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YOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAPTER VL

Deparéure from Easz‘ez ]sZand»—-Astronomzcal Ob-
servations—drrival at the Sandwick Islands—
Anchor in the Bay of Keriporepo in the Island of
Mowee— Departure.

AFTER leaving Cook’s Bay in Easter Island at
ten in.the evening, I stood to the northward, and
coasted along the shore of that island at the dis-
tance of a league by moon-light. We did not lose
sight of the Iand till the next day at two in the af-
ternoon, at the distance of twenty leagues. The
winds were constantly at south-east, and east-
south-east. The weather was extremely clear,
and did not change till the wind came round to
the east-north-east, where it continued from the
17th to the 20th, when we began to catch bone-
tas, which constantly followed our frigates as far
as the Sandwich islands, and aﬁ'orded us almost
daily, for six weeks together, a complete supply
for our people. This excellent food preserved
them in the best state of héalth, and after ten
months’ navigation, during which we were no
more than twenty-five days‘ in port, we had not
a single sick person onboard either of the vessels,
QOur course lay through unknown seas, and was .

‘nearly parallel to that of captain Cook, in 1777,

when he sailed from the Society Islands for the
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north-west coast of America ; but we were about 1786.
eight hundred leagues more to the east, . I flat. APl
tered myself, that in a traverse of near two hun-
dred leagues we should make some discovery.—
Men were constantly at the mast head, and T-
had promised a reward to the first who should
discover land. To overlook a greater space, our
vessels sailed abreast of each other during the.
day, with an interval of three or four leagues
between them. i ' : ,
In this, as in-allithe rest of our txamrses, M
Dagelet lost no opportunity of making observa-
tions of lunar distance. Their agreement with
the time-keepers of M. Berthoud was so exact,
that the dilference never exceeded ten or fifteen
minutes of a degrec; and they served to prove
the accuracy of each other. M. de Langle’s
caleulations were equally satisfactory, and we
knew every day the course of the currents, by
the difference between the longitude by reckon-
ing and that by obscrvation. They carried us to
thv west as far as one degree of sounth latitude,
with a volocity of about three les agues in twenty-
four hours, after which they carried usto the
east with the same velocity as far as seven degrees
nortls, where they resumed their course to the
W&E&;t 3 and on our arrival at the Sandwich Islands, .
our longitude by acconnt differed nearly 5° from
that by obscrvation; so that if; like the ancient
navigators, we had possessed no method of ascer-
taining the longitude by observation, we should
have placed the Sandwich Islands 5° more to the.
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1786, eastward. It is undoubtedly from this direction
April of the currents, formerly but little'observed, thas:
the errors in the Spanish charts have: arisen.—
For it is remarkable; that most of the islands dis-
covered by Quiros, Mendaifia, and other naviga-
tors of that nation, have been re-discovered .in
" modern times, and have always been placed too
- near in their charts to the coast of America.—
I must also add, that if the vanity of our pilots
had not been a little mortified at the difference
which was daily found between the longitude by
account and that by observation, it is very pro-
bable that in making the land we should have
had an error of eight or fen derrrees, and conse-
quently, that in a less enlightened age we should
have placed ‘the Sandwmh Islands ten degrees
more to the eastward. - :

These reflections left me conmderably in doubt
respecting the existence of a cluster of islands
called by the Spaniards la Mesa, los B ajos, and
la Disgraciada. In the chart which admiral An-
son took on board the Spanish. galleon, and of
which the editor ‘of his voyage has given an
engraving, this cluster is placed exactly in the
latitude of the Sandwich Islands, but 16 or 1¥
degrees more to the eastward. My daily differ-
crices or errors of longitude induced me to think
that these islands were absolutely the same;*

* In the course of the years 1786 and 1787, captain: Dixon.
anchored three times at the Sandwich Islands, and having the
same doubt as Ja Pérouse respecting the identity of these islandsy

- and those called los Majes, la Mesa, &c. he made rescarches i
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but what completed my conviction was the name 1786.
of Mesa, which signifies Table, given by theAprik
Spaniards to the island of Ow/zy/"we. T had read

consequence, Hxs conclusion was precxsc]y the same, as may be
seen ﬁom the following extracts from his voyage.

« The islands los Majos, la Meta, and St. Mariz Ta Gorta,
laid down b) Mr. Roberts, from 18° 30 to 28° north latitude,
and from 135° to 149° west longitude,* and copied by himt from
a Spanish manuscript chart, were in vain lool ked. for by us, and, to
uvse Maurelle’s worde, it may be }370:40)(7:{,(»&, that no such islands
are to be found; so that theif attention, has uniformly been to
mislead rather than be of servicéto. f'uture nawgatom’? Inizm
duction, pagé xiv. Hpee LT

« Gur observations at noon, on the Sith of lviay, gm‘e 17° 4:
north latitude, and 129° 57" west longitude. In this situation we
looked for an island called by the Spaniards Roco Partida, but. in
vain ; however, we stood to the northward under an easy sail, and
kept 2 good look out, expecting soon to fall in with the group 6f
islands already mentioned, L
-« From the 11th to the 14th welay to every night, and when
we made sail in the morning, spread’ at the distance of eight or
ten miles, standing westerly : it being probable, that though the

- Spaniards might have been pretty correct in the latitude of these
islands, yet they might easily be mistaken several degrees in their
Jongitude: but our latitude on the 15th, at noon, being 20° 9°
north, and 140° 1’ west longitude, which is considerably to the
westward of any island laid down by thé Spaniards, we concluded,
and with reason, that mem must be a gross mistake in thc chatt.”
Voyage, p: 49.

“QOn the st of November we looked out for St. Marxa fa
Gorta, which is laid down in Cook’s chart in 27° 50 northy Iatis
tude, and in 149° west longltudes; and, the same afternoon,

% It is to be observed, that Dixen reckoned bis Jongitude from the west,
and Cook, in his third voyage,. from the opposite qu:mu. Dixon's reason
no doubt is, that, haviuy 1pu1 Lis course to the westward in donbling
Cape Horn, this mxay of reckoning was more patural and Tore ¢oay enieht
16 him.
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1786. in the description of this same island by cqptam
April King, that, after having doubled the eastern’

point, a mountain appears in sight called Mowna-
roa, which is visible at a great dxs‘cance. «Ttis
flat,” he says, « at the top, making what 15 called
by mariners table-land.”* The expression in

“the English thezefore conesponds with that in

the Spamsh
Thouo*h the season was ff»u' advanced and I had

not a moment to lose, in order to reach the Ame-’
rican coast, I determined to shape a course that.
should bring my opinion to the proof. The result,
“an etror, must necessarily have been,
that T should discover a second cluster of islands,
forgotten by the Spaniards for perhaps more than
a century, and should determine their position
and their exact distance from the Sandwich
Islands. Those who know my character will not.
suspect, that in this research I could be guided
by any wish to rob captain Cook of the honour
of this discovery. Full of respect and admiration
for the memory of this great man, Ishall ever
consider him as the ﬁrst of navigators, as the

.individual who has determined the exact situa-

tion of these islands, explored their coasts, as-
certained the manners, usages, and religion of
the inhabitants, and who has paid with his life’

~ sailed directly over it. Indeed, we scarcely expected to meet
with any such place, as it is copied by Mr. Roberts into the above

chart from the same authority which we had already found to be
erroneous, respecting los Majos and Roco Partida,” Jbzd page 85
{French Editor.)

* Cook’s Third Voyage, Vol IIT. p, 103.
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for all the information we at present possess 1786;

respecting them. This man, I say, is the ‘f:rti’é
Christopher Columbus of these countries, of the
coast of Alashka, and of almost all the islands of
the South-Sea. Chance has given the discovery
of islands to the most ignorant ; but.the honous
belongs only to great characters like him, to leave
nothing to be regretted or desired respecting the
countries they have explored. Seamen, philo-

sophers, naturalists find alike in his Voyages -

that information which their respective pursuits .

may lead them to demand. - All men, perhaps; -

and most assuredly all navigators, owe the tribute
of praise to his memory ; and shall I be thought
to with-hold my portion at the moment of my
arrival at the group of islands, where his career
was so unfortunately terminated ?

On the 7th of May, in 8° north latitude, we saw

¢

Mag.

numerous birds of the petrel kind with some man 7.

of war and tropic birds. These two last species
are said to fly but a small distance from the land.
We likewise saw a great many turtle pass by our
ships. The Astwlabe caught two, which we

shared, and which proved excellent. The birds -

and the turtle were in sight as far as 14°, and I

have no doubt that we passed near some island, -

probably uninhabited ; for a rock in the middle

of the sea would serve as the retreat of these’

animals rather than a cultivated country. We

were thenvery near Rocea Partidaand la Nublada.

I directed my course so as to have passed almost

in sight of the former, if it’s lonmmde had been
VOL. 1I. . D

Al
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&ccurately determined ; but I would not run into

-i#t’s latitude, because I had not, from my other

projects, a single day to spare for this research.
Tt was probable I might not meet with it, and I
was little surprised at finding no signs of i‘t‘.’:s;
appearance. - When I bad passed it’s latitude,
the birds disappeared, and, till my arrival at
the Sandwich Islands, through a space of five

" hundred leagues, we never saw more than two

or threein a day.

On the 15th I was in 19° 17 north latitude, and
130° west longitude; that is to say, in the same
latitude as the cluster of islands in the Spanish
cliarts; as well as in that of the Sandwich Tslands,
though a hundred leagues more to the eastward
than the former, and four hundred and sixty
to the eastward of the latter. As I thought it
would render an important service to geography
if I could succeed in erasing from the charts
those idle names, denoting islands which have
no existence, and perpetuating errors cxtremely
injurious to navigation, I wished, in order to re-
move every doubt, to continue my course as far
as the Sandwich Islands. I cven formed the pro-
Jject of passing between the islands of Owhyliee
and Mowee, which the English were not so
situated as to be ableto explore; and T purposed
to land at Mowee, to obtain some proviéi(ms, and
then depart without losing an instant. 1 knew,
that by following my plan only in part, and
exploring no more than two hundred leagues on
‘this parallel, there might still be unbelievers : and
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I was desirous that there should not remain 1786.
against my conclusions the slightest objection. May.

On the 18th of May I was in latitude 20° north, 13
and 189> longitude west, precisely upon the
island storrauada of the Spamaxds, but had no
signs of land.

On the 20th I had passed through {he middle 20,
of the supposed cluster of los Majos; and had
yet met with no indication of the vicinity of any
island. I continued to run to the west, on the
parallel ‘between 20° and 21° and at leng'th, on
the 28th in the morning, I was in sight of the 2s.
mountains of Owhyhee, which were covered
with snow, and soon afterwards saw those of
Mowee, somewhat less elevated than the former.

T made a press of sail to approach the land, but
was still, when nlght Closed in, at the distance of
seven or eight leagues. I ther efore stood off and
on in expectation of day break, to enter the
channel between ' these two islands, and to seek

3 an anchoring place to the leeward of Mowee,
near the 1sland of Morokinne. -Our longitude by
observation agreed so perfectly with that of cap-

" tain Cook, that, having traced our bearings upon
the English charts, we found only 10° difference,
which we were more to the eastward. v

At nine in the morning the point of Mowee 29
bore west 15° north, and a small island also ap-
peared, bearing west 22° north, which the I Encrhsh
could not see from any of their positions, and con-
sequentiy it does not appear on their chart
which in this part is very 'defective; whexeaﬂg'

D 2
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1786. every thing which they have laid down from their
May. own observations deserves the highest encomi-
um. The aspect of the island of Mowee was
delmhtful I coasted alonn* it’s shore at the dis-
tance of a, leawue It projects into the channel in
the direction of south-west by west. We beheld
water fcdhnfr in cascades from the mountains,
and runping in streams to the sea, aftex having
watered the habltamons of the natives, which are
so numerous that a space of three or four leagues
may be taken for a single village: but all the
huts are on the sea-coast, and the mountains are
s0 near, that ‘the habitable part of the island ap-
peared to be less than half a league in depth. To
form a conception of what we felt, it is necessary
to be a seaman, and to be reduced. as we were,
in a burning climate, to a single bottle of water
a—day “The trees which crowned the mountains,
and the verdure of the banana plants that sur-
rounded the habitations, produced inexpressible
charins to our senses, but the sea beat upon the
coast with the utmost violence, and kept us in
the situation of Tantalus, to desire and devour .
with our eyes what it was impossible for us to
attain.
The breeze had freshened, and we were run-
ning at the rate of two leagues an hour, which
encouraged me in an endeavour before night to
-explore this part of the island as far as Moro-
kinne, near which I hoped to find an anchoring
place sheltered from the trade winds. This plan,
dictated by the imperious necessity of circum-
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stances, did not permit me to shorten’sail, in 1786.

order to. wait for about a hundred and fifty
canoes, which put off from the shore with hogs
and vegetables, which the Indians pxopme& to
exchantre with: us for pieces of iron. R
Almost all thése canoes boarded one or the
rother of the frigates;but our velocity Wwas so
great that they ﬁlled with water alongside, and
the islanders were under the necessity of quitting
the rope which we had thrown out to them,
and swim away.¢ “They first hastened ‘after their
hoas, which they br ouo*ht back i their arms,
lifted them on. their shouldei‘s into their boat:
out of which they emptxed the water, and cheet-
fully entering them again, endegvaured by every
exertion to recover the position they had lost
near our frigates, and which had been instantly
occupied by others that also met with the same
accident. Of these canoes forty at least were
~ ovetset, and, though the traffic-between us and
these honest Indians was infinitely acrreedble to
both parties, it was impessible for us to procure
more than fifteen hogs and some fruits, and we
lost the opportunity of bargamma for more th:m
_three hundred others.

These canoes had outmogers ; each contained
fiom three to five men ; and those of middling
size might be twenty-four feet long, a single foot
only in bxeadth, and nearly the same in depth —
We weighed one of this dimension, which did not
exceed fifty pounds. With these frail vessels itis
that the inhabitants of these islands make e*zcmm

D3

“May.
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eagles, traverse
n width, such as
that between Atooi and ‘Wohaoo, where the sea
is extremely high. But they are such excellent
swimmers, that they will almost bear a compati-
son with the natives of the watery element.

-~ In proportion as we advanced; the mountains
seemed to withdraw to a distance within the
_interior of the island, which exhibited the form
of an amphitheatre of considerable magnitude,
‘and of a yellow green. No cascades were to be
seen ; the trees wer s.crowded. together in

the plain; apd ithe v l'a‘gesqcompeged‘of ten OF

twelve huts only, very remote from each other.
At every instant we had just cause to regret the
country we had left behind us; and, to add to
our mortification, we did not find an anchoring
place well sheltered till we came to a dismal
coast, were torrents of lava had formerly flowed.,
like the cascades which pour forth their waters
in the other part of the island.

After having steered south-west by west, as far

" as the south-west point of the island of Mowee, I

hauled to the west, and afterwards to the north-

west, in order to gain the anchorage where the

Astrolabe had already brought up in twenty-three
fathoms, hard grey sand, about a mile from the .
shore. We were no otherwise sheltered than by
a large promontory topped with clouds, which
from time to time occasioncd us some severe
squalls; and the wind changing every instant, we
were continually dragging our anchors. This
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road was rendered still more unsafe. from our 1786.

exposure to currents, which prevented our riding
head to wind, except during the squalls; but
these rendered the sea so rough, that our boats
‘could not sail but with the utmost difficulty. I

nevertheless - immediately ) dispatched one to

sound "in different directions.  The ‘officer re-
ported, that the bottom was the same all the
way to the shore; that the depth diminished
gradually, and that it was still seven fathoms at
two cables’ length from the landing place; but

when we Wexghed our anchor I found that the’

‘cable was rendered absolutely unserviceable Dy
friction, and that under a slight stratum of sand
there must have heen a rocky: bottom:

The Indians of the yillages of this part of the
island hastened alongside in their canoes, bring-
ing as articles of barter, hogs, potatoes, bananas,
_roots of arum, which the Indians call tarro, with
cloth and some other curiosities making part of
their dress. I would not permit them, however,
~ to come on board till the frigate was moored and
the sallb handed. I told them, that I was taboo*

* A word which, accordmg to their religion, s1nges a'thing
which may not be touched, or a consecrated place info which
they are not permitted to enter.

For the signification of words in the language of the Sandwich
Islands, reference must be made to the vocabulary of captam‘
Cook, who made a long stay at these islands, and who possessed

adyantages which no other navigator has been able to procure to -

render his communications with these people the more instructive.
"To these motives of confidence we may add the well-known talents
of Anderaon, from which he derived the greatest assistance.

D4

May.
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1786, a word which I had learned from the English
May. accounts, and which was attended with all the

success I expected.. M. de Langle, who had
not taken the same precaution, had his decks in
an instant crowded with a multitude of Indians.
But they were se docile, and so apprehensive of
giving offence, that it was extremely easy to
prevail on them to return to their boats. I had

Dixon has given a vocabulary of the language of the Sandwwh )
Imands, in'which the word faboo signifies embargo, though in His
Jjournal he explains the ceremony of the taboo in the same manner
as captain Cook, : : ' »

The fqﬂcvnna isa- comparatme view of. wmds of the same:
megning, taken from the two vocabularies, which proves the_
errors that may be made, when, to a perfect ignorance of any

language, is added the uucertamty of the mode of expressing the

pronunciation of words, which varies accordmg to the mdxwduals
who uiter them.

Correspondent Words from the Vocabularies of

English Words. - ‘ Coox. DprN.
Cocoa Nut- - - - - Leneeoo. = ~ < - Neehu,
The Sun - - - « - - Hai, rug = - - - Melama,
Gourd or Cala’oash - Aieeboo < « - < Tibo-

) Waheine = - - - -
’ quan ------ Muheing - = = = }Cokaheene.
Brother~ « = =~ = « = |~ dooanng = - = = Titlu~nanie.
‘ Cord s = % = w v = Heabo - - = = - ] Touro

The vocabulary of Cook, though the most perfect comes also
in support of my assertion, We find the word which denotes
woman in two different places, no doubt by repetition. Itis pro-
bable, that he learned it from two different individuals whese
pronunciation was different: for in one place he writes wahemg,
and in the other maheing. (French Editor.)
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10 idea of a people so-mild and so’attentive.— 17s6.
When T permitted them to come on board my Mar

ship, they did not advance ‘a step without our
concurrence; they always evinced a fear of dis-
pleasing us; and the greatest good faith pre:
vailed'in their dealings. ‘Our pieces of old iron
hoop strorigly ‘excited ‘their desires, and they
showed no want- of address in making a gdod
bargain to procure them. They steadily refused
to sell any guantity:of cloth or number of hogs
in the wholesale.way, aware that they might
derive more profit by the separate sale of each:
individual article.

This habit of traffic, and knowledge of iron,
which;, from their own confession, they did not
acquire from the English, are new proofs of the
communication which these islanders formerly
‘had with the Spaniards.* A century ago that

* It appears cerfain that these islands were -discovered for
the first time by Gaetan, in 1542, This navigator sailed from
the port of Nativity on the western coast of Mexico, in 20° notth
Iatitnde. He stood to the westward, and, after having run nine
hundred leagues in that direction (and consequently without
changing his latitude), he fell in with a group of islands, inha<

bited by savages almost naked. These islands were surrounded.

with coral rocks; they afforded cocoa nuts and other fruits, but
neither gold nor silver, He named them Kings’ Islands, proba-
bly from the day of making the discovery; and another island,
which he discovered twenty leagues farther to the westward, he
called Garden Tsland. It would have been impossible for geo-
graphers to have avoided placing the discoveries of Gaetan pre-
cisely where Cook has since found the Sandwich Islands, if the
Spanish editor had not said, that these islands are situate between
the 9th and the 11th degrees of latitude, lnstead of the 15th and
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1786. nation had very strong reasons for not making
® - .
May+ known these islands, because the western seas

of America were infested with pira‘cea, who
might have found supplies of provisions there;
but who, on the contrary, from the difficulty of
procuring them, were obliged to run to the west
towards the Indian Ocean, or to return to the
Atlantic Sea by Cape Horn. When the naviga-
tion of the Spaniards became reduced to a single
galleon from Manilla, I suppose that this vessel,
thh was extremely rich, was ordered by the
proprietors to keep a fixed course, which mlght
diminish the risques. Whence it happened by

the 21st, as every navigator would have concluded from the course

of Gaetan.

This omission of ten degrees may be either a mistake in the
figures, or a political stroke of the Spanish cowt, which had 2
great interest a century ago to conceal the position of all the
islands of this ocean.

1 am inclined to think it an error of the press, because it would
have been absurd to have related that Gaetan, taking his departure
from the 20th degree of latitude, sailed due west. Beside, if any
deception had been intended respecting the latitude, it would
have been easy to have mentioned another ‘course.

Be this however as it may, it is certain, that, by adding about

" ten degrees to the latitude of Gaetan, every thing is found to an~

swer: the same distance from the coast of Mexico, the same peo-
ple, the same productions and fruits, the same coasts bordered
with coral rock, and lastly, the same extent from north to south:
the Sandwich Islands lying nearly between the 19th and the 21st
degree, as those of Gaetan between the 9th and 1ith. This
additional proof, jeined to those already mentioned, appear to me
to afford the highest degree of evidence to this discussions I
may also add, that there is.no group of islands between the 9th
and 11th degree; which is in the common track of the galleons
from Acapulco to Manilla.
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

degrees, that this nation lost ever the remem-
brance of these islands, which are preserved in
the general chart to Cook’s third Voyage, by
Tieutenant Roberts, with their ancient position,
15° to the eastward of the Sandwich Islands:
but their identity with these last being in my
opinion demeonstrated, I have thought proper,
by erasing them, to clear the surface of the sea.
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It was so late before our sails were handed,

that I was obliged to postpone going on shore at

this place till the next day, where nothing could

detain me but a convenient watering-place: but .

we had alreadjr observed, that this part of the

coast was altogether destitute of running water, -
the slope of the mountains having directed the -

fall of all the rains towards the weather side. It
is probable, that the labour of a few days might
be sufficient to supply the whole island with so
wvaluable a necessary of life; but these Indians
are not yet arrived at the requisite degree of in-
dustry, though in many other respects so greatly

advanced. From the narratives of the English

we are well acquainted with the form of their
government; and the extreme subordination
which prevails among them is a proof that there
is an acknowledged power, which extends gradu-
ally from the king to the lowest chief, and of
which the whole weight bears upon the people.
My imagination was delighted in comparing
these with the inhabitants of Easter Island, whose
industry is at least equally advanced. The mo-
numents of the latter show even more intelligence
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1787, and their cloths are better manufactured, and
Maj- their houses hetter built; but their government

is so vicious, that no person has a right to check
irregularities. - They acknowledge no authority:
and though I do not: think them absolutely de-
praved, it is but too common for their licentious-
ness to produce mischievous, and even fatal con- -
sequences. When [-.contrasted these two socie-
ties, all the advantages were in favour of the
natives of the Sandwich Islands, though my pre-
judices were strong against them on account of
the death of captain Cook It is more natural
for navigators to regret the loss of so great a man,
than coolly to examine whether some 1mprudence
on his part might not-in a manner have compelled
the inhabitants of Owhyhee fo have recourse to a
just and necessary defence.®

* It is but too certain, that the English commenced hostilities,
This is a truth which it would be in vain o conceal. I need
only seek for the proofs in the narrative of the friend of captain
C ook of the man who regarded him as his father, and whom the

nativés supposed to be his son; I mean captain King; wiio, aﬁer‘ ‘o

2 fithful narrative of the events which led to ‘his death, says,
“this confidence I was always fearful might, at some unlueky
moment, put him off his guard.” Vol..ILL. page 55.

The reader may also 3udve for himself by compa,rmg th; fole
Towing circumstances.

Cook imprudently gave orders to fire with ball, i th‘e}
men were disturbed, though he had the incident befoti
ten men belonging to captain Furneaux’s crew, whe were cuf F
by the New Zealanders, in consequence of their baving fired twiy
shot at certain individeals who had commltted the trxﬂmg t ft of
some bread and fish. ,

P areez, one of the chiefs, rec{axmmg his czmoe, whmh: had :
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. The night was perfectly caim, with the excep- 1738,
tion of a few occasional squalls, which did not MY

been seized by Cook’s people, was struck down by a violent
blow oh the head with an oar.  When he recovered, he had the
generosity to overlook this treatment, and returned a short time
afterwards, bringing a hat which had been stolen, and appeared
apprehensive lest captain Cook should put him to death, or at
least punish him. '

Before any other crime, except that of stealing the beat, had
been committed, some great guns had been fired at two large
canoces which were endeavouring to make their escape.

Nevertheless, after these events, Cook proceeded to the village
where the king then was, and was received with the usual marks
of réspect, the pcople prostrating themselves before him.

There was no sign of any hostile intention on the part of the
islanders, when the boats placed across the bay fired again at
some canoes that were attempting to get out, and unfortunately
killed a chief of the first rank. :

This disaster enraged the natives, One of them offered de-
fiance to captain Cook, and threatened to throw a stone at him
which he held in his hand, which provoked captain Cook to fire
a load of small shot, but the man having his war mat on, it pro-
duced no effect. This discharge of the musket was the signal
of engagement. Phillips was instantly in danger of being stab-
bed. Cook then fired a second time with, ball, and killed one of
the foremost of the natives, The attack immediately became
serious. 'The soldiers and semmen made a general discharge of
musketry. Four marines were killed; and three others, vuth the
lientenant, dangerously wounded, when captain: Cook, aware of
his situation, repaired to $he sea-side. He called to tlebeate to
stop firing, and to pull In to receive him and his peop At this
instant he was stabbed in the back, and fell on his face into the
water.

It may likewise be added, that captain Cook, intending to
convey the king and his family on board his ship, either by per-
suasion or foxce, and kaving for that purpose pcnetmted into the
country, made too weak z preparation for such an attempt, by
taking with him a detachment of only ten men. (Frenck
Editor:)
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1736. last above ten minutes. At day-break the Astro-
May- Iabe’s long-boat was - dispatched, with Messrs. de

30.

Vauguas, Boutin, and Bernizet, who had orders to
examine a very deep bay to the north-west, Where
I supposed the anchorage to be better than at the
place where we were: but, though practicable,
it proved not preferable to that Wh}ch we occu-

pied. According to the report of these officers,

this part of the island of Mowee affording neithet
water nor wood, and having very bad roads, must
be little frequented by navigators.

At eight in the morning four boats belonging
to the two frigates were ready to set off. - The two .
first carried twenty armed soldiers, commanded
by M. de Pierrevert, one of the lieutenants. M.,
de Langle and myself, with all the gentlemen and
officers who were not detained by their duty on
board, were in the two others. This preparation
did not alarm the natives, who since day-break
had been alongside in their canoes. These In-

* dians continued their traffic without being in the

least drsposed to follow ul, and preserved the same
air of confidence in us, which their countenances
had never ceased to express. About a hundred
and twenty persons, men and women, waited for
us on the shore. The soldiers, with their officers,
landed first. We marked the space we wished
to reserve to ourselves; and the military, having
fixed their bayonets, performed the same evolu-
tions as if in the presence of an enemy. These
formalities made no impression on the natives.—
The women showed by the most expressive ges-
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tures, that there was no mark of kindness which 1786.

they were not disposed to confer upon us; and
the men in the most respectful attitude endea-
voured to discover the motive of our visit, in
order to anticipate our desires. Two Indians,
who appeared to have some authority over the
others, advanced and with great gravity made a
speech of considerable h,ngth, of which I did not,
understand a singlevword and each offered me a
present of a hog, which T accepted. - In return I
'gave théem medals, hatchets, and other pieces of
iron, which were of inestimable value to them.
My liberality produced a striking effect. The
women redoubled their caresses; but they were
little seductive. Their features had no dehcacy,
and their dress permitted us to observe, in most
of them, traces of the ravages occasioned by the
venereal disease.. As no women had come on

* board in the canoes, I was disposed to think, that

they attributed to the Europeans those evils of
which they bore the marks’; butI soon percelved
that this remembrance, supposing it real, had not
left in their minds the smallest resentment..

I shall here take the liberty to examine, whe-
ther the modern navigators are the true aunthors
of these evils, and whether this crime, with which
they reproach themselves in their narratives, be
not more apparent than real. To give to my
conjectures the greater weight, I shall support
them by the observations of M. Rollin, a very
enlightened man, and surgeon of my ship. He

May.,



48

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLDs

1786. visited in the island several inhabitants attacked
May. by this disease, and observed appearances, the

gradual developement of which would have re-
(}aned in Eurgpe. twelve er fifteen years. He
likewise saw children of seven or eight years of
age, in whom it plevaz}ed and who could only
have centracted it during the period of gestation,
I must fmjther observe, that captain Cook on his
first arrival at the Sandwich Islands, landed only
at Atooi and Oneeheow; and that nine months
after, on his return from the north;, he found that
the inhabitants of. Meowee, who came: on board,
were almost all affected with: it., As Mowee is
sixty leagues to the windward of Atooi, this pro-
gress seems to me to be too ‘rapid not to afford
some doubts upon the subject.* If to these difs
ferent observations be added such as may g@sult
from the ancient communication of these islanders
with the Spaniards, it will doubtless appear pro-
bable, that they long since shared with other
nations in the mflsfortunes gﬁcta,ched to this
scourge, of humanity.

I have thought this dlscusswm due to modem
navigators. All Europe, misled by their own
nm*ratives, have continually reproached them for -

* It appeared to captain Cook, that the inhabitants of Mowee
had been informed of his anchoring at Atooi and Oneeheow. It
would not therefore be strange, that the venereal disease should

" have been communicated in the same time as the news.: beside,

Bougainville is convinced that the inhzbitants of the islands of the
Pacific Ocean have intercourse with each other to very consider-
able distances, - 8ee his Voyage, p: 234, - (French Editor.}
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~aa crime; which the chiefs of this e\nedltlon sup- 1786.

p_osed it out of their power to have prevented.—
There is a reproach, however, which they can.
not escape; namely, the not having taken
sufficient precautions to avoid the evil; and
if it be nearly demonstrated, that this disease
is not the effect of their imprudente, it has
not equally been shown, that their communi-
cation with this people did not give it greater
activity, and render it’s consequenceb much
more dreadful.*

After having visited the village, 1 or&erec};
six. soldiers and a serjeant to attend wus, and
I left the otbers at the landing-place, under
the command of M. de Pierrevert, to guard
our beats, from which none of the sailors had
come ashore. : -

‘Though the French were the first who, in
modern times, had landed on the island of Mo-
wee, 1 did not think it my duty to take posses-
sion in the name of the king. The customs of
Kuropeans on such occasions are completely
ridiculous.  Philosophers must doubtless lament

B‘Ia} a

to see that men, for no better reason than he--

cause they are in pessession of fire-arms and
bayonets, should make no estimation of sixty
thousand of their fellow creatures, and- bhouh}

* 1t {s not to be doubted that modern navigators deserve the
reproach of having knowingly communicated the venercal disease

to the islanders of the South-Sca. Captam Cook does mot dis~ .

guise the truth in his narratives. See his th;}:; Voyage, vol. &
P+ 141 and 382, and vol. ii. p. HS, (French Editor.}

VOL 1L E
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1786, consider as an object of conquest a land fertilised
May. by the painful exertions of it’s inhabitants, and

for many ages the tomb of their ancestors.—
These islands have fortunately been discovered
at a period when religion no longer serves as a
pretext for violence and rapinfe. Mod.er.n navi-
gators have no other object in desm"lbmg the
manners of remote nations, than that of complet-
ing the history of man; and the ‘knowlledge they
endeavour to diffuse has for it’s sole aim to ren-
der the people they visit more happy, and to
augment their means of subsistence.

