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Journal of Tomas de Suria
of his Voyage with Malaspina to
the Northwest Coast of America in 1791

Edited and Translated by Henry R. Wagner
Introduction

After the conclusion of the peace with England in 1783, the
Spanish government set on foot a series of explorations by land
and sea with the object of improving their maps and especially
their hydrographic maps. After some exploration in the At-
lantic it was decided that it was necessary to improve the gen-
eral map of the west coast of North and South America. Sep-
tember 10, 1788, Alejandro Malaspina and José Bustamante
y Guerra, both commanders in the royal navy, proposed a
scientific voyage around the world with two corvettes. Besides
the geographical objects of the proposed voyage, an investiga-
tion of the political state of Spanish America, relative to Spain,
and that of other nations, was to be made, which would include
not only the collection of curiosities, plants, etc., but also of
statistics of the productions of the various countries. The plan
was approved by the king and two new corvettes of about 300
tons each were constructed under the direct supervision of
Malaspina himself. The vessels sailed from Cadiz July 30,
1789. Malaspina was in command of the Descubierta and Bus-
tamante of the Atrevida. Scientists were numerous, Antonio
Pineda, Felipe Bausi, Luis Nee, Tadeo Haenke, and some
others. Two painters accompanied the expedition, José del
Pozo and José Guio.

It was not until February and March, 1791, that the two
vessels reached Acapulco, Mexico. Here two astronomers
joined them, José Espinosa y Tello and Ciriaco Zevallos.
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Meanwhile both of Malaspina’s painters had become sick
and left the expedition. T'wo others, Fernando Brambila and
Juan Ravenet, were ordered to proceed from Spain and join
him, but in the meantime, urgent orders came to explore the
northwest coast, and Tomas de Suria, a painter living in
Mexico, was appointed by the viceroy to fill the place. Suria’s
journal, the translation of which we are publishing, contains
a passably good account of the voyage until the arrival at
Nootka and it is not necessary to make a summary of the voy-
age at this point. Suffice it to say that Malaspina’s vessels sailed
from Acapulco May 1, 1791, and sighted the coast in latitude
¢6° 17 on June 23. From here Malaspina proceeded to Yakutat
Bay. A most interesting account of this has been preserved for
us by Suria which differs in some respects from the official
narrative.

The object of this hurried expedition to the northwest coast
was to see if a passage to the Atlantic could be found as de-
scribed by Lorenzo Ferrer Maldonado, who claimed to have
passed through it from the Atlantic in 1588. This passage,
which he called the Estrecho de Anian, was stated by him to
lie in 60°. Therefore when the expedition reached Yakutat
Bay a search for the passage began. Malaspina had high hopes
that at the east end of this bay such a passage would be found
but a boat expedition soon destroyed the delusion. From here
Malaspina sailed west without approaching the coast very
closely until near Cape Suckling. He only reached as far west
as Hinchinbrook Island and did not enter Prince William
Sound. As a matter of fact by this time he was convinced that
no such strait existed and therefore became very lukewarm in
the search for it. On the 27th of July he gave up his search for
the strait and began his return voyage along the coast. He
finally reached Nootka August 12, and after making some as-
tronomical observations sailed on August 28 and on September
12 entered Monterey Bay. October 10 he anchored in San Blas.
From here he made his way westward to Manila, examined the
Philippine Islands and then visited Botany Bay. After some
exploration in this neighborhood and the South Sea islands the
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expedition returned to Callao and from there by way of Cape
Horn to Spain.

A great mass of material relating to this voyage still remains
unpublished, much of it in what was known as the Depésito
Hydrografico but which now forms a part of the collection in
the Museo Naval. The first publication of the voyage to the
northwest coast occurs in an “Examen historico-critico de los
viajes y descubrimientos apécrifos del Capitan Lorenzo Ferrer
Maldonado, de Juan de Fuca y del Almirante Bartolomé de
Fonte.” This memoir was begun by Martin Fernindez de
Navarrete and concluded after his death by his son. It was
published in 1849 in Tomo XV of the Coleccién de Documentos
Inéditos para la Historia de Espaiia. In 1884 Captain Pedro
de Novo y Colson published the Fiaje politico-cientifico alre-
dedor del mundo por las corvetas Descubierta y Atrevida. An
account of the northwest expedition contained in the latter is
somewhat different from that contained in Navarrete; they
were probably written by different members of the expedition.

Suria was born at Valencia in or about April, 1761, accord-
ing to the researches made at my request by my friend Don
Federico Gémez de Orozco. In 1778 he came to Mexico with
Jerénimo Gil who had been appointed director of the school
of engraving in Mexico City. Gil took possession of the posi-
tion December 24 of that year and on the same day Suria was
placed in the mint in the engraving office. Nothing more is
known of him until he was selected by the viceroy to accompany
Malaspina to the northwest coast in 1791. Malaspina on his
return to Acapulco wrote to the viceroy November 1 highly
recommending him. In a letter written by Suria June 11, 1794,
relating his services he states that after his return to Mexico he
spent eight months in putting his sketches into proper shape. He
remained at work in the mint until November 2§, 1806, when
he was appointed an auditor of payments of the third class.
In 1813 he was still living according to a memorial of his of
that year. Sefior Gémez de Orozco has not been able to ascer-
tain when he died. He was skilled in engraving and Sefior
Orozco has a medal engraved by him on the occasion of the
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taking of the oath in Mexico to Fernando v11, also two engrav-
ings in the works of Alcocer and Bartolache.

Suria’s final sketches of which he speaks in his letter of 1794
were no doubt sent to Madrid and added to the mass of mate-
rial accumulated by Malaspina to be used in his great contem-
plated work on the Spanish colonial possessions. How much
of this remains is uncertain but no doubt much of it has disap-
peared or been mislaid. The Museo Naval has some of Suria’s
sketches, perhaps all. When the account of the Malaspina ex-
pedition was published by the Spanish government in 1884,
the sketch made by Suria of the sepulchre in Port Mulgrave
was included (page 120). Various references occur in the text
to his sketching Ankau, the sepulchre, a large house, and va-
rious scenes in Port Mulgrave and the sketching of the chiefs
at Nootka. A number of his sketches have been reproduced
recently by the Museo Naval in Madrid in a volume entitled
Reportorio de los mss., Cartas, planos y dibujos relativos a las
Californias existentes en este Museo (Madrid, 1932).

Allowing for errors in assigning Suria sketches to Brambila
who was never north of Acapulco, and to Cordero who never
saw the far northwest coast, we find the following by him re-
produced :

Plate
Vista de la pira y sepulcro del actual jefe de Mulgrave...oeneees Vi
Vista de la Bahia de Desengafio. ..o coccocemmeens S 1X
Apunte de una Mujer de Mulgrave X1
Apunte de una Mujer de Mulgrave ‘ XIII
(the title is in Suria’s handwriting)
Indio de Mulgrave......... X1V
(the title is in Suria’s handwriting) -
Indio de Mulgrave XV
Indio de Monterey XVI

(Plate XII is our Plate No 2 and Plate XIV is our No. 1.)

In addition to the above I am inclined to attribute to him
Plate IV — Vista del presidio de Monterey, and Plate XI -
India de Monterey, although in the Reportorio this is at-
tributed to Cardero [that is, Cordero] and may possibly have
been drawn by him as he was there in 1792.
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The most interesting plate in the book is Plate V on which
is written, and not in Suria’s handwriting: “Resibimiento del
Conde de la Pei Rus en la Mision del Carmelo de Montere].”
This is attributed to Brambila, but incorrectly. Malaspina
himself (page 197 of the F1aje) states that he found this picture
in the mission and that it had been painted by M. Duché de
Vancy of the La Pérouse expedition. H. H. Bancroft, in his
History of California, has an interesting account of the later
history of this sketch, which was given away in 1833. Of one
thing we may be fairly certain, and that is, that the friars of
the mission did not allow Malaspina to carry it away. I there-
fore conclude that the one in the Museo Naval is a copy made
by Suria. Besides those I have mentioned, the sketches of the -
chiefs in Nootka, Maquina and Clupaneta, are also in the
Museo Naval and the one entitled “Modo del pelear los Indios
de California” is also probably by Suria although attributed
to Brambila. It is not unlikely also that the Nootka sketches
reproduced in the atlas to the Fiage de las goletas Sutil y Mexi-
cana, published in Madrid in 1802, are by Suria. There seems
to be some vague reference in the text of the Malaspina voyage
to the Oratorio del Tais in the same work as having been drawn
by him. '

The manuscript belongs to Mr. W. R. Coe of New York
City. He has given me his kind permission to translate and
publish it and in addition has paid the expense of having the
plates made. It is greatly to be regretted that the journal is
incomplete. Not only are several leaves relating to the stay
in Nootka misplaced but several have been lost including what
we must suppose to have been the observations of Suria on the
last few days’ stay in Nootka after his return from the boat
expedition. What we deplore the most is the absence of his
account of the visit to Monterey. As the present document is
entitled “Primer Cuaderno” it is possible that the latter part
of the voyage after leaving Nootka may have been continued in
a “Segundo Cuaderno.” Both the title and the cover contain
the word “Reservado” and the one on the cover adds the word
“con juramento,” that is, “sworn.” Unfortunately in later years
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Suria, who had become almost blind, scribbled mostly unin-
telligible words on the blank pages and in one case over almost
a complete page. They generally seem to have some connection
with his bad eyes, but in some cases he has attempted to describe
the sketches. He makes much of his difficulty in obtaining in-
formation about the navigation from the officers and pilots
but in one case he has inserted several pages which are prac-
tically an exact copy of part of the log of some one of the of-
ficers which was published in the Fiaje in 1884.

In conclusion I may say that this is the only unofficial journal
with one exception that I have ever seen of any of the Spanish
voyages to the northwest coast and the frank expression of his -
opinions, which would not be tolerated in an official journal,
adds intense interest to his account.

1 wish to extend my thanks to Don Federico Gomez de
Orozco for information regarding Suria, and to Mr. W. A.
Newcombe, of Victoria, for his ethnographical notes to the
narrative. These are designated at the end by N.

HEeNRY R. WAGNER
San Marino, California
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Journal of Suria’s Voyage to the Northwest Coast
Translation

On the 16th of February, 1791, I reached the Port of Acapulco, distant from
the capital of Mexico 110 leagues, made up as follows:

From Mexico to Cuernavaca 18 leagues
From Cuernavaca to Puente de Ystla 9 leagues
From Puente de Ystla to the Amates 12 leagues
From the Amates to Santa Teresa 11 leagues
From Santa Teresa to Sumpango 16 leagues
From Sumpango to Chilpancingo 3 leagues
From Chilpancinge to Quajiniguilapa 10 leagues
From Quajiniguilapa to Peregrino xx leagues
From Peregrino to the Atajo 12 leagues
From Atajo to Acapulco 8 leagues

Total 1xo Spanish leagues

Note: This road is all through very broken country with the exception of
three plains.

The corvette dtrevide anchored in this port February 2, commander Don
José Bustamante y Guerra, capitan de fragata of the royal armada and segundo
comandante and the first of the corveta, a caballero of the Cross of Santiago.
He made his astronomical observations and sounded the port and the bay. The
botanist of the vessel, Don Luis Nee, 4 very famous Frenchman, went about
the country botanizing and found a plant called “Mimosa sensitiva” which has
the faculty of closing its leaves when touched and then opening them again.
In Figure 1a, they are seen opened, in Figure 2a, closed. The sketches of plants
they brought back for this branch of science were fairly well done but nothing
more.

Sail was made on the 26th of February for San Blas, where they were to
build a longboat, for which purpose and for any others for which they might
be needed some artisans and various experts were carried.

March 27 the corvette Descubierta, commander, Don Alejandro Malaspina,
capitan de navio of the royal navy and a caballere of the Cross of Malta, came
in. She anchored in front of the castle of San Diego and in the night was towed
in until she was moored by a cable to the silk-cotton tree on the beach, Its form
is the following. [Figure]

On the 28th I commenced work under the order of First Lieutenant of
Marines, Don Antonio Pineda, who is in charge of the section of Natural
History, and up to the 20th of the following April I had drawn various fish,
birds, quadrupeds, and the anatomy of animals, which I delivered to the com-
mander as he had asked me for them for the shipment he was about to make
to the court of all that had been done.

May 1 we set sail at 10:30 for the north. From this day the wind favored
us, although but little during the first days. Afterwards it kept freshening and
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we came to make on some days six miles (per hour). The first course was to
the south until the 4th of May, then to the west until the 14th, and now we
take a course to the northeast. , )

Today the 19th we are on the Tropic of Cancer. Up to today the best pre-
cautions have been taken on board for the purpose of preventing any kind of
contagious disease such as is usually encountered in this sailing to the north.
Our commander has ordered the sailors to clean ship three times, making them
take out their clothing and the rest of their luggage from between decks and
put it on top of the boat and longboat in order to ventilate it. Likewise the
doctor, Don Francisco Flores, has the task of finding out by means of the
eudiometer what degree of malignity is contained in the air of the ship from
the hold up, in order to make useful regulations to secure the conservation of
the health of our crew which so far continues without change.

