carth,
leaves our hemifphere, retiring from our fipht
beyond the weftern forefts! 1 behold with gra-
tirude his departing fmiles, tinging the fleccy rofe-
ate clouds, nowriding far away on the Eallern ho-
rizon; behold they vanifh from fight in the azure
ikies!

AvrL now filent and peaceable, I fuddenly fell a-
fleep. At midnight I awake; when raifing my
head ered, I find myfelf alone in the wildernels of
Florida, onthe fhores of Lake George.  Alone in-
deed, but under the care of the Almighty, and pro.
tected by the invifible hand of my guardian angel,

WHEN quite awake, [ ftarted ar the heavy tread
of fome animal, the dry limbs of trecs upon the
ground crack under his feet, the eclofe thrubby thick.
¢ts part and bend under him as he rufhes off,

I REKINDLED up my fleepy fire, layin contad the
exfoliated fmoking brands damp with the dew of
mt‘aVﬁno
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TuE bright flame afcends and illuminates the
- ground and groves arqund me.

Waex looking up, I found my fifh carried off,
though I had thought them fafe on the fhrubs, juft
over my head, but their fcent, carried to a great
diftance by the damp no&urnal breezes, I{uppofe

were too powerful attrations to refift.

Peruars it may not be time loft, to reft a-
‘while here, and refle@ on the unexpeéted and un-
accountable incident, which however pointed out
to me an extraordinary deliverance, or prote&ion
of my life, from the rapacious wolf that ftole my
fith from over my head.

How much eafier and more eligible might it have
been for him to have leaped upon my breaft in the
dead of flecp, and torn my throat, which would -
have inftantly deprived me of life, and then glut-
ted his ftomach for the prefent with my warm blood,
and dragged off my body, which would have made
a feaft afterwards for him and his howling affoci.
ates; I{ay would not this bave been a wifer ftep,
thanto have made protracted and circular approach-
es, and then after, by chance, efpying the fith o-
ver my head, with the greateflt caution and f{ilence
rear up, and take them off the fnags one by one,
then make off with them, and that fo cunningly as
not to awaken me until he had fairly accomplithed
his purpofe.

THE morning being clear, I {at {ail with a fa.
vourable breeze, coafting along the fhores; when
on a fudden the waters became traniparént, and
difcovered the {fandy bottom, and the feveral nati-
cus of fifh, paffing and repafling each other. Fol-
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«lowing this courfe I was led to the cape of the lite
tle river, defccndmgﬁom Six mile Springs, and me-
anders fix miles from its fource, throu gh green mea-
dows. I entered this pellucid fiream, fa!hhc ‘over
‘the heads of innumerable fquadrons of fith, wh1ch al-
‘though many feet deep in the water, were diftind-
Iy to befeen; Ipafled by charming iflets of flourifh-
ing trees, as Palm, Red Bay, Afh, Maple, Nufla and
othcrs. As Tapproached the diftant high foreft on
‘thc mgm the river. widens, floating fields of the
,gncclx deila furroundcd me, the rapid fiream wind.
.ing thr ough them. What an alluring {cene was now
beforeme! A vaft bafon or little lake of chryftal
waters, half encircled by fwelling hills, clad with
Orange and odoriferous Illifium groves. The tow-
ring Magnolia itfelfa grove, and the exalted Palm,
as if confcious of their tranfcendent glories, toffed
about their lofty heads, painting, with imutable
fhades, the green floating ficlds beneath. The fo-
cial pratling coot enrobed in blue, and the fqueel
ing water-hen, with wings half cxpanded tr1ppéd
‘after each other, over the watery mirror.

17UT in at an ancient landing place, which is a
floping afcent to a level g1aﬁ'y plain, an old In-
dian field. As I intended to make my moft confi-
derable colledtiens at this place, I proceeded im-
mediately to fix my encampment but a few yards
from my {afe harbour, where I {ecurely faftened
my boat to a Live Oak which overfhadowed my
) poxt.

AFTER co'klcéhng a good quantity of fire-wood,
as it was about the middle of the afternoon, I re~
folved to reconoiter the ground about.my encamp-
ment: having penetrated the groves next to me,