It is in pursuance of these principles that they
have already conveyed to remote islands black
cattle, goats, and sheep; have planted trees,
sown useful grainin all these countries, and sup-
plied the inhabitants with tools proper to acce-
lerate the progress of their industry. For our

“part, we should be amply repaid for the extreme

fatigues of this expedition, if we could succeed
in destroying the custom of human sacrifices,
which is said to be generally prevalent among
the islands of the South-Sea. But, notwith-
standing the opinions of Mr. Anderson and cap-
tain Cook, I think with captain King, that a
people so good, so mild, and so hospitable, can-
not be cannibals. An atrocious religion does

‘not easily accord with gentle manners ; and,

since captain King says, that the priests were

“their best friends, I think I may conclude, that
if mildness and humanity have already made pro-

gress in this class, which has the charge of hu-
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man sadcrifices, the rest of the inhabitants must
be still less ferocicus. It seems evident, there-
fore, that anthropophetrry no longer exists among

these islanders, though it’s cessation is probably _

of recent date.*

The soil of this island is entirely formed of de-
composed lava, and other volcanic substances.
The inhabitants have no other drink but =z
brackish water, obtained from shallow wells,

51
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which afford scarcely more than half a barrel a.

day. During our excursion we obsetved four
small vﬂlages of about ten or twelve houses each,’
built and covered with straw in the same man-
ner as those of our poorest peasants. The roof

has, a double slope; the door, which is in the
‘gable end, is about three feet and a balf high,

and consequently cannot be entered without:

stooping, and is shut by a simple latch, which

any one can open and obtain admittance.—

Their moveables consists, of mats, which, like

our carpets, afford a clean and neat floor, upon’

which tﬁey sleep ; and they have no other culi~

nary utensils than large. calabash shells, to which -

they give whatever form they please while they
are green; and they varnish and trace upon

The horror eshibited by the natives of these islands when
suspucted of being cannibals, and that which they testified when
asked whether they had eaten the bhody of captaiin Cook, confirms
it part the opinion of la Pérouse. Nevertheless Cook had him«
self acquired the most certain information of this practice among

the New Zealanders, and it cannot be denied, that hunan vacn-u :

fices, and the practice of cating their enemies taken in war, are
prevalent i all the islands of the South-3ea. . (French Editor, }

E 2
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1786. them every kind of design in black. I have

Msys fikewise seen some which were glued together,

' and by that means formed very large vessels.
It appears that this cement is capable of resist-
ing moisture, and I should have heen glad te
have known it’s composition. Their stuffs, of
which they have a very great quantity, are
~made of the paper mulberry, like those of the
other islands; but, though painted with greater
variety, their fabrication appeared to be inferior.
Upon my return I was again harangued by some
women, who waited for us under some trees.
They offered me several pieces of stuff, for which
I paid with hatchets and nails. '

The reader must not expect to find any detail

in this place concerning a people with whom the
world has*been made so well acquainted by the
English navigators, who remained four months
i these islands, whereas our stay was only a
few hours; and who had the further advantage
of understanding the language of the country.
We shall therefore confine ourselves to the rela-
tion of our own history.

- We left the istand at eleven in the morning, in
good order, without confusion, and without hav-
ing the least cause of complaint against any
one. We arrived on board at noon, where M. de
Clonard had been visited by a chief, and had pur-
chased of him a clozak and a fine helmet, ornament-
ed with red feathers, He had likewise bought
upwards of an hundred hogs, with bananas,
sweet potatoes, tarro, a large quantity of cloth,
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mats, a canoe with an out-rigger, and various 1786.
other small articles of feathers and shells. On M

our arrival the two frigates dragged their an-
chors. The wind was strong from the east-
south-east, and we drove towards Morokinne,
which was, however, sufficiently distant to per-
mit us to hoist in our boats. I made the signal
for weighing, but before the anchor was up I was
obliged to set sail, and drag till we had passed
the Morokinne Isle, that the current might not
drive us beyond the channel. If the anchor
had unfortunately struck in any cavity of a rock
during this manceuvre, or if the ground had not
been sufliciently uniform for it to slide along
" the bottom, I should have been obliged to cut
the cable. : ‘

We did not completely get our anchor in till
five in the evening, when it was too late to direct
our course between the Isle of Ranai and-the
western point.of Mowee; a new channel I was
desirous of examining, but prudence did not ad-
mit of the attempt during the night. Till eight

in the evening we had such light breezes, that

we could not advance more than half a league.
- At length the wind fixed at the north-east, and I
stood to the westward, passing-at an equal dis-
tance from the north-west point of the island of

Tahoorowa, and the south-west point of the:

island of Ranai. At day-break I made for the

south-west point of the island of Morotoi, which

I coasted at the distance of three quarters of a

Jeague, and came into the open sea, like the
E 3
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1786, Enghsh throungh the channel which separates

May. the island of Wohaoo from that of Morotoi.—
This last island had no appearance of being
inhabited in this part, though, according to the
English accounts, it is very populous on the other
side. Itis remarkable, that i these islands, the
most fertile and healthy districts, and conse-
quently the most populoys, are always to the
windward.  Qur islands of Guadaloupe, Mar-
;cinico,‘ &c. have so perfect a resemblance to this
new cluster, that, as far as navigation is concern-
ed, the circumstances appeared to me to be
gxactly the same.

- Messrs. Dagelet and Bumyc\t have taken with
the greatest carc all the bearings of this part of
Mowee along which we coasted, as well as those
of Morokinne. It was impossible for the English,
who never came nearer thay ten leagues, to have
given any exact information respecting these,
coasts. M. Bernizet has drawn a very good plan
{ Charts and Plates, N° 13 and 14), and M. Dagelet
has joined astronomical observations, which
deserve the same coufidence as those of Cook,
and which, f01 the conveniency of the reader, are
“all inserted in tables at the end of this work.—
They show our course and precise situation from
day to day, in latitude and longitude, by observa-
tion and by reckoning.

Jme.  On the first of June, at six in the cvening, we
were clear of all the islands.  We had (:mploy«;»d
less than forty-eight hours in ex: unining them,
and at most only fifteen days to clear up a point
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of geography, which appeared to me of the 1786.

utmost importance, since it removes from the
charts five or six islands which hiave no existence.
The fishes which had followed us from the vici-
nity of Easter Island to our anchoring place there
disappeared. It is a fact worthy of attention,
that the same shoal of fishes had swam fiftcen
hundred lIeagues after our frigates.  Several
bonetas, wounded by our harping irons, carried
on their backs a mark which it was impossible
for us to mistake, and thus we knew again cach
~day the same fishes we had seen the evening
before. I have no doubt, if we had not stopped
at the Sandwich Islands, they would have follow-
ed two or three hundred leagues farther, tll they
came to o temperature too cold for them to bear,

Ia

June,
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CHAPTER VIL

D&pm‘turc From the Sandwich I.s'Z(z;zds——-w;‘f(gm of
approaching the Coast of America—IVe make
Mount St. Elias—Discovery of Baie de Mondi—
Boais sent to reconnoitre the Entrance of a darge
River, to which we preserve the Name of Belring's
River—Discover a deep Bay—Faveurable Bepert
of several Officers, which induces us to pul in there
~—Risks in -entering— Description. of, the Bay, lo
whick we give the Name of Baic or Port des ¥ran-
gais—Manners and Customs of the Inhabitands—

- Traffic with them—Proceedings during our Stay.

THE easterly winds held us till the latitude of
30° north; the weather was fine; and I steered a
northerly course. The fresh provision we had

~procured during our shert stay at the Sandwich

Islands ensured the crews of both frigates a sufli-
ciency of wholesome and acceptible food for
three weeks; but it was impracticable for us te
keep our hogs alive, for want of water and pre.

-vender, so that T was obliged to salt them ac-
cording to captain Cook’s method. But the hogs

Y

were so small, the greater number weighing under

twenty pounds a-piece, that they could not be

exposed long to the action of the salt, without
the meat being corroded, and partly destroyed,

~which obliged us to copsume them the first.
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On the 6th of June, being in the latitude of 30° 1736.
north, the wind came rvound to the ‘south-east, June
the sky appeared whitish and dull, and every
thing indicated that we had passed the boundary
of the trade winds. I greatly feared I should
soon have to regret the fair weather, which had
preserved our health, and enabled us almost
every day to take observations of lunar distances,
or at least compare the truc time of the meridian
at which we arrived with that of our time-
keepers.’ o o

My apprehensions of mists were speedily re-
alised: they began on the Oth of June, in the 9.
latitude of S4° north, and from that time the
weather did not once clear up till the 14th, when
we reached the latitude of 41°. I first thought
these seas more foggy than those which separate
Europe and America; but I should have been
greatly mistaken, if I had irrevocably embraced
this opinion. The fogs of Nova Scotia, New-

”fmindland, and Hudson’s Bay, have an’ incon-
testable claim to pre-eminence from their con-
stant density; but the dampness to which we
were exposed was extreme; the mist or rain
drenched all our clothes, we had not a single ray
of sun to dry them, -and my expedition to Hud-
son’s Bay taught me by sad experience, that
wetness, combined with cold, is probably the
most effective cause of scurvy.* No one yet

* Dr. Trotter, physician to the fleet under lord Howe, has
shown in a very ingenious publication, on the health of seamen,
that la Pérouse was not mistaken. T. ‘
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exhibited any symptoms of it : but after 50 long
a time spent at sea, the predisposition to it must
be strong. Accordingly I ordered buckets full
of embers to be placed under the half-deck, and
between decks where the crew slept ; I furnished
every sailor and marine with a pair of boo'ts ; and
¢he cloth breeches and waistcoats, which had
been laid up in store ever since we had left the
seas of Cape Horn, were refurned to them.

My surgeon, who shared with M. Clonard the
superintendence of all these particulars, proposed

" #0 me to mix with their morning’s grog* a weak

jnfusion of bark, which, without making any
sensible alteration in the taste, might have very

‘salutary effects. This mixture I was obliged to

ordér to be made privately, otherwise the crews
would certainly have refused to drink it: but as
no one discovered it, no complaint was made _of
this innovation, which would probably have met
with considerable opposition, if it had become a
subject of general discussion. ,

These different precautions were attended with
the utmost success ; but they were not the whole
that employed our leisure during such a long
passage : my carpenter made a corn-mill, after a
plan of M. de Langle’s, which was of great ser-
vice to us.

The superintendents of the victualling depart~
ment, persuaded that kiln-dried corn would keep

* A liquor composed of one part brandy, and two parts water,
mach more wholesome for the crew than pure brandy.
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“better than flour or biscuit, had proposed to us to “55-

take on board a large guantity, to which we had -
made an addition at Chill. To grind it we were
furnished with millstones twenty-four inches in
diameter by four and a half thick, which were to
be worked by four men. We were assured, that
‘M. de Suffren had no other mill for the use of his
squadron, of course we could not question their
being sufficient for a crew so small as ours. But
when we came to make use of them, the baker
found the corn broken to.pieces only, not ground;
‘and of this bad meal, the labour of four men,
velieved every half hour during a whole day, had
produced only twenty-five pounds As our corn
formed nearly half'our means of subsistence, we
should have been under no small embarrassment,
but for the inventive mind of M. de Langle, who,
with the assistance of a sailor formerly a journey-
- man miller, contrived to adapt the movement of
‘a windmill to our little stones. He first tried
sails turned by the wind with some success; but
to these he soon substituted a winch, and thus
we were enabled to grind two hundred weight of
corn a-day, and obtain from it as good meal as
in the ordinary way.
On the 14th the wind came round to- the west-

south-west. The following observations are the -

result of our lon0 experience. When the wind
is but a few degrees to the north of the west, the
sky is generally pretty clear, and the sun visible
above the horizon; from the west to the south-
west, commonly cloudy, with a little rain: from

14.
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the south-west to the south-east, and even as far
as the east, a foggy horizon, and the air loaded
with moisture, penetrating even into the cabins,
and every part of the ship. Thus a simple in-
spection of the table of winds will always inform
the reader of the state of the weather, and be of
utility to those, who may follow us in this naviga-
tion: they, too, who may peruse with pleasure
the events of our voyage, and at the same time
feel interested for those, who have undergone the
fatigue of them, will not think with indifference
on navigators, who, at the verge of the earth, and
having incessantly struggled against mists and
storms, and scurv'y, have explored an unknown
coast, the theatre of all the geographical fictions,*
too readily embraced by modern geographers.

*-The fictions I mean are the voyage of admiral Fuentes; and
the pretended voyages of the Chinese and Japanese on these
coasts.

+ The particulars of the voyages of admiral Fuentes, or de
Fonte, are unquestionably very extraordinary;’but I .dare not
entirely reject them, when I compare the chart of his discoveries
with those of Cook, la Pérouse, Dixon, and Meares.. It appears
from the oration delivered by Buac}m at the academy of Sciences,
that Lorencio Ferrer de Maldonado discovered a north-west pas-
sage, by entering a strait in Hudson’s Bay, the same by which
admiral Fuentes passed out from the South-Sea, and which is
named on maps Repulse Bay. The voyage of Maldenado appears:
to be authentic: it1s dated 1588:% that of admiral Fuentes was
in 1640.. Now unlessit were proved, that the latter was-ac-
quainted with the voyage of Maldonado, and made it the basis of

T Isit probable, that & Spanish vessel should be sent in search of 2 north-
west passage, ‘at the time when Philip was no doubt straining every nerve
for the equipment of his'famous armada, - R S
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~ Of this part of America, as far as Mount St. 1786.
Elias, in the latitude of 60°, captain Cook had Jure.
only a transient view, Nootka Sound excepted,
where he made some stay: but from Mount St.
Elias to the point of Alashka, and thence to Icy

Cape, that celebrated ‘navigator explored the
coast with that courage and perseverance, of
“which all Europe knows him to have been capa-
ble. To explore that part of America, therefore,

his romance, the agreement between the particulars of the two
voyages will leave room for doubt, and in geography every doubt
ought to be preserved, tillit is removed by irrefragable proofs.

Neither the oration of Buache, nor the Spanish voyage om
which it was founded, is yet printed. The reader who wishes
to know the disquisitions, fo which the voyage of admiral Fuentes
has given rise, will find them in the following works:

Explication de la Carte dos nouvelles Découvertes au Nord de 1a )
Mer du Sud. * Explanation of the Chart of new Discoveries
to the Nortl of the Pacific Ocean,” by de Lisle, &c. Paris;
1752. ' : - ‘

Considérations geographiques ef physiques, &c. * Geographical
and physical Reflections on the new Discovéries to the North of
the Great. Ocean, commonly called the South Sea,” by Philip
Buache, 8&c. Paris, 1758.

Nowzvellzs Cartes des- Découveries de U Amiral de Fonte, &c.
« New Charts of the Discoveries of Admiral Fuentes, 8c.” by
de Lisle,&c. Paris, 1753. .

Lettre dun Oficier de la Marine Russienne & un Seigneur dela
Cour, &c.. * Letter from an Officer in the Russian Navy to a
Nobleman at Court, &c.”  Berlin.

Observations critiques sur los nouvelles Découvertes de I’ dmiral
Fuentesy &e. < Critical Remarks on the new Discoveries of Ad-
~miral Fuentes, 8z¢.” by Robert de Vaugondy, jun, &ec. Paris,
1753. ,

And the perodical publications entitled Journal historigue, Mé-
moire pbur P istvire des Scionces st des Beaun Arts, Journal des S~
veots, and Journal conomigue, tor the Year 1753, (French Editor, }
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which lies between Mount St. Elias and Monte-

rey Bay, must be a work of high importance to

commerce and navigation: but it would require
some years, and we will not deny, that, having

only two or three months to bestow on it, on

account of the season, and still more of the vast

plan of our voyage, we must leave much of the

minutize to the navigators that may follow us.—
Many ages in all probability will elapse, before
all the bays and harbours of this part of America
are perfectly known; but the true direction of
the coast, and the determination of the latitude
and longitude ofit’s most remarkable ‘points, will
secure to our labours a degree of utility, of which
no mariner will be insensible. ,

From the time we left the Sandwich Islands till
we made the land of Mount St. Elias, the wind
had never ceased a moment to be favourable.—
As we advanced to the north, and approached
America;, we observed sea-weeds of a species
entirely ' new to us. A ball of the size of an
orange terminated a stalk forty or fifty feet long,

: rebemblmw an onion run to seed, but much”

superior in size. Large whales, ducks, and
divers likewise indicated our approximation to
the land, which at length appeared on the 23d,
at four in the morning. As the mist cleared
away, a long chain of mountains covered with
snow burst at once upon our sight, which we
might have discerned thirty Ieagues farther off,
lmd ‘the weather been clear. We distinguished
in these the Mount St. Elias of Behring, with it’s
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summit rising above the clouds. ( Charts and 17ss.
Plates, 15, 16, 17, 18.) June.
The sight of land, after a long voyage, usualh
excites feehngs of dehght, but on us it had
not this effect. The eye wandered with pain
over masses of snow, covering a barren soil,
unembellished by a single tree. The mountains
appeared to be at a very little distance from the
sea, which broke against the cliffs of a table-land
three or four hundred yards hlgh This plain,
black as if burned by fire, and totally destitute of
verdure, formed a striking contrast with' the
whiteness of the snow, which was perceived pierc-
ing the clouds, and served as a base to a chain
of mountains, which appeared to extend fifteen
leagues east and west. At first we thought our-
selves very near; the summits of the mountains
seemed to hang over our heads, and the snow
diffused a brightness calculated to deceive eyes
unaccustomed to it: but as we advanced, we
perceived between us and the elevated plain low
lands covered with trees, which we took for
islands. Among these it was probable weshould
find shelter for our slnps, as well as wood and wa-
ter.  Accordingly I prepared to reconnoitre
these supposed islands, by the help of the easterly
wind, which blew along shore; but it suddenly
shifted to the south, the sky became very gloomy
in that part of the horizon, and I thought it
adviseable to haul the wind, which set right on
the shore, and wait for a more favourable oppor-
tunity. At noon we had an observation, which
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gave us the latitude of 59° 21" north and our

Juze: Jongitude by the time-keepers was 143° 23’ west.

25.
26.

A thick fog enveloped the land during the whole
of the 25th: but on the 26th the weather was .
very fine, and the coast appeared very distinct
in all it’s parts by two in the morning. I ran
along it at the distance of two leagues, in se-
venty-five fathoms of water, muddy bottom, very
desirous of finding a harbour, in which I had

some reason to hope I was successful.

I have already mentioned a table-land three or
four hundred yards high, serving as a base to vast
mountains, a few leagues within it, and soon we
perceived to the eastward a low point covered

with trees, which appeared to join the table-land;

and terminate at a short distance from'a second
chain of mountains which appeared farther to
the east. We were all unanimously of opinion;
that the table-land terminated at this low point
covered with trees, and was an island separated
from the mountains by an arm of the sea, the
direction of which must be east and west like
that of the coast, and in this supposed channet
we expected to find a convenient shelter for our

 vessels.,

Towards this point I steered my course, keep-
ing the lead cogstantly going, and never found less
than forty-five fathoms of water, with a muddy
bettom. During the whole day the wind had

- been very weak, varying from westto north; and

at two in the afternoon I was obliged to come to
an anchor on account of a calm. At noon our
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latitude by observation was 59° 41, and our longi- 1786.
tude by the time-keepers 143° 3’ west. We were June.
three leagnes to the south-west of the woody
point, which I still believed to be anisland, I
had sent my barge, as early as ten in the morning,
under the command of M. Boutin, to reconnoitre
this channel or bay: Messrs. de Monti and de
Vaujuas had been sent from the Astrolabe for the
same purpese; and we remained at anchor wait-
ing for their return. ‘Fhe sea was extremely
smootl, and the current set south-south-west, at
the rate of a knot and a half an hour, which con-
Afirmed me in my opinion, that the woedy point
formed at least the mouth of a large river, if not
of a channel.

The barometer. had fallen half an inch in the
last twenty-four bhours; the sky appeared very
lowering ; every thing indicated, that the dead
calm which obliged us to come to an anchor,
would be succeeded by foul weather. Atlength,
at nine in the evening, our boats returned, and
the three cfficers ununimously reported, that
there was neither channel nor river; and that
the coast merely formed o pretty large semicir-
cular bay to the “north-east, having thirty fathoms
of water, with 2 muddy bottom, and entirely open
to the winds from the south-south-west to the

east-sonth-ecast, which are the most dangerous.
The sea broke violently on the shore, whichwas
covered with drift-wood. M. de Monti had
landed with great difficulty; and, as he was the
commanding-oflicer ot this little division of boats,

VOL. 1L ¥
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I gave the place the name of Baie de Monti.—
Ti’xev added, that the woody point joined other
land still flatter, and without any trees, which
gave it the appearance of being terminated by
the sea, and thus occasioned our mistake.—
Messrs. de Monti, de Vaunjuas, and Boutin, had
taken the bearings of the different points by the
compass. Their unanimous report left us no
doubt respecmw the ¢onduct we had to pursue.
I made the signal to get under way; and as the
weather threatened to prové very toul, I availed
myself of a breeze which sprung up from the
north-west, to run to the south-east and gain an
offing*

* It wiil no doubt appear sirange, that T should. dx:.pute the
report of three officers, and maintain, that la Pérouse formed a
more accurate judgment of the coast from on board his own ship,
Tt is for the reader to decide on the proofs of my assertion ; and,
if he have any doubts, he may consult the voyage of D,.xon and
the charts accompanying it,

1 assert then, that de Monti Bay is the Port Mulgrave of Dizon,
where he anchored on the 23d of May of the year following,
sheltered from all winds by an island. which forms a kind of V
mole.

Dixon says, p. 40, ¢ The situation Mr. Turner had pitched on
for us to ancher in, was round a low peint to ihe northward,
about three miles up the bay.

# These islands, in common with the rest of the coast, are en-
tirely covered with pines of two or three different species, inter-
mixed here and there with hazle, and various kinds of brush-
wood.” »

Dixen fixes the latitude of Port Mulgrave at -~ 58° 337

And it's longitude, from the meridian of London,

at 140, which makes, from the meridian of
FParis, - m - - ~ 142 20
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The night was calm, but foggy: the wind 17se.
varied every moment, but at length it settled in ¥

the east, and blew very hard for four and twenty
hours, - ‘

On the 28th the weather grew a little more 28,

clear. 'We had an observation in latitude 59° 1
north, and, longitude 142° 417 west by our time-
keepers. The coast was greatly obscured by
mists, so that we could not distinguish the points
we had seen the preceding days. The wind was
still easterly ; but the barometer rose; and every
thing indicated a favourable change. At fivein
the evening we were only three leagues from the
“land, in forty fathoms of water, muddy bottomg;
“and the mists being a little dispersed, we took
bearings of the principal points of land, which
formed a continued series with those of the pre-
ceding days, and served, with those made after-
wards with the utmost care, for the construction
of the charts accompanying this work. Naviga~
tors, and they who are particularly attached to
the study of geography, will perhaps feel some
satisfaction in being informed, that to give greater
accuracy to the views and delineations of the
coasts and remarkable points, M. Dagelet verified

T.a Pérouse makes the Intitade of Bale de Monti  59° 4%

Andis longitude - - - 142 40

if the three officers sent by ld Pérouse did not proceed quite to
the head of the bay, it is not at all surprising, that tley.thought
they saw 2 continuation of the coast, and that the numerous small
iilands at the head of the bay concealed from them the passage,
which separates these islands from the centinent. (French Editor.}
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and corrected the bearings taken by the azimuth
compass, by measuring with the sextant the
angles the different head-lands made with each
ather, to ascertain the mutual distances, and at
the same time determining the elevation of the
mountains above the level of the sea. This me-
thod, though not rigorously exact, is accurate
enough to enable seamen to judge of the distance
of a coest by it’s elevation; and thus this acade-
mician ascertained the height of Mount St. Elias
to be one thousand nine hundred and cighty
toises, and it's distance within land cight
leagues,*

Our observation on the 29th of June gave us
the latitude of 59° 20 north, and our longitude, by

our time-keepers, was 142° 2" west, so that we

“Third Voyage, Vol. IXI.  (French Editor.)

had advanced cight leagues to the castward in
the last twenty-four hours. The southerly winds
and fogs continued all the 29th, and the weather
did not clear up till near noon on the 30th ; but
we had occasional glimpses of the low lands {rom

‘which wé were never more than four leagues

distant. By our reckoning we were five or six
leagues east of the bay to which captain Cook
gave the name of Behring.  Our soundin gs wore
never less than sixty or seventy fathoms, muddy
bottom. At noon our latitude by observation
was 58° 55, and our longitude 141° 48’ by the
time-keepers.” There being a light wind from

* Coolk says, that Mount St. Elias lies twelve feagues within
land, in latitude 60° 277, longitude 219° enst from CGreenwich,

k
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the west-south-west, I stood towards the land rrse.
with all sails set, and got sight of a bay to the east. 7™
ward, which appeared to bc very deep,and which
at first I thought to be Behring’s Bay. Ap-
proaching within a league and a half of it, I
(hstmctly perceived th&t the low lands, as in
Baie de Monti, joined higher land, and that there
was no bay: but the sea was whitish and very
little salt, so that we were evidently at the mouth
of a river which was undoubtedly very large, as
it changed the colour and taste of the sea two
leagues in the offing. Accordmgly I made the
signal to come to an anchor in thirty fathoms,
muddy bottom, and I dispatched my barge,
under the command of M. de Clonard, my first
licutenant, accompanied by Messrs: Monneron
and Bernizet. M. de Langle had sent his barge
alse, and his pinnace, with Messrs. Marchainville
and Daigremont. These officers returned at
noon. They had run along the shore as near as
the breakers would allow, and had discovered a
sand bank, just level with the water, at the mouth
of a great river, which discharged it’s waters into
thesea by two pretty large charmels 5 but each of
these had a bar similar to that of the river of
Bayonne, on which the sea broke with such
violence, that it was impossible for our boats to
get near. M. de: Clonard spent five or six hours
to no purpose in search of an entrance; but he
saw smoke, a proof that the country is inhabited.
From the ship we perceived the water very smooth
beyond the bank, and a basin several leagues

F 3
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wide, and two leagues deep; so that when the
sea is smooth it may be presumed ships, or at
least boats, may enter the gulph: but as the
current is very strong, and the roughness (‘,rf' the
sea on the bars scarcely suffers a moment’s‘ inter-
mission, a simple view of the place is sufficiont t‘n
deter a seaman from entering it. On secing this
bay, I thought it might possibly be that wha:er;c::
Behring landed : and if so, the loss of hl.‘i bout’s
crew might with more probability be asc ribed to
the turbulence of the waves than to the savagoe-
ness of the Indians.* ' To this stream I preserved
the name'of Bebring's river ; and it appears to
me, that the bhay of this name docs not exist,
captain Cook rather supposing than perceiving
it,as he passed at ten or twelve leagues distance.y

On the first of July, at noon, I weighed with a
slight breeze from the south-west, running along

* Here there is a double mistake: first, it was captain Tsche-
rikow, not captain Bebring, who Iost his boats; secondly, this
misfortune happened in the latitude of 56°, as Muller relutes in
his Account of the Voyages and Discoveries of the Russiann.
See p. 248 of the French translation of his work. (French Editor.}
- 4+ The place which la Pérouse here calls Behring’s river iv un-
guestionably the same with the Bebring’s bay of Cook. It re-
mains to be decided, whether the change of colour and freshness
of the sea be sufficient to ascertain, that the ianlet is a river;
whether the freshness may not proceed from the quantity of cuors
mous masses of ice continvally falling from the summit of the
mountains, and the colour, from the carth of the shore on which
the sea breaks with so much fury.

Whether river or bay, perhaps indeed both (for buys being
formed by mountains advancing into the sea, the probability i,
that there is a river or torrent at the head), the following are
proofs of the identity of the places. ‘
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the eoast at the distance of two or three Ieague;. 1786
Our observation at our anchorage gave us 59° 7' fay.
of north latitude ; and our time- Leeper, 141° 17
of west lonoqtude The entrance of the river
then bore north 17° east, and Cape Fair-Weather,
east 5° south. A light breeze from the west
carried us- along the shore near enough to have
discerned men with our glasses, if any had been

on it; but we saw only breakers, which appeared
to render landing impracticable.:

On the 24, at noon, I set Mount Fa.lr-«Weather,
bearmg north 6° east by the compass ; our lati-
tude by observation being 58° 36’ ; our longitude

{by the time-keepers, 140° 31"; and our distance
from land two leagues. At two in the afternoon

Cook determines the latitude of the mouth of the bay to be 59°
'3 la Pérouse, being to the west of it, makes it 59° 20"

Cook’s Iongitude, on board his ship, was 220° 19 east of
Greenwich, or 189° 41/ west; to which 2° 20/, the difference be-
tween the meridians of Greenwich and Paris, being added, we
shall have Cook’s longitude 142° 1/ west of Paris; and s Pé-
rouse fixes his longitude at 142° 2/, which makes a difference of
only one minute, with the addition of the iwo Iearrues, which
Cook was farther from the coast.

Cook set the opening of the bay nerth 47° east: la Pérouse,
who' was two léagues nearer the shore, north 33° east.-

Cook, at eight leagues from the Jand, had seventy fathoms of
water, muddy bottom : Ia Pérouse, five or six leagues from the
shore, had the same bottom, and consequently sixty or seventy
fathoms of water. '

If I had not carried my proofs to the point of conviction,
1 would entreat the reader himself to mark on the chart Cook’s
situation on the 6th of May, 1778 ; and that of Ja Pérouse on the
29th of June, 1786, and to follow their course pointed out in
their journals, paying attention to the variation of the compass, as
ascertained by the two pavigators.  (French Editor.)

F4
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we percewea an inlet, a little to the eastward of
Capu Fair-Weather, which appeared to be a very
fine b:zv, and I stecred my course towards it.—
At the distance of a league T sent the jolly-boat,

under the command of ‘J de Pierrevert, with M,
Bernizet, to reconnocitre it. Twe boats com-
manded by Messrs. de Flassan and Boutervilliers,

“were sent from the Astrolabe for the same purs

pose, From the vessel we perceived a large
mole of rocks, behind which the sea was very
smoctir. This mole appeared to be six or eight
hundred yards long from east to west, and ended |
about two cables’ lengths from the point of the

main land, leaving a pretty wide opening; so

that nature scemed to have constructed in the

remotest part of America a harbour resem-

bling that of Toulon, but on a gigantic scale,

adapted to her ampler powers. This new har-

bo.r extended three or four leagues into the land. ‘
Mezevs, de Flassan and Boutervilliers made a

higivy favourable report f it: they had gone in.
and out of it several times; com;tantly fonud

seven or eight fathonis of water in the middle of
the passage, and five fathoms W zthm forty yards,.
or thereabout, of either ext;‘emliy ; and added,

that within the bay there were ten or twelve
fathoms, with a good bottom. Their report de-
termined me to steer for the passage. Our boats
were sent a-head to sound, w1th orders, when we!
came near the poinis, to lie on their oars, one
at each extremity, so that the ‘ships would have

nothing te do but pass between them,
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We soon perceived- some savages, who made 1736.
signs of friendship, by displaying dand waving July.

white mantles, and different skins. Several of
fhe canoes of these Indians were fishing in the
bay, where the water was as smooth as in a basin,
while the mole was covered with foam by the
breakers ; but the sea was very calm beyond the
passage, n fresh proof to us that there was a
considerable depth of water.

At seven in the evening we were off the
entrance ; but the wind was faint, and the ebb

so strong, that it was impossible to stemit. The

Astrolabe was drifted out pretty fast, and I was
“obliged to anchor, that I might not be carried

away by the current, with the direction of which

I was unacquainted. As soon, however, as I was
certains#hat it ran directly to the offing, I weigh-
ed and’ rejoined the Astrolabe, far from deter-

mined what steps I should take the next day.—

The very rapid eurrent, of which our officers had
made no mention, abated.my eagerness to put
into this harbour; for I was by no means ignorant
of the-great difficulties that always attend the
entering or sailing eut of narrow passages; where
the tides are very strong ; and as I was under
the necessity of exploring the coasts of America
during the summer scason, I was scnsible that -a
forced stay in a harbour, the departure from
which required a combination of favourable cir-
cumstances, would be considersbly detrimental
to the success of my expedition. I stood off and
on, however, the whole ﬁight ; and 1 t¥e morn-
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3786, 1ng 1 hailed M. de L&ﬂgle, and impdrted to him

July., .
o nmny sentiments.

Still the report of both his
officers was very favourable; they had sounded
the passage, and the interior of the bay; they
declared, that they had several times stemmed
the current, which appeared to us so strong, with
theirboat ; so that M. de Langie thou ght this har-
bour would be extremely convenient for us; and
his reasons appeared to me 50 good, that I

. hesitated not to yield to them.

This port was never secn by any navigator.—

It is thirty-three leagues north-west of that of

Los Remedios, the extreme boundary of the
Spanish voyages; about two Lundred and
twenty-four leagues from Nootka: and a hun-
dred leagues from Prince William’s Sound: so

* that it appears to me, if the French govgrament

entertained any project of establishing afactory on
this part of the coast of America, 1o nation could
have the least pretext for opposing it.* Lhe
calmness of the interior of, the hLay was very
seducing to us, who were under an absolute

~mecessity of rummaging our hold, and almost

entirely changing the stowage of it, in order to
get out six of our guns, which were stowed in the

¥ Since la Pérouse explored the north-western coast of Ameri-
ca from Mount St. Elias to Monterey, two English navigators
have nearly followed the same track, but both with commercial
views alone. '

Dixon, who sailed from England in the Queen Charlotte, ac-
companied with captain Portlock in the King George, in Septem-
ber 1785, anchored at O'whyhee, dne of the Sundwich islands, ou
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Dotiom, and without which it would have been 173q,
imprudent to navigate the Chinese seas* so JUl

frequently infested by pirates. I gave this place
the name of Port des Francais.

