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NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA.

CHAPTER XL

Renew our voyage. Circumflances of the river. Land at the houfe of a
chief. Entertained by him. Carried down the river with great rapidity
to another houfe. Received with kindnefs.  Occupations of the inkas
bitants on dts banks. Leave the cance at & fall, Pafs over land to
another village. Some azcount of it. Obtain a view of an arm of the
Jea. Lofe our dog. Procire another canve. Arrive at the arm of the
Jea. Circumfances of it. One of our guides returns home. Coaft along
a bay. Some defecription of tt. Meet with Indians. Our communica-
tion with them. Their Sufpicious condul towards us. Pafs onwards.
Determine the latitude and longitude. Return to the river. Dangerous
encounter with the Indians, Proceed on our journey.

AT one in the afternoon we renewed our voyage in a large canoe
with four of the natives, We found the river almoft one continued
rapid, and in half an hour we came to an houle, where, however, we
did not land, though invited by the inhabitants. In about an hour we
arrived at two houles, where we were, in fome degree, obliged to go on
fhore, as we were informed that the owner of them was a perfon of
confideration, He indeed received and regaled us in the fame manner
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as at the laft village; and to increafe his con{equence, he produced many
European articles, and amonght them were at leaft forty pounds weight
of old copper flills. We made our ftay as {hort as poffible, and our hoft
embarked with us. Inavery fhort time we were carried by the rapidity
of the current to another houfe of v‘eryl large dimenfions, which was
parutloned into different apartments, and whofe doors were on the fide.
The inhabitants received us with great ‘kindnefs; but inftead of fifh,
they placed a long, clean, and well made trough before us full of berries.
In addition to thofe which we had already feen, there were fome
black that were larger than the huckle” berry, and of a rlcher flavour;
and others Whlte ‘which refembled the blackberry in every thing but
colour | Here we faw a Woman w1th two' preces of copper in her under
lxp, as defcnbed b) Captam Ceok 1 contmued my ufual pra&xce of’
makmg thefe people prefems in return f'or their frlendly recepuon and
entertamment ‘ - ’ “ '

The navigation of the-river now becaine more difficult, from the nu-
merous channels into which it was divided, without any {enfible dimi-
nution in the velocity of its current. We foon reached another houfe
of the common fize, where we were well received; but whether our
~ guides had informed them that we were not in want of any thing, or
that they were deficient in. inclination, or perhapsthe‘ means, of being
‘holpitable to us, they did not offer us any refrefhment, . They were in a
ftate of bufy preparation. Some of the women were employed in beat-
ing and preparing the inner rind of the cedar bark, to which they gave
the appearance of flax, ~Others were {pinning with a diftaff and fpindle.
One of them was weaving a robe of it, intermixed with. firipes of the fea-

otter
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otter {kin, on a frame of adequate contrivance that was placed againft the e
fide of the houfe. The men were filhing on the river with drag-nets be- “——y—
tween two canoes. Thele nets are forced by poles to the bottom, the
current driving them before ity by which means the {falmon coming up
the river are intercepted, and give notice of their being taken by the
ﬁruggles’they make in the bag or {leeve of the net. There are no weirs
in this part of the river, as T {uppofe, from the numerous channels into
which it 1s divided. The machines, therefore, are placed along the
banks, and confequently thefe people are not fo well fupplied with fifh
as the village which has been already defcribed, nor do they appear
to poflefs the fame induftry. The inhabitants of the laft houfe accon-
panied us in a large canoe.. They recommended us to leave ours
here, as the next.village was but at a {mall diftance from us, and the
water more rapid than that which we had paffed. They iﬁformed us
alfo, that we were approaching a. cafcade. I direfted them to fhioot it,
and proceeded myfelf to the foot thereof, where I re-imbarked; and e
went on with great velocity, till we came to a fall, where we __leftv our
canoe, and carried our luggage along a road through a wood for fome
handred yards, when we came to a village, confifting of fix very large
houles, eretled on pallifades, rifing twenty-five feet from the ground,
which differed in no one. circumflance from thofe already defcribed, but
the height of their elevation. They contained onbf‘_,fouvr mén and their
families. 'The reft of the inhabitants were with us and in the fmall
houfes which we pafled higher up the river.®  Thefe people do not feem

to enjoy the abundance-of their neighbours, as the men who returned

* Mr. Johnfione came to thefe houfes the firft dav of the preceding menth, .