Yesterday the troops were passed in review with their arms and clothing
and performed their exercise on the quarter deck. The commander, knowing
well that we were going to certain places where there are Indians but little
civilized and fierce, has taken good precautions for whatever might occur. He
has named the men who are to take part in the expeditions with the longboat.
These are very vigorous, most of them Galicians and some Andalusians, and
Don Cayetano Valdés is to command them. The longboat was well equipped
in Acapulco to withstand these campaigns, two doors being opened in the stern
for the ventilation of the small cabin. The arms which the men will carry are
a gun, two pistols, a cutlass, and a knife.

From the zoth we began to experiment on the air in the boatswain’s room
and in this sixty parts of good air out of 100 were found. Introduced in the
eudiometer of Abbé Fontana, with an equal quantity of nitrous gas, the mixture
resulted in sixty per cent of wholesomeness. On performing the same task in
the storeroom fifty-seven per cent of pure air was found, a difference which the
doctor attributed to the corruptible materials kept in the storeroom whose
fermentation infected the air. A corresponding experiment was also performed
on the atmospheric air and that between decks, the result being that what was
between decks was healthier than that of the atmosphere to the extent of five
parts. The doctor thought this was on account of the neighborhood of the cook-
stove in the kitchen which purified the air.

The winds continue quite fresh, although they have moderated somewhat
in the last three days. We make three or four miles per hour and are in 24°
of latitude. ,

On the 215t the ship was hove toand the commander ordered the boat to be put
in the water. This was done and Don Cayctano Valdés, Don Secundine Sala-
manca, the purser, Don Rafael de Arias, and Don Tadeo Kaeink [hereafter cor-
rectly spelled “Haenke”’], the botanist, went alongside the Atrevida. From the
Atrevida the same proceeding was followed and Don Fabio Aliponzoni, the
father chaplain and the surgeon came to our ship. Our commander did this for
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the purpose of giving out various instructions on the procedure of our voyage
to the commander of the 4trevida. For this purpose they exchanged some geo-
graphical maps of the regions of the north to which we were going and also
instructions were issued about how to combine the daily observations for lati-
tude and longitude of the two corvettes. Today we are in 25° and some
minutes of latitude, continuing a course northeast. The sun sets at 7 o'clock
and the angelus was given at 7:30.

On the 22nd the wind strengthened and we made four miles, and there is
some swell. We are in 26° of latitude. The experiments on the air were con-
tinued by the doctor. Some came from the 4¢revida in their boat because their
chronometer had gotten out of order.

On the 23d we made two and one-third miles, the wind light, latitude 2734°.
Our commander ordered the gunner to exercise the troops with the cannon and
this was begun today.

The 24th, almost calm, latitude 28°.

The 23th, we continued with but little wind.

The 26th, it dawned very clear and serene, but calm. In view of this state
of affairs the commander ordered a repetition of the cannon exercise for the
crew and soldiers. This was done and they are growing expert; the same was
done with the guns and pistols. This exercise and that with the cannon was
repeated almost every day, therefore we refrain from referring to it again.
Latitude 29°, wind fresh, although light.

On the same day, while calm, the boat of the dtrevida came with the com-
mander and officers, leaving only the man who was on watch. A splendid break-
fast was served during which there was chatter appropriate to such a place
and such occasions. Mr. Haenke played on the harpsichord with his accustomed
skill. After it was over they returned to their ship.

The 27th, the calm continued.

‘The 28th, there was some breeze, but very light.

The 29th, it freshened a little more so that we made two miles per hour
which enabled us during these days to make a degree of latitude.

On the 30th with the same breeze we made two and one-half miles, nothing
else to be noted, except that the saint’s day of Quintano * was celebrated with
the fine and spiritual wine of Malaga, kept in reserve from Spain for such
occasions, This wine had attained at Cape Horn a degree of excellence which
is unexplainable. The sun sets at 7:15 and the angelus took place at about 8.

The 31st, the wind freshened and the exercises of the cannon and the guns
were continued.

On the 15t of June we continued with variable winds which made us tack
every minute. We were looking at some light clouds. There was some heavy
head swell, but regular. The pilot, Don Juan Maqueda, says, speaking from

1 Fernando Quintano, one of the officers.
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his own experience, that without doubt farther on there are heavy seas which
have been caused by some storm. Today we are in 38° latitude.

June 2, we continue with the same wind, steering now to the west, now to
the northeast, and occasionally to the northwest, with which we go a little
faster, for we then make three miles; the weather somewhat squally and cloudy.

June 3, the same wind continues and the weather is worse, as every moment
squalls blow which, although they worry the official who is on watch, soon
pass away. Latitude 33° and some minutes. The experiments with the eudio-
meter continue and the cleaning between decks and that of the cabin, sweeping
and scraping up the dirt that sticks to the floor, all with favorable results, very
much to the satisfaction of our commander who gives the orders and to the
doctor and his assistant, Don Tadeo, who are very diligent in preventing any
unfortunate casualty among our crew.

June 4. It dawned very cloudy and quite cold and a very fresh wind con-
tinued which kicked up a very heavy swell. We went to tacking but gained
little ground for the wind was almost ahead, which in technical terms is called

“short wind.” It rained and all the portholes on the leeward side were closed,
as the water could enter them, on account of the list of the ship. This opera-
tion is always practiced on such occasions, as well as that of covering with
tarred strong linen the window in the quarter deck and which opens on the
cabin. Chairs, tables, and other necessary utensils were strongly tied.

On the sth the wind moderated a little in the morning but later it came back
to blow strong again and it rained about 3 o’clock in the afterncon, leaving
behind a calm, and a heavy sea, very regular. Latitude 3414°.

The 6th dawned with the weather serene and the wind short, steering to-
wards the west; at night we sailed well. Latitude 35°.

The #th, in the morning we had a fresh wind and from midday a calm until
midnight, when the wind became fresh again and the sky overcast.

On the 8th the wind freshened, and was more quartering. At midday we
were in 36° some minutes, the latitude of Monterey, distance from the coast
224 leagues.

The g9th, the same wind continued without change. A general clean-up was
made and an experiment was made by the doctor on the air which is breathed
in the whole ship. The result was satisfactory as all the endeavor of our com-
mander is to prevent any pest, and up to the present time favorable results
have been obtained by means of these continuous ship cleanings.

The 10th, the wind blew somewhat stronger, but at midday, we were be-
calmed although with a regular swell, so high that some very uncomfortable
rolls were felt, and in one of these the foresail sheet went to pieces. Latitude
38° and some minutes.

On the 11th the calm continued and on this account the exercises with the
cannon and the guns were repeated.
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On the 12th the wind was stronger. At night, that is at the hour of the
angelus, which was at 8 o'clock, we were going six miles, and at midnight,
eleven miles, with much swell and heavy seas which made us close all the
portholes and furl the gallant sails, leaving us only under the mainsail, main-
topsail, the foresail, and the foretopsail. The ship rolled heavily from port
to starboard.

The 13th, the wind increased still more and the main top gallant masts
were taken down and reefs were taken in the topsail, the foresail, and the
foretopsail. The meals were something to laugh about because the plates kept
dancing about and everything else rolling around so that nobody could hold
them. We made three degrees of latitude to 41°.

The same wind continued although not so strong. The yards were put back
in place, the portholes were opened, and the wind being more astern, we made
two degrees from yesterday, being now in 43°. It rained a good deal and has
done so every day since the 12th.

On the 15th the wind has been variable, but always fresh. We have made
one degree, being in 44°.

The 16th, the favorable wind continues. It has rained since yesterday after-
noon, but stopped at midday, at which hour we are in 4534°. At this latitude
it is as cold as on the most severe day of a rigorous winter in Mexico, and here
it is summer. It is 8 o'clock at night and the sun is setting. The rays shine
straight through the porthole of my cabin and give me light to write at this
hour.

The 17th, we continued with the wind astern in the direction of northeast,
latitude 46°, the weather cloudy, dark and drizzling. Some ropes which were
too old for the work have been replaced. The cold is increasing but with it
comes the desire for eating and for drinking good wine. The common wine
on board is of San Lucar.

The 18th, the fog continues, although occasionally it clears up a bit so the
sun can be seen. In the morning we had a calm: with some rolls so heavy that
at times the point of the lower studding sail boom touched the water. This
always happens when there is a calm and a heavy regular sea, because as the
ship cannot be steered without wind the waves move her and make her reel
according to their course and direction. In the afternoon a breeze on the quarter
blew and kept increasing so that we made two degrees of latitude during the
afternoon and night, being then in 48° of latitude.

On the 19th, the wind was variable, now from the south and now from
the east. It finally became settled in the southwest. We are sailing six miles
and it is cloudy. From the latitude of Monterey we have had more and more
cloudiness every day. We are in 50°.

The 20th, we had the same variable winds but it became fixed in the south-
west. In the afterncon the boat was put into the water and our commander
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with some officers went on board the 4 trevida, which is to leeward, very near
us for the last three days. It is quite marvelous that in this latitude the seas
should be so moderate that the boat can be put in the water. We are in 52°
latitude, in front of the Isla Carlotta,? but it cannot be seen as we are too dis-
tant from the coast. It is now 8:45 in the afterncon (because with the daylight
we cannot call it night), the sun has just set and the angelus is after nine.
Twilight continues until 10 and later, begins again at 2 in the morning and
the sun rises at 2:30.

The 21st, day dawned very clear and cloudless and remained so until 5:30
in the afternoon when it clouded over. We had calm; we are in 53° some
minutes, and the winds are variable.

‘The 22nd, the weather continues clear and the wind stronger. We have
made one and a half degrees as we are now at 54° 30.

The 23d, a day memorable for the day and what occurred, namely the dis-
covery off the bow to starboard at about 8:30 in the morning of the first land
on the north coast. This land is a cape which extends far out to sea and which
they call “Engafio.” # The top of it is covered with snow. It looks like a great
island but in the afternoon we found out it was an ensenada which this cape
forms with the coast, a very extensive one which Quadra called “Susto” on
account of the many shoals which it contains.* In a little while all the coast
showed up. It was about ten leagues in length, all of very broken and moun-
tainous land, with some peaks and points very sharp and unequal whose sum-
mits were covered with snow, just like the mountain at the cape. Various
ravines and declivities by the shape of the snow could be recognized. The
geographer, Don Felipe Bauza, and the first pilot, Don Juan Maqueda, marked
it and found it to lie in latitude 57°. From here the coast begins to turn
towards the west forming an extensive horseshoe which ends in Bering’s Strait,
where the last part of America ends, and Asia then continues. The geographer
drew a view of the cape and I drew another. At night the cape was astern.

The 24th, the day dawned very fine and clear. We are in 58° latitude. We
continue looking at the coast which is broken. The Punta del Cabo del Engafio
was covered with snow and the tops of the mountains on land all very rough
and broken. Off the bow some very high mountains were seen, also all covered
with snow. In the afternoon these were distant eight leagues. The geographer
marked them and drew a view of them and I drew another. During the night
we had a wind from the south which carried us towards land and it was neces-
sary to stand off to keep away from the coast.

2 Queen Charlotte Islands.

3 Cape and Mt Edgecumbe, so named by Captain Cook. Bodega had named the cape
“BEngafio” and the mountain “Jacinto” in 1775.

41 doubt this. Bodega himself gave no reason for nammg the place “Susto.” It was
Sitka Sound.
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On the 25th it dawned clear and we found we had doubled Cabo Buen
Tiempo ® (so it is called) but we had not gained anything because we were
off it. We saw near at hand the mountains referred to. Allow me to give a
description of them because to anyone not accustomed to see such a sight they
are the greatest wonder.

A chain of mountains, with Mount Buen Tiempo, the highest and the
greatest, hangs over the sea, forming an angle, all of a wonderful magni-
tude. It causes the greatest wonder and admiration to see them all covered
with the purest snow from the foot to the summit, and the eyes do not get
tired of looking at them. I placed myself on the poop in order to make a sketch
of them but the frigid air which came off them made me stop very soon as I
could not stand it. I went down to the quarter gallery on the port side and
there without being so cold I drew a view, a great part of which the geographer
adopted, adding it to the rest of the collection. Today we are in 58° 40'.

The 26th dawned cloudy and with the whole coast covered with clouds. We
tacked several times as the winds were contrary for the direction in which
we were proceeding. Today another range of mountains came in sight, more
covered with grass and trees, but various streaks of snow on the side presented
a pleasing view. Among them one streak which reaches down from the summit
to the beach is very wide and ran in a wriggly manner. Between the geographer
and myself we secured a good view of them.