- At six in the morning we stood for the passage,
to enter 1t with the end of the flood. The Astro-
labe led, and we stationed a boat at each point
as the preceding evening. The winds blew from
the west and west-south-west; the direction of
the entrance is morth and south; so that every
thing appeared in our favour: but at seven
o’clock, when we were in the passage, the wind
chopped about to the west-north-west and north-

the 26th of May, 1786. La Pérouse passed by Owhyhce on the
28th of the same month, arichored at Mowee the next day, and
sailed again the $0th. He made Mount 5t Elias on the 23d of
June, 1786 ; while Dixzon, wha left Owhyhee the 13th of June,
having directed his course  towards Cook’s River, did not reach
the north-western coast of America till the Sth of September.
He ran along it from' Cross Sound to Noeotka Sound, wit_hoﬁt‘be-
ing able to come to an anchor any where. - Heleft it on the 28th of
the same month to return to the Sandwich Islands; and it was
not il the 23d of May, in the year following, that he made Mount
St. Elias, and anchored in Port Mulgrave. The priority of la
Pérouse, therefore, is incontestable.

Béfore Dixon sailed from London, he was acquainted w%th t?e
expedition fitted out from France, but he did not meet with the
French vessels, and could have no knowledge of their discove-
‘u,czaptain Meares, of the Snow Nootka, left Bengal in March,
1786 ; touched at Oonalashka in August: and at the fn}d, of Sep-
tembef reached Prince William®s Sound, where he wintered. It
was not til1 1788 and 1789 that he ran al_ang the coast of Ame-
rica. His voyage is mot yet translated into Erench. (French
Eg};to;?;/zg ywere to feach China by the beginnipg'qf Febma}-y.
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37e5 west by west, so that it was necessary to throw
Julys the ship up in the wind and lay all aback. For-

sunately the flood carried the ships into the bay,
though it drove us within half a pistol-shot of the
rocks on the eastern point. I came to an anchor
within, in three fathoms and half, rocky ground,
at half a cable’s length from the shore. The

© Astrolabe anchered in the like depth of water, on

a similar bottom.
 During the thirty years that I have followed

‘the sea I never saw two vessels so near being lost ;

and to have experienced such an event at the
verge of the world would have enhanced our
misfortune : but we had now escaped this danger.
Our long-boats were quickly hoisted out, and
with our kedge anchors we warped off, so that
we were in siw fathoms of water, before the tide
had fallen perceptibly. Our keel touched the
bottom a few times, it is true, but so shtrhtly as
to do the vessel no injury. Our sitnation would

have been no longer embarrassing, had we not

been anchored on a rocky ground, which extend-
ed several cables” length around us, very different
from the report of Eiessrs de Flassan and Bou-
tervilliers. ‘This was not a time, however, for
reflections ; it was necessary to extricate our-
selves from this bad anchorage, and the rapidity
of the tide was a great obstacle to this, the
viclence of it obliging me to let go a bower
anchor. = I momemaniy qppxehcndad that the

 cable would be cut, and we should drive on

shore. To add to our z}nxm’ry, the wind ﬁom
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the west-north-west freshened greatly; the stern 176
' July.

swung very near the rocks: and it was.impos-
sible to think of warping off. Accordingly I
struck the top—gaﬂant;ma;sts,ﬁ, and awaited the
end of the gale, from which we should have had
nothing to fear, had we been anchored om a
better ground. |

Without delay I sent a boat to sound the bay..
M. Boutin reported, that he had found an excel-
lent bed of sand, within four cables’ length of our
‘anchorage to the west, where we should have ten
fathoms of waters but higher up the bay, to-
wards the north, there was no bottem at sixty
fathoms, except within half a cable’s length of
the shore, where there were thirty fathoms, mud-
dy bottom. Te told me, likewise, that the
north-west wind did not reach the interior of the
harbour, where there was a.perfect calm.

M. &’Escures had been dispatched at the same
time to examine the head of the bay, of which he
brought .me a very favourable account. < He
had made the circuit of an island, near which
we might anchor in five-and-twenty fathoms,
muddy bottom. No place could be more conve-
nient for our observatory: wood ready cut lay
scattered over the shore; and cascades of the
clearest water fell from the summits of the moun-
tains down to the sea. He had procee%ed two
leagues heyond (the island to the head of the
bay, which was covered with flakes of ice. He
<aw the entrance of two yast channels, but, being

ey
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eager to return with an account of what he had
done, had not explored them.” From this report
our imaginations pictured to us the possibility
of penetrating into the interior of America by
one of those channels. The wind having sub-
sided at four in the afternoon, we warped to the
bed of sand found by M. Boutin; and the Astro-
labe was able to get under way, and gain the
annchorage of the island. The next day I joined
her, by the help of a light breeze at east-south-
east, and the assistance of our boats.

During our forced stay at the entrance of the
bay, we had been continually surrounded with
the canoes of the savages, who offered us fish,
skins of otters, and other animals, and different
tittle articles of their dress, in exchange for our
iron. To our great surprise they appeared well
accustomed fo traflic, and bargained with as '
much skill as any tradesman of Europe. Of all
our articles of trade, they appeared tc have no
great desire for any thing but iron': they accept-
ed indeed a few beads; but these served rather
to conclude a bargain, than to form the basis of
it. We at length prevailed on them to take

- pewter pots and plates: yet these had only a

transient success, irom prevailing over every
thing. They were not unacquainted with this
metal. Every one had a dagger of it suspended
from the neck, not unlike the criss of the Ma<
lav:,, except that the handle was different, bung“
nothing more than an elongation of the blade;
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rounded, and without any edge. This weapon 1736,
had a sheath of tanned leather, and appeared to July.

be their most valued moveable. As we examined
these daggers very attentively, they informed us
by signs, that they made use of them only against
the bears and other wild beasts. Some were of
copper, but they did not appear to give a pre-
ference to these. This metal is pretty common
among them: they wuse it chiefly for collars,
bracelets, and various other ornaments; and
they also point their arrows with it.

It was a matter of great question with us
whence they procured these two metals. There
was no improbability in supposing this part of
America to contain native copper, which the
Indians might reduce into sheets or ingots: but
native iron perhaps does not exist, or at least is
so rare, that it has never been seen by the ma-

jority of mineralogists.* It cannot be admitted,

* Though native or virgin iron is rare, it is found in Sweden,

‘Germany, Senegal, Siberia, and the Island of Elba. I have

found it at Erbalonga, a village four or five miles north of Bastia,
the capital of Corsica, profusely dispersed “through the substance
of a rock on the border of the sea, and constantly in an octaedral
form, The existence of native iron is confirmed by the speci-
mens extant in most cabinets of natural history, and by the
opinion of Stah], Linneeus, Margraff, and others.

Therefore, as iron mines exist in America, native iron alse
may be found theres not that I would hence infer, that the iron
~ seen by la Pérouse in possession of these Indians came from this
source; for I think with Cook, that they must have had it from
the Russians, who, departing from Kamtschatka, have-extended
their commerce thus far; or by means of their intercourse with
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1786. that these people are acquainted with the method
oy of veducing iron ore to the state of meta

Beside, the day of our arrival we saw neckiaces
of beads, and some little articles of brass, which,
as is well known, is a composition of. copper and
zine.* Every thing, therefore, leads us to pre-
sume, that the memk we saw came either from
the Russians, from the servants of the Hudson’s

Bay company, from American merchants travel-
ling into the interior parts of the country, or
from the Spaniards: but I shall hereafter show
that it most probably came from the Russians.

We brought away many specimens.of this iron,

which is as soft and easy to cut as lead:t per-.
haps mineralogists may be able to pointout the
country and mine that produce it.

Gold is not an object of more eager desire in
Europe, than iron in this part of America, whick

‘

the inland tnbes, who procure it! from cur @ei*semenﬁs on the
north-east coast of America. (French Editor.}
* Copper fused with pure zine makes pinchbeck'e

“must be fused with cajamine to obtain brass.

Calamine unquestionably contains -zinc: ‘but it also contains

- earth, sand, martial cchre, and often galena. That which has

little or no zine is unfit for making ‘mas:,.

The semimetal zinc, when impure, may likewise be united
with pyrites, lead, blende, and a very hard earthy substance.

Thus it appears, that very different metals will(be{ obtained by
fusing copper with pure zinc, and with calaming, . French
Edltor) L

t This property indicates it to be native or wifg

(French Editor.)

yiron.
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is another proof of it's scarcity. Every man, it 1786.

is true, has a little in his possession ; but they

Tuly.

are so covetous of it, that they leave no means

untried to obtain it. On thé day of our arrivals
‘we were visited by the chief of the principal vil-
lage. Before hecame on board; he appeared to
address a prayer to the sun. THe then niade

long harangue, which was concluded by aikmé{
of song, by no means disagreeable, and deatlv
resembling the plain chant of our churches.
"The Indians in his canoe accompanied him,

repeating the same air in chorus.- After this eere-

mony, they almost all came on bo&rdﬁ and danced
foran hour to the music of their own voices, in
which they are very exact. T gave‘the chief
several presents; which made him sb very trouble-
some, that he daily spent five or six hours ‘on,
board; and I was obliged to repeat them very
frequently, or he would go away discontented,
and with an air of threat, which however was not
very formidable. '

As soon as we had taken our station behind
the island, almost all the savages of the bay re-
paired thither. The report of our arrival soon
spread through the environs; and several canoes

arrived laden with a considerable quantity of

otter skins, which the Indians bartered for
hatchets, adzes, and bar iron. At first they
gave us salmon in exchange for pieces of old
hoops ; but they soon became more diflicult, and
would not part with this fish unless for nails, or
small implements of iron. I believe the sea-otter
VOL. II. G ‘
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'1786. is no where more common than in this part of

July. America; and I should not be surprised, if a
Afactory, extending it’s trade only forty or fifty
leagues along the coast, were to collect an-
nually ten thousand skins. M. Rollin, the sur-
geon of my ship, skinned, dissected, and stuffed
the only otter we were able to procure: but un-
fortunately it was not above four or five months
old, and weighed only eight pounds and half—
The Astrolabe canght one, which had no doubt
escaped from the savages, as it was severely
wounded. It appeared to be at the full growth,
and weighed at least seventy pounds. M. de
Langle had it flayed to be stuffed; but as it was
-at the time of our critical situation on entering
the bay, it was not executed with care, and we
could preserve neither the head nor thejaw.

The sea-otter is an amphibious animal, better
known for the beauty of it’s skin, than by any ac- -
curate description. The Indians of Port des
Francais call it skecter ; the Russians give it the
name of colry-morsky,* and distinguish the fe-
male by the name of maska. Some naturalists
.speak of it under the name of saricovienne; but
the description given of the saricovienne by M. de
- Buffon is no way suitable to the sea-otter, which
resembles neither the otter of Canada, nor that
of Europe.

* According to Coxe, bobry morsky, or sea-beaver : the female,
maikae; the young ones under five months, medviedki; &:c,
(French Editor,)
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As soon as we arrived at our second anchorage, 1756
we -erected our observatory on the island, which Julg.

was not above a musket-shot from our ships, and
formed an establishment there for the time of our
stay in port.” We pitched tents-for our sail ma-
kers and smiths; and made a store for our water-
casks, which we completely refitted. As all the
Indian villages were on the main-land, we flatter-
ed ourselves, that we should be in security on the
island, but we. were soon convinced of our
- mustake. Experience had already taught us, that
the Indians were great thieves; but we did not
suspect them of sufficient activity and perseve-
rance, to carry into execution difficult and tedious
schemes. In ashort time we learned to know

them better. = They spent the night in watching

for. favourable opportunities to rob us: but we
kept a-striet watch on board our vessels, and
they were seldom able to get the better of cur
vigilance. I had established also the Spartan
law: the person robbed was punished; and if
the thief received no applause, at least we re-
claimed nothing, to avoid all occasion of quarrel,
which might have led to fatal consequences.
That this extreme wildness rendered them inso-
lent I will not disavow: but I endeavoured
to convince them of the superiority of our
arms; for which purpose I fired a cannon, to
show them, that I could reach them at a
distance, and pierced with a musket-ball,

" presence of a great number of Indians, several
doubles of a cuirass they had sold us, after

G 2
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5. they had informed us by signs that it was impene-

* trable to arrows or poignards. QOur fowlers, too,
who were good marksmen, killed birds over their
heads. I am well assured, that they never
thought of inspiring us with fear;; but their con-
duct convinced me, that they believed'our forbear-
ance inexhaustible. In a very little time they
obliged me to remove the establishment on the
island.  They landed upon it in the night, on the
side next the offing ; crossed a very thick wood,
which it was impossible for us to penetrate in the
day; and creeping on -their bellies like snakes,
almost without stirring -a leaf, they contrived to
steal some of our effects, in spite of our sentries.
They had even the address to enter by night
into the tent where Messrs. de Lauriston and
Darbaud, who were on guard at the observatory,
slept ; and took away a silver-mounted musket,
and the clothes of the two officers, which they
had taken the precaution to place under their
pillow, without being perceived by a guard of

- twelve men, or even awaking the officers. - This

theft would have given us little uneasiness, but
for the loss of the original paper, containing all
our astronomical obacrmhons sinee om‘-arrwai
at Port des Tre ancais.

These circumstances were no m’xpedunent to
our taking in wood and water. ~All our officers
were continually on duty with the boats, at the
head of the different working parties, which we
were obliged to send ashore. Their presence,
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and the order they mamtamcd were checks 1786.

upon the savages.

While we were makmrr speedy prcparatlons
for our departure, Messrs: de Monneron and
Bernizet went in a boat well armed, to take the
plan of the bay. I could not send with them
any naval officers, because they were all employ-

ed; but I had resolved, that the latter should
verify the bearings of all the points, and lay
down the soundings, before our departure. We
intended afterwards to bestow one whole day in
hunting bears, of which we had seen traces in
the mountains, and then to depart as soon as
possible, the advance of the season not allowing
us longer delay. - -

We had alrea.dy V]Slted the head of the bay,

July.

which is perhaps the most extraordinary place

in the world. To form an idea of it, it is neces~ -

sary to conceive a basin of water, unfathomable
in the middle, bordered Ly peaked mountains, of
great height, covered with snow, and without one
blade of grass to decorate this vast heap of rocks,
condemned by nature to eternal sterility. I
never beheld the surface of the water ruffled by a
single breath of wind. Nothing disturbs it hut
the fall of enormous masses of ice, which fre-
‘quently separate from five different glaciers,
while the sound is re-echoed by the distant
mountains. The air is so calm, and the silence
so profound, that the single voice of a man may
be heard half a league, as may the cries of a few
sea-fowl, whieh deposit their eggs in the hollows
G 3
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1786. of the rocks. It was at the head of this bay, that
T we hoped to find channels, by which we might

penetrate into the interior of America. 'We con-
jectured it might lead to some large river, taking
it's course between two of the mountains, and
originating from one of the great lakes north of
Canada. Such was our chimerical notion, and
this was it’s result. We set off in the two barges
of the Boussole and Astrolabe. Messrs. de
Monti, de Marchainville, de Boutervilliers, and
father Receveur, accompanicd M. de Langle;
and Messrs. Dagelet, DBoutin, Saint-Ceran,
Duché, and Prevost, were with me.  We entered
the channel on the west. Prudence required us

to-keep at a distance from the ghore, on account
“of the falling ice and stomes. At length, after

having rowed a league and half only, we found
the channel terminated at two vast glaciers.—
We were obliged to push away the flakes of ice
with which the sea was covcred, to penctrate
thus far: and the water was so deep, that I
could find no bottom at half a cable’s length
from the shore with a line of a hundred and
twenty fathoms. Maessrs. de Langle, de Monti,
and Dagelet, with several other oflicers, attempt-

“ed to ascend the glacier. With unspeakable

fatigue they advanced twoleagues, being obliged

‘at extreme risk to leap over clefls of great

depth; but they could only perceive one con- .
tinued mass of ice and snow, of which the summit
of Mount Fair-Weather must have been the
termination. ' '
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While they were on this expedition, my boat 1736.

remained on the shore. A fragment of ice which
fell into the water near half a mile off, occasioned
such a swell along the shore, that my boat was
upset, and thrown to some distance on the bor-
der of the glacier. This accident was soon
repaired, and we returned on board, having finish-
ed our voyage into the interior of America in a
few hours. I had sent M. de Monneron and M.
Bernizet to explore the eastern channel; which
terminated, like this, at two glaciers. Both
these channels were surveyed, and laid down in
the plan of the bay. (Charts and Plates, N° 19.)

G &
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'CHAPTER VIIL

Condinzaiion of our Stay at Port des Frangais—At
the Moment of our Departure twe experience &
dreadful Misfortune—~Concise dccount of the Par-
diculars of this Event—We relurn to our first
Anckorage— Departure.

THE day after this excursion, the chief came
on hoard better attended, and more ornamented,.
than usual. After many songs and dances, he
offered to sell me the island, on which our obser-
vatory was erected ; tacitly reserving, no doubt,’
to himself and the other Indians, the right of
robbing us upon it. It was more than question-
able, whether this chief were proprictor of a
single foot of land: the government of these
people is of such anature, that the country must
belong to the whole society : yet, as many of the
savages were witnesses to the bargain, I had a
right to suppose that it was sanctioned by their
assent; and accordingly I accepted the offer
of the chief, sufficiently aware, however, that
many tribunals would find a flaw in the contract,
if ever the nation should think proper to litigate
our title, for we could bring no proof, that the
witnesses were it’s representatives, or the chief

‘the actual proprietor of the soil. Be this as it
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might, I gave him several yards of red cloth, 1786.

hatchets, adzbs, bar iron, and nazls, and made
presents to -all his attendants. ~ The bargain
being thus concluded, and the purchase-money
paid, I sent to take possession of the island with
the usual formalities, and buried at the foot of a
rock several bromze medals, which had been

“struck before our departure from France, with a

bottle containing an 1ns.cripuon recmduw our
claiem. -

~ The grand work, however, for which he had
p-ut into port was accomplished. Our guns
were mounted, our hold was restowed, and we
had taken on board as_ample a stock of wood

. and water as at our departure from Chili. Not a

port in the universe could afford more conveni-
encies for acceleratmg a business often tedious
in other countries. Cascades, as I have already
sald, falling from the summits. of the mountains,
poured the most limpid water into the casks as-
they stood in the long-boat: wood ready felled,

. lay scattered over a shore, skirted by a sea per-

feetly smooth. The plan of Messrs. Monneron
and Bevmzet was finished, as well as the measure
of a base taken by M. Blondelas, which had served
M. de Langle, M. Dagelet, and most of the
officers, to measure the height of the mountains:
trigonometrically. We had only to regret the

July.

loss of M. Dageclet’s paper of observa,tiom, and

this m]sfortune was rendered trifling by the dif-
ferent memorandums which had been found. In
short, we considered ourselves as the most fortu~



90

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

1786. nate of navigators, in having arrived at such a
July: distance from Europe without having had a single

person sick, and Withiout an individual of either
crew being attacked with the scurvy.

But here the greateét of misfortunes, and most
impossible to be foreseen, awaited us. It is with
the most pungent sorrow I proceed to give the
history of a disaster a thousand times more cruel
than disease, and all the other events incident to
long voyages. But I submit to the severe duty
I have imposed upon myself of writing this™
account ; and I am not ashamed to avow, that
my sorrow for the event has a hundred times
since moistened my cheeks with tears ; that time
has not effaced my grief; and that every object,
every moment, recalls to my remembrance our
foss, at 2 time when we had so little reason to
apprehend such a disaster.

I have already observed, that the soundings
were to be placed on Messrs. de Monneron and
Bernizet’s plan by some of the naval officers. In
consequence the Astrolabe’s pinnace, under the
command of M. de Marchainville, was ordered
for the next day, and I directed mine to be ready,
as well as the jolly-boat, the command of which
I gave to M. Boutin. M. d'Escures, my first
Heutenant, a knight of St. Lewis, went in the
Boussole’s pinnace, and had the command of the
expedition.  As his zeal had appeaced sometimes
a little too ardent, I thought proper to give him
instructions in writing. The particulars into

~which I entered respecting the prudence I re-
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quired appeared to him so minute, that he asked 173s.
me whether I took him for a child, adding, that July.

he had had the command of vessels before now.
I explained to him the motives of my orders in a
friendly manner: Itold him, that M. de Langle
and I had sounded the passage of the bay two
days before, and that Ifoand the officer com-
manding the cther boat with us had passed too
near the point, and even touched upon it: I
added, that young officers thought it a feather in
their cap, to mount the parapets of the trenches
during a siege, and the same spirit led them in
boats to brave rocks and breakers; but such
inconsiderate boldness might be attended with
the most fatal consequences in an expedition

like ours, where such dangers were continually

recurring. After this conversation I delivered
to him the following instructions, which I read
to M. Boutin, and which will best explain the
mission of M. d’Escures, as well as the precau-
tions I took. : '

Written I nstructions given to M. d Escures by M.
de la Pérouse. -

«« Before I enter on the purpose of the expedi-
tion on which M. d'Escures is sent, I must inform
him, that he is expressly ordered, not to expose
the boats to any danger, and not to approach the
passage if there be any breakers. He will set off
at six in the morning, with two other boats com-
manded by Messrs. de Marchainville and Boutin,
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1735, and he will sound the bay from the passage to the
July. Jittle cove to the eastward of the two paps. He

will lay down the soundings on the plan I have
delivered to him, or he will sketch one from which
they may be laid down. = If there be no breakers
in the passage, but merely a swell, -as the business
is not urgent, he will defer sounding it till some
other day; recollecting; that noth ng of this kind
can be done well, unless it be done wﬂ:h ‘ease.—

It is probable, that the best time for approaching
the passage will be at still water, about half after
eight. If circumstances should then be favour-
able, he will endeavour to measu s width with
a logline, and will place the three boats parallel to
each other, sounding in the direction of the width,
or from east to west. He will then sound from
north to south: but it is scarcely probable that

- he ean take this second sounding the same. tide,

as the current will havé grown too strong.
“While waiting for the time of. still water, or
if the sea should prove rough, M. d’Escures will
sound the interiorof the bay, parti -the cove
behind the paps, where I ami %o think
there must be very good anchorage. He will also
endeavour to fix on the plan the limits of the
rocky ground, and of the sand, that the good
ground may beknown. I conceive that when the
channel on the south of the island is open with the
point of the paps, there 13 a good sandy bettom :
M. d’Escures will examine whether my opinionbe
well founded ; but I again repeat; that I must beg
him not to deviate from the strictest prudence.”
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After instructions like these, could I entertain 1735,
any apprehension? They were given to aman of ¥

-thirty-three, who had commanded ships of war:
how many reasons therefore had I for security !

Our boats set off according to my diréctions at
six in the morning. It was as much a party of
pleasure; as of utility-and information. ' The gen-
tlemen were to shoot, and breakfast under the
trees.  With M. d’Escares, I sent M. de Pierre-
vert, and M. de Montarnal, the only relation I
had in the navy, and for whom I bore s much
aff@c:%ﬁmm, as if ‘he had been my son. Newer had
a young officer given me greater hopes, and M.
de Pierrevert had : already-acquired whatIspeedily
expected from M. de Montarnal.

The seven hest marines on board composed the
boat’ s orew, and my chief pilot accompanied
them to heave the lead. M. Boutin had under
him in the jolly-boat M. Mouton, lieutenant of

a frigate. I knew that the Astrolabe’s boat was |

commanded by M. de Marchainville, but I was
not. informed whether there were any other
officers in it. -

At ten in the morning I saw our Jolly—boat re-

turning. A little: smpused’ as I did not expect -
it so soon, I asked M. Boutin, before he got on _

board, if any thing had happened; apprehending
at the moment some attack from the savages.
The appearance of M. Boutin was by no means
calculated to allay my fears. His countenance
“displayed the most lively sorrow. He quickly
informed me of the dreadful loss he 'hgd witness-
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1736. €d 3 and in which he must himself have been in-
July. yolved, had not his firmness of mind enabled him

to perceive the resources that were left in such
extreme peril. Drawn, by following his com-
manding officer, into the midst of the breakers,

which set into the passage, while the sea ran

out at the rate of ten or twelve knots an hour, it
occurred to him, to present the stern of the boat
to the surge, so that yielding to the wave it might
nyofc fill, while it would be drifted out' stern fore-

~ most by the tide. He soon perceived that he

had left the breakers a-head, and found himself
in the open sta.. More intent on the safety of

others than of himself, he rowed along the edge

of the breakers, in hopes of saving some of his
unfortunate comrades, and he even returned-into
them again, but was driven back by the-tide.
At length he got upon the shoulders jof M. de
Mouton, that he might command a more eéxten-
sive view: but in vain, all was swallowed up
and M. Boutin re-entered the bay at still water.
The sea having become smooth, he had enter-
tained some hope of the Astrolabe’s pinnace, as
he had only seen owrs go down. M. de Mar-
chainville was at that time a fell quarter of a
league from the place of danger, being in as
smooth water as in the closest harbour: but this

‘young officer, prompted by a generosity, impru-

dent no doubt, a3, under such circumstances any
assistance was impossible, and possessing too
much courage and magnanimity to make this
reflection when his friends were in such éxtreme,



VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,.

03

danger, flew to their assistance, rushed into tle 175
same breakers, and perlshed with his commander, Jul%

the victim of his generosity, and of the peremp-
tory disobedience of that officer’s orders.

M. de Langle soon came on board my “ship,
not less overwhelmed with grief than myself, and
informed me with tears, that the mlsfortune was
far greater than I had supposed. Since our
departure from Fr ance he had made it an inviola-
ble law to himself, never to send the two brothers,
Messrs. la Borde Mar chainville and la Borde
Boutervilliers, on the same party; and on this
occasion he had yielded for the first time to their
wish to take a walk and shoot together, as indeed
we both considered this expedition as little more
than apar ty of plemsure, in which the ]ooa,ts would

be no more exposed to danger than in Brest Road
in fine weather.

Some canoes of the savages came now to inform

us of the fatal accident. These rude unpolished
men expressed by signs, that they had seen both
our boats sink, and that to render them assistance
was utterly impossible. We loaded them with
- presents; and endeavoured to make them under-
stand, that all our wealth would not have been
too ample a compensation for him who had
saved a single man.

Nothing could be more powerful in awakening
their humanity. They hastened to the sea-shore,
and spread themselves over both sides of the bay.
I had already sent M. de Clonard with the long-
boat to the eastward, where, if any individual had
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179 been so fortunate as, contrary to all probability,
Falie 46 save himself it was likely he would land. ML

de Langle went to the west, that no ulace might
remain anvisited; and T remained on board to
take care of the two vessels, with a sufficient
number of men to have nothing to fear from the
savages, against whom prudence required us to
be constantly on our guard. Almost all the
officers, and several other persons, accompanied
Messrs. de Langle and Clonard.. They proceeded
three leagues along the sea-shore, but they saw
not the least fragment of the wreck. Still T had
retained 'a gleam of hope. The mind does not
casily pass at once from a state of satisfaction to
profound grief. But the return of our boats
dissipated the illusion, and reduced me to a state
of sorrow, which words can but feebly express,
I wiﬂ here give the narrative of M. Boutin, who
was the fmend of M. d’Escures, and forgot like
me, thiis officer’s imprudence.

Narrative of M. Boutin.

“On the 13th of July, ten minutes before six in:
the morning, I set off from the Boussole in the

jolly-boat, with orders to attend M. d’Escures,

who had the command of our pinnace; and M.
de Marchainville was to join us with the pinnace

-of the Astrolabe. The instructions given to M.

d’Escures in writing, by M. de la Pérouse, which
had been read to me, directed him to employ
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tlie three boats in sounding the bav s to piace 1
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the soundings, according to the hearings, on the -
plan given him ; and to sound the p&, ae, if the
water were smooth, and measure it's width : but
Bre was expressly charged, not to expose the
boats under his command to the least danger, and
not to approach the passage, if there were the
leuast-appearance of breakers, or even swell. When
we had doubled the western point of the island,
mnear which we were anchored, I perceived the
passage covered with breakers from one side to
the other, and that it was lmpossible for us te
approach it. M. d’Escures was then a-head,
Iying on his oars, apparently waiting for me;
But when I was within musket-shot of him, he
rowed on; this he several times repeated; but
his boat rowing faster than mine, ¥ found myszelf
unable to join him. At a quarter after se‘;"eﬂ;-
having constantly steered ‘for the passage, we
were within two cables’ length of it, when the
pinnace put about, and I followed in her wake:
%We were then standing towards the bay, feaving
the passage astern of us. Our pinnace was
a-head of my boat within hail, and that of the
Astrolabe a quarter of a league off within the
bay. M. d’Escures then hailed me guily: 1
believe we can do nothing better than go to
breakfast, for the sea Lreaks terribly in the
passage” I answered: I think so teo; and
T fancy we must content ourselves with fixing
the limits of the sandy bay on the larboard of the
" entramce.’ - M. de Pierrevert, who was with
VOL. 1L ~ 123 ‘
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1736. M. d’Escures, was geing to reply o me, but his

-

Tabye . s
¥ gyes being turned towards the ecast, he saw that

we weve drifting by the ebb. I too perceived it,
and we instantly pulled away with all our might
to the north, to get at a distance from the pas-
sage, from which we were still at least two han-
dred yards. I was not apprehensive of the
least danger, since, if we could get only forty
yards either to the starboard or larboard side,
we should at any time have it in our power to
run the boats asheore. After having exerted
ourselves at our oars for meore than a minute,
without being able to stem the tide, I endea-
voured in vain to gain the east side; and our
pinnace, which was a-head, as vainly attempt-
ed to gain the west. We were obliged there-
fore to lay "our heads to the north, that we
might not fall broadside to the breakers. The
beginning of the surge now appeared at a very
little distance from my boat. I thought it ad-
visable, therefore, to let go the grapnel, but it
would not hold: fortunately it was not made fast
to the thwart, and so ran clear out, thus freeing
us from a weight which might have been fatal to
us. In an instant I was in the midst of the
Lieaviest waves, which almost filled the boat; yet
she did not go down, and still answered the helm,
so that I was able to keep her stern to the surge,
which gave me great hope of escaping the danger.

« While I was letting go the grapnel, the pin-
nace increased her distance from me, and did not
get into the breakers till some minutes after me.



VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 09

T had lost sight of her when the sea first broke 1786 -
into my boat: but at one of those moments when %7
I was at the top of a wave, I saw her on her
broadside sixty or eighty yards a-head, but could
perceive neither men nor oars. My scle hope

had rested on her stemming the current; for I

was too certain that she would be lost if she were
earried away by it; since, to escape, required a .
boat that would swim when full of water, and
answer her helm in that situation, to prevent her
from oversetting, qualities of which neither, un-
fortunately, was possessed by our pinnace.

¢ ] was still in the midst of the breakers, look-
ing round me on all sides; and I perceived, that
astern of the boat the waves formed a chain
extending to the south as far as I could see.—
They extended also a considerable way to the
west. But I discovered, that, if I could get 2
hundred yards to the eastward, I should bein a
much less dangerous sea. Accordingly I exerted
gvery effort to accomplish this, by pulling to the
starboard in the intervals between the seas; and
by five-and-twenty minutes after seven I was out
of danger, having to contend with nothing but a
heavy swell, and some short waves oceasioned
by the west-north-west breeze.

« After having baled the boat, I thought of
assisting my unfortunate comrades; but my.
hopes were at an cnd. ‘

« From the moment I saw our pinnace going
down among the breakers, I had pulled by inter-
vals towards the east, but was some minutes . }

H 2 :
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before I could cxtiicate myself from them. It
was impossible, that peérsons wrecked in the

_midst of such a rapid current should get out of

it's course, at the mevcy of which they must
arive the remainder of the tide, which continued
to set out of the bay till a quarter before nine:
beside, could the most experienced swimmer
resist the violence of such waves even for a few
moments ¢ Still; as I could make sedarch no
where, with any show of reason, except’in the
direction of the current, I Iaid the boat’s head to
the southward, and rowed along the edge of the
breakers, which were on my - starbo&rél hand,
changing my course ever y moment after objects
I perceived floating, which from time to time
gave me hopes, but which; on my approach,
proved to be nothing but seals or sea-weeds.

“As there was a heavy swell, when I was on
the top of a wave my horizon was pretty ex-
tensive, so that I could have perceived. an oar,
or a piece of wreck, four or ﬁwe hundred_ yards
distant. o

“ My eyes were soon ’mrned towards the east-
ern point of the entrance, on which I perceived
some men making signals by waving their cloaks,
These, I afterwards found, were savages: but at
the time I suppobed them to be the crew of the
Astrolabe’s pinnace, waiting for the slack water

to come to our assistance. I was far from" thmk—

ing, that my unfortunate friends had fal
tims to their generous boldness. "
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“ At three guarters after eight o’clock,* the
tide being turned, there were no breakers, only
a heavy swell. I thought it incumbent on me
to continue my search in this swell, following
the direction of the ebb, which had ccased; but

10}

1735,

July,

I was as unsuccessful in this search as in the

former. = At nine o'clock, pereeiving.ﬂie flood
tide set in from the south-west; having neither
provision, sail, nor grapnel; my hoat's crew wel
and chilled; apprehensive that I should not be
able to re-enter the bay when the flood had
acquired all it’s force; finding foo, that it
already flowed strongly to the north-east, which
prevented my getting to the south, where my
search should have been continued ; I returned
to the bay, steering to the north.