Xxoe from



34°

1793:
July.

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE

from fithing had no more than five falmon ; they refufed to fell one of
them, but gave me one gaﬁed of a very indifferent kind. In the
houfes there were {everal chefts or boxes containing different articles.
that belonged to the people whom we had lately paffed. 1If I were to
judge by the heaps of filth beneath thefe buildings, they muft have been
eretted at a more diftant period than any which we had paffed. From
thefe houfes I could perceive the termination of the river, and its dif-

charge into a narrow arm of the fea.

As it was now half paft fix in the evening, and the weather cloudy, k
determined to remain here for the night, and for that purpole we pof-

- fefled ourfelves of one of the unoccupied houfes. The remains of our

Saturday 24,

lalt meal, which we brought with us, ferved for our fupper, as we
could not ,vpr‘ocure a fingle fith from the natives. The eourfe of the
river is about Weft, and the diftance from the great village upwards of
thirty-fix miles. There wé had loft our dog, a circumftance of no fimalk

Tregret 10 mes

‘We rofe at a very early hour this morning, when I propofed to the:
Indians to run down our canoe, or procure another at this place. To.
both thefe propofals they turned a deaf ear, as they imagined that I
fhould be fatisfied with having come in fight of the fea. Two of them
perenmptorily refufed to proceed ; but the other two having confented to
continue with us, we obtained a larger canoe than our former one, and
though it was in a leaky ftate we were glad to poflefs it.

At about eight we got out of the river, which difcharges itfelf by
, L i - or various
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various channels into an arm of the fea, The tide was out, and had
left a large fpace covered with fea-weed. The furrounding hills were
involved in fog. The wind was at Weft, which was a-head of us, and
very ftrong ; the bay appearing to be from one to three miles in breadth.
As we advanced along the land we {aw a great number of fea-otters, We
fired feveral fhots at them, but without any fuceels from the rapidity
with which they plunge under the water. We alfo faw many {mall por-
poifes or divers. The white-headed eagle, which is common in the in-
terior parts; fome {mall gulls, a dark bird which is inferior in fize to the
gull, and a few fmall ducks, were all the birds which prefented them-

felves to our view.

At two in the afternoon the fwell was fo high, and the wind, which
was againft us, fo boifterous, that we could not proceed with our leaky
veflel, we therefore Janded in a fmall cove on the right fide of the bay.
Oppofite to us appeared another fmall bay, in the mouth of which is an
ifland, and where, according to the information of the Indians, a river
difcharges itfelf that abounds in falmon. '

Our young Indians now difcovered a very evident difpofition to leave
us; and, in the evening, one of them made his efcape. Mr. Mackay,
however, with the other, purfued and brought him back ; but as it was
by no means neceffary to detain him, particularly as provifions did not

abound with us, I gave him a fmall portion, with a pair of thoes, which

were neceflary for his journey, and a filk handkerchief, telling him at the

fame time, that he might go and inform his friends, that we fhould alfs
return.
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}7%-  return in three nights. He accordingly left us, and his companion, the
July.
——~— young chief, went with him, o '

When we landed, the tide was going out, and at a quarter pal four it
was ebb, the water having fallen in that fhort period eleven feet and
an half. Since we left the river, not a quarter of an hour had paffed in
which we did not fee porpoifes and fea-otters. Soon after ten it -was
high water, which rendered it neceffary that otir baggage fhould be fhifted
{everal times, though not till fome of the things had been wetted,

We were now reduced to the neceflity of looking out for frefh water,
with which we were plentifully fupplied by the rills that ran down from

the mountains.