-1 came to thc opc,n foxef’cs, conﬁﬂ:m(r of exceed~
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angly tall firait Pines (Pinus Paluftris) that ftood at
a confiderable diftance from each other, through
whichappeared at N. W. an almoft unlimited plain
of grafly favannas, embellifhed with a chain of fhal.
low ponds, as far as the fight could reach. Here
is a {pecies of Magnolm that aflociates with the
Gordonia lafianthus ; itisatall tree, fixty or eighty
feet in heighth; the trunk f{trait; its head termi-
nating in the form of a fharp cone; the leaves are
oblong, lanciolate, of a fine deep green, and glau.
cous beneath ; the flowers are large, perfedly white
and extremely fragrant ; with refpect to itsflowers
and leaves, it differs very little from the Magnolia
glauca. The filvery whitenefs of the leaves of this
tree, had a firiking and pleafing effe on the fight,
as it ftood amidft thc dark green of the Quercus
dentata, Nyffa {ylvatica, Nyf. aquatica, Gordonia
lafianthus and many others of the f{ame hue.
The tall afpiring Gordonia lafianthus, which now
ftood in my view in all its {plendour, is every way
deferving of our admiration. Its thick foliage, of
a dark green colour, is flowered over with large
milk-white fragrant bloffoms, on long flender elafe
tic peduncles, at the extremities of its numerous
branches, from the bofom of the leaves, and renew-
ed every mornmg ; and that in {uch incredible pro-
fulion, that the tree appears filvered over with them,
and the ground beneath covered with the fallen
flowers. It at the fame time continually pufthes
forth new twigs, with young buds on them; and
in the winter and {pring the third year’s leaves, now
partly concealed by the new and perfeét ones, are
gradually changing colour, from green to golden
yellow, from that to a {carlet, from {carlet to crim-
fon; and laftly to a brownifh purple, and then fall
v

A
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to the ground. So that the Gordonia laftanthus
may be {aid to change and renew its garments eve-
ry morning throughout the year; and every day
.appears with unfading luftre.  And moreover, af-
ter the general flowering is paft, there is a thin {uc-
ceffion of fcatrering bloffoms to be {een, on fome
parts of the tree, almolt every day throughout the
remamlng months, until the floral feafen returns a-
gain. Its natural fituation, when growing, is on
the edges of Mhallow ponds, or low wet grounds on
rivers, ima {fandy {oil, the neareft to the water of
any other tree, {o that in.drouthy feafons its long
ferpentine roots which run near. ot upon the furface
of the earth, may reach into the water. , When
the tree has arrived to the period of perfe@ mag-
nitude, it is fixty, eighty or am hundred feet high,
forming a pyramidal head. The wood of old trees
when fawn into plank, is defervedly admired in ca-
binet-work or furniture; it has a cinnamon colour-
ed gmund marbled and veined with many colours :
the inner bask is ufed for dying a rediflx or forre}
colour y it imparts this colour to wool, cotton,.
Yinnen and dreffed deer fkins, and is 1ugh1y cfteem-
ed by tanners.

THE Zamia pumila, the Erythryna coralloden-
drum and the Ca&tus opuntia grow here in great
abundance and perfection. The firft grows in the
open pine forelts, in tufts or clump&, a large co-
nical ftrobile difclofing its large coral red fruit,
which apears fingularly beautiful amidfk the deep
green fern-like pinnated leaves.

Tue Frythryna corallodendrum is fix or eight
feet high; its prickly limbs ftride and wreathe a-
bout with fingular freedom, and its {pikes of crim-
fon fiowers have a fine effeél amidft the delicate fo-
lage.
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> Tae Caltus opuntia is very tall, ered and large,
and ftrong enough to bear the weight of a man:
{fome are {even or eight feet high: the whole plant
or tree feems to be tormed of great oval comprefl-
ed leaves or articulations; thofe near the earth
continually encreafe, magnify and indurate as the
tree advances in years, and at length lofe the bright
green colour and gloffy furface of their youth, ac-
quiring a ligenous quaiity, with a whitifh {cabrous
cortex: every part of the plant is nearly deftitute
of aculea, or thofe fafcicles of barbed briftles which
are in fuch plenty on the common dwarfIndian Fig.
The cochineal infe&t were feeding on the leaves:
the female of this infed is very large and flefhy, co-
vered with a fine white {ilk or cottony web, which
fezls always moift or dewy, and feems defigned by
pature to protect them from the violent heat of the
fun. The male is very {mall in comparifon to the
female, and but very few in number, they each
have two oblong pelucid wings. The large poly-
petalus flowers are produced on the edges of the
laft years leaves, are of a fine {plendid yellow,
and are fucceeded by very large pear fhaped fruit,
of adark livid purple when ripe : its pulp is charg-
ed with a juice of a fine tranfparent crimfon colour,
and has a cool pleafant tafte, fomewhat like that of
a pomegranate; foon after eating this fruit the urine
becomes of the fame crimfon colour, which very
much {urprifes and affrights a ranger, but is atrend-
ed with no otherill confequence, onthe contrary, it
is efteemed wholefome, though powerfully diuretic.