<« Already the passage was nearly shut in by
the eastern point. The sea still broke on each
of the points; but it was smooth in the middle,
At length I gained the entrance, keeping near
the larboard point, on which were the Americans
who made the signals, and whom I had taken
for Frenchmen. They made signs, that they
had seen two boass overset : and, as I could not
perceive the Astrolabe’s pinnace, I was but. too
certain of the fate of M. de Marchainyille, whom
I knew too well to suppose he would reflect on
_the inutility of the danger to which he must be

" # Half after eight was the hour I had mentioned in my i
structions for approaching the passage without danger, as the
current, . at alt events; would have been setting inward-—and by
a %uarter'aftex' seven the boats were lost!

, : "3
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1736 exposed.  Still, however, as we are prone to
Y flatter ourselves, I retained some slight hope,
that I should find him on board our ships, whither
it was possible he might have gone for assistance
aceordingly my first W_ords, when I got alongside,
~were: ‘Do you know any thing of M. d&'Mar-
chainville? and the a nswer; ‘ Wo,’ connn ed me
of his logs.

« After these particulars, I conceive I ought
to expiain the motives of the conduct of M.
d’Escures. It is impossible he could ever have
thought of entering the passage. His design
was merely to approach it; and he imagined he
kept himself at a distance more than sufficient to
be out of all danger. But in this distance he
was deceived, as well as myself, and all the
eighteen persons in both the boats. It is not
for me to say how far this mistake was pardon-
able, or why it was impossible to judge of
the strength of the current, as I should be
thought to be offering my own excuse ; for 1
repeat .it, I conceive the distance more than
s,uﬁicxem, and. even thesight of the coast Wthh
:appemed flying to the nortn ‘with extleme ;
velocity, only excited my astomshment With-
out attempting to particularise all the reasons
which contributed to inspire us with so fatal a
confidence, I cannot avoid remarking, that, on
the day of our entrance into the bay, qur boats
were above two hours soundmv the passage, in

- every direction, without finding any current, It
* Istrue, that, when our ships attempted to enter
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g, théy were driven back by the ebb: but the 1786,

wind was so faint, that our boats,” at the very
same time, stemmed the tide with the utmost
ease. Lastly, on the 11th of June, when the
moon was at the full, our two captains themselves,
accompanied by several officers, had sounded
the passage, went out with the ebb, returned

July.

with the flood, and perceived nothing that could
lead them to suspect the least danger,* par-

ticularly with boats well manned. Hence it
must be inferred, that the violence of the current
must have been owing to some particular cause,
" as an extraordinary melting of snow,} or strong
gales of wind, which had not reached into the
bay, but unquestionably blew with viplence in
the offing. - '

“ M. de Marchainville was a quarter of a
league from the passage within the bay, when I
‘was draw into it. From that time Isaw nothing
of him: but all who were acquainted with him
must know how his noble and generous character
would prompt him to act. - It is probable that
when he perceived our two boats in the midst
of the breakers, unable to comprehend how we
could have been drawn into if, he must have
supposed a grapnel rope had snapped, or we had
lost our oars, and immediately rowed to the

% Ys this consistent with the strictness of the instructions given
by M. de la Pérouse to M. d’Escures? T,
4 This* could not have increased the strength of the flood, which
is said above to have set in very strong. T
‘ H 4
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57‘12 breakers fo assist ws. Seeing us struggling in

* the midst of the waves, he would have listened
only to the dictates of his natural courage, and
come 1o our succour, at the hazard of perishing
with us.  Assuredly a gloricus death: but
ww paioful to him, who, having escap sed the -
danger, can never hope to behold again his
«wmpamms, or the herces who came to save
him ]

[

-I cannot designedly have omitted any
tial fact, or misreprescnted those I have
ited : M. Mouton, who was with me, is here
to correct me, if my memory have made any -

Mnist aLe, His firmness, with that of the cock-
swain and four rowers, contributed not a little
%o save us. My orders were executed in the
mswt of the breakers with as much precision, as
iz the most ordinary circumstances. Signed,
BouriN (Charts and Plates, N° 25.)

Nothing remmued for us but to qmt with speed
a country that had proved so fatal. But we still
owed a few days to the families of our unhappy
friends: foo hasty a dep%rture would have left
doubt and anxziety in the minds of people in
Europe, who would not have considered, that
the current extends only a league without the
passages that neither the boats, nor the people
sast away in them, could have been driven far-
ther; and that the fury of the waves in that place
left no hopse of their return. If, contrary to all
prob ab%htv any eone had been able to return,
25 1t must be in the vicinity of the bay, I

o
P |
el
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resolved to wali some days: but I quitted the 1785,
anchorage of the island, and took that of the bed **¥

of sand, on the west side of the entrance. The
morving from one place to the other, though only
a league distant, occupied me five days, during
which we had a heavy gale of wind from the
cast, that would have endangered us greatly, had
we not been anchored on a good bottom of mud.
It was fortunate cur anchors did not drive, {or we
were less than a cable’s length from the shore,
The contrary winds detained us longer than I in-
tended, so that we could nof sail till the 30th of
July, eighteen days after the event which it has
given me so much pain to relate, and the remem-
brance of ¥vhich will ever render me unhappy.
Before our departure, we erected on the island
in the middle of the bay, to which I gave the
name of Isle du Cénotaphe, or Cenotaph Island, 2
monument to the memory of our unfortunate
companions ; and M. de Lamanon wrote the fol-
lowing inscription and account, which he buried
in a bottle at the foot of the monument:

< AT THE ENTRANCE OF TiIIS HARBOUR PERISII-
ED TWENTY-ONE BRAVE SEAMEN. READER,
WHOLVER THOU ART, MINGLE THY TEARS
WITH OURS.

et On the 4th of July, 1756, the frigates the Boussole and
Astrolabe, which sailed from Brest the 1st of August, 1783, ar-
rived in this port. Owing to the care of M. de la Pérouse, come
enander in chief of the expedition; of the viscount de Langles
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1786. commander of the Asfrolabe; of Messrs. de Clonard and de

July.

Monti, first leutenants of the two ships ; and of the other officers
and the surgeens, the crew had experienced none of those dis-
eases which usually attend long voyages. = M. de la Pérouse con-
gratalated himself, as we 2ll did, for having sailed from one end
of the world to the other, through dangers of every kind, having
visited people reputed barbarians, without Josing a single man,
or spilling a drop of blood. On the 15th of July, three boats
departed at five in the morning, to place the soundings on the
plan that had been drawn of the bay. They were commanded
by M. d’Escures, lieutenant of a man of war and knight of St.
Tewis. M. de la Pérouse had given him -written instructions,
expressly prohibiting him from approaching the current; but at
the moment when he thought himself at a distance from . it, he
was drawn into it Messrs. de la Borde, two brothers, and M.
de Flassan, whe were in the boat of'thg second frigate, hesitated
1ot {o expose their owi lives, fo assist theif comrades. But, alas!’
they ‘only shared ‘their fate.  The third boat was under the com-

" qaand of ‘M. Boutin, lieutenant of a man of war.” This officer,

hravely shruggling against the breakers, made vain but useless at-
tempts to assist his friends for some hours, and would ‘hive ‘pe-

-rished likewise, but for the superior constraction of his boat, his
“enlightened prudence, that of M. Laprise Mouten, lieutenant of

a frigate, his second, andl the activity and prompt obedience of

his crew, consisting of John Marie, cockswain,  Lhostis, le Bas,

Corentin Jers, and Monens, all four seamen. The Indians ap-
peared to participate in our grief, which is extreme. Affegted
but not-discouraged, by our misfortune; we departed the 30th

of. July, to continue our voyage.
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* Names o'f the officers, seamen, and marines, who 3'5“
were drowned on the 13th of July, e quarter after
seven in the morning.

‘The BOUSSOLE. The ASTROLABE."

OFFICERS. OFFICERS.
‘ Messrs. - Messrs.
AEscures, o de la Borde Mar-
de Pierrevert, chainvilie, .
de Montarnal. de la Borde Bou. brothers.
. tervil}iers,
Flassan.
Crew. CrEW.
Lemaitre, first pilot. Soulas, corporal and
Lieutot, corperel and] & cockswain, 4
cockswain, 3 g Philiby, §
' Prieur, 2= uliens le Penn. g
Fraichot, : e *‘: £ Peter Rabier,
Berrin, R . captaius of
Bolet, =5 Thomas Andrieux, the  top,
- Fleury, © | € & Goulvin Tarreau, and in the
Chaub, © . J=  Willilam Duquesne. § flower of
e — . theirage.”

Our stay at the entrance of the bay procured
us much information respecting the manners and
customs of the savages, which it would have been
impossible for us to have acquired at the other
anchorage. Our vessels were moored near their
villages, we visited them several times a day, and
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-ery day we had reason to complain of them,

M} thm; oh our conduct towards them continued uni-
formly the same, and we never ceased to give
them proofs of gemleﬂess and good-will.

On the 22nd of July they . bronﬂ*ht us part of
the wreck of our boats, which had been driven
~n the castern shore, very near the bay, and
informed us by signs, that they had interred the
hody of one of our unfortunate companions on
the ls‘tzu.xld: where it had been thrown up by the
waves. In consequence of this information,
Afessrs. de Clonard, de Monneron and de Monti,
immediately set off, and directed their course
towacds the east, accompanied by the savages
‘who had brought us the pieces of wreck, and

whom we had loaded with presents.

Our officers walked seven or eight mﬂes over
the stones; in a miserable road, while every half
hour the guides demanded a fresh payment, or
refused to pmceed, and at length they stole info
the wood, and made their escape.. The officers
discovered too late, that their report was a mere
thek, framed to obtain presents. In this walk
they saw vast forests of firs, of such noble dimen-.
sions, that some which they measured were five
feet in diameter, and appeared to be upwmrds of
a hundred and forty feet high. = = -

We were not surprised at the account they
gave us of the stratagem of the savages, who in
Enavery and theft were uupamhded Messrs.
de Langle and d¢ Lamanon, with sewcval other
efficers and naturalists, had made an excursion




VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

109

two days before to the westward, for a similar 178,
melaneholy purpose, and with no better success; i

but they discovered an Indian village on the
banks of a small river, which was staked quite
across for the salmon fishery. We had long
suspected that this fish came-from that part of
the coast, but we were not certain of it, till this
adventure satisfied our curiosity. 7. Duché de
Vancy made a drawing, which will explain the
particulars of this fishery.* In this it will be
seen, that the salmon, coming up ‘the river, %ﬁ*e
stopped by the stakes: unable to leap over
them, they turn back towards the sea; in the
angles of the dike are placed very narrow wicker
- baskets, closed at one end, into which they
enter; and being unable to turn in them, they
are thus caught. This fishery is so abundant,
that the crews of both vessels had plenty of
salmon during our stay, and each shlp salted
two casks. !

Qur travellers saw likewise a mor’u,f from
which they ‘learned, that these Indians were
accustomed to burn the bodies of the deceaséd,
and preserve the head. They found one wrapped
in several skins. This monument consists of
four tolerably strong posts, supporting a little
chamber of planks, in which are reposited the
ashes of the dead, enclosed in chests. They
opened the chest, unfolded the skins in which

* T his dr rawing is not come to hand.  (French Editor.}
+,I have retained the name morad; because it is moré suitable
ihan tomb to convey the idea of an expo:ure to the: open airs
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1785. the head was wrapped, and, having satisfied their
Joly: curiosity, .replaced every thing with scrupulous

exactness, adding presents of iron instruments
and beads. The savages, who witnessed this
visit, showed a little uneasiness; but they did
not fail to take away the presents left by -eur
travellers without delay. Some others of- us,
going to the place the next day out of curiosity,
found only the ashes and the head. They plac-
ed there some fresh presents, which experienced
the same fate as those of the preceding day.—
I am convinced the Indians would have..been
pleased, had we. repeated our visits severa %
a day. But if they allowed wus, though with -
a little repugnance, to visit their tombs,. it was .
not the same with their huts, which they weuld
not permit us to approach, till they had seat
away their wives, who are the most disgusting.
beings in the universe. : .
Every day we saw fresh canoes enter the ba‘y?
and every day whole villages. departed, and gaye
place to others. These Indians seemed to have.
considerable dread of the passage, and never ven-
tured to approach it, unless at the slack water of
flood or ebb. By the help of our glasses we: ‘
distinctly perceived, that, when they were be- .
tween the two points, the chief, or at least the
principal Indian, arose, stretched out his 'arms’f
towards the sun, to which he appeared to a: :
a prayer, while the rest paddled away with all
their strength. In the course of our mqulrles
respecting this custom, we learned, that sevén




VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

111

very large canoces had lately been lost in this 1786.

passage, while an eighth escaped.. = This the
Indians who were saved consecrated to their
god, or to the memory of their comrades. We
saw it by the side of a morai, which no doubt
contained the ashes of some who. were ship-
wrecked.

" This canoce did not resemble those of the coun-

try, which are formed only of the trunk of a
tree, hollowed out, and ‘heightened on each side
by a plank, sewed to the bottom of the canoe.

This had timbers and wales like our boaﬁs; and

the frame, which was well made, had a covering
of seal-skins, which served instead of planks,
sewed together with such nicety, that the best
workmen in Europe would find it difficult to
imitate. This covering, which we measured
with great care, was reposited in the morai,
by the side of the coffers of ashes; and the frame
of the canoe remained naked near it, raised upon
stocks. ' (

I could have wished to have brought this
covering to Europe, which might easily have
been done, as no Indian could have opposed it,
this part of the bay being uninhabited. Beside,
I am well persuaded, that the persons ship-
wrecked were strangers : my conjectures on
which head I shall give in the following chapter.
But a religious respect for the asylums of the
dead is universal, and I was willing that this
'should remain inviolate,

July.
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17s6. At length, on the 30th of July, at four in the

Jul¥e afeernoon, we got under way with a very faint
breeze from the west, which held us till we were
three leagues from the land. The horizen was
so clear, that we perceived and set Mount St.
Elias, bearing true north-west, distant at least
forty leagues. At eight in the esfening the
entrance of the bay bore north, three leagues
distant, and by the lead we were in ninety
fathoms water, muddy bottom.
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CHAPTER I

Description of Port des Frangais—It's Latitude and

- Longitude—ddvantages amZ Disadvantages of

this Hm bour—ILs Veoemble and Miner al Z’m»

‘ dncteom-Bzrd’s, Fishes, S?zefls, and Ouadrupecfe —

- Masnners and Cistoms of the I n'izam—-—Tkezr Arts,

Weapons, Dress, and Iy nelination to Theft—Strong

Reasons to presume, that the Russians alone have

an indirect Commainication wzz‘b these People—

Their Misic; szcmg, and Paisston Aor Gaming—
Dissertation on their Langtiage.”

THE bay, or rather harbour, to which I have
given the name of Port des Francals, is situate,
according to our observations and those of M.
Dagelet, in 58° 37 north latitude, and 139° 5¢°
west longitude. The variation of the compass is
98° east and the dip 74°. The plan of the har-
bour will exhibit it’s extent and ﬁwme, better
than any description. At new and full moon
the tide rises seven feet and half, and itis high-
water at one o'clock. The winds in the offing,
or perhaps other causes, act so powerfully on the
current of the passage, that I have seen the flood
tide set in like the most rapid river, while, under
different circumstances, though at the very same

VOL., IL : ‘ I

¢

1784,
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}”80 age of the moon, it might be stemmed by & boat.

uly.

In my different excursions [ have found, that the
tide sometimes rises {iteen feet above the level
of the sea, This is probably inthewinter. When
the wind blows strong any way from the south,
the entrance of the harbour must be 1mpassable ;
and at all times it must be difficult from the cur-
rents. To get out of it, likewise, requires a
combination of circumstances, the want of which
may detain a vessel some weeks. A ship can

‘sail only at the moment of high water: the breeze

from the west or north-west frequently does not
begin to blow till near eleven o’clock, so that you
cannot avail yourself of the morning tide: the
easterly Wmds, which are contrary, appear to me
more frequent than the westerly: and the height
of the adjacent mountains never allows the north
or land wind to be felt in the road. As this harbour
affords great advantages, I have thought it in-
cumbent on me to expose it’s inconveniences
also. It appears to me ill-calculated for vessels.
fitted out on a trad‘mg yoyage for furs. These
should anchor in many bays, and make but a
short stay; because the Indians will have dis-
poscd of their whole stock in a week, and every
loss of time is very detrimental to the interests of
the owners. But a nation intending to establish
a factory onthis coast, like that of the English at
Hudson’s Bay, could not choose a more suitable
place. A singlé battery of four heavy guns,
erected on the point of the continent, would be
sufficient to defend such a narrow entrance,
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rendered so difficult by the currents; and this 17s6.
battery could neither be turned nor taken by oY

land, because the sea breaks leently on the
coast, so that a landing on it is impracticable.
The fort, magazines, and all the buildings for
commercial purposes, should be erected on Ceno-
taph Island, which is nearly a league in circom-
ference, capable of belng cultivated, and affords
both wood and water. The vessels not having to
seek for a cargo, which they would be certain of
finding collected on asingle spot, would be expos-
ed 40 no danger. A few buoys, to point out the
interior navigation of the bay, would render it
extremely safe and easy. Pilots would be
formed, who, knowing better than we the

direction and velocity of the current, at certain

times of the tide, would facilitafe the going in
and out of vessels. - And lastly, our trade in otter-

skins was so considerable, that I do not think a -

greater quantity can be collected in any part of

America. ,
The climate on this coast appears to me infi-
_ nitely more mild than' that of Hudson’s Bay in

the same latitude. Wemeasured pines that were

six feet in diameter, and a hundred and forty
feet high; while those of the same specles at
Prince of \V’Lles s Fort and Fort York aleacame}}
big enough for studding-sail booms.

Vegetatlon here, durmg three or four months
of the year, is very vigorous. I should be little
surprised to see Russnn wheat, and a great

number of common plants succeed. We found -

12
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1786. abundance of celery, round-leaved sorrel, lupines,
July- wild pease, yarrow, succory, and bastard fox-
glove (mimulus). Every day, and every meal,
the ship’s copper was filled with these herbs.
We ate.of them in soups, ragouts, and sallads
and they contributed not a little to the preserva-
tion of our health. Among these pot-herbs we
saw almost all that are common in the meadows
and mountains of France: angelica, marigolds
{bouton d'or ), violets, and several species of grass
proper for fodder. All these herbs might have
been boiled and eaten without danger, had they
not been mingled with a very rank cicuta, on
which we had made no experiments. o
The woods are full of raspberries, strawberries,
and gooseberrics. There are found in thém also
‘the elder tree, dwarf willow, different species of
heath that grow in the shade, the Carolina
poplar-tree, the tacamahaca (peuplier-liard), the
willow (saule-mer saut), the horn-beam, and
those lofty pines, which would be fit {or masts
for our largest ships. No vegetable production
of this country is unknown in Europe. M. dela
Martiniére met with only three plants which he
thought new; and a bommst might do as juch
as this in the vicinity of Paris.
The rivers aboundcd with trout and salmon ;
but in the bay we caught nothing but halibut
(fletans* ), some of them weighing upward of a

* Or faitens, a {lat fish, longer and less square than the turbot,
the skin of which is covered with small scales on the upper part.
"Tiiose thatare canghitin Enrope are muchi smaller, (French Editor.
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hundred pounds, small ling (vieilles® ), one single
thornback (caplanst), and a few plaice. As we
preferred to any of these salmon and trout, of
-which the Indians sold us more than we could
consume, we employed ourselves very little in
fishing, and that only with the hoek and line.
Indeed our occupations never allowed us to shoot
the seine, which would have required five and
twenty or thirty men to haul it ashore. Mus-
cles lie in heaps on the part of the shore which
is dry at low water, and the rocks are studded
with small and tolerably curious limpets. Dif-
ferent sorts of whelks and other sea-snails also
are found in the hollows of the rocks. I saw on
the sand of the shore pretty large kima cockles,
and M. de Lamanon brought froin a place more
than two hundred toises above the level of the
sea, petrifactions of the shell known to concholo-
gists by the name of royal clouk, and more com-
monly St James's shell, of the largest size, and in
very good preservation. - This fact is nothing
new to the naturalist, who may have found them
~at far greater heights: but I am persuaded it
will long be difficult to account for it in a satis-
factory manner. We did not find a single shell

of this kind thrown upon the shore, which is indis-

putably nature’s cabinet.
. % A fish resembling the cod in taste and "appearance, b\{t
usually larger, and as easy to be taken on account of it’s greedl—
ness.  {Freuch Editor.) ;
4 This fish”resembles the whiting, though a little larger. It
Is tender, wellflavoured, and easy of digestion, It abounds on
' 13
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Our sportsmen saw bears, martens, and squir-
rels, in the woods; and the Indians sold us skins
of black and brown bears, the Canadian lynx,
ermine, marten, squirrel, gray squirrel, beaver,
Canadian marmot, or monax, and red fox. M.
de Lamancn also caught a water-rat alive. We
saw €lk skins tanned, and a horn of a wild goat:
but the most valuable and common furs are those
of the sea otter, sea bear, and wolf.. We found
birds in suflicient number, but no great variety.
The coppices were full of sparrows, nightingales,
blackbirds, and yellowhammers. It was their
season of love, and to me their song was very
delightful. We saw the white-headed eagle and
the raven sailing through the air: we surprised
and killed a kingfisher; and we observed a very
beautiful blue jay, with some humming-birds.
The swallow and black oyster-catcher make their
nests in the hollows of the rocks on the sea-shore.
The gull, the redfooted guillemot, and the cor-
morant, with some ducks and divers of the large
and small species, were the only water-fowl we
perceived. '

But if this couatry resemble many others in
it's animal and vegetable productions, it's aspect
is very different, and I doubt whether the pro-
found valleys of the Alps and Pyrenees exhibit
a picture equally terrific, and at the same time
0 picturesque, as to be well worth visiting by

ihe coast of Provence, where it is known by the name of capelan,
o poor priest,  (French Editor.) .
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the curious, were it not at one of the extremities 1786.

of the world. ,
The primitive mountains of granite or schistus,
covered with eternal snow, on which neither
tree, nor plant, is to be seen, have their base in
the water, and form a kind of quay on the shore.

July.

Their acclivity is so steep, that even the wild

goats cannot ascend higher than five or six
hundred yards; and all the gullies that separate
them are vast glaciers, the summits of which can-
not be seen, while their bases are washed by the
sea. At a cable’s length from the shore we
could find no bottom with a line of a hundred
and sixty fathoms.

The sides of the halbour are formed by secon-
dary mountains, not more than eight or nine
hundred toises in height. These are covered
with pines, carpeted with verdure, and merely
capped with snow. To me they appeared to be
composed entirely of schistus, in a state of 1n-
- cipient decomposition. They are not inacces-

sible, though very difficult to ascead. Messrs,
de Lamanon, de la Martiniére, Collignon, abbé
Monges, and father Receveur, those ardent and
indefatigable naturalists, could not reach their
summits, though they ascended a considerable
height with unspeakable fatigue.  Not a stone,

nor a pebble, escaped their search. Too skilful

naturalists not to be aware, that specimens of

“every fossil that constitutes the bulk of 2 moun-

tain are to be found in the adjacent valleys,

ﬂley collected ochre, cupreous pyrites, friable
14
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but very large and perfectly crystallised garnets,
crystals of scheerl, granite, schisti, hornstone,
very pure qm‘z;r, mica, plumbago, and fossil
coral. Some of these indicate, that the moun-
tains enclose ores of iron and copper, but we
perceived no trace of any other metal.

For a country so frightful, nature provides
inhabitants differing as widely from civilised
nations, as the land I have deseribed from our
cultivated plains. Rude and barbarous, as their
seil is wild and rugged, they inhabit the coaniry
only to extirpate every thing that lives and moves
upon it. - At war with every animal, they despise
the vegetables that spring up around them. I
have seen women and children eat a few rasp-
berries and strawberries: but these are no doubt
insipid to the palates ‘of men, who are prccxsely
on the earth what the vulture is in the air, or the
wolf and the tiger in the forest.®

Their arts are r'm;smerablv adx anced, and their

‘civilisation in this respect has made great pro-

gress; but i in everv thnlcr that po}}bhes and sof-

* Anold proverb puts‘ creduhty on it’s O‘uald against the nar-
retives of travellers. - This prejudice mwht wcaken the con-
fidence of certain readers, who do not 1e‘1ect on the revard a
navigator would pay to his fgme, and that his least de\ fation
from truth might draw formal impeachments of his veracity from
the numerous witnesses by whom he was accompanied. If,
however, the reader cannot suppress that senttiment which reflec-
tion excludes, T onl y request him, in order to satisfy himself, to
consuit: what Dixon “has said .on the north-western coast of
America; bearing in mind, that the English navigator made this
x‘ovage the year after la Pérouse, and could know nothmg of hzs
journal « {Freach Editor, )
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tens the ferocity of manners, they are yet in 1736,

their infancy. The manner in which the} live,
exciuding every kind of subordination, renders
them continually agitated by vengeance or fear.
Choloric and prompt to take offence, I have seen
them continnally with the pomnard unsheathed
against each other. Exposed to perish with
hunger in the winter, when the chase cannot be
very productive, they live in the summer in the
greatest abundance as they can catch more fish
in an hour than is sufficient for their family.
The rest of the chy they remain idle, spending it
in gaming, of which they. are as p’z»mmtdy
fond as some of the inhabitants of our large
cities. This is the graud source of their quar-
rels: and I do not hesitate to pronounce, that
this tribe would be completely exterminated, if
the use of any intoxicating liquor were added to
these destructive vices.

Philosophers may exclaim against this picture
if they please. They may write books by their

firesides, while 1 have been voyaging for thirty

years. - I have been witness to the knavery and
injustice of these people, whom- they depict as
good, because they are so little removed from a
state of nature; but this nature is sublime only
in the Oreaﬁ" in the minutize of things it is negli-
gent. It is impossible to penetrate woods not
thinned by the hand of civilised man ; to traverse
plains filled with stones'and rocks, and deluged
~ with impassable morasses 5 and to associate with.

July.
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the man of nature, because he is savage, deceit-
ful, and malicious. Confirmed in this opinion
by melancholy experience, I have not thought
it my duty, however, to employ- the force with
which T was entrusted, to repel the injustice of
these savages, and teach them, that there is a
faw of nations, which is never to be violated with
impunity.

Some of the Indians were continually about’
our ships in their canoes, and spent three or four
hours before they began to barter a little fish, or
two or three otter skins, taking every opportunity
to rob us, catching at every bit of iron that could
easily be carried off, and examining particularly
m what way they could deceive our vigilance
during the night. I made the principal persons

‘come on board my vessel, and loaded them with

presents; yet these very men, whom I so parti-
cularly distinguished, never disdained to steal
a nail or an old pair of breeches. Whenever
they assumed a smiling and cheerful air, I was
sure they had stolen something, though I very
often pretended not to see it. :

I'had particularly recommended caressing the
children, and gratifying them with little pre-
sents.” The parents were insensible to this mark
of kindness; which.I thought must be felt in
every country: the only reflection it excited in
their minds was, that, by asking to accompany
their children, they would have an opportunity
of robbing us; and for my own information I
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several times procured myéelf the pleasure of 1736.
seeing the father avail himself of ‘the moment July.

when our attention appeared most engaged by
his child, to hide under his garment of skin
whatever was within his reach.
I sometimes assumed an appearance of wishing
- for trifles of ™istle value belonging to Indians
whom I had just loaded with presents; but I
~ always made this trial of their generosity in

idmit if you please, that it is impossible
. for a society to exist without some virtues ; but I
am forced to confess, that here I could not per-

ceive any. Always quarrelling among them- |

selves, indifferent to their children, absolute
tyrants to their wives, who are incessantly con-
demned to the most laborious occupations, I
observed nothing among these people to mellow
the tints of the picture. o :
We never landed except in force, and armed.
They greatly dreaded our muskets, and eight
or ten Europeans together were sufficieut to awe

a whole village. Our two surgeons being so im-

prudent as to go a shooting.alone, were attacked.
The Indians endeavoured to snatch their fowling-
pieces from them, but could not succeed: two
men. being sufficiently formidable to them, to
make them retire. The same. thing happened to
M. de Lesseps, the young Russian interpreter;
but fortunately the crew of one of our boats
came to his assistance. These acts of hostility
appeared to them so natural, that they did not
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156, desist from coming on board, and never suspected

July.

the possibility of our making reprisals.*

I have given the appellation of village to three
or four sheds of wood, twenty-five feet long, by
fifteen op twenty wide, and closed with R lanks or
bark of trecs onl y on the side exposed to the wind.
In the middle was a fire, over whx;ﬁ’? hung salmon
and halibpt drying in the smoke. Eighteen or
twenty persons lodeed under cach of these sheds,
the women and ¢l uldrcn on one sifde, and themen

on the other. It appeared to me, that each hut

contained g small tribe unconnected with it’s

neighbours; for each had it’s canoe, and asort of
chief; each depatted, left the bay, and took: away
it’s fish and it’s planke, without the rest of the
village appearing to take the least egncern in
the business.

I think I may venture to affirm, that this placc
is inhabited only in the summer, and that the
Indians never pass the winter here. I did not
see a single hut, that afforded shelter from the
rain ; and though there were never th hundred
indzans collected in the bay at one time, we
weré visited by seven or eight hundred others,

. Canoes were coming in and going out conti-
nually, and each brought or carried away it's
house, and it’s furniture, Which consisted in ‘se-

* In the lines of this picture the reader will tmce the pamf'ul
impression of the recent loss, which was related i in'the; precedmg
chapter. As all accounts agree, however, respecting the princi-
pal facts, from which even unthmpopha y must aot e expunged,
I thought it right not to soften any thing, as the ‘whole bears the
stamp of a sensibility honourable to it’s author. (French Editor.)
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veral little coffers-containing their most valuable 1786,
effects. These coffers are placed at the entrance 4%
of their huts, which are so filthy and stinking,

that the den of no known animal can be compared

to them. Tht,y never go two steps distant to

obey the calls of nature, of which they make no

mystery, and for which they seek no shade; con-
tinuing the conversation in which they were
erigage d, as if they had not a moment to lose

and if it happen at meal-time, they quickly re-

sume their place, from which they do not retire

even a couple of yards.* The wooden vessels, in
which they cook their fish, are never, washed.

They serve for kettles, dishes, and plates: and
as they cannot be set over the fire, they make

the water boil in them with red- hot pebbles,
which they renew till their food is sufficiently

dressed. They are also acquainted with the art

of roasting, which they perform in the same

* «The inside of these dwellings exhibils a complete picture
of dirt and flih, indelence and laziness; In one corner are
thrown the bones, and remaining fragments of victuals left at
their meals, in another are heaps of fish, pieces of stinking flesh;,
grease, oil, &e.” - Dixon’s Voyage, p. 173

Cook describes the filthiness of the insides of the houses of the
inhabitants of MNootka Sound in the following words: "< The
nastiness and slench of their houses are, however, at least cqual to
the-confusion.  For, as ihey dry their fish within' doars, they also
gut them there, which, with their bones and fragments-thiown-
down at meals, and the addition of other sorts of filth, lie every
where in heaps, and are, 1 belteve, never carried away, tll it he-
comes troublesome; from their size, to walk over them: in 2
word, their houses are as filthy a3 hog-sties ; every thing in and:
about them stinking of fish, tralun-oil, and smoke” Cook’s third
Voyage, Vol. 11, Page 316, (French Editor.)
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‘1786, manner as our soldiers in camp It is probable,.

July: ¢hat we saw but a very small part of these peo-
ple, who in all likelihood occupy a considerable
space along the sea-shpre; visiting in summer
the different bays in search of food like the seals,
and in winter retiring farther within the land,
to hunt beavers and other animals of which they
brought us the spoils. Though they go barefoot,
the soles of their feet are not callous, and they
cannot walk over stones; which proves, that
they travel only in canoes, or on the snow with
snow-shoes.

Dogs are the only animals with whx(,h they
have formed any alliance. Of these each hut
has commonly three or four. They are small;
resemble the shepherd’s dog of Buffon; scarcely
ever bark, but make a whistling noise much like
that of the jackal of the Carnatic;* and are so
savage, that they seem to be to other dogs what
their masters are to civilised people.