‘When it was dark the young chief returned to us, bearing a large
porcupine on his back. He firft cut the animal open, and having dif-
‘encumbered it of the entrails, threw them into the fea ‘»; he then finged
its {kin, and boiled it in feparate pieces, as our kettle wds not fufﬁciently
capacious to contain the whole: nor-did he go to reft, till, with the
afliftance of two of my people who haplpened to be awake, every morfel

. of 1t was devoured.

I had flattered myfelf with the hope of getting a diftance of the moon
‘and flars, but the cloudy weather continually difappointed me; and I
began to fear that I fhould fail in this important objeft; particularly as
our provifions were at a very low ebb, and we had, as yet, no reafon to
ic: ‘ expelt
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expett any aflitance from the natives. Our flock was, at this time, re-
duced to twenty pounds weight of pemmican, fifteen pounds of rice,
and fix pounds of flour, among ten half-ftarved men, in a leaky veflel,
and on a barbarous coaft. Our coyrfe from the river was about Wefi-
South-Well, diftance ten miles,

At forty minutes paft four this morping it was low water, which made
fifteen feet perpendicular height below the high-water mark oflaft night.
Mr. Mackay colleted a quantity of {mall mulcles which we boiled.
Our people did not partake of this regale, as they are wholly unac-
quainted with fea fhell-fith, Our young chief being miffing, we imagined
that he had taken his flight, but, as we were preparing to depart, he for-
tunately made his appearance from the woods,kwhere he had been to
take his reft after his feaft of laft night. At fix we were upon the water,
when we cleared the fmall bay, which we named Porcupine Cove, and
fteered Weft-South-Weft for féven miles, we then opened a channel
about twe miles and an half wide at South-South-Weft, and had a view
- often or twelve miles intoit. AsT could not afcertain the diftance from
the open fea, and being uncertain whether we were in a bay or among
inlets and channels of iflands, I confined my fearch to a proper place
for taking an obfervation. We feered, therefore, along the land on the
left, Welt-North-Weft a mile and an half; then North-Weft one fourth
of a mile, and North three miles to an ifland; the land continying to
run: North-North-Weft, then along the ifland, South-South-Weft half a
mile, Weflt a mile and an half, and from thence direétly acrofs to the
land on the left, (where I had an altitude,) South-Wefl three miles. ®

* The Cagé or Point Menzies of Vancouver,’
From
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3?1%9; From this pofition a channel, of which the ifland we left appeared to
‘e~ make a cheek, bears North by Eaft.

Under the land we met with three canoes, with fifteen men in them,
and laden with their moveables, as if proceeding to a new fituation, or
returning to a former one, They manifefted no kind of miftruft or fear
of us, but entered into converfation with our young man, as I fuppofed, to
obtain fome information concerning us. It did not appear that they were
the fame people as thofe we had lately feen, as they {poke the lan-
guage of our young chief, with a different accent. They then examined
every thing we had in our canoe, with an air of indifference and dif-
dain. One of them in particular made me underftand, with an air of
infolence, that a large canoe had lately been in this bay, with people
in her like me, and that one of them, whom he called Macubah, had fired
on him and his friends, and that Benfins had ftruck him on the back,
with the flat part of his fword. He alfo mentioned another name, the
articulation of which I could not determine. At the fame time he illuf-
trated thefe circumftances by the affiftance of my gun and {word; and I
do not doubt but he well deferved the treatment which he defcribed.
He alfo produced feveral European articles, which could not have been
Jong in his poffeflion. From his conduét and appearance, I wilhed very
much to be rid of him, and flattered myfelf that he would profe-
cute his voyage, which appeared to be in an oppofite direftion to our
courfe. However, when I prepared to part from them, they turned
their canoes about, and perfuaded my young man to leave me, which I

could not prevent.
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We coafted along the land* at about Weft-South-Weft for fix miles,