The 27th dawned cloudy and rainy. At 7 in the morning we found ourselves
at the mouth of the bay of the Puerto de Mulgrave.® This port had a very wide
entrance. On the port side the coast continues with a range of mountains, very
steep and rough, and black from the foot halfway up. This with the contrast
of the snow on the summits and some gorges above make a beautiful sight,
although wild and uncommon. To enter the mouth we had to double a small
point of low land all covered with snow. On the starboard side and in front
of the coast are many islands and low rocks all densely forested with pine trees.
From now on the cold began to bother us a great deal, so much so that we
could hardly stand it, as there was so much snow on all sides and the fog was
so thick that we could scarcely see the 4 ¢revida, although she was quite close
to us, When in the middle of this first small bay the geographer saw an opening
which divided the range of mountains, forming a small strait. Within, a small
ensenada presented itself to our view. Great was the joy of the commander and
of all the officers because they believed, and with some foundation, that this
might be the so much desired and sought-for strait, which would form a passage
to the North Sea of Europe and which has cost so much trouble to all the
nations in various expeditions which they have made for simply this end, and
for the discovery of which a great reward has been offered. They now took out

5 Another name given by Cook. It is Fairweather in English.

8 Discovered by La Pérouse but entered and named “Mulgrave” by George Dixon
in 1787.
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the manuscript of Ferrer Maldonado,” who marks this strait in the same lati-
tude of 50° 30’ of which we are talking and longitude [blank] and even the
figures and the perspective agree with that which he gives. Ferrer Maldonado
passed through a strajt in the sixteenth century; I do not know in what year,
and had the glory of being the first and the last, as since then there has been
no other, although it has been very frequently sought. According to his account
we had on the starboard side the last point of America and on the port side
the first of Asia. Transported with joy our commander steered towards the
opening, sounding at each instant, but when near it forty fathoms were found,
and he determined to anchor in the Puerto de Mulgrave, discovered in the
year 1787 by Dixon, and from there with the boats of the two corvettes, which
" are well equipped, to reconnoiter this entrance and a great piece of coast which
is to be explored before reaching the Puerto de Principe Guillermo, discovered
by Captain Cook. With this thought we veered and doubled the point of the
first island, We entered another small bay, and discovered the islands referred
to which are numerous and very close together. We commenced to tack as the
wind was zhead.

In a little while we saw coming towards us at great speed two canoes of
Indians which shortly arrived alongside. The first view, when they were near,
was one of great astonishment, both for the Indians and for us; for the Indians
because they did not cease looking at the ships, although they advised us and
we soon verified it, that these were not the first that they had seen; for us,
because such strange and marvelous-subjects presented themselves to our sight.8
They were dressed in skins of various colors, well-tanned, large and flexible.
With one which hangs from a skin tied around their waist they cover. their
private parts and the other which reaches to the knees they hang from the
shoulder like a cape. The skins seem to be of bears, tigers, lions,® and some of
deerskins, and of marmots, with the hair outside. Their aspect would not be
so disagreeable, although always wild, but the crude colors with which they
paint themselves disfigure them entirely, as it seems that their idea of gala
dress is to make themselves look as horrible as possible. Their hair is very thick
and flaccid without any dressing or care, loose in the wayward natural manner,
and covered with the greatest abundance of red ochre and grease, which ac-
cording to the odor must be deer grease.!® As soon as they were close to the
ladder all except the steersman stood up, and at the sound of a stentorian and
frightful voice which the ugliest one, who was in the center, uttered, they all

7 See the writer's 4 pocryphal Voyages for an account of this man.

8 Yakutat Bay natives belong to the Tlingit linguistic family of the northwest coa
being the northernmost branch. Many early journals refer to the Tlingits as “Koluschat
(with various spellings). N.

9 There were no lions, possibly skins of the large Alaska brown bear were mistak
for lions. N.

10 A1l the northwest coast tribes appear to have smeared their hair with grease a
powdered it with red ochre and soot. N.
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extended their hands together in the form of a cross with great violence, and
turning their heads to one side intoned a very sad song in their language, which,
however, preserved tune and time. It was composed of only three notes although
the measure varied. Soon they continued with other songs in this style, but
very agreeable and sonorous.’* Amid all that confusion the one in the middle
could be heard dictating the words with a loud voice and carrying the measure,
making various contortions and movements for this purpose, now to orie side
and now to the other, with his right arm extended and at times looking towards
the sun. The others understood him perfectly, keeping good time. On other
occasions, after a short pause, they continued with a great shout, repeating
it three times, and, striking the palms of their hands against those who were
carrying the tune and those of the rowers, finished by extending their arms in
the form of the cross.

The corvettes continued tacking until they doubled the point of another
island where the Puerto de Mulgrave opened. Our commander then made
signs to the Indians who had come aboard our ships to exchange sea-otter skins
for beads which the corvettes brought for this purpose to go ashore. They
understood the signal and went away, but they did not stop for this reason
following us all the afternoon, always singing sonps which, although harsh
on account of the pronunciation, were not very disapreeable. The king or chief
went about directing his canoces in one made of skin, shaped like a weaver's
shuttle with 2 deck of the same material in which there were two perfectly
round holes by which they enter and leave, and which reach to their walst,
where they tie them.'? In these canoes they pass from one island to the other,
and when there are bad storms and heavy seas they get inside them and leave
them to the force of the waves, and are very secure as water does not enter
anywhere, Finally at 7:30 in the afternoon we anchored in ten fathoms of
water, about a pistol shot from the beach, and put out the small boats. This
bay is very beautiful, all surrounded with various rocky islands, covered with
big pine forests which present a very beautiful view. I do not know its size
but from what can be seen it seems to me it might be a little more or less than
six leagues in circumference.

The 28th dawned with a very thick fog and very cold. Nevertheless our
commander went on shore accompanied by various officers, soldiers, and armed
sailors. The Indians made the sign of peace and sang so loudly that the shouting
was heard on board. This day the place for taking water was found out from
the cacique who pointed it out by signs, although we bhad some difficulty in
.understanding him. It is on a very pleasant island towards the east. The com-
mander had various conferences with them, all amusing, which will be told
when their character, dress, and religion are deseribed.

11'We bave many accounts of the patives grecting strangers with song. N.
12 About the southern limit of this type which is known as a “Kyak" among the
Aleutians to the north and a “Bidarka” by the Russians. N.
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The 29th, the fog cleared up somewhat and the observatory, a field tent,
was put ashore. The Indians continued to be very sociable and in return for
clothes buttons, which they hang as pendants from their ears, gave us some
rich, fresh salmon, at the rate of one for a button. This fish in the north is
the most delicate thing which can be imagined. We could never satisfy our-
selves with it notwithstanding that we ate an abundance of it. The chief, with
his two sons, the eldest very ferocious and gigantic, asked the commander by
signs to be allowed to come aboard. This the commander promised. He was
entertained in the captain’s cabin today. There was much to wonder at about
these three men. The chief was an old, venerable and ferocious looking man
with a very long gray beard, in a pyramidal form, his hair flaccid and loose
on his shoulders. False hair over it in various locks, without any order or
arrangement, made him look like a monster. A large lion skin 1® for a cape
was gathered in at the waist and left entirely bare his breast, arms, thighs, and
endowments, very muscular and strong. All gave him a somewhat majestic
air, which he manifested by speaking but little, measuredly, and with a sound
which at times seemed to be the bellow of a bull. At other times it was softer
and in speaking to his sons it was sweeter than in conversation. The elder of
these was more than two yards tall, equally stout and muscular. He had his
hair loose which, on account of its thickness, seemed like a horse’s mane. It
was very black like that of his beard. He was dressed in a black bear skin and
very hairy, also in the form of a cloak which he fastened with some ornament,
leaving bare at times all his nakedness, and passing to and fro over the quarter-
deck, very proud and straight, his Jook full of ire, arrogant, and condescending.
They both began to explain to us by signs that other ships had been there and
that they had seen them. These we inferred were those of Dixon which were
there in 1787. They also explained to us about some battle with very strange
gestures and postures, which showed us they ‘were very warlike. What we
could draw from all their signs was that a short time before they had fought
some other cacique who had killed the son of their chief. They showed us his
helmet which was of 2 figure, and an extraordinary construction of wood, copper,
and of straw cloth, and with a mask in front which appeared to be 2 wolf.14

From the 29th of June to July 2 little happened ; only wood and water were
taken and some skins were obtained in exchange at great cost as there were
some of the crew who for a third of one skin dressed an Indian from head to
foot. Today the boats left, well provided with arms, troops, and supplies for
fifteen days. They went in search of the strait which I spoke of on the 27th
of last month, and each one of our officers promised himself to find it, but they
reckoned without their host. Qur commander was in charge and in his longboat
was Don Felipe Bauza, the geographer, and in that of the Atrevida Don

18 Possibly the skin of an Alaskan brown bear.

14 A war helmet of wood, copper, and straw (straw - spruce root basketry — wolf
carving, representing a leading crest of the Tlingit). N.
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Antonio Tovar. On the 3d, during the exchange of skins, some Indians on
board stole some trifles and were made to produce them by the threat of punish-
ment. This was told to the chief who regretted it very much, and gave his
orders and in a little while they brought back what had been stolen. The result
of this was some feeling which we noticed and we began to see them armed
with bows and arrows, knives and lances. On a jacket and a cape belonging to
a sailor being stolen at the watering place, and on having seriously threatened
the chief it was noted that they became irritated with us. A tree where we were
taking wood fell close to one of them who became frightened and immediately
laid hands on his knife, and all the others stood up in a state of preparedness.
On account of my commission, and because the officers who accompanied me for
the purpose of copying what was extraordinary and particular about their
houses, had abandoned me, I saw myself in great peril in the house of the chief.
I had scarcely commenced to work when with a great cry the cacique spoke to
me in his language in an imperious tone and a threat that I should suspend my
work. Engrossed in my work I paid little attention to him when the third time
there was a grand chorus of shricks by all the Indians. I came to myself and
suspended my work which was well started. They caught hold of me and
pushed me. I began to shout for my own people, but when I turned my face
I did not see a single one. They formed a circle around me and danced around
me knives in hand singing a frightful song, which seemed like the bellowing
of bulls. In such circumstances I resolved to carry out their mood and I began
to dance with them, They let out a shout and made me sit down, and by force
made me sing their songs which according to the gestures which they made I
understood as ridiculing me. In such a situation I feigned ignorance and
shouted louder making the same contortions and gestures. They were very much
pleased at this and I was able with my industry to gain their good will with a
figure which I sketched for them with a coat ete., and dressed like ourselves.
They marveled very much at this and began pointing at it with a finger exclaim-
ing “Ankaul” “Ankau!” which is to say “Sefior”, and as they call their chief.
So they quieted down and insisted on giving me fish to eat. I exeused myself as
much as I could but seeing that they threatened me I had to eat. Soon they
offered me some women, pointing out some and reserving for me some others.
Seeing that I did not move they then made signs to me with their hands that
they were giving them to me so I might violate them. At this moment a sailor
arrived who was looking for me as the boat was going aboard. I complained
to some of the officers that they had abandoned me and they excused themselves
by telling me that the natives who had remained on the beach were peaceable
and therefore they had inferred that they would not do me any harm. 1 forgot
to say that as soon as they saw the sailor, they believed that more were coming
and I took occasion of the opportunity to get away.