The men of this country bore holes through
the cartilages of the nose and ears, and append
to them different little ornaments. They make
scars on the arms and breast with a very keen
iron instrument, which they sharpen by rub-
bing it on their teeth as on a whetstoue. Their

: teeth are filed down to the gums, by means of a
rounded piece of sandstone in the shape of a

* A wild, carnivorous, and dangefous  animal, common n
Asia, related to the wolf and the dog. It barks by night like
the dog, but not so loud. It% skin is yell owxsh and makes 2
handsome far. {French Editor.}
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tongue. Ochre, lamp-black, and plumbago,
mixed with seal oil, are employed by them to
paint the face and the rest of the body, which is
a frightful appearance. On occasions of high
ceremony, they wear their hair long, braided, and
powdered with the down of sea-fowl. Thisis the
height of their luxury, and perhaps engrossed
- by the heads of families. A simple skin is
thrown over their shoulders, and the rest of the
body is left naked, except the head, which they
commonly cover with a little straw hat, curiously
woven : though sometimes they wear on their
heads caps with two horns, eagle’s feathers, and
entire heads of bears fitted on a skull-cap of
wood. - These kinds of head-dresses are greatly
diversified, but their principal object, like. that

127
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of most of their customs, is to render them ;

frightful, perhaps to awe their enemies.

Some of the Indians had complete shirts of-

otter-skins: and the common dress of the grand
chief was a shirt of tanned elk-skin, bordered
with a fringe of deer’s hoofs and beaks of birds,
the jingling of which when he danced was not
anlike that of sheep’s bells. This dress is well
known to the savages of 'Cana'da, and to other
nations which 1nhab1t the eastern parts of
America.®

* ¢« The chief (who always conducis the vocal concert) puts
on = large coat, made of the elk skin, tanned, round the lower
part of which is one, or sometimes two rows of dried berries, or
the beaks of birds, which make a ratthng noise whenever ne
moves.”  Dixon’s Voyage, p. 242 (French Editor.)
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T saw no appearance of tatooing, except ort
the arms of some of the women. These, however,
have a custom, which renders them hidesus, md&
which I could hardly im"'m helieved, had I not
seen 1t Al without exception have ‘the lower
Tip slit ¢lose to the gum the whole width of the
motth, and wear init a kind of wooden bd%ﬁ:‘*
without handlés, which rests against the gum,
and which the slit lip serves as acollar to uonﬁﬁe
so that the lower part of the miouth projects two
or three inches.™ 'E‘he drawing made by M.

# Thiscustont appéars to be geneéral amohg the tribes that in-
habit the nortl-western coast of America, from the latitude of
50° to 61°, It even extends to the savages of the Fox and
Alentian Islands.  See what Coxe says in his Acceunt of Rus-
stan Discoveries. : »

At Port Mulgrave in latitude '59° 38 nofth, and longitude
142° 20 west of Paris, ‘

 An aperture is made in the thick part of the underlip, and
increased by degreess in-z line parallel with the mouth, and equal-
Iy long: i ths apertare, a piece of wood is constantlv wore, of
an elliptical form, about half an inch thick ; the superﬁmes not
ﬂat, but hollowed out on each side like a. spoon, thongh not quite
so deep ; the edges are likewise holl in the ffm .of a pully,
in order to fix this précious ofnament more ﬁrm;y i the lip,
which by this means is ﬁeauenﬂy extended at Ieast three inches
imrlzcataily, and comequem y distorts every feature in the lower
part of the face. This curious piece of wood is wore only by
thé wmnen, and seems to be considered as a mark of distinction,
it hot being 'wote by all mdbcmmnatdy, but only those who ap-
neared in a superior slation fo the rest.” Dixon’s Voyage, p.
172

At Norfolk Sound, in 1at1tude 57° 8" north, ‘onguude 187¢ 5'
west of Paris.

“ The women, too; ornament or rather dhtori their 1xps in th&
same manner ‘as I have already desciibed; and it should seem;

i
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I saw fio appe%rance of tatooing, e}:cepb On
the arms of some of th& women. These, however,
have a custonh, which renders them hideous; and
which I could hardly have believed, had I not
seen it. All without exception have the lower
Tip slit close to the gum the whole width of the
mouth, and wear in it a Lmd of wooden bowl
without han&lwé%, ‘which rests against the gum,
and which the siitlip serves as acoﬂar to c,onime,
so that the lower part of the mouth projects two
or three inches.* The drawing made by I‘wi.‘

% This-costom ap?}@‘to B géﬂ’erai dm(mg the tribes: t}fat it~
habit the north-western. coast of America, from: the latitude of

‘50" t6 61°, It even extends to the savages of the Fox and

Aleutizn Islcmds. ~See what Coxe says in his Account of Rus-
stan Discoveries, ; e
At Port Mulgrave in latitude '59° 357" 116fth,'dnd'"f6ff§’1tude
142° 20/ west of Paris,
« An apertare is made in the thick part of the under—hp, and

"increased by degreess in-4 line parallel with the mouth, and equal-

Iy long: in this aperture, a piece of wood is constantly wore, of
an elliptical form, about half an inch thick ; the superficies not
flat, but hollowed out on each side like a spoon, though not quite
so deep; the edges are thewme hollowed in the fofm of a pully,
in order to fix this précxous ofuimert more ﬁrnhy i the lip,
which by this Mmeans is frequently extended at least three inches
horizontally, and comequemly distorts every feature in the lower
patt of the face. This curious picce of wood is wore only by
the w’(?men, and seems to bé considered as a mark of distinction,
it hot bemg wore by all indiscriminately, but only those who ap-

peared in a superior station to the rest.” Dixon’s Voyage, p.
17

At Norfolk Sound, in latxtude 57° .8 north; Ioncrxtude 1870 57
west of Paris. .

« The women, too; ornament or rather distort their lips in the
same manner “as-1 Have already described; and it should seem,
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Duché de Vancy, which is extremely accurate, 1786,

will render more plain than any description this
custom, the most disgusting perhaps that exists
upon the face of thre carth (Charts and Plales, N°
95 and 24.) The young girls wear only a needle
in the lower lip: the married women alone have

that the female who is ornamented with the Targest piece of wood,
is generally most respected by her friends, and by the community
in geperal.” Ih. p. 186, :

Speaking of the island of Hippah, one of the Queen Charlotte’s

islands, in latitade 53° 48 north, longitude 135° 20" west of

Paris, the same gontleman says: ,

« There were likewise a few women amongst them, who all
seemed pretty well advanced in yearss their under lips were dis-
torted in the same manner as those of the women al Port Mul-
grave and Norfolk Sound, and the pieces of wood were particu-
larly lurge.  One of these lip-pieces appearing to be pecoliarly
ornamented, captain Dison wished to purchase it, and offered the
old woman to whom it belonged a batchet; but this she refused
" with contempt; toys, basins, and several other articles were af-
terwards shown to her, and as constantly rejected. Qur caplain
began now to despair of making his wished-tor purchase, and had
uearly given it up, when une of our people happening to show the
old lady @ few buttons, which looked remarkably bright, she ea-
gerly cmbraced the offer, and was now altogether as ready to

part with her wooden ornament as helure she wos desivous of

keeping it. This curious lip-pivce mensured three and sevens
cightli inches long, and two and five-eighth inches in the widest
part: it was infaid with a small pearly shell, round which was a
ritn of coppur.”  fb p. 208,

We may also compare what Cook says of the cnstoms of the
savages of Oonalashikas of Trotben’s Sound, in fatitude 64° 317
north, and longitade 1600 77 west of Paris; and of Prince Wil-
Liam’s Sound, in Iatitude 619 11 507 north, longitade 1489 52
west of Pans 3 in I thind Voyage, Vel WL (French Editor.)

VOL. 1L K

July.
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1786. a right to the bowl* We sometimes prevailed

July.

on them to lay aside this ornament; but it was
with dificelty; and they made the same ges-
tures, and testified the same embarrassment, as
an European woman on discovering her bosom.
The lower lip dropped on the.chin, when the
piece of wood was removed, and this second
exhibition was scarcely more agreeable than the
first.

These women, the most disgusting in the
world, covered with stinking hides, often not
even tanned, were still capable of exciting desire

* As marriage among savages can be subject to mo formalities
but those prescribed by nature, I think, with Dixon, that the
bowl is rather = sign of puberty, or motherhood, then a mark of
dignity, or of the woman being the exclusive property of one
man. This may be the ‘principie, on which the respect paid to

. those who are decorated with it Is founded; for I do not suppose,

that the being deprived of this honour can be any punishment in
a country so little civilised, particularly as it would be very easy
to know those again who had enjoyed it

. "« This curious operation of cuiting the under lip of the females
snever -takes place during their infancy, but, from every obser-
vation I was able to make, seems confined to a peculiar period of
life.  When the girls arrive to the age of fourteen or fifteen, the
centre of the under lip, in the thick part near the mouth, is simply
perforated, and a piece of copper wire introdnced to prevent the
aperture from closing ; the aperture afterwards is lengthened,
from time to time, In a line parallel with the mouth, and the
wooden ornaments are enlarged in proportion, till they are fre-
guently increased to three, or even four inches ii length, and
nearly as wide, but this generally happens, when the matron is
advanced in years, and consequently the muscles are relaxed ; so
that possibly old-age may obtain greater respect than this very sia-
gularomament.” Dixon’s Voyage, p. 187, (French Editor.)
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in the breasts of some of the persons, not of the 1786.
most delicate taste. At first they raised difficul- Julys
ties, and declared, by signs, that they should
hazard the loss of their hves but when they
were overcome by presents, they wished the sun
to be witness of their actions, and refused to
retire into the woods.* No doubt the sun is

* In general the particulars of Dixon’s narrative agrees so well
with the account of la Pérouse; that I can scarcely conceive the
reason of their difference in appreciating the charms of the female
sex. Did chance present to Dixon an object single in her kind ?
Or was the difference owing merely to the known warmth of
imagination of a seaman, particularly aftes a long voyage? Be
this as it may, the following are his words:

«They are particularly fond of painting their faces with a va~
riety of colours, so that it is no easy matter to discover their real -
ccmplemon however, we prevailed on one. woman, by persua-
sion, and a trifling present, to wash her face and hands, and the
alteration it made in her appearance absolutely surprised us; her
countenance had all the cheerful glow of an English milkemaid ;
and the heal lthy red which flushed her cheek, was even sezutifully
contrasted - with the whiteness of her neek ; her eyes were black
and sparkling ; her eye-brows the same colour, and most beauti
fully arched; her forehead so remarkably clear, that the translu=
cent veins were seen meandering even in their minutest branches:
in short, she was what would be reckoned handsome even in
England : but this symmetry of features is entirely destroyed by a

_ custom extremely singular, &e.” Dixon’s Voyage, p. 171.

In support of what Dixon says, however, I ought to quote the
Spanish account of a voyage in 1777, written by Don Maurelle,
second captain of the frigate la Favorita. This navigator, baving
spoken of the custom of wearing the ridiculous ornament in a hole
in the middle of the under lip, adds: <« were they better dressed,
many might dispute the prize of beauty with the handsomest of
our women in Spain.” (French Editor) =~ v

K 2 “
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the god of these people ; they frequently address
prayers to him ; but I saw neither temple, nor
priest, nor trace of regular worship.

The stature of these Indians is much the
same as ours. Their features vary considerably,
and exhibit no peculiar characteristic marks
except in the expression of their eyes, to which
gentleness is an utter stranger. The colour of
their skin is very brown, becaunse it is incessantly
exposeid to the air: but their clildren are born
as falr as ours. They have, it is true, less beard
than Earopeans, but suflicient to render it impos-
sible to be ¢uestioned; and to suppose all the
Americans beardless is an error, that has been
too lightly adopted. I have seen the natives of
New Lugiand, Canada, NovaScotia, and Hudson’s
Pay, and 1 have found among thom all several
incividaals with beards, which induced me to
Belisve, that the rest are accustomed to eradicate
the nair.®  The frame of their body is slight.

* 4 The young men have no beards, and 1 was at first inclin-
ed fo think that this atose from a natural want of hair on that
part, but I was soon undeceived in this particular; for all the
med we saw, who were advanced I years, had beards ull over
the chin, and some of them whiskers on each side, the upper

« Ag this supposed defect amongst the natives of America has
occasioned wmch speculative inquiry amongst the learmcd and
ingenious, I tock every opportunity of learning how it was occas
sioned, and was given to understand, that the young men gof
rid of their beards by placking them out, but as they advance
in years, the hair is suffered to grow.,” Dixon’s Voyage, p-
238,
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The weakest of our seamen would have thrown 17s6.

the strongest of the Indians in wrestling, I saw Jof-

some whose swelled legs secemed to indicate the
scurvy, though their gums were sound. Isuspect
they never arrive at any very old age; I saw but
one womad that appeared to be sixty ; and ‘he
enjoyed no privileges, but was obliged like e

rest, to submit to the various labours imposed

on her sex.

My voyages having enabled me to compare the
different nations, I ean affirm, that the Indians
of Port des Francais are not Esquimaux, but
have evidently cne common origin with all the
inhabitants of the interior part of Canada and
North America. C v o

Customs altogether different, and a very pecu-
liar physiognomy, distinguish the. Esquimaux

An enemy to all system, and truth being ‘uniformly the object
of my inquiries, I will never suppress assertions contradictory to
those of la Pérouse. Thus I am persuaded the reader will bé
gratified by the following extract from count Carli’s American
Letters.

« Certainly it is no way surprising to see the Americans with-
out hair on the body, or the chin, since the Chinese and Tartars

-are equally destitute of it, if we may credit the unanimous report

of historians, Hippocrates. informs us, that the Scythians; in his
time, had likewise no beard, and no hair on the body. The
Huns probably descended from these Scythians, since J ornandes
tells us, that they grew old without a beard, after having atiained
the age of puberty without the ornament of munhood. The hise
tory of Hytan the Armenian, who escaped from Tartary in 1305,
and turned monk in Cyprus, relates, that the Tartars, particularly
those of Cathay, had no beard. How many people are there
in Asia and in Aftica similaly circumstanced!”  Lett, sxiv.
{¥rench Editor.) ‘ '
K 3
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1756. from the other Americans. They inhabit the

Ja?v

coast of Labrador, Hudson’s Strait, and a strip of
land reaching quite across America as far as the
peninsula Of Alashka; and appekar to me to
resemble the Greenlanders. It is very doubtful,
however, whether either Asia or Greenland were
the original country of these people: an idle
question, and incapable of ever being solved in a
manner to admit of no dxsnute Suﬁice it, that
the Esquimaux are a nation of fishermen rather
than of hunters, preferring oil to blood, and
perhaps to every thing else, and very commonly
catingtheir fish raw. Their canoes are uniformly
covered with seal-skins stretched very tight.
They are so dexterous in the water, that they
may be considered almost as amphibious animals,
and even the seal himself can scarcely claim it
more as his proper element. Their faces are’
square; their eyes, and their feet, small; their
chest, broad ; their stature, short. No one of
these characteristics is applicable to the indi-
genous inhabitants of Port des Francais; who
are miich taller; thin,“and not at all robust ; and
who are very unskilful in the construction of
their canoes, which are formed of a trunk of a
tree hollowed out, and helghtened on each side
by a plank.

They fish, as we do, by staking rivers across,
or with the hook and line. Thelr mode of
angling is very ingenions. FKach line is fastened

' to a large seal’s bladder, and set adrift. One

canoe has twelve or ﬁfteen of them. When 3
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fish is caught, he drags along the bladder, and 17se.
the canoe rows after it. Thus a couple of men July-’

can attend twelve or fifteen lines, without the
trouble of holding them in the hand.*

These Indnm have made much greater pro-
gress in arts than in momls, and their industry is
ffm her advanced than that of the inhabitants of
the South-Sea islands. I except agriculture,
however, which giving man a fixed habitation,
securing  him &ubﬁwt@nce, and’ exciting in his
mind the fear of seeing the earth hé has planted

laid waste, s pechaps of all means the most effi-

cacious to soften lis manners, and render him a
social being. »

The Americans of Port des Francais know how
to forge iron, fashion copper, spin’ the hair of di-
vers animals, and form with the needle, of the
thread thus procured, a stuff not unlike to French
tapestry,  They intermingle with this slips of
otter-skin, which gives their. cloaks a resem-
blance of the finest silk plush. Hats and baskets
of rushes are no where woven with more skill;
and’they ornament them wim pleasing figures.

* xe wmtlm success of their fishery, whu.h is conducted in a
very singular manner, They bait their hook with a kind of fish,
called by the satlors syuidy, and having sunk it to the bottow, they
fi a Bladder 1o the end of the lineos a buoy, and should that not
watch sifliciently, they add another  Their lines are very sttong,
being made of the sinews or intestines of animals.  One man is
sufficient o look after five or six of these buoys, &¢.” Dixon’s
Voyage, p. 174, (French Editor.)

1t appears from Sir G, Staunton’s account, that the same me-
thod of fishing is practised in China, T,

K 4



VYOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

manner ; make boxes of a tolerably elegant form,
and inlay them with the opercula of shells; and
cut serpentine into ornaments, giving it the
polish of marble.

Their weapons are the poignard I have already
desciibed; a lance of wood hardened by the fire,
or pointed with iron, according to the wealih of
the owner; and a bow and arrows. The arrows
are commonly headed with copper; but the
bow has nothing particular, and is much weaker
than those of many other nations,

Among their trinkets I found pieces of yellow

_amber: but whether it be a production of their

country, or procured, like their iron, from the
ancient continent, by an indirect intercourse
with the Russians, I am ignorant. '

I have already mentioned, that seven large
canoes were wrecked at the entrance of the
harbour. These canoes, a draught of which was
taken from the only one saved, were thirty-four

feet long, four broad, and six deep. Dimensions

so considerable rendered them fit for long voyages.
They were covered with seal-skins, after-the
manuer of those of the Esquimaux ;- which led us
to suppose, that Port des Francais is a station for
trade, inhabitedyqn}y in the fishing season. It
appeared to us yery possible, that the Esquimaux
in the neighbourhood of the islands of Schumagin,
and of the peninsula explored by Cook, extend
their commerce to this part of America, whither
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they bring iron and other articles, carrying back, 173s.
with proﬁt to themselves, otter-skins, of which July.
the latter* are so desirous. The form of the
canoes lost, and the great quantity of skins we
procured, which may have been collected here
to be sold to these strangers, scem to confirm
_this conjecture. I should not have hazarded
it, however, but that it appears to account better
than any other for the iron. and other European
wares in their possessmon R

Of the-passion of these Indians for gammg I
have spoken above. The kind to which they are
addicted is altogether a game of chance. They
have thirty little sticks, each marked with a dif-
ferent numbeFT “Seven' of these they hide.

Each plays in turn, and he who guesses. neat’rest
to the number on the seven @ttcka, gains the
stake, which is commonly a piece of'iron, or a
hatchet. 'This game renders them grave and
melancholy : yet T have often heard them sing
and when the ehief came to visit me, he com-
monly paraded round the ship singing, with his
arms stretched out in form of a cross as a token
of friendship. He then came on board, and -
acted a pantomime, expressing either a battle, a

* Cos derniers in the original. - But should we not read les
Russiens, < the Russians”? The printer might easily have made
the mistake if the hand-writing of the manuscript were. not -very
plain : and it might as easily have been overlooked by the editor,

who was not the writer himself. The correction appears neces-
'sary also to the chain of argumcnt T. :

¢ Differently marked like our dice,” in the original. But
this cannot be, because our dice are all marked in the same manner,
# Like the different sides of our dice,” is probably the meaning -
of the author. T, ’

~
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17s6. surprise, or death. The air that preceded. this

duly. dance was pleasing, and tolerably melodious.
The following are the notes of it, as accurately as
we could take them down.®
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* They who have the strongest voices take the air a third lows
er, and the women a third higher, than the natural pitch., Some
sing an octave to it, and often make a rest of two. bars, at the
Place where the air is highest. '
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M. de Lamanon is the author of the following 1786.
dissertation on the language of this people. I JW¥

shall only insert here the numerical terms, as a
satisfaction to those readers who may wish to
compare those of differerit nations.*

One =~ — ~  ketrrk.

Two — — theirk. ¢ |
Three - —  neisk.

Four — o taakhoun.
Five —  —  heitschine.
Six -+ — — kleitouchou.
Seven — —  takatouchou.
Eight —  —  netskatouchou.
Nine ~— —  kouehok.

"Ten —  — tchinecate.
Eleven — ~  keirkrha-keirrk.

" Twelve — . kelrkrha-theirh.
Thirteen — ~— keirkrha-neisk.
Fourteen — = keirkrha-taakhoun.
Fifteen -~ - keirkrha-keitschine.
Sixteen — keirkrha-kleitouchou.
Seventeen — —  keirkrha-takatouchou.
Eighteen  — keirkrha-netskatoucho.
Nineteen — — keirkrha-kouchok.

# A morc extensive vocabulary, comprising the languages of
different nations visited by our navigators, has been mentioned as
the work of Messrs. Monneron, Lesseps, Lavaux, Lamanon, ab-
bé Mongés, and father Receveur; but it never came to hand.
{French Editor.) ‘

+ To represent the guttural , which these people pronounce
still harder thanthe Germans their ckr, I have employed rk, to be
sounded as in pronoutcing rhabiller, spesking very thick, as mote
conformable to the French language.
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Twenty — —  theirha.

Thirty —  — mneiskrha.

Forty — — taakhounrha.
Tifty —  — keitschinerka.
Sixty — — kleitonchourha.
Seventy — @ — takatouchourha.
Eighty — — netskatouchourha.
Ninety — — kouchokrha.

One Hundxed —  tchinecaterha.

« Our characters are not capable of c’lenotmg
the language of these people. It is true they
have some artlculatmns resembling ours, but to
many we are absolutély stiangers. 'They make
no use of the consonants B, F, X J, D PV,
and notwithstanding their talent for imitation,
they could never pronounce the first four., It
was the same with the liquid L, and the liquid G N.
They articulate the letter R as if it were double,
and by speaking very thick. The ¢l of the Ger-
mans they pronounce as hard as the Swiss of
certain cantons. They have likewise an articu-
late sound very dlfﬁcult to catch, which we
could not attempt to imitate without exciting
their laughter : it may be partly represented by
the letters kiirl, making but one syllable, and
proncunced by the help of the tongue. and throat
at the same time. This syllable may be found
in the word khirleies, signifying the hair of the
head. Their initial consonants are K, T, N, S,
2T; of which the first are most frequently used.
None of their words begin with R; and almost all
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end with owu, ouls, oulch, or some vowel. Their 1786.
thick speakmq, the frequent recurrence of the J¥-

jetter K, and their double consonants, render the
language very harsh. It is less guttuxal when

spoken by the men, than by the women, wheo
cannot pronounce the labials, on account of the
piece of wood, named kentaga, which they fix in
the lower lip.

«The harshness of their language is less percep-
tible when they sing. It was not in my power to
make many observations on the parts of speech,
from the difficulty of communicating abstrack
ideas by signs; I observed, however, that they have
interjections to express the sentiments of admira-
tion, anger, and pleasure. I do notthink they have
any articles, for I found no words frequently re-
curring, and serving to connect their discourse,
They are acquainted with numerical relaticus,
and have names of numbers ; yet they do not dis-
tinguish the plural from the smgular, either by
ch{fcrcnce of termination, or by articles. Ishowed
them a seal’s tooth, which they called Laourré:
and they gave the same name, without any varia-
tion, to several teeth together. They have not suf-
ficiently generalised their ideas, to have words in
any considerable degree abstract: they have not
sutficiently particularised them, not to give the
same name to things very distinct. Thus, with
thenr, kaage signifies equally the head and the
face; and alcaon, a chief and a friend. I did not
find any resemblance between the words of this
language, and those of the language of Alashka,
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Norton’s Sound, and Nootka Sound, or of the
Greenlanders, Esquimaux, Mexicans, Nadoues-
sies, or Chipawaws, with the vocabularies of which
1 have compared it. Ihave spoken to them words
of all these tongues ; but they did not understand
one of them, though I varied my pronunciation
as much as possible : yet, although perhaps there
is not a single idea, or a single thing, to express
which the same word is used by the people at.
Port des Francais, and those whom I have men-
tioned, still there must be a greater affinity of
sound between this language and that of Nootka.
K is the 'p‘redominant letter in each, occurring'in
almost all their words. The initial consonants,
and the terminations, are often the same in both.

~ And it is not impossible, perhaps, but the lan-

guage of Port des Frangais may have a common
origin with that of Mexico: though this origin,
if it be a fact, must be referred to a very remote
age, since the two idioms have an affinity only
in the primary elements of words, not in their
signification.” .

1 shall finish the -article respecting these peo-
ple by observing, that we found among them no
trace -of anthropophagy: yet it is so general a
custom among the American Indians, that per-
haps I should have been able to have added this
stroke to the picture, had they been at war, and .
taken a prisoner.* T

# Captain Meares has proved, by his account of his voyages,

that the people inhabiting the north-western coast of America, are
eannibals, (Fremch Editor.) - :



VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAPTER X.

Departure from Port des Frangais—We proceed to
explore the Coast of America—Captain Cook’s
Bay of Islands—The Pilot Maurelle's Ports of
los Remedios and Bucarelli—Iles de la Croyére—
Islands of San Carlos—Description of the Coast

- from Cross Sound to Cape Hector—We reconnoitre
a large Gulph or Channel, and accurately deter-
mine its Width—Iles Sartine— Captain Cook's
Woody Point—Verification of our Timckecpers—
Breaker Point—Iles Necker—Adrrival at Mo
lerey. ' :

THE forced stay I had just made at Port des
Frangais compelled me to change the plan of my
navigation on the coast of America. I had still
- time to run it down, and ascertain it’s direction ;
but it was impossible for me to think of, putting
into any other harbour, still less of reconnoitring
every bay. All my schemes must be subordinate
to the absolute necessity of arriving at Manilla
by the end of January, and at China in the course
of the month of Febraary, in order to cmploy the
following summer in cxploring the coasts of
Tartary, Japan, Kamtschatka, and the Aleutian
Islands. I saw with regret, that a plan so exten-
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sive allowed me time only to glance at objects,

and never to clear up any doubt; but as I was
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obliged to navigate seas in which monsoons
prevail, I must either lose a whole vear, or arrive
at Monterey between the 10th and 15th of Sep-
tember, spend only six or seven days there n
recruiting our stock of wood and water, and then
traverse, with all possible speed, a space of more
than 120° of longitude, or near 2400 leagues, on
she Pacific ocean. I had well founded appre-
hensions, that I should not have time to visit the
Caroline Islands, and those to the north of the
Tadrones, as L had been directed. Whether we
should explore the Carolines was to be deter-
mined by our being more or less fortunate in our
passage ; and this we might reasonably presume
would be long, in consequence of the bad sailing
of our vessels : beside, the geographical situation
of these islands, which lie far to the west, or to
leeward, would not allow me to include them
withont difficulty, in my farther schemes of na«
vigation to the south of the line.

These different considerations determined me
to give M. de Langle fresh places of rendezvous,
in case of separation. Ihad appointed him Port
de los Remedios and Nootka Sound ; but it was
agreed between us, that we should stop only at
Monterey. This port was preferred, because,
heing the most distant, on our arrival there, we.
should have the greater quantity of wood and
water to replace. C

Our misfortune at Port des Frangais required’
some change in our staff: on M. Darbaud, a
very well-informed midshipman, I conferred an
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ensign’s commission ; and a licutenant’s on M. 1786,

Broudouw, a voung volunteer, who had given me,
since we left France, various proofs of his intel-
‘ligence and zeal.

I proposed to the officers and passcngers, to
sell our furs at China for the profit of the crew
alone; and my propesal being unanimously
received with transport, I gave M. Dufresne an
order to act as supercargo. This commission he
exccuted with a zeal and judgment, which I
cannot. too highly- commend. . He had the ma-
nagement of the purchasing, packing, sorting,
and selling, the different furs; and as I am
certain there was mnot a single skin privately
bought, this arrangement enabled us to learnm,
W1t11 the utmost precision; their price ip China,

Avgs

which might have been altered by a competition

in the sale. It was likewise of greater advantage
to the sailors; and they were convinced, that

their interest and health had never ceased to be

the principal objects of our attention.

The renewal of our voyage was not very fortu-
nate at the commencement, and by nomeans an-
swerable to my impatience. We advanced only
six leagues in the first eight and forty hours.
The light winds during these two days varied
through the eastern half of the compass from
north to south. The weather was dull and foggy.
We were constantly wm‘am ihrm or four leagues
of the shore, and in sight of the low land; but the

high mountains we u»uid sec ouly at intervals.

This was suﬂmmnt to connect our bearings, and
ascertain with precision the direction of the
YOL. Ik L
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t7s6. coast, the most remarkable points of which we

Aug.

took careto fix by accurate determinations of the
latitude and longitude. I could have wished, that
the winds had permitted me to examine this coast’
rapidly as far as Cape Edgecumbe, or Enganno, be-
cause it had already been visited by Cook, though
indeed he ran along it at a considerable distance :
but his observations were so exact, that if he
made any mistakes they must have been infinite-
ly small: and I felt, that, equally hurried with
that celebrated navigator, it was no more in my
power than in his to attend to minutize, which

- would require to be the object of a particular

expedition, and occupy several seasons. 1 was
extremely eager to arrive at the latitude of 55°,
and have a little time to bestow in reconnoitring
thence to Nootka Sound, a gale of wind having
driven Cook fifty or sixty leagues off that part of
the coast. It was in this part of America that
the Chinese must have landed, according to M.
de Guignes ; and it was also in this latitude, that
admiral Fuentes found the entrance of the Archi-
pelago of Saint Lazarus. :

I was far from giving credit to the conjectures
of M. de Guignes, or the narrative of the Spanish
admiral, whose very existence I believe may be
disputed: but, struck with the observation I
have already made, that all the islands and coun-"
tries, mentioned in the ancient accounts of the
Spaniards, have been re-discovered in modern
times, though their longitude and latitude were
very inaccurately given, I was induced to ima-
gine, that some ancient navigator of that labori-
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éus nation had found a gulf, the entrance of 17s6.
which might be in this part of the coast; and #%&

that this _si‘ngle fact might have served as a
foundation to the ridiculous romance of Fuentes
and Bernarda.  If I should find such a channel, it
was not my. intention to penetrate into it, as the
season was too far advanced; and I could not
think of sacrificing the whole plan of my voyage
to such a search, unless in the hope of being able
to reach the sea on the east of America by tra-
versing it’s continent. But as I was certain, from
Heame s journey, that this passage was a mere
chimera,* I was resolved merely to ascertain the
breadth of this channel, and it’s length for twenty-
five or thirty leagues,according to the time kshould
have; leaving to such nations as the English, Spa-
niards, and Americans, who lhave possessions on
the American continent, to explore it more ac-
curately, which could be of little advantage to
general navigation, the sole object of our voyage.

The fog, rain and calms, did not cease till the

4th at noon: when we had an observation in lati-
tude 57° 45’ north, three leagues from the land,
which we could not perceive very distinctly on
account of the haze. = Fortunately it cleared up
at four o’clock, when we perfectly distinguished
the entrance of Cross Sound, which appeared to
me to form two bays, stretching very far into the

* La Pérouse, too honest to suspect a political fil sm in the ac-
count of Hearne’s journey, delivers in this place, an opinion al-
-, together opposite to mine. I shall hereaflter resume this impor-
tant subject.  See the notes, vol. i. page 340, and vol, &i, page 60,
(French Editor.) :

: L2
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i7s6. land, and in which it is probable vessels would
Atg. find good anchorage.

The high mountains covered with snow, the
peaks of which are thirteen or fourteeg hundred
toises above the level of the sea, terminate here.
The hills on the sea side, to the south-east of
Cross Sound, though they have 'still an elevation
of eight or nine hundred toises, are covered with
trees to their summits ; and the chain of primary
monntaine avpears to me to run far into the
interior of America. At sun-set the west point
of Cross Sound bore mnorth 25° west, distant
about five leagues; Mount Fairweather, north
5° west; and Mount Crillon, north 45° west.
This mountain; almost as lofty as Mount Fair-
weasher, is to the north of Cross Seund, as Mount
Fairweather is to the north of Port des Francais.
They serve as marks for the harbour to which
they are adjacent. It would be easy to mistake
one for the other in coming from the southward;
but they differ 15’ in latitude, and Mount Fair-
weather appears from cvery point of view, ac-
companied with two less lofty mountains, while
Mount Crillon is more isolated, and it’s poiut in-
clines toward the south. Icontinued to runalong
the coast at the distance of three leagues; and
the mountains being still very hazy, and the low
Tand vicible only at intervals, we exerted our-

+ selves to distinguish the heights, that we might

not lose the chain of cur bearings. _
Our progress .was very slow, as we made only

ten leagues in twenty-four hours. At day-break

1 set a cape bearing north 29° west, on the south
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of the entrance of Cross Sound, which I called 1786.