and met a canoe with two boys in it, who were difpatched to fummon

‘the people on that part of the coalt to join them. The troublefome
fellow now forced himfelf into my canoe, and pointed out a narrow
channel on the oppofite {hore, that led to his village, and requeited us
to fteer towards it, which I accordingly ordered. His importunities
now became very irkfome, and Le wanted to {ee every thing we had,
particularly my infiruments, conceruing which he muft have received
information from my young man. He afked for my hat, my handker-
chief, and, in fhort, every thing that he faw about me. At the fame
time he frequently repeated the unpleafant intelligence that he had been
fhot at by people of my colour. At fome diftance from the land a chan-
nel opened to us, at South-Welt by Well, and pointing that way, he
made me underfland that Macudeh came there with his large canoe,
When we were in mid-channel, I perceived fome fheds, or the remains
of old buildings, on the fhore; and as, from that circumitance, I thought
it probable that fome Europeans might have been there, I dire&ted my
fteerflman to make for that {fpot. The traverfe is upwards of three
miles North-Wefl.

"We landed, and found the ruins of a village, in a fituation calculated
for defence. The place itfelf was over grown with weeds, and in the
centre of the houles there was a tcmple, of the fame form and conitruc-
tion as that which I defcribed at the large village. We were fb@n fol«
lowed by ten canoes, each of which contained from threeto fix men. They

* Named by Vanccuver King's Ifland,

bt informed

@
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informed us that we were expeled at the village, where we thould fee
many of them. From their general deportment I was very apprehen-
five that fome hoftile defign was meditated againft us, and for the firfk
time I acknowledged my apprehenfions to my people. I accordingly de-
fired them to be very much upon their guard, and to be prepared if any
violence was offered to defend themfelves to the laft.

" We had no fooner landed, than we took pofleflion of a rock, where
there was not {pace for more than twice our number, and which ad-
mitted of our defending ourfelves with advantage, in cale we fhould be
attacked. The people in the three firft canoes, were the moft trouble-
fome, but, after doing their utmoft to irritate us, they went away. They

~ were, however, no fooner gone, than an hat, an handkerchief, and feve-

ral other articles, were miffing. “The reft of our vifitors continued their
prefling invitations to a«ccompany them to their village, but finding our
relolution to decline them was not to be’ fhaken, they, about fun-fet ek
lteved us from all further 1 1mportumtxes, by their departure.

Another canoe, however, foon arrived, with feven ftout, well- lookiﬁg
men. They brought a box, which contained a very fine fea-otter fkin,
and a goat fkin, that was beautifully white. For the former they de-
manded my han ger, whlch as may well be fuppofed, ‘could not be fpared
in our prefent fituation, and- they a&ually refufed to také'a yard and an
half of common broad cloth, with fome other articles, for the fkin, which

proves the unreflefting improvidence of our European traders. The

goat-fkin was {o bulky that I did not offer to purchafe it. Thefe men

alfo told me that Macubats had been there, and left his fhip behind a
point
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point of land in the channel, South-Weft from us; from whence he had
come to their village in boats, which thefe people reprefented by mmitat-
ing our manner of rowing. When I offered them what they did not
choofe to accept for the otter-fkin, they fhook their heads, and very dil-
tin€tly anfwered “ No, no.” And to mark their refufal of any thing
we afked from them, they emphatically employed the fame Britifh mo-
nofyllable. In one of the canoes which had left us, there was a feal,
that I withed to purchafe, but could not perfuade the natives to part with
it. They bad alfo a filh, which I now faw for the firft time. It was
about eighteen inches in length, of the fhape and appearance of a trout,
with firong, tharp teeth. We faw great numbers of the animals which
we had taken for fea otters, but I was now difpofed to think that a great
part of them, at leaft, muft have been feals. |

The natives having left us, we made a fire to warm ourlelves, and as
for fupper, there was but little of that, for our whole daily allowance
did not amount to what was fufficient for a fingle meal. ' The weather
was clear throughout the day, which was fucceeded by a fine moon-light
night. I direfted the people to keep watch by two in turn, and laid my-
felf down in my cloak. ‘

This morning the weather was clear and pleafant; nor had.any thing
-occurred to difturb us throughout the night.  One {olitary Indian, in-
deed; came to us with about half a pound of boiled feal’s fleth, and the
bead of 2 {mall falmon, for which he afkedan handkerchief, but after-
-wards accepted ia few beads. As this man came alone, T toncluded that
no general plan had been formed among the natives to annoy us, but
this opinion did not altogether calm the apprehenfions of my people.