On the 4th the two corvettes continued taking wood and an Indian threat-
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ened to strike Don. José Bustamante. This had the effect of our again distrust-
ing them and they us, because they were aggrieved when by way of punishment
the trade in skins on board was suspended, and because they have always seen
the officers of the Atrevida with their commander well armed, and ourselves
as well because we considered the unfortunate consequences which might happen
to us if these natives molested us, who like warriors at the least thing became
angry. At 5 in the afternoon the two longboats were seen doubling the point
of a small rocky island and entering this bay. They were rowing and sailing.
They arrived and the commander and the geographer told us that at about
twelve on the 2d they found themselves at the mouth of the strait. The tide
was against them and so they waited to enter it and anchored until the next
day. On the 3d they entered and found all their hopes frustrated, because what
they believed to be a strait was a port entirely closed on all sides by very steep
high mountains. Nevertheless they did all they could and stayed there all day
tacking, eluding the many fields of ice which they could see came down by
the gullies on the mountain making such an echo that at first they thought it
was an earthquake. As they went on they found greater difficulty to pass, for
the fields of ice which surrounded them on all sides were more numerous. They
saw from the middle of this great bay, which was as far as they could reach,
that the other half was entirely frozen so that one could pass up to the wall of
the mountains with dry feet if it were not for the risk that he would be crushed,
as they had seen happen with some pieces which were floating about and which
had been so crushed when they fell into the water. They came close to the
bank and anchored. From here the geographer drew some different views and
the commander wrote on a paper the following: “In the year 1791 the long-
boats of his Majesty’s Descubierta and dtrevida discovered this port which
they named ‘Desengaiic’ and ‘Bahia de las Bancas’.” They put this paper in a
bottle and closed it very tight with sealing wax. The sailors made a deep hole
and buried the bottle under a hard stone, surrounding it with rocks and soil.
‘While they were conducting this operation they missed a sailor, and in search-
ing for him they had to waste all the afternoon until they saw him coming,
almost dead with cold and totally changed. It happened that on seeing the
commander’s zeal and desire to find the strait he went on foot above Frozen
Bay to satisfy himself by his own eyes where was the end of the bay. He actually
reached the farthest point and saw that it ended in a copious river which ran
between those mountains and was lost to view, winding about like a snake. We
missed him at midday and he came about 10 o’clock in the afternoon (I call it
so because there is no night). According to his account it was a miracle that
he had escaped with his life, not only because of the cold but because from one
side to the other the sea submerged it and then it froze over again. In view
of this feat it will not be thought strange to say that the Spaniards undertake
the most arduous enterprises, risking their lives for the honor of their country.
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It is worth recording his name, José Berelo,*® a native of Corufia in the kingdom
of Galicia, twenty-eight years of age, of medium though sturdy stature.

The 5th dawned cloudy and cold. The official, Don Juan Bernaci, made
a signal from land at the beginning of day that he was preparing the obserya-
tory to take aboard. We thought that he was asking assistance from the Indians
who had been insolent. Our commander at once gave an order to arm the men
and make ready the cannon. He went ashore with Don Cayetano Valdés and
they arrived when the Indians had formed a party and setting at nought their
lives, with their knives in their hands, they came to the muzzle of the gun,
Don José Bustamante, to see if they could be frightened, fired a cannon shot
and at once they covered themselves with their skins and others looked aboyt
to see who had fallen, This made them more insolent still, but the chief and his
son were by a coincidence on board the 4trevida. Bustamante seized them when
he saw that our people were in a fight, and threatened to punish them if he did
not order his Indians to keep quiet. This had the desired effect as with great
shouts from on board he commenced to hold back his men who were uneasy
and very anxious to come to blows with our people. In spite of the voice of the
chief whom they saw a prisoner, they came very near to attacking us, having
collected a considerable body of the Indians of this island. One of them scarcely
saw the movement than he ran along the beach and put himself in front of
them with his dagger, attacking Don Juan Bernaci and the whole body of
our people. It would have been very easy to finish off all of them with such
advantageous arms as guns and pistols which they had in their faces while
defending the embarkation of the rest and fronting the enemy. The chief be-
lieved we were angered about some goats which an Indian had stolen and
which he ordered him to bring. It was something to laugh at to see him in his
canoe giving the sign of peace while hoisting high his goats after Bustamante
had turned him loose. Qur ships answered with the signal of peace and they
then asked to come back for the trade in skins. As soon as this was conceded they
laid aside all their fierceness and came alongside very contented in their canoes
as if nothing had happened. This afternoon the kedges were raised leaving the
vessel over the anchor which we weighed at 6 in the afternoon and made sail
for the Puerto del Principe Guillermo. When only a pistol shot from the port
side of the channel we struck at the bow in two fathoms of water between some
rocks. ‘The confusion which such an unexpected accident caused was great
but by means of a kedge anchor which was stretched from the stern, the long-
boat of the dtrevida and our boats, which towed us for more than an hour,
our Maria Santissima was pleased that we should get off, remaining moored
by the kedge anchor until morning, when at 3:30 we again made sail, not
without great difficulty in getting in the kedge anchor, which held so fast that
in spite of the capstan it would not give way.

156 The Malaspina account gives him a different name,
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On the 6th we continued with a fresh wind in view of the coast which we lost
sight of in the afterncon when the wind strengthened.

On the 7th on account of having tacked during the night we were at day-
break in-front of the coast to the west of Puerto de Mulgrave. This coast is
very high; the great mountain of San Elias can be seen and all the mountains
are covered with snow, everything except the lowlands at the shoreline.

I proposed to give a description of the Indians at Puerto de Mulgrave; this
I shall now do with the greatest brevity possible. In the first place they are of
medium stature but robust and strong. Their physiognomy has some resem-
blance to that of all Indians, except that their eyes are very far apart and are
long and full. The face is more round than long, although from the cheeks,
which are very bulging, to the chin it is somewhat more pointed. Their eyes are
sparkling and alive, although always manifesting a wild and untamed air, a
consequence of the methods by which they are brought up. They have little
beard although there is no general rule about this as I have seen some with a
very full one. ‘This and the hair of their head is so very thick that it looks like
the mane of a horse. The women have the same facial characteristics and if it
was not for the red ochre and black soot which they put on some of them would
not be very ugly although in general I would not venture to say that they were
good looking,

All of them, men and women, generally speaking, have something of Chinese
features. Their dwellings or habitations are very poor. Here can be seen their
disorderly filth, for they are more like pigsties than the habitations of human
beings. This causes such a fetid and disagreeable odor on their belongings and
persons that you cannot stand it. The houses are on the bank of the sea at the
point which the channel for leaving the port forms. They are of boards placed
over the trunk of a tree without any order. This traverses it and forms the
ridge pole on which the boards rest on one side and the other,® the tree trunk
being held up by others, perpendicular ones, sunk in the ground. On the
top of the roof all their belongings can be seen, canoes made, others in skeleton,
skins half-cured, wood, and other various rubbish. Inside you see the same.
‘What cannot be put outside is put inside. Here you can see some square wooden
boxes.!” All their ornament is reduced to a mask on the four fronts with the
mouth open, badly carved with the teeth inverted and in others by way of
ornament they have them placed in a parallel line. In another place you can see
a great quantity of fish, which seemed to us like our conger eel,’® curing at the
fire, and hanging from some sticks. In the same way they treat their salmon.

18 Gable type plank houses. They were of poor construction on account of the lack
of suitable building materials, N.

17 A type of general purpose box common among the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian,
though the majority only had painted totemic design on the front and back. N.

18T cannot identify it. They should have had supplies of halibut and perhaps “black

cod.” N.
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Many skins are hung about, bows here, arrows there, knives, cuirasses, bundles
of clothes; many children, all naked, and some men, other suckling children in
their cradles, the women at their work, so that everything appears in the great-
est confusion. They are always eating and heating themselves at the fire in
the middle of the hut. Their sustenance and daily meal is as follows: they
catch a fish and pass a stick through it from the tail to the mouth which they
fasten in the ground.® They keep turning it towards the fire. As soon as it is
softened they place it in a straw basket 20 which is very flexible and is so closely
woven that not a drop of water can come out. In this they put it to cook with
seawater, and so that the basket may not burn underneath they have various
red hot stones which they throw inside, according as necessity demands, always
maintaining the heat until the dried fish in small fragments forms a mess 2! and
then they eat it with some long deep spoons made of horn.2? I do not know
to what animal the horn belongs because there are no bulls, cows, horses, burros,
mares, or other animals among the Indians nor do they know of them. When
the Indians are newly born they put them in a cradle made of a kind of reed
very well worked. Two skins hang down from each side of this which they
fold over the breast of the baby and which covers it down to the knees. “These
are joined by a skin which through various holes extends from one side to the
other. The creatures are dressed with their arms inside, all with skins, and
thus they put them inside the cradle, and cover them very well down to the
feet as stated. Thus they manage the affair, giving them to suck and leaving
them stretched out on the ground.?® As soon as they are born they pass a very
delicate feather through the cartilege of the nose for the purpose of making
a hole in it, and in consequence the hole gets bigger so that when they are grown
up they can put a nail of considerable size through it as they do, as they all
have holes in their noses.** The women in addition to the hole in their nose
make one in their lower lip horizontally in which they place a roll of wood of
elliptical form, hollowed out on one side and the other, and thick enough to
hold it between the teeth and the lip.?® The size of it appears incredible as well
as the custom of wearing it. Clasping this roll with the lip they talk, eat, and

19 Fish cooking by passing a stick through it lengthwise was practiced by all the coast
Indians, N,

20 This will be a specimen of the famous Tlingit spruce root basket—a type of which
the Yakutats made the finest examples. N,

21 Hot stone cooking ~a similar method used all along the coast. N.

22 Mountain sheep horn. N.

28 The cradle is well described, but T have not ween a Tlingit cradle. N,

24 Nose piercing was practiced among all the const tribes, N.

25 Labrets in the lower lip of women were noted by explorers and traders as in use
from Queen Charlotte Sound (Bella Bella Kwakiutt) to northern limits of Tlingit Ter-

ritory. Though later the authoritics have stated this custom was not practiced by the
Yakutats, N.
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do everything. We do not know if this is distinctive of the married women,
although to me it seems so, because I have not noted it in other than these, and
the unmarried ones do not use it.26 All of them tattoo their arms and hands in
lines of various design and so remain forever.?” The dress of the women is very
modest. It consists of a robe of tanned skin and without hajr which covers them
from their throat down to their feet, and the breast and arms, down to the
wrist. There is a sleeve which is wide but modest.28 In all, this tunic has the
same form as that which they put on the effigy of Jesus Nazareno and tie
around the waist. Besides this robe they wear a cape or square cape also of skin
which is held on the right shoulder by a piece of leather and some living on the
banks of the sea wear [only] a fringe. Some use these cloaks made strictly of
marten skins.

"The dress of the men is as I have stated, of various skins, the most ordinary
being of black bear, and very hairy. When it rains and they have no hats they
cover their heads with the same skin of the head of a bear, which makes them
look like some Hercules. The rest of the skin they gather in at the waist by
means of a piece of leather and what is left of the animal, claws and tail, etc.,
hangs down to the middle of the leg. From this it may be inferred that the arms,
breast, stomach and belly are uncovered except the shoulders and the rump.
In order that this skin may not get loose they sustain it on the right shoulder
by means of anether connecting piece of leather. Some besides this wear another
skin which we can call a cape or cloak, as it serves the same purpose. Others
go entirely naked with a breech clout. Their hair is loose (among the women
also) but groomed with more care on one side than the other, leaving the
parting of the hair uncovered, covered with red ochre, and their faces painted
with it which makes them look horrible.2® The fighting Indians wear all their
arms, a breast-plate, back armor, a helmet with a visor or at least what serves
that purpose. The breast and back armor are a kind of coat of mail of boards
two fingers thick, joined by a thick cord which after being berdirlis by as and
embes with much union and equality joins them. In this junction the thread
takes an opposite direction, it being the case that even here the arrows cannot
pass through, much less in the thickest part of the boards. This breast plate is
moung woman of “rank” secured her first labret when “coming of age” and
many were married at this time. The women without labrets, probably of “poor” families
or possibly slaves. N,

27 The Tlingit according to more recent observations did not tattoo to the same
extent as the Haida of Queen Charlotte Islands —~where totemic designs were worked
on many parts of the body, For “line” tattooing references will be found for many tribes
of the Pacific Coast. N.

28 Early accounts of these Indians on the northwest coast in many instances state
the women were more modest than the men in the way of dress. N.

29 According to Niblack the facial painting of the Tlingit took the place of tattooing
- as practiced by the Haida. N.
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bound to the body by the back. They wear an apron or armor from the waist
to the knees of the same character which must hinder their walking.3® Of the
same material they cover the arm from the shoulder to the elbow, on the legs
they use some leggings which reach to the middle of the thigh, the hair inside. -
They construct the helmet of various shapes; usually it is a piece of wood, very
solid and thick, so much so, that when I put on one it weighed the same as if it
had been of iron. They always have a great figure in front, a young eagle or a
kind of parrot, and to cover the face they lower from the helmet a piece of
wood which surrounds this and hangs from some pieces of leather in the middle
of the head to unite with another one which comes up from the chin. They
join at the nose, leaving the junction for the place through which to see.3* It is
to be noted that before they put this armor on they put on a robe like that of
the women but heavier and thicker, and with certain kinds of work. They hang
catucas and the bow they put over the arm to which it hangs back of the
shoulders. They clasp a short lance, a knife, and a hatchet. Such is the equip-
ment of a warrior. The lance is a heavy stick of black wood,32 very well worked,
and at the point they tie on the blade of a great knife which they obtain from
Englishmen in exchange for their skins. The knife which they carry in their
belt is the same as ours for the same reason. The hatchet is a black stone of the
size, figure, and edge of our iron hatchet.?® They fasten it to a heavy stick and
make use of it in war and in their other necessities. The bows and arrows are
the same as those of all other Indians.3* All this I know because an Indian who
armed himself for us to see it, pointed it all out to us by signs.