O the left hand of thofe open forefts and favan-
nas, as we turn our eyes Southward, South-welt
and Weft, we behold an endlefs wild defert, the
upper ftratum of the earth of which is a fine white
fand, with fmall pebbles, and at fome diftance ap--
pears entirely covered withlow trees and fhiubs of
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various kinds, and of equal heighth, ds dwarf
Sweet Bay (Laurus Borbonia) Olea Americana, M_o.
rus rubra, Myrica cerifera, Ptelea, Efculus pavia,
Quercus Ilex, Q. glandifer, Q. maritima, foliis ob-
cunciformibus obiolete tribobis minoribus, Q. pu-
mila, Rhamnus frangula, Halefia diptera, & Te-
traptera, Cafline, Ilex aquifolium, Callica1‘pa John-
{onia, Erythryna coralledendrum, Hibifcus {pirifex,
Zanthoxilon, Hopea tinctoria, Sideroxilum, with
a multitude of other fhrubs, many of which are
new to me, and fome of them admirably beautifui
and fingular. One of them particularly engaged my
notice, which, from its fruétification I'take to be
a {pecies of Cacalia. It is an evergreen fhrub, a-
bout fix or eight feet high, the leaves are general-
ly fomewhat cuniform, flethy and of a pule whitith
green, both furfaces being covered with a hoary
pubefcence and veficulae, that when prefled feels
clammy, and emits an agreeable fcent; the afcend-
ent branches terminate with large tufts or COryms-
bes of rofe coloured flowers, of the fame agreeas
ble feent; thefe clufters of flowers, at a diftance,
look like a large Carnation or fringed Puppy flow-
er (Syngenefia Polyg. Ogqul. Linn.) Cacalia hete-
rophylla, foliis cuniformibus, carnofis, papil. vi
fcidis. o

HeRre is alfo another {pecies of the fame genus,
but it does not grow quite {o large; the leaves are
fmaller, of a yet duller green colour, and the flow-
ersare of a pale rofe; they are both valuable ever-
greens. ‘

THE trees and fhrubs which cover thefe extenfive
wilds, are about five or fix feet bigh, and {feem
to be kept down by the annual firing of the defarts,
rather than the barrennefs of the foil, as I faw a
few large Live Qaks, Mulberry trees and Hicko-
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‘ries, which evidently have withftcod the devouring

flames. Thefe adjoining wild plains, forefts and
{avannas, are fituated lower than the hilly groves
on the banks of the lake and river, but what {thould
be the natural canfe of it I cannot even pretend to
conjefture, unlefs one may {uppofe that thofe high
hills, which we call biuffs, on the banks of this
great river and its lakes, and which fupport thofe
magnificent groves and high forefts, and are gene-
rally compofed of fhells and {and, were thrown up
to their prefent heighth by the winds and waves,
when the bed of the river was nearer the level of
the prefent {urface of the earth; but then, to reft
upon fuch a fuppofition, would be admitting that
the -waters were heretofore in greater quantities
than at this time, or that their prefent channels and
receptacles are worn deeper into the earth.

I Nvow directed my fteps towards my encamp.
ment, in a different dire&ion. I {eated myfelf up-
on a fwelling green knoll, at the head of the chry-
ftal bafon. Near me, on the lefr, was a point or
projedtion of an entire grove of the aromatic Illi-
{ium Floridanum; on my right and all around be-
hind me,was a fruitful Orange grove,with Palms and
Magnolias interfperfed; in front, juft under my feet
was the inchanting and amazing chryftal fountain,
which inceflantly threw up, from dark, rocky can
verns below, tons of water every minute, form-
ing a bafon, capacious enough for large thal."
lops to ride in, and a creck of four or five feer
depth of water, and near twenty yards over, which
meanders fix miles through green meadows, pour-
ing its limpid waters into the great Lake George,
where they feem to remain pure and unmixed. A-
bout twenty yards from the upper edge of the baforn,
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and direétly oppolite to the mouth or outlet to the
creek, is a continual and amazing ebullition, where
the waters are thrown up in{uch abundance and
amazing force, as to jet and {well up two or three
feet above the common furface: white {fand and {fmall
particles of fhells are thrown up with the waters,
near to the top, when they diverge from the cen-
ter, {ubfide with the expanding flood, and-gently
fink again, forming a large rim or fimnel round
about the aperture or mouth of the fountain, which
is 2 valk perforation. through .2 bed of rocks, the
ragged poiuts of which are pr@jc&cd out om every
fide. Thus fac I know to b : ealfad;
and I have relatediit as near ould: conceive ‘or
exprefs myfelf. But there are yét remaining fcenes
inexpreflibly admirable and pleafing.

BrsoLp, for inftance, a vaft circular expanfe be-
fore you, the waters of which are fo extremely
clear as to be ablolutely diaphanous or tran{parent
as the ether ; the margin of the bafon ornamented
with a great variety of fruitful-and floriferous trees,
fhrubs and plants, the pendant golden Orange dan-
cing on the furface of the pellucid waters, the
‘balmy air vibrates the melody of the merry birds,
tenants of the encircling aromatic grove.