Joureds — www.ame ysors Soon
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‘1]7‘1913' Soon after eight in the morning, I took five altitudes for time, and the
=~ mean of them was g6° 48* at {ix in the afternoon, 58. 34. time, by the

watch, which makes the achrometer flow apparent time 1* 21™ 44°.

Two canoes now arrived from the fame quarter as the reft, with feve-
ral men, and our young Indian along with them. They brought a very
few {mall fea-otter fkins, out of feafon, with {ome pieces of raw feal’s
flefh. The former were of no value, but hunger compelled fome of my
people to take the latter, at an extravagant price. Mr. Mackay lighted 2
bit of touch wood with a burning-glafs, in the cover of his tobaceo-box,
which {o furprifed the ratives, that they exchanged the beft of their otter
{kins for it. The young man was now very anxious to perfuade our people
to depart, as the natives, he faid, were as numerous as mufqzufi;toes, and of
very malignant charaer. This information produced {fome véry ear-
neft remonfiranees to me to haften our departure, but as I was determined
not to leave this place, except I was abfolutely compelled to it, till I had
alcertained its fituation, thefe folicitations were not repeated.

While I was taking a meridian, two canoes, of a larger fize, and well
manned, appeared from the main South-Weft channel. They feemed
to be the fore-runners of others, who were coming to co-operate with the
people of the village, in confequence of the meflage fent by the two boys,
~which has been already mentioned; and our young Indian, who under-
ftood them, renewed his entreaties for our departure, as they would foon
come to fhoot their arrows, and hurl their {pears at us. In relating our
danger, his agitation was fo violent that he foamed at the mouth.
Though I wasnot altogether free from apprehenfions on the occafion, it
was
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was neceffary for me to difguife them, as my people were panic ftruck,
and fome of them afked if it was my determination to remain there to be
facrificed? My reply was the fame as their former importunities had
received, that I would not ftir ¢ill I had accomplithed my objett; at the
fame time, to humour their fears, I confented that they fhould put every
thing into the canoe, that we might be in a flate of preparation to de-
part. The two canoes now approached the fhore,and in a {hort time five
- men, with their families, landed very quietly from them. My inftruments
being expoled, they examined them with much apparent admiration and
aftonithment. My altitude, by an artificial horizon, gave 52° 21' 33";
that by the natural horizon was 52° 20* 48” North Iatltude.

Thefe Indians were of a different tribe from thofé which I had already
feen, as our guide did not underftand their language. I now mixed up
fome vermilion in melted greafe, and infcribed, in Iarge charafers, on
the South-Eaft face of the rock on which we had {lept laft night, “this
brief memorial—* Alexander Mackenzie, from Canada, By land, the
twenty-fecond of July, one thoufand feven hundred and' ninety-three.”

As 1 thought that we were too near the village, I confented to leave
this place, and accordingly proceeded North-Eaft three miles, when we

landed on a point, in a fmall cove, where we thould not be readily feen,
‘and could not be attacked except in our front.

Among other articles that had been ftolen from us, at our laft :'ﬁation,‘

# This I found to be the cheek of Vancouver’s Cafcade Canal,

was
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3’173\? was a founding-line, which I intended to have employed in this bay,
‘~—v—" though I fhould not probably have found the bottom, at any diftance
from the fhore, as the appearance both of the water and land indicated

a great depth.  The latter difplayed a folid rock, rifing, as it appeared

to me, from three to feven hundred feet above high water mark. Where

any foil was {cattered about, there were cedars, {pruce-firs, white birch,

and other trees of large growth. From its precipices iffued fireams of
fine water, as cold as ice.