Their household furniture is little, For their children they make some toys
with heads of marble for them to play with.3% They gamble with some little
sticks, about eight or nine fingers long, and a finger in thickness, very well

80 The Tlingit manufactured the most ¢laborate armor of the coast tribes, Those
farther south relied on hand-tanned hides to a great extent. Lisinnsky gives a good
illustration of the various sections described by Suria and Niblack gives details of the
manufacture. Walter Hough in the Report of the National Museum, ‘Washington, for
1893 (p. 637), states that there are four sets of armor collected by Malaspina in x791
in the Museo Arqueologico, Madrid. He questions the collecting locality but I would
certainly say Yakutat Bay. N. P

81 Helmets of heavy wood construction carved to represent a “crest” of the owner
have also been collected from the Haida and Tsimshian. N.

82 Western yew. N.

88 The hatchet described by Suria is probably what is known in more recent works
as the “Jong-handled adze”; it was mounted like the shipwright's adze and was the
general purpose tool of the northern coast Indians. N.

34 On closer examination they would have been found to incorporate certain features
peculiar to the Yakutat, adopted to meet the particular hunting problems of their
district, N,

8% Something similar was noted in the Haida canoes by Father Crespi of Juan Pérez's
expedition, when off Léngara Island, Queen Charlotte Islands, (See H. E. Bolton's
translation, University of California Press, x927, page 333). N.
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made. They count up to fifty with various signs, which differ one from the
other. They shuffle them and then stretch one or two on the ground. From what
we could make out the companion must pick out from these two the one which
has been hidden by the one doing the shuffling, which he recognizes by signs.
If he succeeds the little sticks pass to his companion and if not the same man
continues the same shuffling.®% There is sufficient reason for thinking that with
this game they put up their persons and whoever loses has to be at the disposi-
tion of the other, because one of our sailors went to play with one of them,
and having lost as usual, because he did not know the game, the Indian became
very contented and made a sign to the sailor to embark in his canoe, because
he was now his, and on being resisted the Indian insisted, indicating by signs
that he had won. The pots and jars in which they cook are those already referred
to. Their food consists of fish: salmon, smelts,3” and another which looks like
a conger eel.

We could not find any trace of their religion although to me it appears that
they bestow some worship on the sun.38 I am of this opinion because in order for
the chief to make us understand that our commander was taking observations
on shore, he told us that Ankau (which is the same as Sefior), our commander,
was looking at Ankau. Therefore if this word means a superior, as so they name
their chiefs, and the same word is used to speak of the sun, it seems possible
that they are rendering it adoration. In their burials they keep some system and
put up monuments to the posterity of the good memory of their dead. The
geographer gave us an account of the various monuments which he had seen on
the bank of a river by which he had entered to take a certain bearing, a river
which was quite close to the anchorage. One morning the commander arranged
for us to go in the boat to look at these monuments which no voyager had seen.
We therefore went and saw their sepulchres in this form. A little bit away from
the bank of the river, or rather arm of the sea (because this enters into it and
by signs the Indians even gave us to understand that it divided the island and
passed to the other side of the great sea), there is some undergrowth very fruit-

“ ful In wild celery, camomile, like that in Spain, and many other herbs which.I
do not know, besides a great abundance of strawberries, so many in fact, that
those who went were able to satisfy themselves, and many pine trees. Near

36 Dixon also saw the game played at Port Mulgrave. La Pérouse and Kotzebue also
mention it. The sticks are from four to five inches long and vary in thickness from
that of the average pencil to the average little finger. The number of sticks in a bundle
appears to have been immaterial, anywhere from 20 to 70, I have collected a very fine
set from the Haida with the latter number. It is a guessing game to locate certain
“marked” sticks in the bundle. Kotzebue says “they lose all their possessions at this
game, even wives and children.” N.

37 The “smelts” noted were far more likely to have been “herring” or “eulachon,”
the latter being the great oil fish of the coast tribes. N.

3BT can fnd little in the literature available to show that the sun is a prominent
character in their myths and legends, N,
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these on the right-hand side there were two square boxes raised from the soil
214 yards and held up by four pillars, also square. Of these boxes that on the
left-hand side had on the face of it to the front various masks and other signs
of which we do not know the significance. At the foot of the boxes, that is, on
the surface of the ground there are others, which were those that we explored
and inside we found a calcined skeleton between some mats. This box with al]
it contained we took on board. Farther on along the same beach there is 2
skeleton house which is reduced to three frames, each one of three sticks placed
parallel to each other at a proportionate distance, the one in the middle being
higher than the other two.?? On the base of the poles which face inside there are
various designs. The chief whom we found there made various signs to us which
nobody could understand, but what we thought was that either before or after
the funeral ceremonies they have a dance in this place, which must be of some
particular significance, as after pointing out that they covered these poles with
something he took out his knife and stuck it into the stick and at once began to
dance with a very happy gesture, making various movements and emitting an
“(Q" with his throat. Some were of the opinion that it might be that after some
important victory against their enemies they celebrated in this place and they
founded this opinion on his action in sticking in the knife. We noted that when-
ever some canoe from the neighborhood whose Indians are subject to some other
chief come to this island they make a salute to it which is worth describing. As
soon as they see them they go down to the beach and all together in unison
knee!l until they remain on their knees and on standing up they utter a great
cry, very ugly, and ferocious, on a gangora which sounds something like an N.
This they repeat three times and at the last end with a very sharp and quaver-
ing shriek. On the occasion of recelving foreigners they make use of many songs
all different, as I have described an the 27th when we entered this port, They
also make use of others of this style inn order to ask for peace as we found out
as the result of having suspended commerce with sking with them for a day.
Believing that we were very angry they did not stop singing all afternoon and
night and as this song is interesting, I find it necessary to give an account of it.

They divided themselves into three parties each of considerable numbers
and planted themsclves on the beach in front of the ships. At the end of each
song they finished with a kind of laugh which jointly and in measure they
sustained on this sound, Xa Xa Xa Xa Xa. In uthers they ended with another
sound which cannot be described but it was like the barking of a dog. Thus
they went on all night, leaving us unable to sleep.

Their language is very harsh. It abounds greatly in KK’s and HH’s. On
board there are some who assert that it seems to be the tone of a monarch

39 George Dixon also deseribes burials at Yakutat, Possibly the three Ysticks” at the

“skeleton house” were for supporting the boxes containing the hends, as stated by
Dixon. N.
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shouting wildly and in an arrogant and fearful tone. A curious man on board
had the patience to put down some words but he did not keep on because he
thought it was impossible to transfer to paper such combinations of letters,
some of which are impossible, such as bg. An enemy they call cuteg, which they
pronounce like one who is clearing his throat of phlegm. I have made out the
following: ankaiui means Sefior or superior; chouus means woman; kuacan,
a friend; tukriunegui means a child at the breast; and anegti, a hoy.4®

They use canoes of different sizes. The ordinary ones are of wood shaped
like a weaver’s shuttle and of this figure.** [Figure] Others are of skin sewed
to a framework of poles well constructed and tied, and are like this.42 [Figure]
The two holes in the center are for entering. Half the body from the waist
down is inside and they seat themselves on their heels as is their ordinary custom,
and thus they manage the canoe with the oars. They use no rudder and in
order to keep going straight they paddle the same number of times first on one
side and then on the other with great speed. Their oars are very curious and
are painted like the canoes with various marks and masks. They have some
leather thongs which pass through the entire deck of the canoe and are tied on
the sides. These are like stay rods where they put their lances and arrows and
their oars when they are moving along. [Some later-written, almost undecipher-
able notes] [Then follow seven sketches].

The 8th, we lost sight of the coast because the northwest wind had arisen
and was quite fresh, The sky was obscured and hazy.

The gth, we continued with the same wind but the horizon was somewhat
clearer.

The 10th, the wind strengthened and we began to feel much cold weather,
the sky misty and hazy, and some swell. '

The 11th, the wind shifted a little to the east clearing away the fog.

The r2th, the wind died down somewhat and gave an opportunity to make
an observation. The Atrevida was spoken so that she could be advised of the
results of the observation. We caught a porpoise which Mr. Haenke says is

40 Of the six words recorded by Suria 2 modern rendering can be found for the
following (but taken from tribes farther south):

ankaiui chief ankao-in Sitka dialect by Dall

Ankau

chouut woman shawut-by Gibbs

Kuacan friend heha-kaua ~by Gibbs

Tukriunegui child at breast "te-kwun-neh-yeh (infant) —~by Gibbs

Where I have been able to find Yakutat words in modern vocabularies for the above
of Suria’s there is nothing one can recognize other than “Shawut.” N.

41This refers to the dugout. On page 248 the same expression is used for the skin
canoes. N.

42 The Kyak of the Aleutians, a two-man “bidarka” of the Russians. The dugout of
the Yakutats followed the same general lines of the well known northern (or Haida)
canoe but had a peculiar bow somewhat “crescent shaped.” N.
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called carpintero *3 and on my telling him that those which I had seen were
not like it he satisfied me by saying that those in the latitudes of the Far North,
such as that where we were now speaking, were entirely distinct,

The 13th dawned quite cloudy, but at ten it cleared up a little and we dis-
covered to the west the coast and some islands which the pilots said were Amj 4
but I did not think this was true. We stood off from the land at 5 o’clock in
the afternoon and soon lost sight of them. The pilots marked them and found

[six more sketches]
in what direction they bore. I do not put it down here on account of this note.

Being desirous of writing down an individual account of all the incidents
of this voyage in technicological nautical terms, as they are so fruitful and
interesting, principally in matters of geography, and deal with the navigation
of the northwest coast of America, and in view of the fact that few come to
these parts, I proposed to myself on my departure from Acapulco to keep a diary
with the greatest formality. I considered that the execution of this would be
more easy because our commander had allotted to the second pilot and myself
a cabin. I do not wish to treat of the inconvenience because this is not the place
to speak of it. I will only say that stretched in my bed my feet were against the
side of the ship and my head against the bulkhead, which is what they call the
timbers which inclose the cabin. From my breast to the deck, which was my
roof, the distance is only three inches. This confined position does not allow
me to move in my bed and I am forced to make for myself a roll of cloth to
cover my head, although this suffocates me, but this is a lesser evil than being
attacked by thousands of cockroaches, which are such a great pest that you
see some individuals with sores on their foreheads and bites on their fingers,

This situation brought about my asking questions of the pilot about such
doubts as occurred to me. I noted that he was slow in answering and vague in
explaining the matters about which I asked him, always leaving me in doubt.
I therefore begged him to lend me his journal so I could keep in touch with
what was most worth noting down, and also because T have much to do and
have not the smallest place for writing the events day by day, unless I take some
inopportune moment. T'o this he answered that he could not comply with my
request by reason of the special orders of the Minister of Marine who did not
wish the least notice about the voyage to be divulged until the Minister him-
self should publish it fully corrected. Although I told him that T would not
furnish the least copy he refused me absolutely. I made the same request of the
first pilot and the pilot’s apprentices, with the same result. For this reason my
journal does not proceed with all the exactness possible in the realm of geog-
raphy.*® Nevertheless, I will endeavor to gain information with sagacity and

43 A gpecies of this district i Phoceonoldes dalli (True) Dally Porpoise. N

44 What he means by this I do not know,

40 In spite of this statement he copied from sume one's log which wax used in the
printed account of the expedition,
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astuteness. At the same time I shall omit what I know to be useless and what
only interests the pilots. I do not do this with the information regarding the
Indians as these are more interesting generally and I have endeavored to observe
all their actions and movements and as this is so much a part of my business
it is easier for me to gain the information than for the others, To this may be
added my understanding the character of the Indians through a period of
thirteen years’ residence in Mexico. This gives me an opportunity to make my
combinations by comparing these with the others. In truth my opinion is very
far distant from that of those who are writing for the work.*® In this a sublime
idea is set forth as different as possible from what is seen by the eyes of whom-
ever beholds it. In this he will encounter a pleasure which he did not have on
looking at it. Enough of digression.

On the 10th the wind shifted more to the southeast bringing on much fog
and at times fine rain. We bore towards land and at 8 in the morning discovered
it to windward. As we had the wind ahead we went on tacking and marking
and reconnoitering the coast. At 10 it cleared up and we saw we were very
close to Cabo Hinchinbrook at the entrance to Principe Guillermo.#” It is a
mountainous country covered with pine trees. The rock of the mountains is
very black, forming certain crosswise bands in great promontories, and the tops
are covered with much snow. We drew very close to the coast for it is very steep.
We were so close to it, in fact, at a distance of about a league, that no bottom was
to be found with a line of 100 fathoms, that is, 600 feet. While doubling the
point of Cabo Hinchinbrook the wind strengthened so that we furled the main-
sail and topgallant sails, taking reefs in the maintopsail, the foresail, and the
foretopsail. We approached the coast and at 12 were in the channel between
the Isla Montague and the Isla Magdalena, the last to windward and the other
to leeward. We also doubled another island which was in the middle of the
channel and which cost us much trouble to pass on account of the force of the
wind,; which was from the bow.*® The anchors being ready the boat was launched
and Don Juan Sénchez embarked in it charged with sounding and hunting for
a good anchorage in the Puerto de Santiago,*® on the Isla de Magdalena, the
mouth of which we were now about to enter.