Cape Cross.* We had on our beam an infinite
number of little low islands, covered witli weod <
the high hills appeared in the back ground : and
the mountains covered with snow were no longer
visible. I approached the little islands, so as to
bring the breakers within sight from ihe deck,
and [ perceived between them several passages,
which must form good roads. It was to this part

of America Cook gave the name of Day of Emmda.
At sunset the entrance of the Port de los Reme-
dios bore from us east 2° south, that of Guada-
lonpe Bay east 21° south, and Cape Enganno
cast 337 scuth; but all these points, all these
capes, were badly defined, on account of the
fog that covered their summits. |

From Cross Sound to Cape Engamm, an
extent of twenty-five leagues, I am convinced
twenty different harbours might be found, and
three months would hardly suffice to explore the
labyrinth. - For my part I confined myself, in
pursaanee of the plan I had formed on my de-
parture from Port des Frangais, to determine with
acenracy the beginning and end of these islands,
their direction along the coast, and the entrances
of the principal bays.

On the 6th the weather cleared up a little, we
woere able to observe the sun’s altitude, and com-

L]
1
H

= Cook ealbed 1 by the same name, but he fixes it Iatitude at
570 0%, Fhis ditference wust arise {rom the confignratinon of the
‘ mm!, which in this part: presents several capes, and Cook cer-
tainly determined the prm(mn of that which appears on the chart

futhest Lo the sonthy  (Fronch Iditor.)

L3

Aug.
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i;‘” pare the trus time with that given by our time-
e keepers. Our latitude was 57° 18" 40"; and our

longitude, deduced from the new rate of going of
our timekeepers, determined on Cenotaph Island,
158° 40’ 307, + 1 have already mentionad the ex-
cellence of the timeckeepers made by M. Ber-
thoud : their loss on the mean daily motion of
the sun is so trifling, and so uniform, that this
artist may be considered as having brought them
to the hielizst degree of pericction of which they
are suscootibie

Tha Sci ¢as a tolerable clear day, and cur
bearings were every thing we could wish. At
ceven in the evening we still discerned Mount
Crillon north 66° west, Mount San Jacinto north
»8° east; and Cape Enganno east 10° south.*
This cape is a low land advancing a considerable
way into the sea; and Mount San Jacinto rests on
it, the figure of which is a truncated cone round- -
ed on the summit. It’s height must be at least

-two hundred toises.

{n the morning of the 7th we perceived the
coast on the side of Cape Enganno opposite to
that along which we had sailed the preccding
day.  Mount San Jacinto appeared well defined,
and we discovered to the east of it a wide bay,
the head of which was concealed from us by a
fog ; but it lies so open to the south and south-
east winds, which are the most dangerous, that a

* The Mount San Jacinto and Cape Enganno of the Spaniards.
zre the Mount Edgecumbe and Cape Edgecumbe of Cook.
{Freneh Editor.) . o
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navigator must be cautious of anchoring in it*
The land is covered with trees, and of the same
elevation as that to the south of Cross Sound.
The summits of the mountains are slightly cap-
pedt with snow, and they are so numerous and
.peaked, that a trifling change of situation is suf~
ficient to alter their appearance. These heights
are some leagues within the land, and appear in

the distance: in front of them are hills; and

these subside into a low land with gentle risings,
which ‘terminates in the sea. Before this un-
dulating coast are islands resembling those I

have already mentioned. We determined the

situation only of the most remarkable, the others
are set down at hazard, merely to show, that

they are very numerous. Then, both to the

north and to the south of Cape Enganno, for a
space of ‘ten leagues, the coast is bordered with
islans. By ten in the morning we had doubled
them all; the hills appeared open, and we could.
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delineate their outlines. At six in the evening .

we set a cape to the north-east, which advanced
- a great way to the west, and formed with Cape
Enganno, the south east point of the great bay,
one third of which, as I have already cbserved, is
filled with small islands. Between the last of
thesc islands and the new cape, we saw two large

* Digon anchored here to collect furs.  He gave it the name
of Norfolk Sound., I¥s latitude is 57° 3/ north: it’s longitude,
reduced to the meridian of Paris, 135° 16/ wast, -

- He anchored in eight fathoms, sandy ground, three quarters of
w mile from the shore. Cook saw the entrance of this sound
on the 2nd of May, 1778, but he did not come to-an anchor here,
{French Editor.).

L 4
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bays,* which appeared to run far into the land-
To the last mentioned cape I gave the name of
Tschirikow, in honour of the celebrated Russian
navigator, who landed in this part of America in
1741. Behind this cape, to the east is a spa-
cious bay, which I likewise named Tschirikow
Bay. At seven in the evening I'made a group of
five islets,} separated from the continent by a
channel of four or five leagues, and mentioned
neither by Cook nor Maurelle. This group 1
named the Islands of la Croyere, in memory of
the French geographer de Lisle de la Croyére,
who sailed with captain Tschirikow, and died on
the voyage. As night apwoached I stood tow-
ards the offing. “The breeze from the .west con-
tinued favourable to us the whole day of the 8th ;
and we made our observation in latitude 55° 3¢/
¥ These two bays, which la Pérouse named Port Necker and
Port Guibert, are so near, that it is doubtful in which Dixon an-
ghored: bul this navigaior, having ccasted along the shore on
each side of his anchorage, which he called Port Banks, found no
bays but what were much smaller than that in which he was, and
entirely uninhabited. ;
The latitude of Port Banksis = - .- - - <. - - 559 383/
It’s Jongitude west, reduced {o the meridian of Paris, 157° 20/

(French Editor.y
+ Dixon -has marked these five islets on his chart by the name

of Hazy Isles,
According to the determination of la Pérouse they are in

Lagitude north: = =~ - « «w - « . < < o 55° 50° of
Longitude west - - - « - - - - - - 137 11 ©
According to Dixon, : :

Iatitude morth =~ ~ « «. o « = =« - - - 55 50 ©

Longitude west, reduced to the meridian of Paris, 137 0 45
" 1 believe I need not adduce any arguments to prove, that the
determinations of la Pérouse deserve in every respect the pre-
ference.  (French fiitor.)
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317 nolth, longitude by our timekeepers 137° 5’
23" west. \‘Ve perceived several wide openings
between considerable islands, which appeared at
different distances; while the continent was so
remote, that we could not discern it. - This new
archipelago, very distinet from the former, begins

i
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four leagues to the south-east of Cape Tschiri- -

kow, and reaches probably to Cape Heetor.  The
currents near these islands are very strong, and
were felt by us at the distance of three lcagues.
The Port Bucarelli of Maurelle is in this part.

(Charts and Plates, N° 36. )} Both his chart and‘

the explanation of it, were unintelligible to me.
But his volcanoes, and his Port Bucarelli, are
~situate in islands perhaps forty leagues from the
main-land. T own I should not be surprised to
]earn, that we had coasted along nothing but
-~ islands since we left Cross So.md ;¥ fm the

aspect of the land was very. different yfrom what

it was farther north, and I observed the lofty
chain of Mount Crillon lose itself in the east.
The 9th, at seven in the morning, as we con-
tinned to run along the land at the distance of
three leagues, we saw the islands of San Carlos.

* Dixon 1s of a similar opinion, and T think every probability
is in it’s faveur. ¥
* Sothat we were near the middle of the island tow-
ard the northward and eastward. In this situation we saw Ingh
land to the north-west, near 30 leagues distant, and which evi-
dently was the same we had seen on the st of July. This ir-
cumstance clearly proved the land we had been coasting along for
near a month, Lo be a group of islfands.” Dison’s Voyags, p. 216.
{i*mnch Editer, ) ‘

9.



i34

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

1786. The largest lies south-east and north-west, and.

[
LUZ.

may be two leagues in circumference. A long
chain unites it to some other islets, very small
and low, which extend a considerable way into
the channel. I am persunaded, however, that a
passage is left sufficiently wide:* though I was
not sufficiently certain of this to venture to ex-
plore it, as the wind set right in; so that if my
conjectures had not been well founded, I should
have found it very difficult to double the islands
of San Carlos in the offing, and have lost time
that was precious to me. I ranged along the
outermost of the islands within half a league ; and
at noon, being at this distance west of the south-
east point, we determined it’s position with the
utmost accuracy, to be in 54° 48" of latitude
north, and 136° 19’ of longitude west,

It blew a fresh breeze from the west-north-
west ; the weather thickened, and I crowded sail
towards the land, over which the fog increased as
we approached. At half after seven in the even-
ing, we were scarcely above a league from the
shore, yet I could hardly discern it, though the
breakers were in sight from the deck. T set a’
large cape, which bore by the compass east-
north-east, but nothing was perceptible beyond
it, so that it was impossible to form any judg--
ment of the direction of the coast: accordingly I
thought it advisable to wear ship, and wait for

* This passage appears actually to exist. Dixon likewise saw
it, and bad recourse to it to tface, partly at a.venture, the strait to
which he gave his name. (French Editor.)
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clearer weather. .The fog disperséd only for a
moment. '

On the 10th of August, at noon, we observed in
latitude 54° 20" north, longitude 135° 20" 45" west
by our timekeepers. I had stood again towards
the land from four o’clock in the morning, and I
perceived it a league and half distant in the
south-west, on the breaking of the fog. It had
the appearance of an island : but the clear space
was of so little extent, and so short duration, that
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it was impossible to make any thing out dis-
tinctly. As we had not expected to find land in -

-this point of the compass, our uncertainty of the
direction of the coast was increased. During
the night we had crossed currents more rapid
than any T ever met with in the open sea; but
as our reckoning agreed with our observations, it
is probable, that the currents were occasioned by
the tide, and set with equal forcé in opposite
directions, so as to balance each other. '
The weather grew very foul in the night of the
10th. The fog thickened, and it blew a strong
gale. In conscquence I stood out to sea. At
day-break we put about again, and approached

so near the land, that at one in the afternoon L

made the same point as we saw the evening be-

fore. It extended from the north-north-east to -

south-cast by south, and connécted almost all our

bearings, leaving however an opening of eight or

nine leagues, where we perceived no land. I
know not whether this were owing to the fog, or
to some deep bay or other openings in that part;
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1786. but I presume the latter, on account of the

Aug.

i2.

13.
14

15,

strength of the currents of which I have s spoken.
Had the weather been more clear, we shounld have
Ieft no doubt on this head, since we approached
within a leavuc of the land, and saw the breakers
distinctly. It runs much farther to the south-
east than I supposed from the chart of the Spanish
pilot, which merits no confidence. We had an
observation at noon, which gave us 54 § 206" of
latitude north; and I continued to run along the
coast at the distance of a league till four o’clock

“in the afternoon; when the fog thickencd so

much, that we could no longer sce the Astrolabe,
though we were within hail of her, and I stood
off to sea.« During the whole of the 12th the
weather never cleared up; and as I was so un-
certain of the direetion of the land, I increased
my distance from it to ten leagues.  On the 13th
and 14th the weather was foggy, and almost o
calm. I availed myself of the light breezes to
re-approach the land, from Whu,h, at six in the
evening, we were still five leagues distant.

Since we passed the islands of San Carlos, we
had never been able to find bottom with a line of
2 ‘hundred and twenty fathoms, cven within a
league ‘of the land.

On the 15th the weather ¢leared up, and we got
within two leagues of the land. In some places
it was skirted with breakers, which extemded a
considerable way into the offing. "The wind biew
from the east, in which point we set a large bay,
The horizon was very extensive, though the sky
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- wascloudy. We could see the coast for eighteen 1786.
or twenty leagues on either hand; it stretched U8

from the north-north-east to the south-south-east,
~and appeared to run south-south-east and north-
north-west much farther to the south than I
imagined.

At eight o’clock in the morning I was obliged

to stand off shore, on account of a thick fog with

which we were surrounded, and which contmue&
till ten o’clotk on-the 16th. We then saw the
land very 111d15t1nct1y to the north-east; but the
fog soon obliged me to lay the ship’s head to-
wards the offing again. The whole of the 17th
was calm ; the mist at length dispersed, and I per-
ceived the land at the- dlstancte of eight leagues.

1€,

i7.

'Ihe want of wind did not allow me to: get near |

; but we took excellent obsexvanons of the
moon’s distance from the sun, for the first time
since we left Port des Francais. Our latitude
was 53° 12/ 40%; our longitude, according to our

timekeepers, 136° 527 577 but the mean result of

our lunar observations gave 137° 27 587, or 357 17
more to the west, and that of the Astrolabe 15
less. The breeze from the west-north-west har-
ing freshened, and the weather continning clear,
I approached the land, and was within a league
and half of it on the 18th at noon. Running
along the coast at this distance, I discovered a
bay of such depth, that I could not discern the
land at the head of i1t. I gave it the name of
Baie de le Touche. It lies in latitude 52° 89
north, longitude 134° 49’ west, and, I have ne
doubt, affords very good anchorage. '

1.

it e v i

R N—
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A league and a half farther to the east we saw

A% another inlet, in which possibly good shelter for

19,

ships may likewise be found, but it appeared to
me far inferior to Baie de la Touche. From the
parallel of 55° to 53° the sea was covered with
that species. of diver, named by Buffon macarcuz

" du Kamitschaka.* This bird is black; it’s beak

and claws are red; and on the head are twe
stripes of white feathers, which riseg in form of a
erest, like those of the cockatoo. ¥ e percelved
some to the southward, but they were rare, and
appeared to be in some sort travellers. These
birds never venture more than five or six leagucs
from the land, and seamen who meet with them
during a fog may be nearly certain they are with-
in that distance... We shot two, which were
stuffed. This bird is known only by Behring’s
Voyage.t '

On the 19th, in the evening, we had sight of a
cape, which appeared to terminate the coast of
America. The horizon was very clear, and we
perceived.-nothing beyond it but four or five small
islets, to which I gave the name of Zlots Kerouart,

~and the point I called Cape Hectory We lay be-

* The tufted ank. La Pérouse is mistaken in calling it o
species of diver, plongeon. T. ,
1+ Captain Cook also met with it on the coast of Alnscha,
{French Editer.)
3 It is the Cape St. James of Dixon,
La Pérouse’s Cape Hector,

Latitude north - . - - - 519 57 201

Longitade west - - . . 1882 g7
Dixon’s Cape St. James,

Latitude north - - - . 51° 4

~ Longitude west, reduced to the meridjan of Parts 1329 96
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calmed the whole night within three or four 1786

the north-west allowed me to get nearer at break
- of day ; when I was convinced, that the coast I
had been sailing along for two hundred leagues
ended here, and probably formed the opening of a
gulf or very wide channel, as I could see no land
to the east, though the weather was very clear.
Accordingly I steered ‘my course to the north, to
discover the back of the land Whlch I had coasted
along ‘on* the western' side. T stood’ »
league of Kerouart Islets and Cape Hector;: aid
traversed very strong currents, which even ob-

liged me to bear up, and stand off shore. = It ap- -

peared to me of cons;cl able importance to de-
termine the situati " Hector, whit i‘forms
the'entiance of this new channel. Tt’s ldt‘itucfe is
51° 57" 20" north, and it’s- longitude, by our time-
 keepers, 133° 37 west. nght did not allow me
to advance farther to the north, so Istood off and
on till day-break, when I resumed my course.
The weather being very clear, I saw the back of la
‘Touche Bay, to which I gave the name of Cape

Biiache, and'more than twenty leagues of the east-.

ern coast of the Jand I had run along the preced-
ing days. Recollecting then the form of the land
from Cross Sound, I was greatly inclined to sup-
pose, that this inlét resembled the Gulf of Cali-
fornia, and extended as far as the parallel of 57°
north.  Neither the season, nor my farther
schemes, would allow me to satisfy myself on

this head but I resolved at le%st to ascertain the

leagues of the land, which a light breeze from g
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1786. breadth of this channel or gulf, whichever it may

Aug.

be called, east and west, and in consequence

-directed my course north-east. On the 21Ist, at

noon, we were in latitude, by observation, 52° If
north, and longitade 133° 7" 31" west: Cape

‘Hector bore south-west distant ten or twelve

leagues, and we had no soundings. The wind
soon shifted to the south-east. A thick fog suc-
ceeded to that clear sky, which had allowed us
in the morning to see the land at the distance of
éighteen or twenty leagues; and it blew very
fresh. Prudence forbad me any longer to con-
tinue my course to the north-north-east ; accord-
ingly I hauled my wind, and stood off and on

“under clese-rcefed top-sails the whole night. At

day-break, the wind abating, though the horizon
was still foggy, I stood in for the land, and per-
ceived it at noon through the fog. My latitude, by
estimation, was then 52° 29 ; the coast extended
from north by east to east by north; and our
soundings were o hundred fathoms water, rocky
ground. Afier a short interval of a clear sky,
the fog thickened again, and the weather had a
threatening appearance. Again I stood off the
shore; but fortunately I had taken very good
bearings, and had ascertained the width of the
channel or gulf from east to west, which was
about thirty leagucs between Cape Hector and
Cupe Flewriew,®* the name I had given to the

* Dison ealls it Cape Cox.

‘ Cape Fleurien of La Pérouse.

Latitnde north -~ - e . - 5104y

Longitude west = = e .. 1320 15
4 A few poges farther on it is 131907 15% T
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 south-easternmost island of the new cluster I had 1786,
just discovered, on the eaatem coast of this Avg.

Channel

- It was behind this cluster of islands that T dis-
covered the continent, the primary mountains of
which, destitute of trees and covered with snow,
appeared in ranges, one behind another, terminat-
ing in peaks seemingly upwards of thirty leagues
within the land. Since leaving Cross Sound we
had seen comparatively nothing but hills, and my
conjectures respecting an inlet of six or.seven
degrees to the north weve strengthened by this
The season did not permit me to investigate thig
opinion farther. Already we were near the end
of August: the weather was aim%t continually
foggy: and the days bega*n to shov;em Bus
above all, the fear of missing the Chinese moins
soon induced me to give up this search, which
would have required at least six weeks, on ag-
count of the precautions necessary in an. enter-

prise of this kind, which should be undertaken

only in long days and fine weather. & whole
season would be scarcely sufficient for such a
labour, which odght to be the object of a par-
ticular expedition: oars, infinitely more exten-
sive, was. accomplished by the accurate deter-
mination of the width of this channel, into which
we penetrated about thirty leagues. We alse
Cape Cox of Dixon.
Latitude north - - 51° 30’
Lougxtudc west, reduced to the mendxan of’ P’arxs 130°% 3.

. {French detm:.«}



162

1786.

Aug.

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

fixed the latitudes and longitudes of the capes,
which form the two extremities of it’s mouth, with
such precision, that as much dependance may
be placed upon them, as upon the most remark-
able of the coasts of Europe. It was with regret
I saw, that we had advanced but a very little way
since we left Port des Frangais, and I had not a’
moment to lose in my passage to Monterey. The
reader will be sensible, that, during the whole

" course of this voyage, my imagination was al-

ways obliged to precede my vessel two or three
thousand leagues, because my routes were to be

accommodated to the monsoons and to the sea-

sons, in every.part of the two hemispheres I was
to explore, as I had to visit very high latitudes,

and traverse straits between New Holland  and

New Guinea, subject probably to the same mon-
soons as those of the Moluccas, or other islands
in the same sea.

The fog was very thick during the night, and I
stood to the south-south-west. At day-break
there was a very fine clear, though only for a

“short time; but at elevén o’clock the fog entirely

dispersed. We set Cape Tleurien north-east by
north, and had excellent observations. Our la-
titude was 51° 47t 547; our longitude, by-our
timekeepers, 132° 0’ 50. We lay becalmed the
whole day ; but after sunset the wind shifted to
the north-west, with a very hazy horizon. I had
previously set Cape Fleurien north by east. It’s
latitude and longitude, determined by M. Dage-
let, are 51° 45" north, 181° 0’ 157 west.®

# In the last note of the cditor, p. 160, it is 181° 15", T
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I bave already said, that this cape forms the
point of a lofty island, behind which I could no
longer perceive the continent, as it was conceals
ed by the fog. It grew still thicker in the night,
and I often lost sight of the' Astrolabe, though I
could hear her bell.

‘At day-break the weather became fine. Cape
Fleuneu bore north-west 18° west, distant eigh-
teen leafrues The continent stretched as f'a.r as
due east. The horizon, though dull, allowed it
to be seen at the distance of twenty leagues. I
steered east to get nearer the land, but the coast
soon became again covered with fog, and a break
in the south~south—east enablel me to discern a
cape in that point of the compass.

That I might not be emb&ved in a gulf from
which I should find it difficult to extricate my-

“self, by running to the east before the' wind, I
altered my course, and soon dlSCOVGled, that the
land to the south-south-east, towards which I was
now steering, was formed by several clusters of
islands, which extended from the continent to
the islands in the offing, and bn which I could
not see a single bush. I passed within a mile of
them ; and we could perceive grass and drift-
wood upon the shore. The latxtudc of the west-
ernmost island is 50° 56/, and the longitude 150°
- 38", I gave these clusters the general name of
Lles Sartme‘* It is probuble a passage might be

* The Beresford’s Islands of Dixon, who assigns them 50° 59/
of north latitude, and 182° 3’ of west longitude, reduced to the
mendlan of Pans. {French Editor.)
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1786 found between them: but it would not be pru-

Aug.

dent to venture in without caution. After having
doubled them, I stood towards the continent;
steering east-south-east. It bore from the north-
north-east to south-east. by cast. . The horizon
was 4 little foggy, though pretty extensive.
We could no longer distinguish the summits of
the mouuntains, though we saw the low land very
plainly. | ‘

I continued standing on and off the whole
night, that I might not pass Cook’s Woody Point,
the situation of which he determined; as thus
the line of coast would be complete from Mount
St. Elias to Nootka Sound, and I should have the
advantage of comparing our longitudes with his,
which would remove every doubt of their ac-’
curacy. At day-break I stood in for the land,
and passed within a league and a half of Woody
Point, which bore at noon north by west, distant
about three leagues. It’slatitudeis premsely 50°
4 north; and it’s longitude 130° 25/ west. Cap-
tain Cook, who was not so near to it as we, and

“determined it only from his bearings, placed it in

his chart in the latitude of 50°, and longitude
130° 20/, reduced to the meridian of Paris, that is
to say, 4 farther south, and 5' farther east: but

our determinationr merits most confidence, be-

cause we were much nearer the land, and our
estimation of the distance was less liable to be
erroneous. I cannot help remarking here the
astonishing precision of the new methods, which
in less than a century, would assign to every
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point of the earth it’s true sitnation, and contri-
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bute more to the advancement of geography than Aug-

all the ages that have hitherto elapsed.

On the 25th I continued to stand to the east-
ward, being desirous of making Nootka Sound be-
fore night, though this was-of little importance
after having accurately determined Woody Point.
A very thick fog, however, which came on about
five in the afternoon, completely hid the land
from me, and I shaped my course for Breaker

Point, fifteen leagues south of Nootka, in drder to

reconnoitre the coast between Cape Flattery and
Breaker Point, a space of about thirty leagues,
which Cook was not able to explore.

On the 26th the weather continued very foggy.
The wind was squally and variable from north-

east to south-cast. The barometer fell: Vyet no -

gale of wind came on; but we remained in a

25,

dead calm, without steerage-way till the 28th. -

I had availed myself of some slight breezes to
gain an offing from the land, the direction of

which I imagined to be south-east. We were sur-

rounded with small land-birds, which settled on
our rigging, and several of which we caught ; but
they were of kinds so commeon in Europe, that
they are not worth describing. At length, on
the 28th, at five'in the evening, the weather clear-
ed up, and enabled us to distinguish Cook’s Break-
cr Point, which bore north of us, with the land
stretching from it as far as the north-east. It
contmued clear only a short time, but safficient
for-us to taLe good bearings,

'-mrQ

28.
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The weather was equally thick on the 20th of
August ; but the barometer rose and I stood to-

" wards the land, hoping it would clear up before

night. We hove the lead every half hour. Our
soundings changed from seventy fathoms, sandy

- bottom, to forty fathoms, pebbly ground; and

after sailing a league, we had seventy-five fathoms, -

‘with a bottom of mud. It was clear we had pas-

'sed over a bank: and perhaps it is not easy to

30.

explain how a hill of pebbles,a hundred and fifty
feet hizh, and & league in extent, should be found
on a bed of sand, eight leagues from the shove.
It is well known, that thesg pebhles are smoothed
only by friction ; and to account for this heap,
we must suppose a current like that of a river at
the bottom of the sea.

At length as I had flattered myself, it clcared
away at sun-set. We set the land from the east-
north-east to the north-west by north, and these
bearings formed an accurate connection with
those of the preceding day. At noon we had an
observation in latitude 48° 87'. Our longitude,
by our timekeepers, was 128° 21" 497, The far-
thest point we saw to the south-cast could not be
more than six or seven leagues from Cape Flat-
tery, which I was very desirous of making, bat
the fog was very thick. -

Oun the 30th the sca grew very boisterous ; the
wind was variable from south to south-west ; and

" I regained the offing.,  The horizon extending

less than hall a league from the ship, I sailed on
a parallel with the coast, to get as soon as pos-
. 1
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sible into the latitude of 47°, that I might explore 1786

the land thence to 45°, that part forming a gap in
Cook’s chart.

Aug.

At noon, on the st of September, I made a Sept.

point or cape, bearing north-north-east, about
_ten leagues distant, and by our bearings precise-
ly in the latitude of 47°. The land stretched as
far as the east, and I approached within three or
four leagues of it. It was badly defined, being

1.

enveloped in fog. My latitude observed at noon, -

was 46° 36/ 217; my longitude, by our time-
keepers, 127° @' 5" west, by lunar observations
126° 88*. The currents on this coast are ex-
tremely violent: we fell iIn wich eddies, which
would not suffer the ship to obey her helm with
a three-knot gale, five leagues from the land.
During the night, I stood along the coast,
with the ship’s head to the southward, under an
- easy sail. At day-break, I laid the ship’s head
to the east to re-approach the land; but four
leagues from the shore we were in a dead calm,
so that we lay at the mercy of the currents,
which turned us about every moment, and in
continual apprehension of falling aboard the As-
trolabe, which was in as bad a situation. Hap-
pily we had a good muddy bottem to anchor in,
if the currents had drifted us towards the shore;
but there was a very heavy sea, and our cables
would with difficulty have resisted the pitching.
The Cape Redondo of the Spaniards bore from
us 5° south: the land extended thence as far as
south-cast: our latitude at noon was 45°65'; our
» M 4 C
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longitude by our timekeepers 126° 47" 357 west,
and by Innar observations 126° 22/. The day
before the weather had at length allowed us to
observe the distances of the moon for the second

~ time since we left Port des Francgais; and (to day)

they gave us only 25' 35'* difference from the
longitude of our timckeepers. This day of calm
was one of the most uneasy I had spent since our
departure from France. There was not a breath
of wind the whole night. We hove the lead
every half hour, that we might come to an an-
chor notwithstanding the heayy sea, if we had
been drifted towards the land ; but we constantly
found eight fathoms of water, with a muddy

“bottom. .

5,1

At day-break we were the same distance from
the land as on the preceding evening. Our ob-
servation gave us, as the day before, 45°55". Our
bearings were very nearly the same ; and drifted
by opposite eurrents, which had balanced each
other, it seemed as if we had only been turning
on a pivot for four-and-twenty hours,

At length, at three o’clock, a light breeze
sprung up fromn the north-north-west, by the
help of which we were enabled to gain the offing,
and get out of those currents, in which we bad
been two days involved. This breeze drove be-
fore it a fog-bank, in which we became envelop-
ed, and which made us lose sight of the land.
We had now scarcely more than five or six

* The dasr before, the difference was 29' 57
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feagues of coast to-explore to the latitude of 45°,
the point reconnoitred by Cook. The weather
was too favourable, and my time was too pre-
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cious, not to avail myself of this fair wind. - We

set all the sail we could carry, and steered south
by west, nearly parallel to the coast, which runs
north and south. The night was fine; and at
day-break we saw the land north by east, the
horizon being clear in that point of the compass,
but very foggy farther to the east. We had
occasional glimpses of the coast, howeyer, to the
east-north-east, and even as far as east-south-east.
At noon we had an observation, and found our
latitude to be 44° 41’: our timekeepers gave our
longitude 126° 56’ 177 west, and we were about
eight leagues from the land, which we approach—
ed by makmw easting in our course. - At six in
the evening we were within four leagues of the
shore, which extended from north-east to east-
south-east, and was very foggy. The night was
very fine: I ran along the land, which we could
see by the moonlight: at sun-rise, however, it
was hidden by the fog; but it re-appeared at
noon, the fog clearing away from north-east to
“south by east. Our soundings were seventy-five
fathoms. ‘ ‘
Our latitude was 42° 58 56” and our longi-
tude by our timekeepers 127° 5* 20°. At two
o’clock we were abreast of nine small islands or
rocks, about a league distant from Cape Blanco,
which bore north-east by east. I named them
Iles Necker. 1 continued to run along the land,

4.
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1785. standing to the south-south-east, At the dis-
Sept- tance of three or four leagues, we perceived only

the sumamits of the mountains above the clouds.
They were covered with trees, and we could see
no snow. At night the land extended to the
south-east ; but the men at the mast-head said
they saw it as far as south by east. Uncertain
of the direction of the coast, Whl(,h had never
been explored, I kept under an easy sail to the
south-south-west.. At day-break we still saw the
land, which stretched from the north to north by
east. I steered south-east by east to get near it;
but at seven in the morning a thick mist occa-
stoned us to lose sight of it, '

We found the weather in this part of America
less clear than in higher latitudes, where the na-
vigators enjoyed, at least by intervals, the sight
of every thing that was above their horizon; for
to us the land never once appeared distinct in all
it’s parts.  On the 7th the mist was still thicker
than the day before. It cleared up, however,
towards noon, and we saw the tops of mountains
to the east, at a considerable distance. As we
had made a southern course, it is evident, that
from the latitade of 42° the coast begins to'run
to the east. Our latitude observed at noon was
40° 48’ 30" north: our longitude by our time-
keepers 126° 59 45" west, I continued to steer
80 as to get nearer the land, from which I was
only four leagues distant at the approach of
night. We then perceived a volcana on the
summit of the mountain which bore east from us.
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The flame was very vivid; but a thick fog soon
concealed it from our sxght. Deeming it pru-
dent again to increase our distance from the
" land, as I was apprehensive, that by following
a course parallel to the coast, I might fall in with
some rock or island at a little distance from the
continent, I stood towards the offing again.

The fog was very thick. On the 8th, about
ten in the morning, it cleared up alittle; and we
perceived the summits of the mountains: but a
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- veil, which our eyes could not pierce, constantly
hid from us the low land. The weather was

grown very bad: it blew extremely fresh; and
the barometer fell considerably. I continued
till the beginning of the night to steer south-
east, so as to get nearer the land, while I ran

along the coast; but I had lost sight of it ever -

since noon ; and at night-fall the horizon was so
‘thick, that I might have been very near without
seeing it. As there was an appearance of a gale
of wind ; and as, if it came from the west, I should
have been on aleeshore, [ thought proper to stand
out to sea under the foresail and maintopsail
only. It blew hard bui much less so than I had
‘expected.

At break of day the weather was cloudy, but
the wind moderate, and I steered east towards
the land. The fog soon made me change my
course, and run along nearly parallel with the
coast, the direction of which I imagined to be
south by east. On the 10th and 11th the weather
was equally thick. The course made good these

9.

10.11,
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1786. two days was south by east. Our horizon neve
Sept. extended two leagues, and very often less than a

3.