The two canoes which we had left at our laft flation, followed us
hither, and when they were preparing to depart, our young chief em-
barked with them. I was defermined, however, to prevent his efcape,
and compelled him, by atual force, to come on fhore, for I thought it
much better to incur his difpleafure, than to fuffer him to expole himfelf
to aﬁy ﬁnﬁoward accident among ftrangers, or to return to his father be-
fore us. The men in the canoe made figns for him to go over the hill,
‘and that they would take him on board at the other fide of 1t. "As1
was neceffarily engaged in other matters, I defired my people to take
care that he fhould not run away; but they pereinptorily refufed to be
employed in keeping him againft his will. I was, therefore, reduced to
the neceflity of watching him myfelf.

1 took five altitudes, and the mean of them was '29, 23. 48.
at 3. 5. 53- in the afternoohn, by the watch, which makes it {low apparent

time 1™ 2920 g8 |

In the forenoon it 'was . 1 21 44 2 44 22
Me;;of both . 1 22 11

Difference nine hours going of the time-piece flow 8

1 22 19
1 obferved
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- I obferved an emerfion of Jupiter’s third fatellite, which gave
8° g2’ 21" difference of longitude. I then obfervedan emerfion of Jupi-
ter’s firft fatellite, which gave 8. 31. 48. The mean of thefe obfervations
is 8° 32’ 2” which is equal to 128. 2. Welt of Greenwich.

I had now determined my fituyation, which is the moit fortunate cir-
cumfitance of my long, painful, and perilous journey, as a few cloudy
days would have prevented me from afcertaining the final longitude of it.*

At twelve it was high water, but the tide did not come within a foot
and an half of the high water mark of laft night. ~ As foon as I'had com-
pleted my obfervations, we left this place: it was then ten o’clock in the
afternoon. We returned the fame way that we came, and though the
tide was running out very firong, by keeping clofe in with the rocks, we
proceeded at a confiderable rate, as my people were very anxious to get
out of the reach of the inhabitants of this coaft. ‘

Duuring our courle we faw feveral fires on the land to the Southward,
and after the day dawned, their {mokes were vifible. At half paft four

this morning we arrived at our encampment-of the night of the 21ft,

which had been named Porcupine Cove. The tide was out, and con-
fiderably lower than we found it when we were here before; the high-

" ¥ M. Meres was undoubtedly wrong in the idea, fo pofitively infifted on by him in his voyage,
that there was a North-Welt paflage to the Southward of fixty-nine degrees and an half.«f latitude, as
I flatter myfelf has been proved by niy former voyage. Nor can I refrain from exprefling myfurprife
at his affertion, that there wasan inland lea or archipelago of great extent between the illanus of Nootka
and the maein, about the latitude where I was at this time. Indeed I have been informed that
Captain Grey, who commanded an American veffel, and on whofe authority he ventured this opinton,
denies that he bhad given Mr. Meares any fuch information. Befides, the contrary is indubitably
proved by Captain Vancouver’s {urvey, from which no appeal can be made, ‘

water

}7?3-
uly.
——

Tuelday 23,
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water mark being above the place where we had made our fire. This

fluétuation muft be occafioned by the ation of the wind upon the water,
in thofe narrow channels, :

As we continued onwards, towards the river, we {aw a canoe, well
manned, which at firft made from us with great expedition, but after-
wards waited, as if to reconnoitre us; however, it kept out of our way,
and allowed us to pafs. The tide being much lower than when we were
here before, we were under the neceflity of landing a mile below the
village. ‘We obferved that ftakes were fixed in the ground along the
bay, and in fome places machines were faftened to them, asI afterwards
learned, to intercept the {eals and otters. Thele works are very exten-
five, and muft have been ereéted with no common labour. The only
bird we faw to-day was the white-headed eagle.®