We continued tacking, when some gusts of wind blew so strong through the
openings in the mountains that it cost us some labor to keep on our feet. In one
of these the yard of the topgallantsail at the bow split in half and this caused
some disorder and confusion as the wind was now very strong, and we were
embayed on a lee shore at the entrance, very close to the coast and with danger
on all sides. The sounding was continued and 60, 70, and 80 fathoms were found,
the only thing to console us. Qur commander, seeing that we were so em-

46 e means the ambitious grandiose work of Malaspina.
47 Prince William Sound.

48 Seal Rocks, the Isla Triste of the Spaniards.

49 Port Etches.
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bayed, that it was 2:30 in the afternoon and that we could not enter without
danger with that wind and sea, which was very heavy, resolved to sheer off
and content himself with having reached the entrance of Principe Guillermo
and thus exceeded the orders of the court which had commanded him to go up
to 60° latitude. Here we were in 61 ° and some minutes, the season was advanced
and he considered that we should prepare for our return to Acapulco. In effect
we stood off, and the wind changed to the southeast with the same force. Al-
though in these parts this wind is very dirty it suddenly abated, leaving as
clear and beautiful a day as I have ever seen in my life. On coming in we had
a northwest wind off the prow and when we found it necessary to turn back
it changed to the southeast so that we were in desperation. "The boat with the
pilot, Don Juan Sénchez, which had gone to hunt for a good anchorage in the
Puerto de Santiago, in the Isla Magdalena, came back. With this on board
we encountered another difficulty which was to double a small rocky island in the
middle of the channel. Qur commander issued orders to stand off to sea by
tacking.

All day we were working to get out and although we were afraid that we
could not succeed in view of the strong wind, the heavy seas, and the tide which
was entering and carrying us on the rocks, the efforts of our excellent seamen
who labored this day excellently well, together with the fact that our corvettes
answered the helm, was sufficient to enable us to save ourselves by tacking in
the channel and in keeping away from the coast. About 5 in the afternoon the
great Ensenada de Principe Guillermo could be seen where there are many
great mountains. [This last page is so written over later that it is impossible
to make it all out. It can be seen, however, that he speaks of a canoe with two
Indians coming near.] A little later about 6 in the afternoon two other large
canoes could be seen and a greater number of Indians who were armed with
bows and lances held on the canoes by means of the thongs which passed through
them. They made the greatest effort to approach us but they also were unable
to succeed, but they did get alongside of the d¢revida. We went on tacking
in order to pass the racky island but about 11:30 when the sun had already set
the commander decided to take the island to leeward and to proceed to the open
sea between it and the Isla Montague. This was the longest day that we en-
countered in this latitude and there would have been more to admire if the
great darkness which we principally found in the morning had not prevented
as I have just said.

Finally we passed to the west of the Isla Triste. There was no reef while
those which extended to the east of it and which we could not pass had no less
extension than a short half-mile. At midnight we were already free from danger,
without having found bottom at 2 miles distant with some thirty fathoms of
line. We luffed towards the southeast and forced sail in order to pget away
somewhat from the Isla Montague,
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The 11th, our navigators have seen in this neighborhood some small islands
called Hijosa,?® so-named in honor of the Comissario de Marina who at present
is living in the Department of San Blas, namely Don Francisco Hijosa. Neither
Captain Cook nor Captain Dixon have included it in their maps, an omission
which can not be understood. The first had gone out to the west of the Isla
Montague, but there is no excuse for the second because his course during the
first year took him by that immediate vicinity, and because he found fault with
very little decorum with our old navigators about some errors in their hydro-
graphy on the innumerable coasts which they had explored. Regardless of this
the tacks which were necessary to us show its actual position, and the weather
which had now settled in the east and was at the same time overcast and tem-
pestuous might have caused us to make an error which might have produced
most unfortunate consequences because it was natural to stand to the second
quarter not only in order to get away from the Isla Montague but also to reach
anew the meridian at which we should begin our explorations. In effect a little
after the setting of the sun the weather had become overcast to an extraordinary
degree, the sea had risen, and the wind freshened to such an extent that we
could not stand under the maintopsail reefed. We had to look after the repair
of the foresailyard whose bolt rope had been broken the previous afterncon.
With this object another foresail was substituted while the other was being
repaired. Our course was to the south. We very soon lost sight of land on
account of the fog, neither the sea going down, nor the wind nor the rain
ceasing. At midday we tacked around on the four principal winds with reefs
in the maintopsails, considering ourselves to be in the latitude of 59° 30

Shortly the wind died away and was succeeded by light breezes but without
varying its direction. Some of the fog was dissipated so that at 2 o'clock in the
afternoon we were able to see off the beam on the starboard side at a distance
of 3 leagues a flat island which we at once knew to be Hijosa, although its
position in latitude and longitude were quite different and it seemed to be only
a single island. The calm lasted but a short time. At 7 in the afterncon the
wind was again fresh from the first quarter and was accompanied with much
rain. Although this did not stop we were soon in a calm, having enjoyed the
advantage for some time of winds from the second quarter. Finally at day-
break the fog cleared away and the sea fell considerably. Our navigation since
the preceding afternoon had had but a single object, namely to keep to the
south of the island which we had sighted.

The already hinted necessity of directing our course to Acapulco for the
reasons that the season was very much advanced and it was necessary to recon-
noiter the great piece of coast from Cabo Hinchinbrook to the Cabo and Monte
Buen Tiempo, a reconnaissance which was indispensable not only to dispel
once for all the scrupulous doubts which might remain about the desired passage

60 Middleton Island.
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to the Atlantic of Europe but because this was a piece of coast which, except
the great mountain of San Elias, marked and situated by Captain Cook, is not
known to have been seen by any traveler, a mountain elevated above the leve]
of the sea to a very considerable height and visible with clear weather twenty
leagues out to sea. These justifiable considerations deprived us in part of the
glory of following the route projected of going up to 70° and 80° where the
Glacial Sea and the South Sea unite by the Strait of Bering, and carry out the
same explorations as the immortal Cook. This created the greatest desires of
our commander and the officers of both corvettes to find ourselves in such a
favorable position, that is simply following the course to the southwest, leaving
to starboard Cook’s River and falling down exploring the coast until the point
of the Isla de Onalaska, which was between 50° and 52° was doubled, and
then going up to the latitude referred to and exploring also the coast of Asia,
which in this region trends towards the north. Between this coast and the last
part of America is found the true and indicated Strait of Bering where ends
this considerable part of the world. This is not traversable as these seas are
constantly frozen, although various nations have entered it. Spain does not
take second place to any nation in heroism as it has always shown during all
the centuries, whenever she sends out subjects of known valor and prudence
such as our actual commander. On this occasion this was particularly noticeable,
for even the humblest sailors formed bands which murmured about the plans
taken of reconnoitering the coast because they were ignorant of the real motives
which, with the accord of the officers, had been reached in the cabin. They
believed that what was a wise precaution was a lack of spirit and their disgust
and impatience were notable because they came to comprehend that the English
had the advantage of us in these discoveries. Our commander, far from being
disquieted by such demonstrations of the natural and inveterate spirit of heroism
of our nation, gave as an example an invitation to a celebration in the cabin in
view of the officers, thus prudently cutting short such rumors.

It remains to be stated that on the morning of the 12th, the weather being
clear and favorable a skin canoe like those at the Puerto de Mulgrave came out
from the Isla Hijosa with two Indians in their respective holes and with their
arrows and lances tied on the deck of the canoe by way of precaution. Notwith-
standing the advantage in sailing of our ships they rowed with such spirit and
swiftness that in a short time they were at our stern close to the rudder. We
repeatedly entreated them to come on board but they excused themselves as
being timid and gave the well-known signs of friendship by stretching out their
arms and repeating this word Le Zi, La li/ which is equivalent to koacan or
friend. At the same time they manifested to us their desires for us to come to
anchor in a port which according to their signs lay on the west side of the
island. Having lost hope of this they departed. The dress which the natives in
Montague wear consists of sea~otter skins, a blouse of ﬂexi}alc and transparent
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gut, the folds of which are fastened around the hole in the canoe. Their hats
are like Chinese hats, their hair is loose, covered with red ochre, their ears and
nose are bored and hanging from these are some long narrow leather thongs
like tape, while passing through the nose is a tooth or bone of some land animal.

The weather now being serene we continued on our course, as the weather
permitted, at times in sight of the coast and at other times not, marking the
principal points with the greatest exactitude in order to construct the geographi-
cal maps, the principal object of this scientific expedition. Captain Cook holds
a point of land which extends considerably out to sea to be an island, calling it
the Isla de Cayyes.® When in sight of this the commander wished to recon-
noiter it and we bore to the NW in order to enter a passage which this island
seemed to form with the coast. When within two miles of it we sounded finding
five fathoms. This unexpected piece of news produced great consternation,
moving the geographer to reconnoiter from the mizzentop what formed a large
bay at the bottom of which the coast was so low that the horizon was level
with the water. It could only be made out that it was joined to the point, which
seemed to be an island, by reason of the spray from the surf which the sea made
on the beach. We immediately veered off to avoid the danger so near of run-
ning ashore and left the coast having reconnoitered and marked the so-called
Isla de Kayyes which is not an island but a cape or point which extends far
out to sea.?®

I omit relating the events day by day from this time on, as I do not wish to
commit errors touching the technical points in navigation, because although
T endeavored to instruct myself more in such curious and instructive matters
it did me no good, as it brought on 2 mysterious and studied silence of the officials
and the pilots which reached the point of their not telling me anything the
more I asked them. When they do tell me anything it is such that I am left with
the same doubts. I will therefore say only what I know and heard accidentally.

We continued along the coast until we reached the foot of Mount San Elias,
situated in 59° of latitude where the wind died out. The chain of mountains
on the coast from Principe Guillermo to Nootka is certainly worthy of the
most careful investigation by a learned naturalist. From the degrees of latitude
60° and 61° a remarkable elevation of the coast was observed above the level
of the sea which it was noted rises from the profundity of the sea as in various
places close to the coast we have found by sounding at some places a great depth
and at others none. It is more remarkable that these mountains and hills for
the greater part are of black stone like jet, therefore Nature manifests itself in
these places in a very remarkable manner. as the shape of the mountains are
very extraordinary forming peaks and sharp points. In my opinion these places
could not be traversed in traveling toward the interior. These observations

51 Called by Cook Kaye's Island, now known as Kayak.
52 Vzncouver later determined that it actually is an island.
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gave place to very scientific reflections on the part of some of the persons on
the ship. Don Tadeo Haenke is of two opinions: in the first place he says that
the solidity and consistency of the universe consists more in the rocks than in
the earth, drawing the same comparison as Father Tosca that the world is
like a human body in which are indispensably placed bones and flesh for a
greater firmness. The first furnish the framework and fundamentals and the
second fills the vacancies. From this he infers that in this part of the world of
which we are speaking greater firmness is necessary although ignorant of the
reasons which might be the cause of this necessity, through which the wise
Maker of all things has placed the skeleton in these parts and the soil farther
south. He is further of this opinion on seeing that as we fall down in latitude
the elevation of the coast also insensibly becomes lower, and there is a mixture
of earth and rock. This admirable order of things which exists over thousands
of leagues cannot be the mere child of accidents which can often be seen in
Nature but that of the Divine Providence who, with hidden and sapient ends,
impenetrable to men, has determined all things. Among various mountains
of this class there are some of gigantic magnitude such as the great mountain
of San Elias, so named in a superlative degree by Captain Cook. By reason of
having had eight days of calm weather and being close to this mountain at a
distance of a mile we could see it better than any of the voyagers before us.

Captain Cook placed the mountain twenty leagues inland and we observed
it to be at the very edge of the water, with a difference that to the southeast
there is a beach which stretches away to a distance of eight leagues to the foot
of the high summits of the coast, which serves as a kind of step, and is covered
with snow. To the northwest there is another piece of very elevated coast cut
off so perpendicularly and so equally that it forms a wall against which the
waves beat furiously. This ends in a point which looks to the south. After
doubling this other mountains are seen which lie behind in a second tier, where
there seems to be some ensenada, river, or passage (which it all seemed to be),
worth a scrupulous examination which perhaps would meet the glorious pur-
pose of this voyage. This was not done, however, because the commander did
not wish to do so, notwithstanding such opportune weather which we were
enjoying and the fact that the officials were desirous of making this exploration
in the longboat.