14,

i

musket-shot. We had an observation, however,

which gave us 86° 58’ 43" of north latitude. Our
Jongitude by our timekeepers was 126° 32/ 5"
west. FEither we had made an error in our reck-
oxing, or the currents had carried us 30’ to the
south: but we were still 16’ north of I\’Ionterey

Though the atmosphere was foggy, we had.an
horizon of two leagues, and I steered east, directly
towards the land. I remained standing on and
off the whole night. The next day the weather
was still thick ; yet I continned my cotrse
ards the land. At noon our longitude was. 124°
59. 1 could see no land, but at four o’clock we
were enveloped in fog, and T resolved to /Con-
tinue standing off and on, till the weather gr
more clear. - We could not be far from the shore,
several land birds flew round us, and we caught a

gerfalcon.
The fog continued all night ; and the next day,

" at ten in the morning, we percewed the land yery

foggy, and very near us. It was impossible to
make out what land it was, I approached within
a league of it, and saw the breakers very dis-
tinctly. Our soundings were twcnty—ﬁve fathoms.
But though I was certain of being in Monterey
Bay, it was 1mp0551ble to distinguish the Spanish
settlement in such thick: weather. At the ap-
proach of night I stood out to sea again, and at
day-break strctched in for the land, with a thick
fog, which dxd not . disperse till noon, L then
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stood along the shore at a very little distance, and 1736
at three o clock in the afternoon we got sight of Sept.
the fort of Monterey, and of two three-masted
vessels in the road.  The contrary winds obliged

us to come to an anchor two 1eacrues in the @ﬁmo

in forty-five fathoms, muddy bottom, and the
next day we anchored in twelve fathoms, within ;3
two cables length of the land. The commander

of the Two vessels, Don Stephen Martinez, sent us
pilots during the night: both he, and- the gover-
nor of the presidio, having been appmsed %y the
wceroy of Mexico of our expected arrival. -

It is Woxthy of remark, that during this long
course, in the midst of the thickest focrs, the As~
trolabe constantly sailed within hail of us, never
being at a farther distance, till I ordered captain
de Langle to reconnoitre the entrance of Mon-
terey Bay. -

Before I conclude this chapter, which will ap-
pear interesting only to the navigator and geo-
grapher, I think it incumbent upon me to deliver
. my opinion respecting the pretended channel of
Saint Lazarus of admiral de Fuentes, Iam con-
vinced this admiral never existed,* and that a
voyage into the interior of America, through lakes
and rivers, and performed in so short a time, is
so absurd, that but for the spirit of system, which
is injurious to all the sciences, geographers of a
certain degree of reputation would have rejected
a story destitute of all probability, and fabricated

# See the note, vol. ii. p. 60. (French Editor.)
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1736 in England, at a time when the partisans and
Sept. oppnnems of a north-west passaze supported their

opinions with no less enthusiasm, than »as wasted
at the same peried in France on questions of
theology a hundred times more ridiculous. The
narrative of admiral de Fuentes, therefore, is to
be ranked with those pious frauds, which sound
reason has since rejected with the utmost-con-
tempt, and which cannot bear the light of dis-
cussion. But it may be considered as almost
certain, that from Cross Souud, or at least from
Port de los Remedios to Cape Hector, no naviga-
tor has coasted along any thing but islands te
the latitude of 52°; and that between the islands
and the continent there is a channel, the breadth
of which east and west may be more or less consi-
derable ; but I believe not exceeding fifty leagues,
since it is reduced to thirty at it’s mouth between
Cape Hector and Cape Fleurien. This channel
must be interspersed with islands, rendering the
navigation of it difficult; and I am perbuaded

there are several passages between these islands
communicating with the open sea. The Ports de
los Remedios and Bucarelli of the Spaniardsare at
a great distance from the continent; nad if a mere
form of taking possession, followed by no settle-
ment, were not a ridiculous title, those of the Spa-’
niards in this part of America might be disputed:
for I am convinced, that Maurelie never saw any
part of the continent from 50° to 57° 20. I am
absolutely certain, however, that in Port ‘des Fran<
cais, to the north of Cross Sound, we were im -
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America; because Behring’s river, in 59° @, is 1635'

so large, that none equal to it can be found, unless
in aland of great extent. I wished to have it ex-
plored by our boats, but they could not stem the
currents of it’s entrance. Our frigates anchored
at it’s mouth. The water was whitish and fresh
-three or four leagues in the offing. It is probable,
therefore, that the channel between the islands
and the continent does not extend farther north
than 57°30. I know geographers may draw
lines to the north-east, leave Port des Francais
- and Behring’s river in America, and prolong their”
channel to the north and east as far as their ima-
gination will carry them: but such a labour,
unsupported by facts, would be absurd ; and it is
sufficiently probable, that the mouth of some
river, and perhaps a navigable one, may be found
on the coast of America, which forms the eastern
shore of this channel; for it can hardly; be
thought, that the declivity of the land directs all
the rivers towards the east; arule to which Beh-
ring’s river would form an exception. Itis.even

probable, that there would be no bar at the
 mouths of such supposed rivers; because the
channel, which is of no great width, is sheltered
by the islands on the west; and itis well known,
that bars are formed by the re-action of the sea
in opposition to the currents of rivers.*

¥ This chapter, so interesting to general navigation, will no
doubt leave something io be wished by seamen and geographers,
‘and particularly by the advocates for a north-west passage.
Though X am myself of the number of the latter, I cannot help

Sept.
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1786. observing, that if la Pérouse had attempled to explore all the bays, -

Sept

all the great openings, to be found on this immense extent of
coast strewed with islands, he must have been obliged to give up -

- all the other objects of his expedition, and iqrmally (h‘\ObL_}’Ld his

instructions,

The honoar of having achieved a perfect description of the
habitable partg'of the g'obe will be reserved for the nineteenth
¢entury. Then the important question respecting a communica.
tion of the two seas by the north of America will be decided.
Let us reserve a place for the immortal name of that enterprising
navigator, who, availing himself of the progress of astronomical
knowledge, shall show us this communication,

To accelerate the arrival of this era, let all discouraging doubte
be rejected, and let me add a word or two to what I have already
said in the notes to p. 340 of Vol. 1. and p. 60 of Vol. I,

The ship Pudre Eternal, commanded by captain David Meiguer,
a Portuguese, sailed from Japan about the year 1660, and ran as
far north as about the latitude of 84°, whence she steered her
course between Sj )ua.mrg,en and Greenland, and, pmsmg to the
westward of Scotland aud Ireland, returned to Oporto in Pora
tugal.

Captain Vannout, a Dutchman, asserts, that he sailed into the
South-sea through Hudsen’s strait.

I would entreat those, who turn their thoughts to this question,
to read the collection of observations on the probability of a northe
west passage, inserted in the voyages of caplain Meares, (French
hdxler )
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CHAPTER XI. -

Description. of Monterey Bay— Historieal Detaiis
respecting the two Californias and their Missions—
Manners and Customs of the converted and the in-

| dependent Natives—Grain, Fruits, and Vegetables
of every Kind—RQuadrupeds, Birds, Fishes, Shells,

177

& c.— Mititary Constitution of these two Provinces

~—Account of their Trade, &c.

MONTEREY BAY ([ Charts and Plates, N° 34),

formed by New-Year’s Point to the north, and
‘Point Cyprus to the south, presents an opening

pot

786,
Sept.

of eight-leagues in this direction, and nearly six

in depth to the eastward, where the land is low

-and sandy. Thesea rolls to the foot of the sandy

downs which border the coast, and produces a

noise, which we heard when more than a league
distant. The lands to the north and south of this

bay are elevated, and covered with trees. Ves<

sels intending to stop here must follow the south-
ern shore, and when they have doubled the Point
of Pines, which projects to the north, the presidio
appears in view, and they may come to an anchor
in ten fathoms of water, within and rather near
to the point, which shelters them from the winds
of the sea. The Spanish vessels which make a
long stay at Monterey-usually approach so near
the shore as the distance only of one or two
VOL. I, N
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1786, cables lengths, and moor in six fathoms of water
Sept, by making fast to an anchor, which they bury in

the sand on the beach. They bave then nothing
to fear from the south winds, which are some-

_timies strong, but not at all dangerous, as they

blow from the coast. 'We had sounding$ in every
" part of the bay, and anchored at the distance of
four leagues from the shore, in smty fathoms, soft
mud ; but as the sea is heavy, it is not possible
to remain in this situation longer than a few
hours, while waiting for day or the clearing up
of the fog. The time of high water at full and

. change of the moon is at half past one. . The

tide rises seven feet, but as the bay is very open,

-the current is almost imperceptible. I never

saw it run so rapidly even as half a knot. Itis
impossiblé to describe either the number of
whales with which we were surrounded, or their
familiarity. They blowed every half minute

within half a pistol shot from our frigates, and

occasioned a most annoying stench. We were
unacquainted with this property in the whale;

~ but the inhabitants informed us, that the water

thrown .out by them is impregnated with this
offensive smell, which is perceived to a consider-
able distance; aund to the fishermen of Green-
land or of Nantucket, this would probably have
been no new phenomenon, |
Almost incessant fogs envelop the coasts of
Monterey Bay, Whl(:h renders the approach
somewhat difficult. But for this circumstance
there would scarcely be a safer shore. Ne con-
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cealed rock extgnfls farther than a cable’s length ; 1736.
and if the fog be too thick, it is easy to anchor Septs
ard wait for it’s clearing up, when the Spanish '
settlement is seen in thie angle formed by the
southern and eastern shores.

The sea was covered with pelicans. It appears
that these birds never fly to a greater distance
-than five or six leagues from the land, and navi-
gators who meet with them during 4 fog may be
certain of being no further &xstant from it. We
saw them for the first time in Monterey Bay, and
I have since been informed, that they are com-
mon over the whole coast of California. The
Spaniards call them alkaire.

A lieutenant-colonel, who resides at Monterey,
is governor of both Californias. His government
is more than eight hundred leagues in circum-
ference ; but his real subjects consist only of two
hundred and eighty-two cavalry, who form fhe
garrison of five small forts, and furnish detach-
ments of four or five men to each of the twenty-
five migsions or parishes into which Old and New
California are divided. . These slender means are
safficient to seeure the cbedience of about fifty
- thousand wandering* Indians in this extensive
\part of America, of whom nearly ten thousand
have embraced Christianity. . These Indians are
~in .general diminutive and weak, and exhibit
done of that love of indcpendence and liberty,

*T hey continually change their reszéence, zacc:ordmsr as it is
ihe season of fishing or of hunting.

N-Q
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1726, which characterise the nations of the north, of
SePt whom they possess neither the arts nor the in-
dustry. Their colour nearly approaches that of
the negroes whose hair is not woolly. The hair
of the Cahiormam is very strong, and would grow
to a considerable length; but they cut it off at
about four or five inches from the root. Many
of them have beards; while others, according to
the missionaries, have never had any; and itis a
question which is not even decided in the country
itself* The governor, who had been a great tra~
veller into the interior of the land, and for fifteen
years had resided among these savages, assured.
us, that those who appeared without beards had
plucked them out with the bivalve shells, which
they use as tweezers. The president of the mis-
sions, who has resided nearly the same time in
California, maintained the contrary opinion, and
it must be difficult for a stranger to decide be-
tween them. Obliged, however, to relate pre- .
cisely what we have seen, we are under the
necessity of admitting, that we observed beards
only on about half the adults; and of these some
were of so respectable an e appearance, that they
might have claimed distinction in Turkey, or in
the vicinity of Moscow.t '

* We have given our opinion respecting the-beards of the
Americans in the preceding chapter: but we write these chapters
during the voyage, and as we have no systemi to maintain, we do
not healtate to relate new facts as they come to our knowledige.

4 As the governor had travelled over a much greater extent of
country than the missionary, his opinion would have predominated
with-me, if I had heen obliged to decide the question, -
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These Indians are extremely skilful with the 1786

- bow, and killed before us the smallest birds, T
1s true that their patience in approaching them
is inexpressible. They conceal themselves, and
slide in a manner after their game, seldom shoot—
ing till within fifteen paces.

Their industry in hunting kuger animals is
still more admirable. We saw an Indian with a
stag’s head fastened on his own, walking on all-
fours, and pretending to graze; and he played
this pantomime with such truth, that our
hunters, when within thirty paces, would have
fired at him, if they had not been forewarned.
In this manner they approach a herd of deer

© within a short dista,nce, and kill them Wl‘th then

arrows.

Loretto is the only presidio of Old Cahforma,
on the eastern coast of this peninsula. The gar-
rison consists of fifty-four horsemen, who afford
small detachments to the fifteen following mis-
sions, the duties of which are performed by
Dominicans, who have succeeded the Jesuits and,
Franciscans. - Of the ten missions of New Cali-
fornia these last have remained sole possessors,
"The fifteen missions of the department of Loretto
are San Vicente, San Domingo, el Rosario, San
Fernandez, San Francisco de Borgia, Santa Gers
¢rude, San Ignacio, la Guadalupe, Santa Rosalia,
la C’onceptwn, San Josef, San Francisco Xavier,

w\. ‘io

Loretto, - San Josef de Cabo Lucar, and Todos'

Santos. About four thousand Indians, converted
and assembled in these fifteen parishes, are the
N3
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1785. whole fruit of the long apostleship of the differ-
Sepl- ent religious orders, who have succeeded each
other in this painful ministry. The epoch of the
establishment of Fort Loretto, and the different
missions which: it yiotebta, may be read in the
Fistory of California, by father Venegas. By
- comzparing their former situation with that of the
Ppresent yeaty it will be seen, that the progress of
these missions;, both temporal and spiritual, is ex-
tremely slow. As yet there s but one phce in-
“habited by i‘apanla.rﬂQ The country, it is true, is
anwholesome, and the territory of the province
of Sonom, which borders upon the” Vermillion
Sea to the east, and California to the west, much
more attractlvc, since they find there a fertile
soil and productive mines; objects in their eyes
of much greater value than the pearl-fishery of
the peninsula, which requires a certain number
of divers, which it is often difficult to procure.—
But northern California, notwithstanding it’s
Oreat distance {rom Mexico, appears to me to
“unite mhmtely more advantages. It's first esta-
blishment, which is San Diego, bears no earlier
date than the 26th of July, 1769. It is the pre-
sidio farthest to the south, as San Francisco is
farthest to the north. This last was built the 9th
of October, 1776 ; that of the channel of Santa
Barbara in September, 1786 ; and, lastly, Mon-
terey, at present the capital and chief place of
the two Californias, on the 8d of June, 1770.—
The road of this presidio was discovered in 1602
by Sebastian Viscayno, commander of a small
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armed squadron at Acapulco, by order of viscount 1786
de Monterey, viceroy of Mexico. Since that time SeP%

the galleons, on their return from Manilla, have

sometimes put into. this bay, to procure refresh- -

ment after their long passage: but it was not till
1770 that the Franciscans established their first

misssion. here. They have ten at present, in

which they reckon five thousand one hundred and
forty-three Indians converted. The four follow-

ing columns will show the name of the parish, the -

date of the establishment, the presidio on which
each parish depends, and the number of converts.
The Spaniards give the name of presidio generally
to all their forts, as well in Africa as in America,
situate in infidel countries; and the term implies,
that there are no inhabitants, but slmply a gar—:
rison resxdma in the citadel. VL

¢

Names. of presi- . o
Names of parishes.|dios on which they|Pate of their esta-| Number of indivi,
| depend. - blishment. duals converted,
San Carlos - - Mohterey Junes, 1770 gL
San Antonio - Idem July 14,1771 850
San Louis - - Idem Sept. 1. 1772 492
Santa Clara - | San Frangisco | Jan. 18,1777 475
i San Francisco | * Idem | Oct.9,1776 | 250
San "Buene- } Santa Barbara | May 3, 1782 120
venturg I ) ) s
Santa Barbara Tdem~ Sept. 3,1786 een
San Gabriel - Idem Sept.8, 1771 | - 843 |
San Juan Ca~ A ‘
pistran % San Diego {:Nov.1,1776 544 .
8an Diego - - Idem July 26,1769 858
5143

The plety of the Spanlards has hithérto main-
" tained these missions and presidios at a great exx
N 4
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1786. pense, with-the sole view of converting and
Sepl civilising the Indians: a system much more

worthy of praise than that of those avaricious
individuals, who appeared %o be invested with
the national authority for no other purpose than
to commit with impunity the most atrocious
barbarities. The reader will soon perceive that
a new branch of commerce may procure to the
Spanish nation greater advantages than the
richest mine of Mexico: and that the salubrity
of the air, the fertility of the soil, and the abun-
dance of every kind of peltry, for which China is
a certain market, afford to this part of America
incalculable advantages over old California, of
which the unhealthiness and sterility can never
be compensated by a few pearls, which mustbe
industriously sought for at"the bottom of the
sea. o : S
Before the arrival of the Spaniards, the Indians
of California cultivated nothing but a small guan-
tity of maize, and subsisted almost entirely by fish-
ing and hunting. No country is more abundant
in fish and game of every description. Hares,
rabbits, and deecr, are extremely common : seals
and otters as abundant as in the more northern
parts, and in the winter they kill a great quantity
of bears, foxes, wolves, and wild cats. The
coppices and plains are covered with small grey
crested partridges, which live in society like those
of Burope, but in covies of three or four hundred,
They are fat and excellent (Charts and Plates,

- N° 36). 'The trees are inhabited by the most
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charming birds. Our ornithologist stuffed several y756.
varieties of sparrows, blue jays, titmice, speckled Sept-
woodpeckers, and troupiales*. Among the birds

of prey we observed the white-headed eagle,
the large and small falcon, the goss hawk, the
sparrow hawk, the black vulture, the large owl,
and the raven. In the ponds and on thesea-coast
-are found the duck, the grey and white pelican
with yellow tufts, different species of gulls, cor-

. morants, curlews, ring plovers, small water heus
and herons; and, lastly, we killed and stuffed a
bee-eater (Charis and Plates, N° 37), which
ornithologists have supposed to be peculiar to
the old continent. :

The. soil likewise is. inexpressibly fertile.
Every kind of garden plant thrives astomshingly.
We enriched the gardens of the govérnor, and
the missions with different grains which we had
‘brought from Paris, which were in perfect pre-
servation, and: will ’Lﬂd to the sum of their
domestic enjoyments.

The crops of maize, barley, Wheat and. pcase,
can only be compared to those of Chili. Our
European cultivators can form no conception of
so abundant a fertility.. The medium produce
of wheat is seventy or eighty for one, and the
extremes sixty and a hundred. Fruit-trees are
still very scarce, but the climate is extremely
proper for their cultivation, and differs little from
the southern provinces of France; at least the

* The oriolus icterus Lin. called by Létlzam the icteric orivie,
and by Catesby #he yellow and black pys. T
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1785. cold is never more intense, while the heais of
S¢pt- cummer are much more moderate, on account of

the continual fogs that prevail in these countries,
and communicate a degree of humidity very
favourable to vegetation.

The forest trees are the stone-pine, the cypress,
the evergreen oak, and the occidental plane-tree.
They shnd apart from each other without under-
w ood and a verdant carpet, over which it is plea-
sant to walk, covers the ground. There are
vacant places, several leagues in extent, forming
vast plains, that abound with all sorts of game.
The land, though very productive, is sandy and
light, and owes its fertility I conceive to the

- humidity of the air, for it is badly watered.- The

nearest running’ stream to the presidio is two

Ieagues distant: itis a brook that flows near the

mission of San Carlos, and is called by the
ancient navigators Rio de Carmel. This distance
was too great to allow us to feich our water from

B thence, 'md we procured it from ponds behind

the fort, where it was of a very indifferent quality,
scarcely dissolving soap.  The river Carmel,
which affords a wholesome and agreeable drink
to the missionaries and their Indm,ns, might also
with a little trouble water their gardens.

It is with the most pleasing satisfaction that I

‘speak of the pious and prudent conduct of these

religions men, which so perfectly accords with
the ‘object of their institution. I shall not con-
ceal what I conceived to be blameable in their
internal administration ; but I must affirm, that,
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individually good and humane, they temper by
their mildness and charity the austerity of the
rules which have been prescribed by their supe-
riors.
to theologwy, I could have wished, I confess, that
there had been joined to the principles of christi-
anity a legislation, which might gradually have
made citizens of men, whose state at present
scarcely differs from that of the negro inhabitanis
of our colonies, at least in those plantations which
are governed with most mildness and humanity.
I am perfectly aware of the extreme difficulty.
of this new plan. I know that these men have

very few ideas, and still legs stability; and that if

they were to cease to be treated as children, they
would escape from those who have taken the
pains to jnstruct ‘them. T know likewise, that
reasoning can produce very little effect upon
them, that.it is absolutely necessary to appeal to
their senses, and that corporeal punishment, with
. rewards in a double proportion, have hitherto
been the only means adopted by their legislators.
But would it not be possible for ardent zeal and
extreme patience to demonstrate to a few families
the advantages of society, founded on the rlghts of
the people: to establish among them the posses-
sion of property, so bemtchmo to all men; and
by this new order of things to engage every one
to cultivate his field with emulahon, or to dxrect
his exertions to some other employment ?
Iadmit, that the progress of this new civilisa-
tion would be very slow, and the attentions neces-
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tedious and disgusting ; that the
is very remote, and that the ap-
the enlightened part of mankind would
never reach the ear of him who should thus have
conscerated his life to deserve them. Neither do
1 hesitate to affirm, that human motives are in-
suflicient for such a ministry, and that the enthu-
sinsm of religion, with the rewards it promises,
can alone compensate for the sacrifices, the dis-
gust, the fatigues, and the dangers of this kind
of Life. Still I could wish that the minds of the
austere, charitable, and religious individuals I
have met with in these missions, were a little
more tinctured with the spirit of philosophy.

I have already expressed my opinion with free-
dom respecting the monks of Chili, whose irregu-
Iarity appeared to me in general to be scanda-
lous* With the same freedom I shall pourtray
these truly apostolical tribes, who have abandon-
ed the indolent life of a cloister to deliver them-
selves up to fatigues, cares, and solicitudes of
every kind. According to my custom, I shall
proceed with our own history while I relate
theirs, and place before the eyes of the rcader
what we saw and learned during our short stay
at Monterey. : ' o

We anchored on the 14th of September in the
evening, two leagues from the shore, in sight of
the presidio, and of two vessels which were in the

plausecs of

:’fThere are monks, however, of merit in Chili; but in genes
7al they enjoy a dégree of Liberty contrary to the sta they hav
embraced, g - Y ‘.Y ¢ state they have
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road. They had fired guns every quarter of an 1786

hour to direct us to the anchorage, which they
conceived might be concealed from us by the
fog. At ten in the evening, the captain of the
corvette la Favorita came on board in his long-
boat, and offered to pilot our vessels into the port.
The corvette la Princesa had likewise sent a pilot
on board the Astrolabe. We learned, that these
two vessels were Spaniards, commanded by Don
Estevan Martinez, lieutenant of a frigate in the
department of St. Blas, in the province of Guada-~
laxara. The government maintains a small ma-
. rine force in this port, subject to the orders of
the viceroy of Mexico. It consists of four cor-
vettes of twelve guns, and a schooner, the parti-
cular destination of which is the supply of the
‘presidios of northern California with provisions.
These are the same vessels which made the two
last expeditions “of the Spaniards on the north-
west coast of America; and they are sometimes
sent as packet-boats to Manilla, for the more
speedy transmission of the orders of the court.
At ten in the morning we weighed, and an-
chored in the road at noon. We were saluted
with seven guns, which we returned, and I sent
an officer to the governor with the letter of the
Spanish minister, which had been forwarded to
me in France before my departure. It was not

Sept,

sealed, and was addressed to the viceroy of Mex-

ico, whose authority extends to Monterey, though
at the distance of eleven hundred leagues by land
from the capital, ‘

S e R 5
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Mr. Fages, commandant of the fort of the ?WO
Californias, had already received orders to afford
us the same-reception as to the vessels of his own
nation: and he executed these orders witl:x a
degfee of eérne;stness and benevolence whxgh
deserve our warmest acknowledgments. He did
not confine himself to mere verbal politeness.~——
Cattle, garden-stuff, and milk, were sefit on bom‘(i
ig abundance. The desire of serving us seemed
even to disturb the harmony between the com-
mander of the two vessels and the chief of the
fort. Fach wasdesirous exclusively of providing

for our wants; and when the account was to be

discharged we were obliged to insist on their

veceiving our money. The garden-stuff, milk,

poultry, and the. assistance of the garrison in
wooding and watering, were afforded gratis; and
the cattle, sheep, and corn, were charged at so
low a price, that it was evident an account had
been presented to us merely because we had
insisted upon it.

Fo these generous proceedings of Mr. Fages
the utmost politeness was added. His house was
our home, and all his people were at our disposal.”

The fathers of the mission of San Carlos, at the
distance of two leagues from Monterey, soon
arrived at the presidio. No less obliging than
the officers of the two vessels and the fort, they
invited us to dine with them, and promised to
inform us minutely concerning the goveinment
of their. missions, the manner of living of the
Indians, their arts, their newly-acquired habits,
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and in general every thing that could interest 173?:
the curiosity of travellers. We eagerly accepted P

this invitation, which we should not have failed

¥ .
to solicit if we had not thus been antlelpated —

It was-agreed thatwe should set out the day aﬂ;er

the morrow. - Mr. Fages was desirous of accom-

panying us, and undertook to procure us horses.
- After crossing a small plain, covered with herds
of cattle, and in which thele were a few trees
only, which were necessary to shelter these
animals. aoramst the rain and the sun, we ascended

the hills, from whence we heard the sound of '

bells announcing our arrival, of which the missi-
onaries had been previously informed by a horse-
man from the governor. We were received like
the lords of manors when they first take posses.
sion of their estates. The president of the mig-
sions, in his ceremonial habiliments and with
his holy-water sprinkle in his hand, awaited us
at the gate of the church, which was illuminated
_in the same manner as on the greatest festivals.
He conducted us to the foot of the high altar,

where he chanted the T¢ Deum in thanksmvmo'

for-the happy success of our voyage. :
Before we entered the church, we had passed

through a square in which the Indians of both

sexes were ranged in a line. They exhibited no

marks of surprise in their countenance, and left -
- us in doubt whether we should be the subject of

their conversation for the rest of the day. The
church is neat though thatched with straw. It
is dedicated to St Cxaﬂc&, and adorned with

~
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some tolerable pictures, cop éﬂ'om originals in
" Italy. Among the number is a picture of hell,
in which the painter appears to have borrowed
from the imagination of Callot; but as it is

absolutely necessary to strike the senses of
these new converts with the most lively im-
nressions, I am persuaded that such a represen-
tation was never more useful in any country;
and that it would be impessible for the protestant
svorship, which proscribes images, and almost
21l the ceremonies of our church, to make any
progress with this people. I doubt whether the
picture of paradise, which is opposite to that of
hell, produces so good an effect upon them.—
The state of tranquillity which it represents, and
that mild satisfaction of the elect who surround -

“the throne of the Supreme Being, are ideas too

sublime for the minds of uncuhwated savages :
but it was necessary to place rewards by the
side of punishment, and it was a point of duty
that no change should be permitted in the kind
of enjoyments which the Catholic reha’mn pro-
mises to man.

On coming out of the church we passed

‘through the same row of Indians, whom the 7e

Deuwm had not induced to abandon their post.—
The children only had removed to a small dis-
tance, and formed groups near the house of the
missionaries, which, as well as the different store- -
houses, is opposite the church. The Indian
village stands on the right, consisting of about
fifty huts;, which serve for seven hundred and
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forty persons of both sexes, including their chil-
dren, who compose the mission of San Carlos, or
of Monterey. = -

These huts are the most wretclied that are any
where to be met with. They are round, and
about six feet in diameter and four in height.
Some stakes of the thickness of a man’s arm, stuck
in the ground and meeting at the top, compose
the framing. Eight or ten bundles of straw, ill
arranged over these stakes, are the only defence
against the rain; and when the \’eather is fine,
more than half the hut remains uncovered, Wlth
the premutlon, however, of two or three trusses
of straw to each habitation, to be used as circum-
stances may require. -

This general architecture of the two Califor-
nias has never undergone the smallest change,
notwithstanding the exhortations of the mission-
aries. The Indians say, that they love the open
air, that it is convenient to set fire to their house
when the fleas become troublesome, and that they
can build another in less than two hours. The
independent tr ibes, who, as hunters, so frequently
change their residence, have of course an addi-
tlonal motive. »

lhu colour of these In(h'um Which is that of
ne rrlous, the house of the missionaries, their store-
houses, which are built of brick, and pla.stere(i
the appearance of the gr ound on which the grain
is trodden out, the cattlo the horses, every thmg
in short, brought to our recollection a plantation
at St. Domingo, or any other West-India island.

VOL. 1L Qo
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1786. The proselytes are collected by the sound of a

Sept.

bell 5 'a missionary leads them to work, to the
church, and to all their exercises. We observed
with concern, that the resemblance is so perfect
that we have seen both men and women in irons,
and others in the stocks;* and lastly, the noise
of the whip might have struck our ears, this
pumshment also beuw admitted, though exercis-
ed with little severity.

The monks, by their answers to our different

~ questions, left us ignorant of no part of the go-

vernment of this religious community : for no
other name can be given to the legislation they

- have established. They are the temporal as well

as the spiritual governors, the products of the

“earth being entrusted to their care. The day

consists in general of seven hours labour, and two
hours prayer; but there are four or five hours
prayer on Sundays and festivals, whlch are en-
tirely consecrated to rest and divine worship.
Corporal punishment is inflicted on the Indians
of both sexes who neglect the exercises of piety,
and many sins, which are left in Europe to the
Divine justice, are here punished by irons and the
stocks. -And lastly, to complcte the sumhtudc
between this and other religious communities, it
must be observed, that the moment an Indian is
baptised, the effect is the same as if he had pro-
nounced a vow for life. If he escape, to reside
* u blos. The author bas given a description of this imple-

ment in a note, which we do not copy, because it is preciscly
designated by the English word in the text. T.
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with his relations in the independent villages, he 1726,
is summoned three times to return, and if he Sepb
refuse, the missionaries apply te the governor;
who sends soldiers to seize him in the midst of his
family,* and conduct him to the mission, where
he is eondemned to receive a certain number of
lashes, with the whip. These people have so
little courage, that they never make any resist-
ance to the three or four soldiers who so evidently
violate the rights of men in their persons; and
this custom, against which reason so strongly
exclaims, is kept up, because theologians have
decided, that they could not in conscience ad-
minister baptism to men so inconstant, unless v
the government would in some measure serve as
their sponsor, and answer for their perseverance.
The predecessor of Mr. Fages, Mr. Philip
Deneve, commander of the interior provinces of
Mexico, who died about four years age, a man
replete with humanity, and a Christian philoso-
pher, remonstrated against the practice. He
thought, that the progress of the faith would be-
more rapid, and the prayers of the Indians more
agreeable to the Supreme Being, if they were not
constrained. He was desirous of a constitution
less monastic, affording more civil liberty to the
Indians, and less despotism in the executive
power of the presidios, the government of which
might be entrusted to cruel and avaricious men.
He tlloufrht likewise, that it might perhaps be

* As these peoplc are at war thh their neighbours, they can
never escape to a greater distance than twenty oz thirty !eawueg.

02



196

1756, necessary to moder
epte point

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

ate their authority by the ap-
ment of a magistrate, who might be the
cribune, as it were, of the Indians, and possess
sufficient authority to defend them from vex-
ations. This upright man had borne arms in
favour of his country from his infancy : but he.
was exempt from the prej ndices of his profession,
and well knew, that wilitary government is sub-

~ ject to great. inconveniencies, when moderated

by no intermediate power. He might, however,
have experienced the difficulty of maintaining
the conflict of three authorities, m a conntry so
remote from ihe' governor-gencral of Mexico,

- since the missionaries, though so pious and re-

spectable, are already at open variance with the
governor, who, on his part, appears to me to bes
worthy military character.

We were desirous of being present at the dis-
tributions made at each meal 5 and as all the days,
with this kind of religious community, were ex-
actly alike, by the recital of the proceedings of
one, the reader-will be acquainted with the history
of a'whole year.

The Indians, as well as the missionaries, rise
with the sun, and tmmediately go to prayers and
mass, which last for an hour.  During this time
three large boilers are sct on the five for cooking
a kind of soup, made of barley meal, the grain of
which has been roasted previous to it's being
ground. This sort of food, of which the Indians
are extremely fond, is called wiole. They cat b
withount either butter ov salt, and it would cup-
tainly to us be a most insipid mess,
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Each hut sends for the allowance of all it’s in- 17ss.

habitants in a vessel made of the bark -of a tree.
There is neither confusion nor disorder in the
distribution ; and when the boilers are nearly
emptied, the thicker portion at the bottom is dis-
tributed to those children who have said their
catechism the best. b

The time of repast is three quarters of an hour;
after which they all go to work, some to till the
ground with oxen, some to dig in the garden,
while others are employed in domestic occupa-
tions, and all under the eye of one or two mis-
slonaries.

The women have no other emplovment than
their household affairs, the care of their ¢hildren;
and the roasting and grinding of the corn, This
last operation is both tedious and laborious, ber
cause they have no other method of breaking the
grain than with a roller upon a stope, M, de
Langle, who saw this operation, made a present
of his mill to the missionaries; and it was diffi-
cult to have rendered them a greater service,
since four women will now do the work of a hun-
dred ; and they will have time to spin the wool
of their sheep, and manufacture some coarse
cloths.  But the missionaries have hitherto been
more attentive to their heavenly than their earthly
concerns, and have greatly neglected the intro-
duction of the most common arts, They are so
austere as to their own comforts, that they have
no fire-place in their chambers, though the winter

03 : *

Sept.
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ves. is sometimes severe: the greatest anchorites
Sept have never lived a more edifying life.*

At noon the bells give notice of the time of din-
ner: The Indians then quit their work, and send
for their allowance in the same vessel as at
breakfast. But this second soup is thicker than
the former, and contains a mixture of wheat and
maize, and pease and beans: the Indians ‘call it
poussole.  They return to work from two to four
or five o’clock, when they repair to cvening
prayer, which continues nearly an hour, and is
followed by a distribution of atole, the same as at
breakfast. These three distributions are suffici-
ent for the subsistence of the greater number of
these Indians, and we might perhaps adopt this

~economical food in years of scarcity, with the

addition of some seasoning. The whole art of
this cookery consists in roasting the grain before
it 1s reduced to meal. As the Indians have no
earthen or metallic vessels f{or this operation,
they perform it in baskets of bark, over a gentle
charcoal fire. They turn these vessels with
such address and rapidity, that they succced in
causing the grain to swell and burst without burn-
ing the basket, though made of so combustible
a material ; and we can aflirm, that our best
coffee is far from being roasted with equal skill,

It is distributed to them every morning, and the

#

.