Our guide direfted us to draw the canoe out of the reach of the tide.
and to leave it. He would not wait, however, till this operation was
performed, and I did not wifh to let him go alone. I therefore followed
him through a bad road encumbered with underwood. When we had
quitted the wood, and were in fight of the houles, the young man being
about fificen or twenty paces before me, I was furprifed to fee two'men
running down towards me from one of the houles, with' daggers in their
hands and fury in their afpe&t. From their hoftile appearance, I could
not doubt of their purpofe. I therefore ftopped fhort, threw down my
cloak, and put myfelf in a pofture of defence, with my gun prefentcd‘

* This bay was now named Mackenzie’s Outlet.

towards
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towards them. Fortunately for me, they knew the effe&t of fire-arms,
and inflantly dropped their daggers, which were faftened by a firing to
their wrifts, and had before been held in a menacing attitude. Ilet my
gun alfo fall into my left hand, and drew my hanger. Several others
foon joined them, who were armed in the fame manner; and among
them I recognifed the man whom I have already mentioned as being fo
troublefome to us, and who now repeated the names of Macubah and
Benzins, fignifying at the fame time by his aftion, as on a former oc-
cafion, that he bad been fhot at by them, Until I faw him my mind
was undifturbed ; but the moment he appeared, conceiving that he was
the caufe of my prefent perilous fituation, my refentment predominated,
and, if he had come within my reach, I verily believe, that I fhould
have terminated his infolence for ever.

The reft now approached fo mear, that one of them contrived to.

get behind me, and grafped me in his arms. I foon difengaged myfelf
from him; and, that he did not avail himfelf of the opportunity which
he had of plunging his daggerinto me, I cannot conjetture. They cer-
tainly might have overpowered me, and though I thould probably have
killed one or two of them, I muft have fallen at laft.

One of my people now came out of the wood. On his appearance
they inftaotly took to flight, and with the utmoft fpeed fought fhelter
in the houfes from whence they had iffued. It was, however, upwards
of ten minutes before all my people joined me; and as they came one
after the other, thefe people might have {ucceffively difpatched every
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one of us, If they had killed me, in the ﬁl_‘ﬁ inftance, this confequence
would certainly have followed, and not one of us would have returned
home to tell the horrid fate of his companions.

. After having ftated the danger I had encountered, I told my people‘
that I was determined to make thefe natives feel the impropriety of their
conduét toward us, and compel them to return my hat and cloak which
they had taken in the fcuffle, as well as the articles previoufly purloined

- from us; for moft of the men who were in the three canoes that we firft

faw, were now in the village. I therefore told my men to prime their

pieces afrefh, and prepare themfelves for an attive ufe of them, if the
occafion fhould require it,

‘We now drew up before the houfe, and made figns for fome one to
come down tous. At length our young chief appeared, and told us that
the men belonging to the canoes had not only informed his friends, that
we had treated him very ill, but that we had killed four of their com-
panions whom we had met in the bay. When I had explained to them
as well as it was in my power, the falfehood of fuch a flory, L infifted on
the reftoration of every thing that had been taken from us, as well as a
neceffary fupply of fifh, as the conditions of my departure ; accordingly
the things were reftored, and a few dried fith along with them. A re-
conciliation now took place, but our guide or ydqng chief was {o much
terrified that he would remain no longer with us, and requefted us to
follow with his father’s canoe, or mifchief would follow. I determined,
however, before my departure, to take an obfervation, and at noon got

a meridian
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a meridian altitude, making this place, which I named Rafcal’s Village, 33?}53‘
52+ 23. 43. North latitude.

On my informing the natives that we wanted {omething more to eat,
they brought us two falmons; and when we fignified that we had no
_poles to fet the canoe againft the current, they were furnithed with equal
alacrity, fo anxious were they for our departure. I paid, however, for
every thing which we had received, and did not forget the loan of the

canoe.
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