Between these two coasts, close to the coast itself lies the mountain of a
formidable height and magnitude, totally covered with snow from its foot to
its summit, and ending in a peak. Farther inside, and at the bottom of this
ensenada or at the beginning of it, because the passage referred to is behind the
first range of hills on the coast to the northwest, the size of it could not be made
out. Almost at the summit a very large hollow was noticed with various gashes
and declivities which reached down to the plain. During these cight days the
geographer marked it to his full satisfaction from different points and I drew
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several views of it, one of them particularly exact which the geographer adopted
for the collection.

The day before the wind came up with which we continued our voyage we
anchored with a kedge anchor to prevent wearing out the crew, which was
tired out with useless maneuvers because the light breezes which came up lasted
for a very short time, and what ground was made in this way was lost through
the currents which carried us towards the coast. This same afternoon we saw
come out to visit us from the foot of the mountain behind the low coast which
extends to the southeast a canoe in which was an Indian who lives in this
neighborhood. Without any fear and boldly he came on board showing much
pleasure and confidence and signified to us by signs that he had come to visit
us to tell us that all his countrymen were ready to entertain us, and that for
that purpose we should raise the kedge anchor and follow him and he would
conduct us to a large port which was behind the point where they had their
town and where they would trade with us for sea-otter skins. This information
made us firmly of the opinion that we had formed that in this place there was
something worth our reconnoitering, the more so, as we were close to Puerto
Mulgrave and between Cabo Buen Tiempo and Principe Guillermo 5% which
we had proposed to investigate. In this space we should explore carefully, feot
by foot, for the desired strait of Ferrer Maldonado. Even if we were not suc-
cessful in finding it there would at least be left the complete satisfaction that
1o one in the future could carry off this glory. Such considerations brought
much grief to the pilots and some of the officers, among whom there exists a true
appreciation of the honor and glory of the nation. The commander was also
inspired with the same sentiments but he was whimsical and had formed the
opinion that there was not and could not be any such strait. For this reason he
did not wish to persist in scrupulously examining this plece of coast. Accordingly
we sailed mostly at some distance from it. The Indian went away seeing that
we did not wish to respond to his wishes leaving with us as a present some ex-
cellent fish and strawberries and the commander gave him in exchange some
looking glasses, little bells, and beads for a-large and beautiful sea-otter skin,
which he wore as a cape.

With some light winds which kept freshening we weighed the kedge anchor
the following morning and sailed along close to the coast. That same afternoon
we were in front of Cabo Buen Tiempo which has been described. All day many
whales of all sizes accompanied us, giving us quite some diversion. Some of
them were very large. The pilots say that when the fish in the sea are very
lively and uneasy it is a sign of a storm. The next day we found that we had
doubled the cape. We continued sailing along reconnoitering the coast and the
most salient points. This takes a direction to the ESE from the cape. By dead
reckoning for two days and the N and NW wind which favored us we found

53 That is, Cape Fairweather and Prince William Sound.
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that we had made two good days’ run from Cabo de San Elias to the Puerto
de los Remedios in front of which we found ourselves. Already the snow in
this neighborhood was diminishing and no more was noticed than some on the
elevated peaks. In consequence the coast was very lows, full of forests of high
pines and undergrowth. From Cabo de Buen Tiempo to that of Engafio 5 we
noticed many islands and small rocky islands quite close to the coast, which
also might have been a worthy object of our exploration as well as the Estrecho
de Aguilar % situated in 58° to the southeast of Cabo Buen Tiempo, although
this last was more impracticable on account of the time necessary to explore
a strait, which is quite 2 difficult problem, inasmuch as the current from it
runs out very swiftly to the sea. All these days were fogey, obscure, and wet,
and although we sailed along quite close to the coast we could not see more than
a little of the beach on account of the fog and the low clouds which covered the
. surface of the mountains.

Near Cabo del Engafio at a distance of two miles the wind shifted to the E
and that same night it settled around in the SE, very fresh and with more fog
and darkness. It is to be noted that in these latitudes clear and limpid atmosphere
is enjoyed always when the wind reigns N, NN'W, or NW, but to the surprise
of all we experienced clouds and fog from Cabo Buen Tiempo to that of Engaiio.
It is also to be noted that along all this coast there is much sargasso and a marine
plant like an orange with a long trunk the leaves of which are somewhat like
those of the vine. This plant keeps all its foliage when underneath the water
but immediately withers when out of it. We collected some of it and found
out by experiment what I have just set down. The botanist Haenke described
them and added them to his Herbarium. Having passed so close to Cabo del
Engafio we were able to recognize with all possible exactness the Ensenada del
Susto 5 which is found after doubling the cape. We saw that it was very large,
contained good shelter and much dense forest.

On the following morning the commander, fearful of some danger, de-
termined to get ready for sailing as the wind had grown stronger and was
contrary to our course thus making it impossible for us to approach the coast.
In effect, we lost sight of it and in a short time discovered off the bow a large
island. We went to look it over and they said what it was called but 1 do not
remember.5” We now discavered an archipelago of an infinite number of islands
of different sizes which covered the whole horizon. We passed between them,
marking them and reconnoitering them, and sailing among them for two days.

B4 Cabo Engafio, named by Bodega in 1773, now Cape Edgecumbe.

55 Suria is here mistaken in the name. The Estrecho or Rio de Aguilar was much
farther south. He probably referred to Cross Sound,

58 Sitka Sound.

57 He probably means Biorka Island.
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These are in latitude 56°,58 before reaching the famous Puerto de Bucareli,
which is in §5°. Up to this port and even beyond there is a countless multitude
of these islands, the most noted one and which is beyond the said port and is
remarkable for its size is the one named “Reina Carlotta” by the English.

About 10 o'clock on the day following we again saw the coast and the sky
cleared up a little. We directed ourselves to reconnoiter the entrance to the
Entrada de Bucareli and at about 2 o’clock in the afternoon we were four miles
distant from the port. We recognized the mouth of it, marking all the most
interesting points and confirmed the maps of Don Juan Bodega y Quadra, and
Mourelle, his pilot, who laid the bases for this port. This was the reason why
we did not engage carefully in this reconnaissance as we saw by their maps the
care and exactness with which those deserving officers worked out this interest-
ing point of geography. It may be said with propriety by way of note that this
is the most famous port in the world for its size and the number of innumerable
sheltered ports, large and small, which surround it. To give a moderate idea of
it the above mentioned surveys of our sailors, to which I refer the inquiring
individual, is sufficient. These, notwithstanding, the two journeys which they
made to it, employing two summers in this exploration and experiencing many
sieges and dangers in treating with the natives who are very fierce and daring,
never could ascertain its complete extension so spacious is it.

At 6 in the afternoon the wind died down when we were one mile distant
from the most southern point of the port,?® the beaches and the surf on the
shore being very clearly visible. We were astonished at not seeing any canoe
or signs of habitation or smoke as on the rest of the coast, which we were ac-
customed to see occasionally as a sign which they make to call the ships to trade
for furs. The islands which we had to the west of us seemed to be more numerous
than those of the preceding days because at sunset we saw in the west and on
the horizon formed by the clouds themselves an extensive and perfect coast line
with various islands, points, and bays, which by having lasted with a most
unalterable shape for more than a half an hour caused the commander and the
other officials to get out the geographical charts and prove by them whether
or not it was land. When they were flattering themselves with having made
some new discovery to add to their maps, they saw this fantasy marvellously
losing its shape and disappearing until the horizon was quite clear and those
which had been marked down were the only ones to be seen. What more con-
duced to our belief in this phenomenon was that when it occurred we were
sailing at some distance from the coast in order to double the south point of

58 He probably meant Coronation, Hazy Island and others. All along this coast Mala-
spina gave pames to various openings which appear on his map but are not mentioned

in any of the texts.
69 Cape Felix.
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Puerto Bucareli. If the calm had continued this coast could not have been
reached from where we were stopped, even supposing that it was real,

Seeing the coast of this Puerto Bucareli so cut up into small islands, racks,
and farallons, besides the innumerable islands of this archipelago which we
surmised to exist, gives us occasion to think with some foundation that in some
other time perhaps this coast extended for a long distance into the sea and that
through some formidable earthquake it sank, leaving behind the many islands.
"This opinion is more confirmed if you make two reflections: first, if we compare
America with the other parts of the world, Asia, Africa, and Europe, it will
be noted that America from the Strait of Bering in 72° of latitude north to 60°
south, where Cape Horn is located, covers a tremendous distance of thousands
of leagues which occupy almost half the globe, considering the fact that this
extent of latitude is very unequal to its longitude, as there are various isthmuses,
for example, that of Panama, where the distance between the north and south
seas is only thirty leagues, America occuples a very small extent of longitude
compared to that of the two immensely wide seas which bathe it. In the South
Sea, as a proof of its size, the direct course from Acapulco to Manila, that is
from the coast of America to that of Asia, measures 3000 leagues. That this
disproportion which I have shown is notable in this part of the world and is
not seen in the others is manifest by what I have said. Possibly in ancient times
America was wider and who knows if it did not connect with Asia, when the
distance from one to the other was much less, and that in consequence the many
islands which are close to both coasts were united to them. It is noticeable that
some of them, as for example Guadalupe, which is in front of Old California,
is fifty leagues distant from the coast, the Sandwich Islands are distant a
thousand leagues, and those of Otacti are the same, both settled by people. How
could these people have come, lacking as they did a knowledge of navigation?
On the other hand their language, customs, dress, and religion do not bear any
resemblance to those of the uncivilized people of America. If their inhabitants
had belenged to the cultivated nations of Europe who by some accident or ship-
wreck had reached these islands is it believable that there would not have re-
mained some remnant at least of their primitive dialect? Is it not the fact that
their language is original and different from all those known? If we reflect
on their religion we encounter the same difficuulty, as they are idolatrous like
all the inhabitants of the northern regions of America, and if we enlarge some-
what on the matter, in view of the proofs just given, it can be considered that
the havoc and ruin of this coast happened many centuries before the conquest.
In view of the fact that in none of the writings of those times does any similar
notice occur nor even by tradition of the Indians themselves, in my opinion,
some continents became separated and lost when that terrible earthquake took
place at the death of Jesus Christ, demonstrating even to a stubborn person the
pain of seeing Our Maker suffer. Then would have been formed these islands,
separating among them the inhabitants who before occupied the whole continent.
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For this reason little difference is noted in the customs of these islanders from
that on this coast. Likewise, they are found to be heathen because when this
event occurred all Americans were heathen, and many centuries were to pass
before the Spaniards propagated among them the light of the evangel.

I must give some slight idea of a very great storm which, according to the
expression of the commander, was the worst he had experienced in all the
voyage from Cadiz, and it will serve to explain his own anxiety although he
tried to hide it. The signs previously referred to of a great number of whales
and other fish swimming about, jumping, and appearing on the surface awakened
our vigilance, leading us to expect every instant a strong storm, as these signs
are wsually sure ones. Actually the wind came up from the SE so excessively
strong that it was necessary to handle the ship with every care, furling the top-
gallant sails, the mainsail, and the foretopsail, and remaining only with the
topsail and the foresail. The wind kept getting stronger every instant with rain
and a very heavy sea. The rolls were tremendous and the darkness terrifying.
‘This unfortunate event obliged us to stand off from the Isla Carlotta, which
bore to the ESE in order to run before the wind for safety. Thus we ran for
six days of terrific storm. If it had not been for the wonderful construction of
our vessels, built purposely to withstand every class of danger we would without
doubt have perished, as it seemed as if all the elements had conspired against us.
There was not a man who could keep his footing, simply from the violence of
the wind, so that besides the mountains of water and foam which swept over
us, there arose from the surface of the water small drops of spray forming a
strange and copious rainfall never before seen. The roaring noise of both ele-
ments was horrible and terrifying. The confusion and shouting on the ship,
together with the maledictions of the sailors, who in such cases break out into
blasphemy, augmented the terror to such an extent that it seemed as if all the
machinery of the universe were ready to destroy us. During this time we suffered
such inconveniences as cannot be described, for during the six days there was
no one who could get repose for a moment. We weathered this storm with top-
gallantsails down and at times without any sail, although usually with the
foresail. This bad weather lasted from the 2nd to the 8th of August. From
12 o'clock at night of the 8th the wind began to die down and at 12 midday of
the oth, it died down completely. The sea continued with almost the same force
but some breezes from the northwest, which began to blow after the calm, and
carried away all the fog and darkness, contributed very much to quieting it
down, leaving the atmosphere clean and clear. The men were so worn out that
the commander did not wish to repair the sails, some of which had heen blown
to pieces, and he simply ordered others to be substituted which had already been
used so that we could continue on our course. As we were at some distance
from the coast we could not see Cabo Boiset.%0

60 The present Cape Cook.
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In order to thank the sailors for the good work they had done and at the
same time to keep away from the scurvy which was insiduously threatening
them, the first symptom of this perverse sickness being noted in the heaviness of
their limbs, we began to give them lemonade on the advice of the surgeon Don
Francisco Flores. It was also given to the officers and the other persons in the
wardroom. The order was communicated to the 4 trevida where they also began
to put the same remedy into effect. From the gth to the 10th we found that by
dead reckoning we had made a very good day’s run of eighty leagues, and having
marked the point on our map we found that we were very close to Nootka,
The desire of our commander to treat with the natives of this place, in view of
the great things said about them by all travelers, Spaniards as well as English-
men, as well as his wish to find out if this territory was an island and run the
bases of the port because he considered the foreign maps to be incorrect, in view
of their little concordance with ours, he took a course towards land, steering
to the east with a west wind astern. At 11 in the morning we discovered the coast
of Nootka and a little later marked the Punta de Tassis which stood out behind
the mountains. The first view of the coast indicated that it was low, because
although mountains could be seen they were not very high. Their clearness or
darkness made manifest their different locations which they had above the level
of the sea, Various channels and lagoons, islands, farallons, small rocky islands
could be made out with various points and low lands all covered with pine trees.
Tt was all marked down and noted until at night we hove to for fear of striking
on some shoal which without doubt we would have done if we headed into port.