Father Firmin de la Snen, president of the m?saic}m of New
Califoruda, is one of the must worthy and respectable men 1 have
ever met with.  [lis mildness, charity, and affection for the Fne

-+ dians, are beyond expression,
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slightest embezzlement is punished by the whip;
though it seldom happens that they expose them-
selves to the danger. These punishments are
adjudged by Indian magistrates, called cacigues.
There are three in each mission, chosen by the
people from among those whom the missionaries
have not excluded: to give, however, a proper
notion of this magistracy, we must observe, that

"these caciques are like the overseers of a plan-
tation, passive beings, blind performers of the will
of their superiors; and that their principal
functions consist in serving as beadles in the
church, to maintain order and the appearance of
attention. Women are never whipped in public,
but in an incloséd and somewhat distant place,
that their cries may not excite a too lively com-
passion, which might cause the men to revolt.
The latter, on the contrary, are exposed to the
view of all their fellow citizens, that their punish-
ment may serve as an example. They usually
ask pardon for their fault, in which case the
exccutioner diminishes the force of his lashes,
but the number is always irrevocable.

The rewards are small distributions of grain,
of which they make little thin cakes, and bake
them on hot wood ashes. On high festivals an
allowance of beef is distributed, which many eat
Taw, particularly the fat, which is considered by
them as equally delicious with the finest butter
or the most excellent cheese. They skin all

“animals with the greatest dexterity ; and when
thcy are fat they make; like the ravens, a croak-

: Q 4
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1786. ing of pleasure, devouring with their eyes those
Sept. parts for which they have the greatest avidity.

They are often permitted to hunt and fish for
their own beneﬁt and upon their return they
generally make a present to the missionaries of a
part of their sport; but they propmhon the quan-
tity to what is strlct]y necessary for their con-.
sumption, taking care however to increase it,
when they know that their supemon have any
yisitors or guests. The women raise some poul-
try about their huts, the eggs of which they give
to their children. These fowls are the property
of the Indians, as well as their clothes, amd other
small articles of furniture and implements of
hunting. There is no examp sle of theft among
them, though the door of their hut consists
merely of a bundle of straw, which they place
across the entrance when the inhabitants are
absent. '

These manners may appear patnarchal to

some of our readers, who may not reflect, that in

these huts there is no article which can excite
the avarice of a neighbouring hut. The food of
the Indians is secured to them, and thcy have
therefore no other want than that of wwmg life
to beings, who are sure to be as stupxd as them-
selves.

The men in these missions have madc gmater
sacrifices to chrlstlamty than the wonien, bey
cause, before it’s introduction, they were.accus-
tomed to polygamy, and were even in the habit
g::jf espousing all the sisters of the _bamu family.
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The women, on the contrary, have aoqmred the 1786.
right of receiving exclusively the caresses of a Sept.

single man. 1 must confess, however, notwith-
standing the unanimous report &f the mission-
aries concerning this pretended pol ygamy, that
I am.at a loss to conceive how it could have
been established in a nation of savages; for the
number of men being nearly equal to that of the
women, the consequence must have been a for-
ced continence in many individuals, unless con-
qg ugal ﬁdellty were less rigorously observed than
in the missions, where the holy fathers have
constituted themselves guardians of the virtue of
the sex. An hour after supper, they take care
to secure all the women whose husbands are
absent, as well as the young girls above the age
of nine years, by locking thew up: and during
the. day they entrust them to the care of elderly
womei.  All these precautions are. still inade-
quate, and we have seen men in the stocks, and
women in irons, for having eluded the vigilance
of these female Amuam, whose eyes are not
sufficient for the complete performance of their
oflice.

The converted Indmn» have preserved all the
ancient customs which their new religion does
‘not prohibit: they have the same huts, the same
diversions, and the same clothes. The cloathing
of therichest consists in a garment of otter’s skin;
which descends from the waist somewhat lower
than the groin. The wost indolent have simply
a piece of cloth, which the mission supplies, to
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conceal the nudities, and a small cloak of rabbit
skin, tied under the chin, which covers their
shoulders, and descends to their waist. The rest
of their body is absolutely naked, as well as their
head. Some of them, however, have straw hats,
which are neatly made.

The cloathing of the women is a mantlc of deer
skin badly tanned. Those of the missions have
generally & small corset with sleeves, which, with
a small apron of rushes, and a petticoat of deer-
skin descending to the middle of the leg, is the
whole of their dress. Young girls more than
nine years ofage have simply a cloth round their
waist, and the children of both sexes are entirely
naked. ,

The hair both of men and women is cut to the
length of about four or five inches. The Indians
of the rancheries,* having no instruments of iron,
perform this operation with lighted fire-brands.
They are likewise in the habit of painting their
bodies red, in general, and when they are in
mourning, in black. - The missionaries have for-

. bidden the first of these paintings ; but they are

obliged to tolerate the other, because these
people are so strongly attached to their friends.
‘When they are called to their remembrance they
shed tears, though they may have lost them fora
considerable period ; and if their name be men-
tioned by any ome, even through inadvertence,

they consider it as an offence. The bonds of

relationship have less force with them than those

* Name of the independcm Indian viljages,
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of friendship. Children take scarcely any notice 17s6.
of their father. They abandon his hut as soon as SePt

they are capable of providing for theirsubsistence;
but they preserve a longer attachment for their
mother, who has brought them up with extreme
mildness, and has never beaten them, unless
when they have shown cowardice in their com-
bats with children of the same age.

The old men of the rancheries, who are no
longer able to hunt, are supported at the ex-
pense of their whole village, and are in general
well respected. The~independent savages are
fxequently at war; but the fear of the Spaniards
causes them to respect the missions; and this
perhaps'is not the smallest of the inducements
which increase the Christian villages.  Their
arms are the bow and arrow, which is armed with
a flint very skilfully wrought. The bows, which
are wood and strung with the tendon of an ox,
are very saperior to those of the inhabitants of
Port des Frangais.

We were assured, that they neither eat their
prisoners, nor their enemies slain in war ; that
nevertheless, when they have vanquished and
killed the chiefs, or bravest men, on the ficld of
battle, they devour some small portions, less in
token of hatred or vengeance, than as an homage
due to their valour, and from: the persuasion that
this food is calculated to increase their courage.
Like the Canadians, they scalp the vanquished,
and take out their eyes, which they have the art
of preserving from corruption, and which they
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carefully keep as tokens of victory. They burn

Sept. their dead, a nd deposit their ashes in morais.

They have two kinds of game, -in which they
cmpim their whole leisure: .thé first, to which
they give the name of falzezsza, consists in throw-
ing a small hoop, ofthree inches in diameter, and

causing it to roll in aspaceof twenty feet square,
¢leared of grass and surrounded with stakes.
The two pld} ers hold each a stick, of the thick-
ness of a common cane, and five feet long. T'his
stick they endeavour to strike through the smwall
hoop, while itis in motion. - If they succeed, they
gain two points ; and if the hoop should stop, so
as to lie upon the stick, they reckon but one,

The game is three. This diversion affords a

violent degree of exercise, because the hoop or
the stick is always in action.

The other game, named fouss?, is more tranquil.
It is played by four persons, two on cach side.
Each, in his turn, conceals in one of his hands a
piece of wood, while his partner makes a thou-
sand gestures to occupy the attention of the
adversaries. It is curious enough to a bystander
to see them squatted down opposite each other,
keeping the most profound silence, obscrving the
traits of the countenance and the most minute
vircumstances, which may assist their conjecture
as to the hand which conceals the picce of wood.
They gfun or lose a point accordingly as their
guess is right or wrong and thgse who gain it

have a 110511: to hide in their turn. The game is

Hve womts} and the usual stake “‘ldb‘% beads, and
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with the independent Indians the favours of their 1786.
women. These Indians have no knowledge of a Sept.

God, or of a future state, with the exception of
some nations to the south, who had a confuscd
notion of this kind before the arrival of the mis-
sionaries. They placed their paradise in the
middle of the sea, where the elect were to enjoy
cool breezes, which never prevail on their burn-

ing sands; and they supposed hell to be in the

cavities of their mountains.

'The missionaries, persuaded from their pre-
judices, and perhaps from their experience, that
the reason of these men is scarcely ever developed,
which they consider as a just motive for treating

them like children, admit only a very small num-

ber to ‘the communion. These are the geniuses -

of the country, who, like Descartes and Newton,
would have enlightened their age and country-

_men, by teaching them that four and four make -

eight, which is a calculation beyond the reach of
the greatest number of them. 'The plan pursued
by these missionaries is . little calculated to
remove this state of ignorance, in which every
thing is directed to the recompenses of anothex

" life; while the most usual arts, not excepting

even the surgery of our villages, are not exer-

cised. Many children perish in consequence of
ruptures, which the slightest skill would cure;

and our 'surg'eons had the pleasure of relieving a

small number, and of showing them how te apply

the necessary bandages.
It must be confessed, that if the Jesuits were
ncither more pious nor more charitable than
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1786, these missionaries, they were at least more intelly
Sept. gent and ckilfal. The immense edifice w.hich
they have raised at Paraguay cannot fail to
excite admiration ; but their ambition and pre-
judices have afforded matter f?r the strongest dis-
approbatioﬁ, in their system of commun_lt.ytof l?roa
perty, so contrary to the progress of civilisation,
and which is imitated with too much servility
in the missions of California. This government
is a true theocracy for the Indians, who believe,
that their superiors: have immediate and con-
¢ tinual communication with God, and that they
cause him to descend every day on the altar. By
~ virtue of this opinion, the holy fathers live in
the midst of the villages with the greatest secu-
rity. Their doors are not shut, evenin the night,
though the history of their mission affords the
example of 2 missionary slain. It is known that
this assassination was the consequence of a
commotion occasioned by an.act of imprudence;
~for homicide is a VEery rare erime, even amoung
the independent Indians, It is, howcever, no
otherwise revenged, than by general contempt ;
but if a man fall beneath the blows of a considers
able number, it is concluded, that he deserved his
fate, since his conduct produced such a number
of enemies. '
Northern, Californin, of whiclh the most nors
therly settlement is that of St. Trancisco, in
latitude 37° 58/, has uo other boundary, according
to the opinton of the governor of Monterey, than
that of America ; and our vessels, by penctrating
as far as Mount St. Elias, did not reach it’s Himite,
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To the motives of piety, which have determined ot

Spain to sacrifice Iarge sums for the support of it’s
presidios and missions, there are at present con-
siderable reasons of state to be added, which may
direct the attention of government to this valuable
part of America, where the sea-otter skins are as
common as in the Aleutian Islands, and those of
the other seas frequented by the Russians.

‘We found at Monterey a Spanish commissary,
Mr. Vincent Vassadre y Vega, who had brought
orders to the governor, enjoining him to collect
all the sea-otier skins of his four presidios and the
ten missions, of which the government reserves to
itself the exclusive commerce. Mr. Fages assured
me, that fifty thousand might be collccted annu-
ally ; and as he was Well acquainted with the

country, lie added, that if the China trade could
furnish a demand for thirty thousand skins, two
or three settlements to the north of San Francesco
would soon procure them for the commerce of
his nation. ‘ o

It is perfectly unaccountable that the Spaniards,
having so near and so frequent intercourse with

China from Manilla, should have been hithertoig-

forant of the value of this precidus trade of {urs
It is to captain Cook, and the publication of

his work, that t;lley are indebted for this dawn of

information, which will procure them the greatest
advantages. This great man has thus travelled
for the benefit of all nations; and his own country
derives no greater advantage above others, than
the glory of the enterprise zmd of reckonmg him,
among her sons.

>
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The sea-otter is an amphibious animal as com-
mon along the whole occidental coast of America,
from the 28th to the 60th degree of north latitude,
as the seal on the coast of Labrador and in Hud-
son’s bay. The Indians, who are by no means so
expert seamen as the Esquimaus, and whose
boats at Monterey are only made of reeds,* catch
them either on shore with snares, or kill them
with large sticks, when they find them at a dis-
tance from the sea. For this purpose they con-
ceal themselves behind the rocks, this animal
being frightened at the least noise, and plunging
Jmmedla‘cely into ‘the water. Before the present
year, the skin of an otter bore no higher value
than two hare skins. The Spaniards, never sis-
pecting there could be any demand for them, had
not sent any to Europe, and Mexico was too hota
country for them to suppose that thxs article could
be fw(-ept%ble there. L

Iam of opinion, that'in a few years a great re-
volution will take place in the commerce of the
Russians at Kiatcha, from the difficulty of sup-
porting this competition. . From the comparison
1 have made of the sea-otter skins of Monterey

" with those of Port des Frangais, I am inclined to

believe, that the skins of the south are rather infe-
rior; but the difference is so small, that T am not
absolutely certain of this inferiority, and I doubt

-whether it may make in the sale a difference of
ten per cent. It is almost certain, that the new

* The inhabifants of the missions of Santa Barbara and San
Dxego have wooden canoes, constructed nearly in the same mannex
as those of the inhabitants of Mowee, but withowt, out-riggers.
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~company of Manilla will endeavour to seize this 1786.

branch of trade ; and this weuald be the most for-
tunate event which could happen to the Russians,
becanse it is the nature ol exclasive privileges to
annihilate or at least to paralyse all the branches
of commerce and industcy, while perfect freedom

alone can communicate to both all the activity
of which they are susceptible.

New California, nc twnhman&mw it’s fertil 1ty,
does not yet possess a single Eu(opean inhabitant.
A few soldiers, who have married Indian women,
and either live in the forts, or are scaitered in
small parties, on public service and the different
missions, constitute at present the whole of the
Spanish nation in this part of America. If it
were at a less distance from Earope, it would be
in no respect inferior to Virginia, which liesin
4he same latitude ; butit’s proximity to Asia may
well compensdte: f ov this, and Iam convinced that
good laws, and particularly freedom of trade,
wonld soon procure it a certain number at least of
inhabitants: for the possessions of Spaiu are so
extensive, that it is impossible to sappoese, the

Sept,

~.population can be considerable for a long time to

come in any of her colonies. The great number
~ of individuals of both sexes wlho, fiom religious
principle, have devoted thems:lves to celibacy,
-and the invariable policy of the government to
admit but one religion, aud to employ the most
violent ggeans for supgporting it, must vonstantly
GppPose anew obstacle to evecy avumentatmﬁ
The government of the vxllafres converied fo
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1=:=. Christianity would he more favourable to 1)91311137
5Pt yinn, if property and a certain degree of liberty

constituted it’s basis. Nevertheless, since the
establishment of ten different missions pf North-
ern California, the fathers have baptised 7701
Indians of both sexes, and buried only 2383.—
But it must be remarked, that this computation
dves not, like those of our Earopean towns, in-
form us whether the population increases or di-
minishes, because they are continually baptising
independent Indians: it merely shows, that
Chistianity extends itself; and I have already
observed, that the affairs of the next world cannot
be placed in better hands. ‘ » B

The Franciscan missionaries are almost all
Europeans. They havea college, for so they call
a convent at Mexico, of which the general of his
order in America is the guardian. This house
docs not depend upon the provincial of the Fran-
ciscans of Mexico, but has its superiors in Europe.

The viceroy is at present the sole judge of every
dispate between the different missions, which do
not acknowledge the authority of the corhmand-
ant at Monterey. This officer is merely obliged
to supply them with military force when they
demand it; but as he has a power over all the
Indians, and particularly over those of the ran-
cheries, and has moreover the command of all the
detachments of cavalry which reside in the mis-
sions, these different relations very frequently
disturb the harmony between the military and
the religious government ; but the last possesses
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sufficient influence in the mother country in all 1784,
. A o Cend
cases to obtain the ascendency. These affairs “°P%

were formerly broughf before the governor of
the*inland provinces; but the new viceroy, Don

Bernardo Galves, has united all the powers in his

OWn person. .

‘Spain allows annually four hundred dollars to
each missionary, whose number is fixed at two

for a parish, and if there be a supernumerary, he

receives no salary. Money is of very little use
in a country where nothing can be purchased.
~Beads are the only money of the Indians. The
college of Mexico therefore never sends a single
aollar m cash, but the value in effects, such as
tapers for the church, chocolate, sugar, oil, wine,
and some pieces of cloth, which the missionaries
divide into small girdles t0 cover what decency
does not permit the converted Indians to expose.
The governor’s pay is four thousand dolars ; that
of 1115 deputy four hundred and fifty; and that of
the captain inspector of two hundred and eighty-
three horsemen, distributed through the two Cali-
fornias, two thousand. Each horseman receives
two hundred and seventeen; but out of this heis

obliged to provide his subsistenee, and to furnish
himself with a horse, cloathing, arms, and all sorts
of mnecessaries in general. The government,
which has horses and cattle, sells to the soldiery
both the oneand the other. The price of a good
horse is eight dollars, and that of an. ox, five.
The governor has the management of the sales,
and at the end of the year he gives an account to
® 9 .

&
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each horseman of the balance whic;h may be due
to him in money, which he pays with the utmost
puﬂctﬂai!tv
As the military, of whom there were ouly
izhteen at the presidio, had rendered us many
Emie services, I requested permission to present
shem with a piece of blue cloth; and I sent the
missions coverlets, stuffs, beads, iron tools and
implements, and generally all the small effects
which might be necessary to them, and which we
had not had occasion to distribute to the Indiang
at Port des Franceais. The president informed
the whole village, that it was a present from their
faithful and ancient allies, who professed the same
religion as the Spaniards: which so particularly
excited their benevolence, that the day after each
of them brought us a truss of hay or straw, for
the cattle and sheep we were about to send on
board. QOurgardener gave the missionaries some
potatoes of FChili in perfect preservation, which
in my opinion was not the least valuable of our
presents, and which will certainly thrive in the
light but fertile soil of the environs.of Monterey,
From the day of our arrival we were busily em-
ployed in supplying ourselves with wood and
water; and we were allowed to cut the former as
near as possible to the place of our landing.
Our botanists on their part did not lose a moment
in adding to their collection of plants; but the
season was very unfavourable, the heat of the
summer having eatirely dried them up, and their
seed being scattered on the ground, Those
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which M. Collignon could distingunish were the 1786.

common wormwood, sea wormwood, the male

southernwood, mugwort, Mexican tea, Canadian

golden rod, the Italian starwort, millefoil, deadly
nightshade, spurry, and water mint. The gar-
dens of the governor and of the missions were
filled with an infinity of plants for culinary use,
which were furnished us in such abundance,
that our people had in ne country been better
supplied with vegetables. |

- Oar lithologists were equally zealous with our
botanists, but they were still less fortunate.

They met with nothing on the mountains, in the

ravines, and on the shore, but alight argillaceous,
stone very easily decomposed, and which is a
species of marl. They found likewise blocks of

Sept.

granite, the veins of which contained crystallised

feld spar ; some rounded fragments of porphyry
and jasper ; but they observed no trace of metal.
Shells are not more abundant, with the exception
of some superh heliotes, of which the pearl is of
the most beautiful orient. They are even nine
inches long and four in breadth. The other
shells are not worth enumerating.*  The eastern
and southern coast of old California are much
richer in this part of natural history. They
afford oysters containing pearls equal in beauty
and magnitude to those of Ceylon, or the Per-
sian Gulph. These would aleo be an article of
great value and certain sale at China; but it

# There are also small oviles, whelks, and different sea snails,
Put they are not at all curious.

P 3
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1786. i impossible for the Spaniards to give activity to -
Sept- 411 the means of mdusfry Wthh their country

22,

farnishes.
On the 22d in the evening every thing was em-

barked, and we took leave of the governor and

missionaries. We carried away with us as large
a store of provisions as when we departed from
Conception. The whole stock of pou'itry of Mr.
Fages and the missionaries had been transferred
into our hencoops, and we were supplied with
corn, beans, and pease in such plenty, that they
had left themselves scarcely more than was
stri cfiy necessary. They refused for a long time
to receive any pztymem, and vielded only to owr
pressing offers, in consequence of tho representa-
tion we made to them, that they were the adni-
nistrators and not the proprictors of the stores

-of the missions.

23
24.

On the 23d, the wind was contrary, and in the
morning of the 24th, we set sail with a brecze
from the west. Don Estevan Martinez had regu-

larly come on board at day-break, and his long-

~boat and crew were constantly at our disposal,

’ skins,

and had rendered us every assistance.  Indeed I
can. but feebly expross the gratitude we owe him

‘for this estimable conduct, as well as Mr. Vincent

Vassadre.y Vega, a young man of talents and
merit, who was on the point of repairing to China,
to conclude a treaty relative to the trade of otter

.
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CHAPTER XIL

Astronomical Observations—Comparison of the Re-
sults obtained by the Distances of the Sun and
Moon and our Timekeepers, Lu/'zclz have served as
the Basis of our Chart of the American Coast—
Reasons for thinking that our Work is intitled to
the Confidence of Navigators—Vocabulary of the
Language of the different Nations in the Neigh-
bowurhcod of Monterey, with Remarks on their
Pronunciation.

WHILE our people were employed in collect-
‘ing the necessary supply of wood &nd water, M.
chrelet went on shore with his quadrant, for the
purpose of determining the latitude of Monterey
with the greatest precision. He regretted, that
circumstances did not permit me to remain a
sufficient time to resume the comparison of the
rate of our timekeepers, The theft of the book
of observations by the savages of Port des Fran-
cais had occasioned some lmle uncertainty con-
cerning the daily loss of N° 19, by the help of
which we had determined all the points of the

215
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American eoast.. This astronomer was even of

opinion, that he ought to reject the comparisons-
made upon Cenotaph Island, and gave the pre-
| P4 v
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y-g5. ference to these of f the bay of Talcaguana in Chili,
Sept. thoush too old perhaps to deserve an entire con-

"lengitudes deduced from the comparison ef th

fidence. But it must not be overlooked, that we
every day compared the res nlt of the lonmtude
given by the time-keeper, with that obtame&
fium observations of lunar distances made’ on
board each frigate, and that the perfect and con-
stant qwreemeﬁt of these results leaves no doubt
as to the accuracy of those on which we hav
fixed. S
As persons who arz minute in their resmrches
may be desirous of knowing the limits of error,
of which the determinations of the longitude at
sea, deduced from observations of lunar dwmnees,

“may be susceptible, it’ will not be 1mproper to

give some account of them.

Theory, assisted by a long course of observa-
tious, has hitherto never afforded tables of the-
moon’s motion that are strictly accurate. Ne»(
vertheless, considering the degree of precision to
which these tables have already arrived, this first

_source of error cannot leave an uncertainty of -

more than 407 or 507 of time, at the most, and
usually not more than 307, which answer only to
a quarter of a degree of longitude: for the niea

motion of the moon with regmd to the sun i§ half
a minute of & degree for each minute of tlme, and
the minute of time answers to a quarter of 3
degree of longitude, “Whence it follows, '

distances observed at sea with the distanges cal-
culated for the same periods, and for a determi-
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rate meridian, cannot be affected by the error of 1736
the tables, if there be an error, to a greater extent Sept
than a quarter of a degree in most cases, while it
will often be less,

The second source of error is that which arises
from the imperfection of the instruments, and the
want of accuracy or skillin the observer: but the
difference here cannot be ascertained with the
same precision as that which results from the
error of the tables.

With regard to octants and sextants, the limit
of error depends, as to the instrument, on the
accuracy of the divisions, and as to the observer,
first, on the difficulty of verifying the point of 0,
and secondly, on ‘that of well observing the con-
tact of the two luminaries, which depends on the
excellence of sight of the observer, and Ins skill
and experience.

The reflecting circles have no cause of error
in common wuth sextants and octants, but the
difficulty of the observation of the contacts;
while they have many advantages over them,
which renders their use more certain. The prin-
c:pal of these is, that the error to be feared in the
verification is in reality destroyed, because the
observations being successively made in two di-

- rections, to the right and the left, this verification
may be dispensed with. As to the inaccuracy
of the divisions, it is reduced at pleasure by
repeating the observationsa greater or less num-
ber of times: and it depends only on the patience
of the observer, whether the error arising from
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rate meridian, cannot be affected by the error of i786.
the tables, if there bean error, to a greater extent Sept.
than a quarter of a degree in most cases, W hile it
will often be less,

The second source of error is that which arises
from the imperfection of theinstruments, and the
want of accuracy or skill in the observer: but the
difference here cannot be ascertained with the
same precision as that which results from the
error of the tables. . :

With regard to octants and sextants, the limit
of error depends, as to the instrument, on the
accuracy of the divisions, and as to the observer,

first, on the difficulty of verifying the point of 0,

- and secondly, on that of well observing the con-
tact of the two luminaries, which depends on the
excellence of sight of the onserver and his skill
and experience. :

The reflecting circles have no cause of error

in common th sextants and octants, but the
difficulty of the observation of the econtacts;
while they have many advantages over them,
which renders their use more certain. The prin-

scipal of these is, that the error to be feared in the
verification is in reality destroyed, because the
observations being successively made in two di- -
rections, to the right and the left, this verification

may be dispensed with. As to the inaccuracy
of the divisions, it is reduced at pleasure by
repeating the observations a greater or less num-
ber of times: and it depends only on the patience
of the observer, Wh@ther the ermr arising from

et TR
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st shall not at last be considered as nothing.*
After having thus established the limits of error,
we are warranted to conclude,-that our mean
result, for the determination of the longitude by
funar distances, could not in any case h'wo been
affected by an error of more than a quarter of a
degree ; for having constantly employed the re-
flecting circle; having never neglected in each

pem'uon to repeat the observation as often as
circumstances would permit, and the observers
being also perfectly experienced, we had nothing
to fear but the trivial error, which might arise
from the imperfection of the lunar tables.

We could therefore employ with certainty the
results of these operations, repeated almost
c‘hiiy, to ascertain the regularity of the time-
keeper by comparing them with the result of this
instrument. We likewise placed some con-
fidence, and with reason, in the combination and
constant agreement of the several results of
observations made in different circumstances, and
separately, as I have remarked, on board each
vessel, And these observations, serving mutually
to confirn each other, have afforded a common
and incontestable proof of the steady regularity of
the timekeeper, N° 19, by the assistance of which
we have determined the longitudes of all the
points of the American coast, that were explored

* The sexfants we used were made by the English artist
Ramsden.  The reflecting circles, invented by M. de Borda,
were executed by Lenoir, a French mathematical and astrona-

mical instrument-niaker,
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by us. The precautions of every kind, which we 1786.

have multiplied and accumulated, give me the
“assurance, that our determinations have acquired
a degree of precision, which entitles them to
the confidence both of navigators and the
learned..

The utility of timekeepers at sea is so gene-
rally acknowledged, and so clearly explained in
the Voyage of M. de Fleurieu, that we shall
speak of the advantages they afforded us, with no
other view than to show how far M. Berthoud has
‘exceeded the limits assigned to his art; since,

- after a period of eighteen months, his timekeepers
N°18 and 19 have afforded results equally satis-
factory with those at our departure, and have
permitted us to determine our exact position in
longitude several times a day, from which M.
Berm zet has drawn the chart of the coast of
America.¥

This chart undoubtedly leaves much to be de-

sired with regard to detail : but we can answer
for the principal points of the coast, which
were determined with precision, as well as for

'it’s direction. It appeared in general to be safe;

for we saw no breakers in the offing. - There may

* T must remark, that the business of astronomical observations
and charts was common to both vessels ; and as M. Monge had
qultted us at Teneriffe, M. de Langle, who is himselfa very g good
'astronomer, remamcd charged with the direction of this labour,
in which he was assisted by Messrs. Vaujuas, Lauriston, and Blon-
delas. The latter alse drew part of the charts from the observa-
tions that were put into his hands. :

Sept.
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1737, however be shoals near the coast, but we have no
S:pte pegson to presume, that this is the case.

AL de Lamanon, by whom the foilowing notes
wrere written, is of opinion, that it is ez;tx:ez}ae}.y
difficult to give exact vocabularies of the idioms
of the different nations in the vicinity of l\ﬁom
terey; and he can only answer for the pains and
care he has taken to avoid the adoption of error,
e would probably have placed little dependence
on his own observations, if he had not found at
the missicn, where he passed four days, two
Tudians, who, from their acquaintance with the
Spanish language, were of the greatest assistance
to him.

I must remark from his observations, that there
is no country perhaps where the different idioms
are so multiplied as in North California. The
numerous hordes which divide it, though very
near to one another, live isolated, and have each
a particular language.  The diffcolty of learning
them all is some consolation to the missionarics
for their inability to understand any of them:
and they are obliged for their sermons and ‘
death-bed exhortations to make use of an inter
preter.

Monterey, and the mission of San Carlos,
which is dependent upon it, comprehend the
country of the Achastlians and the Ecclemachs.
Of the two languages of these people, who are
partly united in the same mission, would scon be
compounded a third, if the Christian Indians
should cease to communicate with those of the
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rancheries. The language of the Achastlians is 1736,

adapted to the feeble developement of their under-
standing. As they have few abstract ideas, they
‘have few words to express them. They did not
appear to us to distinguish even all the species of
animals by different names. They give the same
name, ouakache, both to toads and frogs, and they
make no difference in the appellations of vege-
tables which are employed in the same uses.
Their epithets to qualify moral objects are most]y
borrowed from the sense of taste, which is the
sense they are most delighted to gratﬁ‘y Thus
the word missick denotes a good man, and savoury
food, and the word keches a ‘bad man, and meat
that is tainted.

They distinguish the plural from the singular;
they conjugate some tenses of verbs, but they
have no declensions. Their substantives are
~ much more numerous than their adjectives; and
they never employ the labials FB, nor the letter

. They have the chr, like the inhabitants of

Port des Trancais; as chrskonder, bird; chruk,
hut; but their p‘ronunoiation is in general
softer. ‘ S

The dipthong ou is found in more than half
their words; chouroui, to sing 3 touroun, the skin;

Sept

touours, the nails; and the most common initial

consonants are T and K. The terminations fre-
quently vary.

They make use of their fingers to count as far
as ten; but few of them can do this from

memory, and independently of every external
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succeeds eight, they begin by counting with
their fingers one, two, &c. and stop when they
have pronounced nine. Without this help they
can seldom reach as far as fve.

Their numerical terms are,

One —_ - moukala.

Two — — " oulis.

Three — -~ capes.

Four = —  outitis

Five —_— — 7s.

Six* — - — etesake.

Seven e . kalets.

Eight —  — C—  oulousmasalhen.
Nine S — pak.

Ten — —~  — {onla.

The Country of the Ecélemac‘hs extends more

-than twenty leagues to the eastward of Mon-~

terey. The language of it’s inhabitants is totally
different from those of all it’s neighbours, and has

even a greater resemblance to the languages of

Europe than to-those of America. This gram-
matical phenomenon, the most curious in this
respect which has yet been observed on this
continent, will perhaps be interesting to such of
the learned who endeavour, from the comparison
of languages, to elucidate the history of the
transplanting of nations. It appears, that the
languages of America have a distinct character,
which absolutely separates them from those of
the ancient continent. By comparing them with
those of Brasil, Chili, and part of Califernia, as
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- well as with the numerous vocabularies given by 1735,

‘different travellers, we find that in general the SePt

American languages arc deficient in several
labial letters, and particularly the letter ¥, which
the Ecclemachs employ and pronounce like the
Europeans. The idiom of this nation is alse
richer than that of the other tribes of California,
though it cannot be compared with the lan-
guages of civilised nations. If these circum-
stanices should lead to the conclusion, that the
Ecclemachs are strangers in'this part of America,
it maust be admitted, at least, that they have
resided here for a considerable period: for they
differ neither in colour, in features, nor in their
general make and external appearance, from
the rest of the nations in this part of the con-
tinent. ’ :
"Their numerical terms are,
- One — e ek

Two w— ~— - oulach.
Three — — — oullef
Four —_— amniahon.

~ Five — — — penaca.

S Six — — o — pekoulana.
Séeven — —  — houlakoalano. )
Eight —  —  koulefala.

' Nine  — = — kamakoualane.
Ten — — — tomoila. :
Friend — — — .mgefech.
Bow —: — — pagounach,

Beard —~ — - iscotre.



294 VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

1786. Todance — —  m¢fpa

‘Sept. . Teeth — — - COUT
Seal — — —  opopabos.
No * — — — madl
Yes v — ike.
Father — — — Q0L
Mother —~— — alvia.
Star — — — aimoulas,

Night _— toumanes.