AT the fame inftant innumerable bands of fith
are {een, fome cloathed in the moft brilliant colours;
the voracious crocodile ftretched along at fulllength,
as the great trunk of a tree in fize, the devouung
garfith, inimical trour, and all the varieties of
gilded painted bream, the barbed catfith, dread-
cd- fting-ray, fkate and flounder, fpottcd bafs,
{heeps head and ominous drum; all in their fepe-
rate bands and communities, with frce and unfuf-

merican Journey Americanjourneys.or
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picious intercourfe performing their. evolutions:
there are ne figns of enmity, no attempt to devour
each other ; the different bandsfecin peaceably and
complaifantly to move a little afide, as it were to
make ropm for others to pafs by.

BuT behold yet fomething far more admirable,
{ee whole armies defcending into an abyfs, into the
mouth of the bubbling fountain, they difappear! are
they gone forever? isitreal? I raife my eyeswith
terror. and aftonifhment,-—-I look down again to
the fountain with anxiety, when behold them as
it were emerging from the blue ether of another
world, apparently at a vaft diftance, at their firft
appearance, no bigger than flies or minnows, now
gradually enlarging, their brilliant colours begin to
paint the fluid.

- Now they come forward rap1dly, and inftantly
emerge, with the elaftic expanding column of chry-
{taline waters, into the circular bafon or funnel,
{ee now how gently they rife, fome upright, others
obliquely, or {eem to lay as it were on their fides,
fuffering themfelves to be gently lifted or born up,
by the expanding fluid towards the {furface, fail-
ing or floating like butterflies in the cerulean ether:
then again theyas gently defeend, diverge and move
off ; when they rally, form again and rqom their
kindred tribes.

THis amazing and delightful fcene, though rcal,
appears at firft but as a piece of excellent paint.
ing; there feems no medium, you imagine the
pi¢ure to be within a few inches of your eyes, and
that you may without the leaft difficulty touch any
one of the filh, or put your finger upon the croco-
dile’s eye, when it really is twenty or thirty feet
under water.
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Axp although this paradife of hfh, may feem to
exhibit. a juft reprefentation of the peaceable and
,happy.{tate of nature which exifted before the fall,
yet in reality it is 2 mere reprefentation; for the
nature of the fith is the fame asif they were in lake
Gemgc or the river; but here the water or element
in which they live and move, is fo perfe&ly clear
and tranfparent, it places them all on an equality
with regard to their ability to injure or efcape
from one another; (asall river fith of prey, or {uch
as fced upon each othcr, as wcll as the unwieldy

0E0 ; i frlfc 3 fecrctmg

opportumty offers; when fuddenly upon
them :) but here is no covert, no ambufh, here the
trout frcely pafies by the very nofe of the alligator
and laughs in his face, and the bream by the trout,

Bur what is really {urprifing, that the confciouf-
" nefs of each others fafety or fome other latent caufe,
folutely alter their condud, for here is
L »cmpt made to mﬂfrc or diftiirb one

THE {un paﬁing below the horizon, and night ap.
proaching, 1arofefrom my feat, and proceeding on
© arrived at my camp, kindled my fire, {fupped and

repofed peaceably. And rifing early, employed the’

“fore part of the day in collecting {pecimens of grow-
ing roots and {feeds. Inthe afternoon, left thefe
Elifian {prings and the aromatic graves, and brifkly
defcend the pellucid little .river, re-entering the
great lake; the wind being gentle and fair for
Mount Royal, I hoifted fail and {fuccefsfully croffing
the N. Weft bay, about nine miles, came to at
Rocky Point, the Weft cape or promontory, aswe
enter the river defcending towards Mount Royal «



thefe are horizontal flabs or flat maffes of rocks,
rifing out of the lake two or three feet above its-
furface, and feem an aggregate compofition or
concrete of {and, fhells-and calcarious cement; of
a dark grey or dufky colour; this {tone is hard and
firm enough for buildings, and ferve very well for
light hand mill-ftores; and when calcined affords a
coarfe lime ; they lay in valt horizontal maffes up-
onr one another, from one to two or three feetin
thicknefs, and are ecafily feperated and broke to
any {ize or form, for the purpofe of building. Rocky
Point is an airy cool and delightful fituation, com-
manding a moft ample and pleafing profpe& of the
lake and its environs; but here being no wood, i
ye-embarked and failed down a little farther to the
ifland in the bay, where I went on fhore at a mag-
nificent grove of Magnolias and Oranges, defi-
rous of augmenting my colletions. Arofe early
next morning, and after ranging the groves and
favannas, returned, embarked again, and defcend-
ing, called at Mount Royal, where I enlarged my
colledtions; and bidding adieu to the gentleman
and lady, who refided here, and who treated me with
great hofpitality on my afcent up the river ; arrived
in the evening at the lower trading houfe,