On the 11th at 4 o'clock in the morning we continued along the coast and
at this hour two canoes of Indians came close to us, but they could not get along-
side and went away. The wind slackened a great deal so that we did not enter
the channel at 12. At 3 in the afternoon we were becalmed and two other canoes
came out, one of which came alongside, the Indians climbing up with much
speed without any ladder. We noticed in them a great liveliness and an admir-
able behavior, The first thing they asked for was shells with this word “pachitle
conchi,” © alternating this with saying “Hispania Nutka” and then words which
meant alliance and friendship. We were astonished to hear out of their mouths
Latin words such as Hispania, but we concluded that perhaps they had learned
this word in their trading with Englishmen or that it was a bad pronunciation.
That same afternoon near the entrance it became calm and it was now necessary
to anchor with the kedge in 24 fathoms, sand bottom, in order to await another
day, and with the east wind and by tacking to get in without danger in view
of the fact that the entrance to the port is very narrow. In a little while a long-
boat could be seen rounding the point to the ENE which in two hours and with
some labor reached us. In it were twenty sailors and the master. He told the com-
mander that he had been sent by his Ensign, Don Pedro Saavedra, who was

81 T'his means “Give us shells!”
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then in the port, to assist us in whatever he could. The commander made them
stay.

On the 12th at 8 o’clock in the morning we raised the kedge and crowded on
all sail in order to enter the port. We anchored there with felicity in 8 fathoms,
bottom sand, in front of the beach of the establishment and to the starboard
of the frigate Concepcion from San Blas which was under the command of
Saavedra.

The captain of the Company of Volunteers of Catalonia, Don Pedro Alberni,
as governor and castellan of the new establishment and fort, rendered us the
corresponding salute and came aboard in his boat with Saavedra. "The com-
mander regaled them with a good breakfast. Immediately the small boats were
put in the water and went ashore with two warps, with which and with two
anchors we made everything safe. The port is not the most capacious and the
entrance as stated above is very narrow. Two small vessels can scarcely sail
out or enter it together. It makes a figure similar to this %2 aside from the many
islands and farallons which are close to the coast. This drawing was made on
the spot and immediately after the entrance. It lacks the final arrangement.

On the 13th the placing of the observatory was finished and the commander
arranged to send a request to the captain and chiefs of the tribes to come from
their homes and treat with us for the purpose of acquiring the information which
we solicited about their customs, dress, physiognomy, etc., and compare them
in this way with the foreign accounts which we had with us. By means of some
Indians who were paddling about in their canoes asking for shells, copper, and
other things, we sent word to Macuina, the head absolute chief of all this
country and to Tlupanamibo, his subordinate, and who acts at times as head of
the army in their military exploits. From the beginning we noticed in the other
Indians, the plebes who were roundabout, a submission to this chief so complete
that in their conversations, whether it was because of recognizing that they
were vassals, or on account of superstition, or some [the text breaks off here]..
A small fruit like a black grape, bittersweet, which the botanist called bear-
grape. They were agrecablé and pleasant to the taste and we continued eating
them. We had commenced to trade in furs as we had found that the natives
were losing their fear of us. They were approaching our vessels with more
confidence but up to the present time the trade was not favorable because ac-
cording to what they gave us to understand they were short of these skins because
they had sold them to the Englishmen, Colnett and Kemirrik (Kendrick), who
had visited them this year. Besides this the natives, that is the plebes, or as they
are called mischimis, do not possess an abundance of these skins as do their chiefs
or taiyes with whom for the present we have not agreed. The sea-otter skins
which we have seen are inferior in quality to those of Mulgrave and Principe

6% Here is included a rough pen and ink sketch of the port which is not reproduced
a8 there are many better plans.
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Guillermo. The same can be said of the fish although it is always of excellent
quality.

About 10 in the morning we saw rounding the point inside the port which
closes it and divides it from the channel, which leads to the settlements of the
chiefs, a large canoe of different shape from the ordinary ones. It was manned
by ten rowers on a side and in the middle was the chief named Tlupanamibe
with a large square chest. He came aboard, confident and happy, all by himself.
Through Captain Alberni and a Guadalajara boy of the Gertrudis who served
as interpreters we made out his harangue “Great chief, Tlupanamibo, tasi in-
ferior to you, has heard your polite and friendly message and in compliance
with it and with the friendship which I profess for your nation and the great
chief who directs you to our habitations, I have come to see you and salute you,
I persuade myself that you will be informed by Captain Alberni of the fidelity
of my actions. He has experienced from me and my men through my command
better actions than words, He is here and can tell you the truth. I begin with
this discourse in order to gain your full confidence the same that I expect you
will have in me, Do not believe that my years can serve as an obstacle to serve
you in what you may be pleased to order me to do. Although you may marvel
and believe me a barbarian I am not ignorant of the inviolable laws of friend-
ship. They inspire me to tell you not to confide in nor to feel safe from the
dissimulated perfidy of Macuina. I tell you that he is crafty and overbearing
and he looks on you with hatred and abhorrence. He shortly meditates dis-
lodging you from this place which you have founded in our dominion, but he
cannot do it while Tlupanamibo lives, who, being experienced in this double-
crossing game, will know how to oppose it as I have his malign projects up to
the present, Although, as I am his subject, I could accompany him in his enter-
prises, I forbear to do it because my heart is filled with integrity and justice.
I know that you are men like us but more civilized and united to the universal
and particular interests of yourselves and your nation, on which account I do
not admire your manufactures and productions so much esteemed amongst us.
"The plebes do not yet think and so they attribute to prodigies and enchantments
those aperations you perform for the management of your great canoes. Finally,
if you wish to gain the entire confidence of all the tribe proceed like the English
do, who although more greedy, are upright and unchangeable and their treat-
ment of us is familiar and gracious.”

This elegant speech was so specious that our officials formed an elevated
conception of this tribe, but I do not admire them as I remember the elegant
way in which the Moexicans know how to make an harangue,

[There is obviously a leaf or two missing here. What follows evidently oc-
curred on the 15th and 16th, The leaf which is here appended refers to events
which happened on the 13th and 14th.]

+» . of the many which they had. First they named it and then continued their narrative,
this novelty being noticeable in each period, The same day we went on board the
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Gertrudis to honor Saavedra who after having regaled us with what he could told
us all ke knew about the country. Don Pedro Alberni, the distinguished official who will
occupy one of the most worthy places in the account of this voyage on account of his
skill a.nd management ?f t}.lese natives, and who was charged with sustaining the
estabhshx_nent and keeping it free from invasions, also did the same. I reserve all
these notices for the final description.

The chapl%in of the ship gave us six boys which he had obtained through industry
and interest in exchange for guns, He had obtained them for the purpose of teaching
them the catechism and instructing them in the doctrines of our sacred religion and
then baptising them. His Christian charity gave us much satisfaction and stimulated
us to follow his [re]Jcommendable project. There was among them one whom the sailors
called “Primo.” He displayed quite a little vivacity and already could pronounce some
wards in our language. He told us that he had been destined to be a victim and to be
eaten by Chief Macuina together with many others, and that this custom was practiced
with the younger prisoners of war, as well as in the ceremonies which were used in
such a detestable and horrible ‘sacrifice. Having discovered a way to escape he took
refuge on the Gertrudis. This same day, when it was already night, two children
arrived, a boy and a gir], brother and sister, who had also escaped from the fury of
these barbarians. They said that they came from the country of the Nuchimas, who
inhabit the banks of a great lake seven suns distant from us, so they call their days.

On the 14th the pilots commenced to lay the bases for the port. The astronomers to
make observations, and the sailors to repair sorme cables and construct a mast for the
longboat, as the one which we had was broken, and it was necessary to equip the two
longboats for the expedition which the commander contemplated during our stay in
this port, and which was to be commanded by the two officers who had joined our
vessels in Acapulco, having come from Spain by way of Vera Cruz, namely Don José
Espinosa and Don José Zevallos. He wished to give these a chance to participate in the
glories which others had gained by such commissions which being dangerous and
adventurous were worthy of such honored officers. .

The botanist, Don Tadeo Haenke, began to botanise. He made a collection of plants
but very meager because he could not find in port other plants distinet from those in
Europe. He did, however, find many anti-scorbutic plants classifying these as well as
the pines of which there were many different species.

Every afternoon for a respite from our labors we went to walk on the beaches. These
are composed of small stones of various kinds of marble and jasper, the greater part
black, like all the coast. They were in spherical and elliptical form, very pleasing and
for curlosity’s sake all of them were collected. The forest close to these beaches is
extremely thick. Nature is here observed in its rustic and rare state. It 18 necessary to
travel through it with much care, as, during the course of years and the fact that the
patives do not cultivate it, trees have been accumulating on top of each other.

Note

1 have omitted the details about the 4nkau of Mulgrave, his son, and some
others until I can put these points in a fair copy without terror or undue in-
convenience.

On the 17th we noticed that the natives were losing their fear which the
outrage, that had been committed by Martinez, had produced in them. When-
ever those natives thought about him they displayed the most extreme desire
for vengeance. They now approached us with familiarity and assured us that
their principal #ais or chief would come to visit us. The noble Tlupanamiba
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was lodged on the beach at the establishment where at certain hours of the day
he sang for us in company with his oarsmen about the glories of his nation and
his ancestors, and at other times about his own feats and military exploits, all
in a meter like the anacreontic. When he got to these last songs this old man
took on such vigor and enthusiasm that he was able to represent perfectly
with his actions the struggles, the leaping, and dismay of his enemies and all
that could give a true idea of his particular triumphs. At 4:30 in the afternoon
he prepared his canoe for his return, leaving as a hostage a son of his and the
square box until his return with the Emperor Macuina. He went away with
great swiftness. I drew a portrait of him which was much praised for its like-
ness to him in his features. This day the commander gave an order that at
midnight the two longboats should set sail and make a reconnaissance by way
of the channels which lead to the establishments of the Emperor Macuina.
They were well manned with sailors and soldiers to the number of thirty-two,
sixteen in each of the two longboats. Also in each one were placed two swivel
guns, the corresponding ammunition and provisions and all the instructions
which were to be opened at the foot of Mount Tassis. So at 11:15 everything
was ready and Don José Cevallos and Don José Espinosa were already on
board. At this time I begged the commander to distinguish me by appointing
me to such a glorious small expedition. He granted my request, providing me
with a gun, pistols, and ammunition as if I were a soldier, adding the instru-
ments necessary for the operation of the business which I was to undertake.
With shouts and acclamations we departed from the corvettes and commenced
by rowing because there was a calm. We steered for the middle of the principal
channel which bears to the NNE. Considering that we lacked wind for sailing
it was necessary to avail ourselves of our oars. This channel narrowed in an
uncomfortable way, in some places it was wider and in others narrower, and
large vessels, such as brigantines and schooners, could not make use of it.
[Two indistinguishable words at the end of the page begin a new sentence
which is not continued on any of the other leaves.] M

64 Suria erred in writing the names of some individuals referred to toward the end
of the narrative. Saavedra’s name was Ramén, instead of Pedro, and Cevalloy’, Ciriaco,
instead of José, The Indian he calls Tlupanamibo was known by other names, all quite
different from this. The Spaniards usually called him Clupananul. It has now been
shortened to Tlupana.



